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President’s Report 

Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

Greetings! 

After the successful Spring Workshop where 
we were fortunate to have an ASA travel 
course on Using Propensity Scores to 
Effectively Design and Analyze 
Observational Studies by Professor Thomas 
E. Love from Case Western Reserve 
University, the chapter officers continued 
working actively to bring the next workshop 
and a new outreach program to the local 
community.  

We would like to thank Takeda 
Pharmaceuticals for sponsoring this year’s 
Fall Workshop. Please see details in the next 
section.  

A new initiative to reach out to college 
students is underway. The first Statistics 
Career Day with college students is planned 
for November 20 at Northwestern 
University. If anyone is interested to give 
the college students a presentation regarding 
career as statisticians, please contact one of 
the Chapter officers. 

As many of you know, our Chapter 
President Yili Pritchett moved to another 
area. We would like to thank her for her 
leadership in the past two years. With this 
change, we will have a new President-elect 
during the Fall Workshop, who will become 

the Chapter President at the beginning of 
2016.  

Next year the Joint Statistical Meeting will 
be held in Chicago. Please consider 
presenting at the conference and help to 
represent our Chapter. Consult the ASA web 
site for submission deadlines. 

Yours truly, 

Yihua Gu (Acting President) 

Fall Workshop 

Date: Friday, October 16th, 2015 

Registration 8:00 am–8:30 am 
Presentation: 8:30 am–4:30 pm 

Location: Takeda Pharmaceuticals 
1 Takeda Pkwy, Deerfield, IL 60015 

Cost: $50 for corporate members, $0 
Students {Does not include NIC 
membership} 
 

Title (morning): Clinical Trials – Replacing 
Traditional Analyses with Better 
Alternatives 

Presenter: Dr. Devan Mehrotra  

Abstract: Increasing cost pressures in the 
pharmaceutical industry necessitate the 
development of novel approaches for 
making clinical development cheaper and 
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faster while a maintaining strong scientific 
rigor.  From a statistical perspective, 
tangible progress can be made by 
developing and deploying innovative 
analyses of randomized clinical trials that 
are substantially more powerful than their 
traditional counterparts. 

This workshop will include examples of 
resource-saving statistical innovation across 
all phases of clinical drug development.  To 
appeal to a broad audience, the following 
four diverse topics will be covered: (i) 
crossover designs with baseline 
measurements, (ii) PK/QTc modeling and 
TQT trials, (iii) enabling pharmacogenetics 
discoveries via dose-ranging trials, and (iv) 
stratified analyses with binary or time-to-
event endpoints.  For each topic, the key 
points will be amplified using real datasets 
and simulations.  

Bio: Devan Mehrotra is Executive Director 
of Biostatistics and a Presidential Fellow at 
Merck Research Laboratories.  He has made 
significant contributions to drug and vaccine 
development programs over the past 25 
years.  His recent focus at Merck has been 
on championing innovative statistical 
approaches for clinical development go/no-
go decisions, and for enabling earlier 
detection of pharmacogenetic signals.  
Devan holds an Adjunct Scholar 
appointment at the University of 
Pennsylvania, and he has served as a subject 
matter expert for the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation and the US National Academy 
of Sciences.  He was elected Fellow of the 
ASA in 2008. 

◙ 

Title (afternoon): Adaptive Designs in the 
Era of Precision and Mobile Medicine 

Presenter: Yun Ji 

Abstract: This session will present novel 
designs and software tools for oncology and 
non-oncology clinical trials. These designs 
and web or mobile friendly tools are being 
developed to realize precision medicine and 
precise drug development. New concepts 
will be introduced for early phase designs, 
such as Bayesian learning for multi-arm 
subgroup enrichment designs/analyses and 
designing phase I trials in real time in a web 
browser.  

The designs and tools will be demonstrated 
using live examples during the short course, 
and allow users to test these tools in person. 
Specifically, a next-generation dose finder 
(NGDF) for phase I oncology dose finding 
trials, a seamless phase I/II dose finding 
design based on joint efficacy/toxicity 
outcomes  with dose insertion and model 
selection, and a subgroup cluster-based 
enrichment design will be demonstrated. 

Bio:  

Dr. Yuan Ji is Assistant Vice President, 
Director of Computational Genomics & 
Medicine at NorthShore University 
HealthSystem. Dr. Ji is also an Associate 
Professor (Biostatistics, part-time) at The 
University of Chicago, and an Adjunct 
Associate Professor of Biostatistcs at The 
University of Texas. He is an NIH-funded 
Principal Investigator, focusing on 
innovative computational and statistical 
methods for translational cancer research. 
Dr. Ji is author of over 90 publications in 
peer-reviewed journals, conference papers, 
book chapters, and abstracts. His research 
website at http://compgenome.org is home 
to some cutting-edge research projects in 
quantitative cancer research and is visited by 
researchers world-wide.  
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Upcoming Meetings and Presentations 

The Chicago Chapter of the ASA offers 
events throughout the year. Consult their 
website for details: http://www.chicagoasa.org 

Conference on Statistical Practices 
Feb 18-20, San Diego CA 

SAS Global Forum 
April 19-21, Las Vegas NV 

PharmaSUG 
May 8-11, Denver CO 

Joint Statistical Meeting (JSM) 
July 30 – August 4, Chicago IL 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Please see the chapter website for any 
additional opportunities. 

Chapter Activities 

The chapter is in the process of organizing 
an outreach event for college students. If 
you know any students who might be 
interested please pass on the “save the date” 
message when it comes out. 

The Statistics Career Day is tentatively 
scheduled for November 20th. 

Getting Involved with the NIC 

The chapter is often looking for volunteers 
to serve as NIC officers on a yearly basis. 

Volunteers are needed to help with 
registration at the Fall Workshop. 
Registration volunteers will be expected to 
arrive prior to the start of the registration 
period and will work at the registration desk 
as directed by the Chapter Treasurer, Qi 
Tang. This is a great way to connect faces 
with names and get to know other Chapter 
members. If you would like to volunteer to 
assist in registration, please contact Qi Tang 

via email at qi.tang@abbvie.com or by 
phone at (847)-935-5306.  

Chapter Mailing List 

NIC-ASA sends announcements, such as 
save-the-date memos, registration 
information, and Statfax newsletters, via the 
email address, nic.amstat@gmail.com. If 
you would like to join our mailing list, 
please subscribe by sending an email to 
nic.amstat@gmail.com. If you encounter 
any issues, please contact Jennifer Yen at 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com. 

Chapter Website 

Our Chapter’s website has the latest news on 
the Chapter. Find it at: 
http://www.amstat.org/chapters/NortheasternIllinois 

The website contains information about our 
Chapter, including events, program 
information, and contact information for 
Chapter officers and committee members. 
You can also peruse current and past 
Chapter newsletters and slides/notes from 
previous presentations. 

Officers and Committee Chairs 

President (up to July 2015) 
Yili Pritchett 
(224) 205-8244 
yili.pritchett@astellas.com 

President-Elect 
Yijie Zhou 
(847) 935-5280 
Yijie.zhou@abbvie.com 

Secretary and Acting President 
Yihua Gu 
(847) 937-4957 
yihua0@yahoo.com 
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Treasurer and Membership Database 
Qi Tang 
(847) 935-5306 
qi.tang@abbvie.com 

Past President 
Chaofeng (Charles) Liu 
(224) 205-5091 
chaofeng.liu@us.astellas.com 

Chapter Representative 
Yili Pritchett 
(224) 205-8244 
yili.pritchett@astellas.com 

Webmaster 
Benhuai Xie 
(224) 554-2723 
benhuai.xie@takeda.com 

Mailing List Administrator 
Jennifer Yen 
224-668-2942 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com 

Arrangements Coordinator 
Wenwen Zhang 
(224) 554-3548. 
Wenwen.zhang@takeda.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Carl Slenk 
(224) 361-7219 
carl.slenk@abbott.com 

Workshop Publicity 
Jennifer Yen 
(847) 938-2942 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com 

Community Activities 
Juan Hu 
jhu23@depaul.edu 

Scientific Outreach 
Julia Lee 

(312) 503-2292 
jungwha-lee@northwestern.edu 
 
Qi Tang 
(847) 935-5306 
qi.tang@abbvie.com 
 
Publication Info 
Statfax is published by the Northeastern 
Illinois Chapter of the American Statistical 
Association. 
Statfax welcomes letters and suggestions 
from chapter members and material for 
articles from its readers. Address 
correspondence to: The Editor, Statfax, c/o 
Carl Slenk, Abbott Molecular, 1300 E. 
Touhy Ave., Des Plaines IL 60018 

To subscribe to Statfax, please send an e-
mail to nic.amstat@gmail.com. In this letter, 
diverse views may be presented. They do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the 
officers or the policies of the Chapter. 
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