
Spring Meeting Notice 
Northeastern Illinois Chapter 

American Statistical Association 
 
DATE: Thursday, March 7, 2002. (Luncheon at 11:30am.) 
LOCATION: Embassy Suites, 1445 Lake Cook Road, Deerfield, Illinois 60015. (Telephone: 847-945-4500.) 
RESERVATIONS: Advance reservations are required and must be received by 4 p.m., Thursday, February, 28. 
Cancellations cannot be accepted after this date, and "no shows" will be billed. Registration is transferable except for 
the $5 in membership dues ($1 for students) that are included in the non-member fees. 

FEES: Luncheon & Sessions Sessions Only NIC 
 Member Non-Member Member Non-Member Membership Only 
Regular (Corp./Govt.)  $50.00 $55.00 $25.00 $30.00 $5.00 
Academic (Univ./H.S.) $40.00 $45.00 $15.00 $20.00 $5.00 

Full-time Student  $11.00 $12.00 no charge $1.00 $1.00 
 
Since membership is held on a calendar year basis, if you have not expressly joined the Chapter this year, you 
should pay the non-member rate. Doing so will make you a member for 2002.  
 
PAYMENT: Make checks payable to: Northeastern Illinois Chapter, ASA 
REGISTRATION: Please mail, e-mail or fax (no call-ins please) the registration form (below) to: 
 Harold W. Frush  
 D-07B2 AP5N Phone: (847) 937-5332 
 Abbott Laboratories Fax: (847) 935-3320 
 100 Abbott Park Road Email: harold.frush@add.ssw.abbott.com 
 Abbott Park, IL 60064-6070  

PROGRAM:  

11:00 – 11:30 Registration 
11:30 – 12:30 Luncheon 
12:30 – 12:45 Business Meeting 
12:45 – 1:40 Dr. Joan S. Chmiel: The Multicenter AIDS Cohort Study (MACS): 1984-2001, and Beyond.  A 

Statistical, Epidemiological, and Behavioral Perspective. 
1:40 – 1:55 Break 
1:55 – 2:50 Dr. Bala Hosmane: QT Interval: Correction for Heart Rate. 
2:50 – 3:05 Break 
3:05 – 4:00 Dr. George C. Tiao: Global Atmospheric Changes: Statistical Trend Analyses of Ozone and 

Temperature Data. 
 
NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS CHAPTER MEETING REGISTRATION/MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________  
Company ___________________________________  Department _______________________________________ 
Street Address  _______________________________ ___________________________  Work   ____  Home  ____ 
Telephone (_____)____________________Work   ____  Home  ____ E-mail address ________________________ 
I will be attending:   ___ Luncheon and Sessions   ___ Sessions only 
I will not be attending the meeting and am enclosing my ___ Membership Dues Only. 
2002 NIC/ASA member prior to this registration?  (See FEES for details)   ___ Yes    ___ No 
Circle one of the following: (1) Regular (Corp./Govt.); (2) Academic (Univ./H.S.); (3) Full-Time Student 
Please send my newsletter via  ____ E-mail  ___ U.S. Mail 
Tax Identification Number 52-1665956    

mailto:harold.frush@add.ssw.abbott.com


Directions to Embassy Suites, 1445 Lake Cook Road, Deerfield, Illinois 60015 
 
FROM DOWNTOWN CHICAGO:  Take 94 North to Edens Expressway.  When 94 exits right for the Tri-State 
Tollway (towards Milwaukee), go straight (you will be on U.S. 41) and take the next exit (Lake Cook Rd.).  Left 
at the end of the ramp to hotel, about 3 miles (just past Huehl Road). 
 
FROM THE WEST:  Take the 294 (Tri-State Tollway) North to Lake Cook Rd.  Exit eastbound.  The Embassy 
Suites hotel is less than a mile east of the Tollway.   
 
FROM THE NORTH: Take the 294 (Tri-State Tollway) South to Lake Cook Rd. Exit eastbound.  The Embassy 
Suites hotel is less than a mile east of the Tollway. 
 
FROM THE SOUTH: Take the 294 (Tri-State Tollway) North to Lake Cook Rd.  Exit eastbound.  The Embassy 
Suites hotel is less than a mile east of the Tollway. 
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The Multicenter AIDS Cohor
(MACS): 1984-2001, and Bey
Statistical, Epidemiological,
Behavioral Perspective. 
Dr. Joan S. Chmiel 
Northwestern University Medical Sch

The Multicenter AIDS Cohort Study (M
the largest prospective observational stu
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and acq
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) in
bisexual men in the U.S.   Since its ince
the study has repeatedly made major co
our knowledge of how HIV is spread, h
progresses and how it can best be treate
September 2001 the National Institute o
Infectious Diseases (NIAID) provided a
funding that allows the study to reopen 
expand the study groups and increase th
minority participants in each of the four
Baltimore, Chicago, Pittsburgh and Los
Similar efforts are being undertaken by 
Interagency HIV Study (WIHS), a NIA
multicenter prospective observational st
begun in 1993, that is in many ways qu
the MACS.  Since the early days of HIV
key changes have occurred in the U.S.  
disease that initially affected mostly gay
has moved into minority populations, st
men and women, and second, highly ac
antiretroviral therapy, or HAART, has g
improved treatment.  These changes hav
new questions about the disease, and ne
to the analyses of existing and new data
 
Dr. Chmiel has worked on the MACS s
inception.  This talk will briefly review 
contributions of the MACS, focusing on
issues and approaches used in this longi
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epidemiologic cohort study 
motivated by emerging study questions, and present 
some recent attitudinal and behavioral data from the 
MACS.  If time permits, a contrast in terms of design 
and analysis to another ongoing, but quite different, 
observational study of HIV, the HIV Outpatient Study 
(HOPS), will be presented. 
 
Dr. Joan S. Chmiel is Professor of Preventive 
Medicine at Northwestern University Medical School 
(NUMS). She has been on the faculty at NUMS since 
January 1979 and a member of The Graduate School 
faculty of Northwestern University since 1988. Her 
previous academic experience includes 2-1/2 years in 
the Department of Statistics at the University of 
Chicago and one year in the Department of 
Mathematics at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Her PhD degree in Statistics was awarded 
by Stanford University in 1975. Dr. Chmiel was 
elected a Fellow of the American Statistical 
Association (ASA) in 1997. She currently is Chair of 
the ASA Biometrics Section for 2002.  Dr. Chmiel is 
an active member of numerous other professional 
statistical organizations, and serves as a statistical 
reviewer for several major journals.  

Dr. Chmiel's current research interests are in the 
epidemiology of HIV-1 infection, statistical methods 
for epidemiological studies of cancer and AIDS, and 
clinical trial design and analysis. Recent publications 
appear in a diverse array of journals including AIDS, 
CHEST, Cosmetic Dermatology, International Journal 
of Cancer, Journal of Cutaneous Pathology, Journal of 
Registry Management, and Urology.  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



QT Interval: Correction for Heart Rate 
Dr. Bala Hosmane 
Northern Illinois University 

There are several empirically based proposals in the 
literature for adjusting QT intervals for heart rate. Two 
of the most widely used correction formulas are 
Bazett's and Fridericia's proposed in 1920. The present 
work is a general formulation of heart rate correction 
of QT intervals, and several of the existing adjustments 
are a particular case of this approach. Simple 
correction formulas for both populations and 
individuals have been derived on the basis that the 
correlation between corrected QT interval and heart 
rate should be approximately zero. A Monte-Carlo 
simulation is used for comparing the performance of 
Bazett's, Fridericia's, and the proposed corrections.  
The usefulness of the proposed correction formula is 
illustrated using data from a clinical trial. 

Dr. Bala Hosmane is a member of the Statistics 
faculty at Northern Illinois University and has been 
teaching there for the last 18 years. He serves as a 
faculty consultant for the Statistics Division at NIU 
and also consults for companies in the pharmaceutical 
industry. He has been working with statisticians and 
pharmacokineticists of Abbott Laboratories for the last 
13 years. He received his Ph.D. from the University of 
Kentucky and has published over 30 research articles 
both in applied and theoretical journals. 

Global Atmospheric Changes: 
Statistical Trend Analyses of Ozone 
and Temperature Data 
George C. Tiao  
The University of Chicago 

The ozone layer in the stratosphere plays an important 
role in the life cycle on earth. This is mainly because 
ozone absorbs the harmful ultraviolet radiation from 
the sun and prevents most of it from reaching the 
surface. In recent years, there has been considerable 
attention focused on the effect of the release of 
chlorofluoromethanes on the ozone layer. There has 
also been an intense interest in global warming due to 
man-made causes such as the burning of fossil fuels. 
In this talk we present findings of an extensive 
statistical analysis of ozone and temperature data over 
the last thirty years from networks of ground stations 
and from satellites. 

The principal objectives of the analysis are (i) to assess 
trends in ozone and temperature, and (ii) to compare 

the estimated trends with predictions obtained from 
large scale chemical/dynamical models of the 
atmosphere. Some statistical issues related to trend 
detection and analyses will also be discussed. 

George C. Tiao is W. Allen Wallis Professor of 
Econometrics and Statistics, University of Chicago. 
He earned his B.S. in Economics from National 
Taiwan University in 1955, MBA from New York 
University in 1958 and Ph.D. in Economics from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1962. 
 
He was assistant, associate, full, and Bascom Professor 
of Statistics and Business from 1962 to 1982 at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and served as 
Chairman of the Statistics Department from 1973 to 
1975. He joined the Graduate School of Business, 
University of Chicago in 1982. His research covers 
Bayesian inference, environmental study of 
stratospheric ozone and air pollution, and time series 
analysis. He has authored, co-authored and co-edited 8 
books and more than 120 articles in leading 
econometric, environmental and statistical journals. He 
has supervised more than 25 Ph.D. students and served 
in numerous academic committees in the United 
States, China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan.  He has 
received many honors, including the 2001 Wilks 
Memorial Medal and the Shiskin Award of the 
American Statistical Association, Fellow of ASA and 
IMS, and elected member of Academia Sinica, Taiwan 
in 1976. 

~ Richard Rode 

President's Report 
Happy New Year!  As I write this, it is late January but 
the temperature indicates that spring has already 
arrived.  That must mean it's time for another chapter 
meeting.  For those of you who were unable to attend 
the Fall meeting, let me tell you about the changes at 
the top and introduce you to the new Chapter Officers. 

Donna Kowalski is now the Past-President and I am 
the President for this year.  Donna was a very 
dedicated hard-working President and I look forward 
to all the guidance (and help) she can provide.  
Dorothy Dunlop has "retired" from the Past-President 
position but remains a very active member. Please join 
me in thanking both Dorothy and Donna for the very 
capable leadership they have provided. 
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Harold Frush continues on as Chapter Treasurer so the 
chapter finances remain in very good hands.  At the 
fall meeting, Rick Rode was elected to the President-
Elect position and serves this year as Program Chair.  
Rick has been hard at work assembling an exciting 
program for this year. Finally, Theo Cohen was elected 
to the post of Chapter Secretary.  Thanks to Harold for 
continuing on for another year and welcome to Rick 
and Theo. 

Treasurer's Report 

BALANCE 01/01/2001 5256.94 

INCOME  

2001 Spring Meeting 2842.00 

2001 Summer Workshop 5473.00 

2001 Fall Meeting 2107.00 

Bank Interest (thru 7/31) 133.87 

Total Income 10555.87 

EXPENSES  

2001 Spring Meeting (2291.94) 

2001 Summer Workshop (7136.35) 

2001 Fall Meeting (2080.87) 

  

Text Book Give-Aways (232.61) 

State Science Fair Prizes (350.00) 

AP Stat. Teachers’ W.S. (160.48) 

Mailing Labels (48.82) 

Bank Charges (20.00) 

Total Expenses (12321.07) 

BALANCE 01/01/2002 3491.74 

Elsewhere in this newsletter is Rick's report on the 
program for the March 7th meeting.  We are especially 
fortunate to have George Tiao speaking at the meeting.  
Dr. Tiao has been nominated to run for President of the 
American Statistical Association, so please attend the 
meeting and support our local candidate. 

You will notice that we have raised the registration 
fees for the meeting. At the fall meeting of the chapter 
Executive Committee, we noted that the summer 
workshop had lost money.  Meeting room and food 
expenses have risen dramatically in the last few years 
and after much deliberation, the Executive Committee 
decided we needed to raise the fees to cover our costs.  
We apologize for any hardship this may cause you.  In 
addition, we welcome any suggestions from you on 
how to keep the meeting costs down. Some 
suggestions that have surfaced include holding the 
meetings at one of the companies with large chapter 
membership or looking at municipal facilities such as 
park district buildings or community centers.  If you 
know how and where we can make such arrangements 
please let us know. 

 
Summer 2001 Workshop  

Doubletree North Shore Hotel (4846.76) 

Dinner (128.40) 

Workshop Presenter (2161.19) 

TOTAL (7136.35) 

Finally, keep June 27th open for the 18th Annual 
Summer Workshop. 

 ~ Domenic Reda 
2001 Paid Memberships 140 

Non-Students (10 Pre-paid in 2000) 132 
Students 8 

 
Spring Meeting  

~ Harold Frush 
The spring meeting will be held on March 7, 2002, 
from 12:30pm to 4:00pm, at the Embassy Suites, 1445 
Lake Cook Road, Deerfield, Illinois 60015. 
(Telephone: 847-945-4500.)   Information regarding 
the luncheon menu is not yet available. 

Program Committee 
This year we again have a large and active Program 
Committee, representing a diverse cross-section of the 
Chapter membership.  Program Committee members 
for 2002 include Robert Anderson, Jay Chmiel, Theo 
Cohen, Dorothy Dunlop, Harold Frush, Bala Hosmane, 

~Renee Alpern 
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Donna Kowalski, Lawrence Lin, Phil Pichotta, 
Domenic Reda, Anita Ross, Art Roth and myself.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank each 
member of the Program Committee for her/his advice 
and help in putting together a very strong line-up of 
speakers for 2002.  I would also like to thank Donna 
Kowalski for hosting the Program Committee Meeting. 

The Program Committee met on 30 November 2001 to 
begin planning the program for this year.  As in years 
past, we decided that the program should consist of 
three meetings.  These include the Spring Meeting 
(scheduled for March 7th), the Summer Workshop 
(tentatively scheduled for June 27), and the Fall 
Meeting (not yet scheduled).  As you will see 
elsewhere in this newsletter, the speakers for the 
Spring Meeting (Dr. Joan Chmiel, Dr. Bala Hosmane 
and Dr. George Tiao) are actively involved in 
statistical research with practical applications to “real 
world” problems.  As for the Summer Workshop, Dr. 
Chuck Davis has agreed to present a workshop on the 
analysis of ordered categorical data.  Although the 
speaker line-up for the Fall Meeting is not yet 
complete, I am sure that you will not be disappointed. 

The speaker line-up for 2002 appears to be almost 
complete; however, it is never too early to start 
thinking about next year (2003).  If you have 
suggestions for potential speakers or topics, please let 
me know (Richard.A.Rode@Abbott,com) 

~Richard.A.Rode 

Community Activities 
Our chapter cosponsored a Career Day at the 
Georgetown Room at Loyola on October 26th.  The 
attendance was well over one hundred.  Students and 
other statisticians interested in new opportunities in 
statistics seemed to enjoy the event.  Donna Kowalski 
and I were part of the team that did the planning for the 
event.  We would like to thank Dan Hayes and other 
members of the Chicago Chapter for a great job in 
hosting the event and letting our chapter be part of the 
day’s activities.  Hopefully we will gain some new 
members from the event. 

Science Fair time is coming up, and as many of you 
know, our Chapter sends representatives to the 
Regional Fair at Niles North to help select projects that 
are deserving of the Best Use of Statistics Award.  Our 
team looks for students who have used hypothesis 
testing or some sort of inferential testing in their 

research.  From the past, we have been quite surprised 
with the caliber of some of the projects in this respect. 
We need to have more members come out and judge.  
The date for this year's fair is March 23rd at Niles 
North High School in Skokie.  The judging time is in 
the morning from nine until noon.  Please consider 
taking time this year to come out and judge.  It is a 
rewarding experience.  You may e-mail me at 
cbernett@ix.netcom.com if you care to judge and I will 
send you more details.   Please make an effort to come 
out this year! We need new faces for the judging. 

We also will be judging projects downstate at State 
Competition held at Champaign on the first Saturday 
in May.  We are also looking for judges for that day.  
I’m hoping to hear from you soon regarding the 
judging. 

~Carole Bernett 

   

Chapter Webpage 
Don't forget to visit our Chapter web page at 
http://homepage.interaccess.com/~mlcarn/nic.htm. The 
page can also be accessed by following links found on 
the main ASA webpage (www.amstat.org.)  Select 
ASA Directories, then Chapter Links, and then click on 
Northeastern Illlinois.  

The Chapter webpage has lots of information about our 
Chapter, including events, program information, a 
membership directory, and contact information for 
Chapter officers and committee members.  You can 
also peruse PDF versions of current and past Chapter 
newsletters.   

We have a new Webmaster.  He is Paul Cernohous.  
Many thanks to Paul, and to our previous Webmasters, 
Phil Pichotta and Mike Carniello, for maintaining and 
updating our Chapter web page! 
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Officers and Committee 
Chairs 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Prof. A. S. Hedayat 
(312) 996-4831 
hedayat@uic.edu 
 

PRESIDENT COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Domenic Reda Carole Bernett 
(708) 202-5853 (630)773-2697 
reda@research.hines.med.va.gov cbernett@ix.netcom.com 
  
PRESIDENT-ELECT AND PROGRAM CHAIR Paul Coe 
Richard Rode (708) 524-6640 
(847) 937-3757  coepaul@email.dom.edu 
richard.a.rode@abbott.com  
 NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
SECRETARY Anita Ross 
Theodora Cohen  (847) 675-7807 
(847) 810-4302 rossconsult@prodigy.net 
tcohen@neophrm.com  
 WEBMASTER 
TREASURER  Paul Cernohous 
Harold Frush (847) 938-0316 
(847) 937-5332 paul.cernohous@abbott.com 
harold.frush@add.ssw.abbott.com  
  
PAST-PRESIDENT Statfax  is published three times a year (Spring, 

Summer, and Fall), by the Northeastern Illinois 
Chapter of the American Statistical Association. 

Donna Kowalski 
(847) 982-8533 
donna.l.kowalski@pharmacia.com 
 Statfax welcomes letters and material for articles from 

its readers. Address correspondence to: The Editor, 
Statfax, c/o Anita Ross, Ross Consulting, 4554 Main 
St., Skokie, IL, 60076. 

CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE 
Art Roth 
(847) 982-4775 
arthur.j.roth@pharmacia.com 
 The Chapter’s purpose, as stated in its Constitution, is 

“to foster statistics and its applications and promote the 
interests of the statistical profession…”.  Accordingly, 
diverse views are presented.  They do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the officers or the policies of the 
Chapter. 

ARRANGEMENTS 
Renee Alpern  
(708) 202-5853 
alpern@research.hines.med.va.gov 
 
Peter Yu 
(847) 236-2359  
peter.yu@tappharma.com  
  
MEMBERSHIP  
Linda Odom  
(847) 570-1733  
lodom@enh.org  
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Northeastern Illinois Chapter, ASA 
c/o Linda C. Odom, Membership Chair 
CORE / Evanston Northwestern Healthcare 
1000 Central Street, Suite 101 
Evanston, IL 60201 
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