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President’s Report 

Dear Fellow Members,  

It’s been a great pleasure to serve as President 
of the ASA-NIC in 2013. Thanks to your 
support and participation we had successfully 
held one-day Spring Workshop on Bayesian 
methods by Professor Brad Carlin. We had 
about 70 attendees and the feedback was very 
positive. I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the attendees, chapter officers, 
and other volunteers for making the workshop 
a success. 

The ASA-NIC Fall Workshop is scheduled on 
Tuesday, October 15th at Wyndham 
Glenview Suites in Glenview. Please take a 
look at the Fall workshop agenda described 
below and mark your calendars for October 
15th. The Fall Workshop includes two 
sessions. The morning session will focus on 
the Adaptive Design by three great speakers 
from academia and industry: Ajit C. Tamhane 
from Northwestern University, Cyrus Mehta 
from Harvard University, and Charles Liu 
from Cytel Inc. The afternoon session will 
feature distinguished professor Rick 
Nordheim giving a soft skill presentation on 
efficiently presenting statistics results and 
applying analytical influence. I wish you all 
enjoy the valuable and informative sessions.  

Thanks to all of the local chapter officers for 
their contribution and hard work this year, we 

can keep the chapter moving effectively and 
provide the chance for the local statisticians 
to learn and share knowledge. I would like to 
express my sincere gratitude to the officers 
for this year: Yili Pritchett, Annie Wang, 
Benhuai Xie, Eric Song, Mahinda 
Karunaratne, Marty King, Clint Lovell, 
Jennifer Yen, Patrick Huang, Carl Slenk, 
Jennifer Yen, David Degras. 

Thanks again for the International Year of 
Statistics, and I’m looking forward to seeing 
all of you on October 15th. 

Warm Regards,  
Chaofeng Liu 

Fall Full Day Workshop(s) 

Date and Location: Tuesday, October 15th at 
Wyndham Glenview Suites in Glenview 

Registration 8:00–8:30 

Presentations: 8:30-4:00 

Cost: $150 members, $160 non-members, 
$40 Students 

◙ 

Title: Allocating Recycled Significance 
Levels in Group Sequential Procedures for 
Multiple Endpoints 
Presenter: Ajit C. Tamhane, Ph.D. 
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Abstract: Graphical approaches have been 
proposed in the literature for testing 
hypotheses on multiple endpoints by 
recycling significance levels from rejected 
hypotheses to unrejected ones. Recently they 
have been extended to construct group 
sequential procedures (GSPs). This extension 
requires a method to allocate the recycled 
significance level from rejected hypotheses to 
the stages of the GSPs for unrejected 
hypotheses. Two methods have been 
proposed for this purpose. One method 
allocates the recycled significance level to all 
stages while the other allocates it only to the 
final stage. Both methods have some 
drawbacks. We propose a general method that 
allocates the recycled significance level to 
Stage r onwards, where r is prespecified. We 
show that r cannot be chosen adaptively to 
coincide with the random stage at which 
another hypothesis is rejected and its 
significance level is recycled to the given 
unrejected hypothesis because such an 
adaptive GSP does not control the familywise 
error rate in all cases. One can choose r to 
minimize the expected sample size for a 
given power requirement. A simulation-based 
method is offered for this purpose. Several 
examples, including a clinical trial example, 
are given to illustrate the various procedures. 

Bio: Ajit Tamhane is Senior Associate Dean 
of the McCormick School of Engineering and 
Professor of Industrial Engineering & 
Management Sciences (IEMS) with a 
courtesy appointment in Statistics at 
Northwestern University. He was chair of 
IEMS from 2001 to 2008. He received his BS 
degree from IIT, Bombay, and MS and PhD 
degrees from Cornell University. 

Professor Tamhane’s research interests are in 
the areas of multiple testing problems in 
clinical trials and design of experiments. He 
has published about 100 papers in top 

refereed journals in these and other areas. He 
is the author of three books:  Multiple 
Comparison Procedures with Yosef 
Hochberg (Wiley, 1987), Statistics and Data 
Analysis with Dorothy Dunlop (Prentice Hall, 
2000) and Statistical Analysis of Designed 
Experiments (Wiley, 2009).  He has edited 
two volumes of collected papers: Design of 
Experiments: Ranking and Selection with 
Thomas Santner (Marcel-Dekker, 1984) and 
Multiple Testing Problems in Pharmaceutical 
Statistics with Alex Dmitrienko and Frank 
Bretz (Taylor & Francis, 2009). He is an 
elected fellow of the American Statistical 
Association, the Institute of Mathematical 
Statistics and the American Association for 
Advancement of Science. 

◙ 

Title: Population Enrichment Designs for 
Molecularly Targeted Therapies in Oncology 

Speaker: Cyrus Mehta, Ph.D. 

Abstract: The development of molecularly 
targeted therapies for certain types of cancers 
(e.g., Vemurafenib for advanced melanoma 
with mutant BRAF; Cetuximab for metastatic 
colorectal cancer with KRAS wild type)  has 
let to the consideration of population 
enrichement designs that explicitly factor-in 
the possibility that the experimental 
compound might differentially benefit 
different biomarker subgroups. In such 
designs, enrollment would initially be open to 
a broad patient population with the option to 
restrict future enrollment, following an 
interim analysis, to only those biomarker 
subgroups that appeared to be benefiting from 
the experimental therapy. While this strategy 
could greatly improve the chances of success 
for the trial, it poses several statistical and 
logistical design challenges. Since late-stage 
oncology trials are typically event driven, one 
faces a complex trade-off between power, 
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sample size, number of events and study 
duration. This trade-off is further 
compounded by the importance of 
maintaining statistical independence of the 
data before and after the interim analysis and 
of optimizing the timing of the interim 
analysis. This talk will highlight the crucial 
role of simulation-guided design for resolving 
these difficulties while nevertheless 
maintaining strong control of the type-1 error. 

Bio: Dr. Mehta is an elected an American 
Statistical Association Fellow, named the 
Mosteller Statistician of the Year by the 
Massachusetts ASA Chapter, and an Elected 
Member of the International Statistical 
Institute. He remains an Adjunct Professor of 
Biostatistics at the Harvard School of Public 
Health and holds degrees from the Indian 
Institute of Technology and Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 

His more recent research centers on adaptive 
and group sequential clinical trial methods 
and design tools. Dr. Mehta is the driving 
force behind Cytel's East®, the most widely 
used trial design and simulation software. He 
frequently provides adaptive trial design 
training for leading pharmaceutical 
companies, academic collaborators and FDA 
personnel. 

◙ 

Title: New Methods and Developments in 
Innovative Trial Designs using EAST 

Speaker: Charles Liu, Ph.D. 

Abstract: This talk introduces East® 
Architect, the entirely re-designed update of 
our industry standard clinical trial design tool. 
With East on Cytel's Architect software 
platform, you can design, monitor and 
simulate single look, group sequential and 
adaptive trials with one arm, two or multiple 

arms, for binary, continuous or time-to-event 
endpoints. At the trial design stage, it is 
important to investigate many different 
combinations of design parameters - 
including power, spending functions, timing 
of interim analyses, and enrollment rates.  
The new interface enables previews of 
multiple scenarios simultaneously.   There are 
advantages of importing source data sets for 
computing conditional power for interim and 
final analyses.   We will introduce and review 
many new features, including: - multiple 
scenarios stored in workbook files for easy 
retrieval - multiple scenarios compared 
graphically for easy communication - 
handling trials with delayed response and 
drop-outs - extending available designs 
through external calls to R functions - 
adjusting design for stratification factors - 
computation of Bayesian power or probability 
of success (assurance). 

Bio: Charles Liu is a statistician and product 
manager at Cytel. He is involved in the 
development, testing, and support of Cytel’s 
clinical trial design products. He has a 
research background in Psychology, 
Neuroscience, and Biostatistics, especially in 
Bayesian methods. Charles earned a Masters 
in Biostatistics from Monash University, and 
a PhD in Neuroscience from the University of 
Melbourne. 

◙ 

Title: What Makes a Good Statistical 
Consultant? 

Speaker: Erik V. (Rick) Nordheim, Ph.D. 

Abstract: Success as a statistical consultant 
requires a combination of technical skills, 
ability to communicate well, good 
psychological understanding, and an ability to 
see “the big picture”.  This talk will focus on 
those attributes that are not taught in the 



4 
 

classroom but are important for the successful 
consultant. 

Bio: Professor ----   since Fall 1977 
Department of Statistics University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 

Ph.D. University of Minnesota, School of 
Statistics (1973-1977; degree granted June 
1978)    Thesis: Inference from nonrandomly 
missing data. University of Minnesota,  235 
pp. 

M.A. University of California, Berkeley, 
Department of Physics (1967-1972) 

Over 120 refereed publications 

Instructor in many courses including 
“Statistical Consulting” for advanced 
graduate students 

UW-Madison --  Distinguished Teaching 
Award (1986) 

Numerous consultancies with government 
and industry 

Upcoming Meetings and Presentations 

The Chicago Chapter of the ASA offers 
events throughout the year. Consult their 
website for details: http://www.chicagoasa.org 

SAS Global Forum (formerly SUGI) 
March 24-26, 2014. Washington D.C. 

PharmaSUG 
June 1-4, 2014. San Diego, CA. 

DIA 
June 15-19 2014, San Diego, CA. 

Joint Statistical Meetings 
August 2-7 2014. Boston MA. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Please see the chapter website for any 
additional opportunities. 

Getting Involved with the NIC 

The chapter is often looking for volunteers to 
serve as NIC officers on a yearly basis. At the 
moment we are actively looking for a 
Community Activities officer. If interested 
please in this or other positions contact an 
Officer for details of the duties. 

Volunteers are needed to help with 
registration at the Fall Meeting. Registration 
volunteers will be expected to arrive prior to 
the start of the registration period and will 
work at the registration desk as directed by 
the Chapter Treasurer, Benhuai Xie. This is a 
great way to connect faces with names and 
get to know other Chapter members. If you 
would like to volunteer to assist in 
registration, please contact Benhuai Xie via 
email at benhuai.xie @takeda.com or by 
phone at (224) 554-2723.  

Job Opportunities 

Please see the chapter website for any 
opportunities. 

Chapter Mailing List 

NIC-ASA sends announcements, such as 
save-the-date memos, registration 
information, and Statfax newsletters, via the 
email address, nic.amstat@gmail.com. If you 
would like to join our mailing list, please 
subscribe by sending an email to 
nic.amstat@gmail.com. If you encounter any 
issues, please contact Jennifer Yen at 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001zdPMLUxoeg0p0ced-Llzz1Pd4K6LegzB53Pjrqh8Y9PNx-J45hG90nf1D7YXf_es2qT7xVGUJC0AIcktBrdZUYR8VSl_wTM6I86xx1b4Ad1742DneA4FQQ==
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2013/index.cfm
mailto:benhuai.xie%20@takeda.com
mailto:nic.amstat@gmail.com
mailto:nic.amstat@gmail.com
mailto:Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com
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Chapter Website 

Our Chapter’s website has the latest news on 
the Chapter. Find it at: 
www.amstat.org/chapters/NortheasternIllinois 

The website contains information about our 
Chapter, including events, program 
information, and contact information for 
Chapter officers and committee members. 
You can also peruse current and past Chapter 
newsletters and slides/notes from previous 
presentations. 

Officers and Committee Chairs 

President 
Chaofeng (Charles) Liu 
224-205-5091 (O)  
chaofeng.liu@us.astellas.com 

President Elect/Program Chair 
Yili Pritchett 
(224) 205-8244 
yili.pritchett@astellas.com 

Secretary 
Annie Wang 
(224) 205-8497 
annie.wang@astellas.com 

Treasurer and Membership Database 
Benhuai Xie 
(224) 554-2723 
benhuai.xie@takeda.com 

Associate Treasurer 
Eric Song 
(224) 554-2997  
haoliang.song@takeda.com 

Past President 
Mahinda Karunaratne 
(847) 599-3073 
nivpat@comcast.net 

Chapter Representative 
Marty King 
(847) 938-3775 
martin.king@abbvie.com 

Webmaster 
Clint Lovell 
(224) 361-7786 
clint.lovell@gmail.com 

Mailing List Administrator 
Jennifer Yen 
(847) 938-2942 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com 

Arrangements Coordinator 
Patrick Huang 
224-554-2128 
patrick.huang@takeda.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Carl Slenk 
(224) 361-7219 
carl.slenk@abbott.com 

Workshop Publicity 
Jennifer Yen 
(847) 938-2942 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com 

Community Activities 
OPEN for a Volunteer 

Publication Info 
Statfax is published by the Northeastern 
Illinois Chapter of the American Statistical 
Association. 
Statfax welcomes letters and material for 
articles from its readers. Address 

http://www.amstat.org/chapters/NortheasternIllinois
mailto:chaofeng.liu@us.astellas.com
mailto:yili.pritchett@astellas.com
mailto:annie.wang@astellas.com
mailto:benhuai.xie@takeda.com
mailto:haoliang.song@takeda.com
mailto:nivpat@comcast.net
mailto:clint.lovell@gmail.com
mailto:Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com
mailto:patrick.huang@takeda.com
mailto:carl.slenk@abbott.com
mailto:Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com
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correspondence to: The Editor, Statfax, c/o 
Carl Slenk, Abbott Molecular, 1300 E. Touhy 
Ave., Des Plaines IL 60018 

To subscribe to Statfax, please send an e-
mail to nic.amstat@gmail.com. 

The Chapter’s purpose, as stated in its 
Constitution, is “to foster statistics and its 
applications and promote the interests of the 
statistical profession…”. Accordingly, 
diverse views are presented. They do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the officers 
or the policies of the Chapter. 

mailto:nic.amstat@gmail.com
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