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President’s Report 

Dear NIC-ASA Members, 

It has been an honor to serve as President of 
the NIC-ASA in 2012. Your participation in 
chapter activities makes a big difference in 
the success of the chapter. Our Spring 
workshop conducted by Susanne May was a 
big success with close to 70 participants. 
Workshop attendees felt that Susanne gave a 
well-balanced and thorough presentation of 
survival analysis while keeping it at a level 
that a practicing statistician can understand. 
Let me take this opportunity to thank all the 
attendees, chapter officers, and other 
volunteers for making the workshop a 
success. 

The next event sponsored by the chapter is 
the Fall meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 
October 24th at Crowne Plaza in Northbrook. 
The full schedule of the meeting is outlined at 
the end of my report. We will be hosting three 
distinguished speakers, Dr. Robert Gibbons, 
Dr. Ryan Martin, and Dr. Brent Logan, 
presenting on a variety of interesting topics. 
This should provide a nice contrast to the 
spring workshop.   

Without the dedication of the chapter officers 
we would not be able to keep the chapter 
running smoothly and moving forward. I truly 
appreciate their behind-the-curtain work. I 
would like to express my sincere gratitude to 
the officers for this year: David Degras, 

Patrick Huang, Charles Chaofeng Liu, Clint 
Lovell, Melvin Munsaka, Carolyn Setze, 
Sandra Sinisi Lovell, Carl Slenk, Eric Song, 
and Jennifer Yen.  

I look forward to seeing you on October 24th. 

Warm Regards,  

Mahinda Karunaratne 

Fall Meeting 

Date and Location: Wednesday, the 24th of 
October at Crowne Plaza in Northbrook 

Registration and Lunch: 11:30–12:45 

Presentations: 1:00-4:00 

◙ 

Title: A nonparametric empirical Bayes 
framework for large-scale multiple testing. 

Presenter: Dr. Ryan Martin, University of 
Illinois, Chicago 

Abstract: This talk will present a flexible and 
identifiable version of the two-groups model, 
motivated by hierarchical Bayes 
considerations, that features an empirical null 
and a semiparametric mixture model for the 
non-null cases. A computationally efficient 
predictive recursion marginal likelihood 
procedure is used to estimate the model 
parameters, even the nonparametric mixing 
distribution. This leads to a nonparametric 
empirical Bayes testing procedure, called 
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PRtest, based on thresholding the estimated 
local false discovery rates. 

Simulations and real-data examples 
demonstrate that, compared to existing 
approaches, PRtest's careful handling of the 
non-null density can give a much better fit in 
the tails of the mixture distribution which, in 
turn, may lead to more realistic conclusions. 
(This is joint work with Professor Surya T. 
Tokdar at Duke University.) 

◙ 

Title: Statistical Issues in Drug Safety: The 
curious case of Antidepressants, 
Anticonvulsants, and Suicide 

Presenter: Dr. Robert Gibbons, University of 
Chicago 

Abstract: In 2003, the U.S. FDA, MHRA in 
the U.K., and European Union released public 
health advisories for a possible causal link 
between antidepressant treatment and suicide 
in children and adolescents ages 18 and 
under.  This led the U.S. FDA to issue a black 
box warning for antidepressant treatment of 
childhood depression in 2004, which was 
later extended to include young adults (18-24) 
in 2006.  Following these warnings, rather 
than observing the anticipated decrease in 
youth suicide rates, record increases in youth 
suicide rates were observed in both the U.S. 
and Europe.  In this presentation, we review 
the data and statistical methodology that led 
to the public health advisories and black box 
warning, and the data that led to the record 
increases in youth suicide rates and discuss 
their possible relationship.  New statistical 
and experimental design approaches to post-
marketing drug safety surveillance are 
developed, discussed and illustrated. 

◙ 

Title: Pseudo-value regression models in 
survival analysis 

Presenter: Dr. Brent Logan, Medical College 
of Wisconsin 

Abstract: Not Available at this time. 

Upcoming Meetings and Presentations 

Next year PharmaSUG, one of the major SAS 
conferences, will be held in downtown 
Chicago. This is a great opportunity to 
present papers and not incur the expenses 
usually associated with traveling to a 
conference. Volunteers are also needed to 
help organize and run the conference. See the 
PharmaSUG website for details and contacts. 

ENAR 
March 10-13, 2013 
Orlando, FL 

SAS Global Forum (formerly SUGI) 
April 28 thru May 1 
San Francisco, California 

PharmaSUG 
May 12-15 
Chicago, Illinois 

DIA 
June 23-27, 2013 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Joint Statistical Meetings 
August 3 - 8, 2013 
Montréal, Québec, Canada, Palais de congrès 
de Montréal 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Please see the chapter website for any 
additional opportunities. 

Getting Involved with the NIC 

The chapter is often looking for volunteers to 
serve as NIC officers on a yearly. If interested 
please contact President Karunaratne for 
details of the positions and their duties. 

http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2013/index.cfm
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Volunteers are needed to help with 
registration at the Fall Meeting. Registration 
volunteers will be expected to arrive prior to 
the start of the registration period and will 
work at the registration desk as directed by 
the Chapter Treasurer, Patrick Huang. This is 
a great way to connect faces with names and 
get to know other Chapter members. If you 
would like to volunteer to assist in 
registration, please contact Patrick Huang via 
email at phuang@takeda.com or by phone at 
(224) 554-2128.  

Job Opportunities 

Please see the chapter website for any 
opportunities. 

Chapter Mailing List 

Due to changes in the way ASA supports 
chapter mailing lists, effective September 
2010 the NIC-ASA now sends 
announcements, such as save-the-date 
memos, registration information, and Statfax 
newsletters, via the email address, 
nic.amstat@gmail.com. If you would like to 
join our mailing list, please subscribe by 
sending an email to nic.amstat@gmail.com. If 
you encounter any issues, please contact 
Jennifer Yen at Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com. 

Chapter Website 

Our Chapter’s website has the latest news on 
the Chapter. Find it at: 
www.amstat.org/chapters/NortheasternIllinois 

The website contains information about our 
Chapter, including events, program 
information, and contact information for 
Chapter officers and committee members. 
You can also peruse current and past Chapter 
newsletters and slides/notes from previous 
presentations. 

Officers and Committee Chairs 

President 
Mahinda Karunaratne 
(847) 599-3073 
nivpat@comcast.net 

President Elect 
Chaofeng (Charles) Liu 
224-205-5091 (O)  
chaofeng.liu@us.astellas.com 

Secretary 
Clint Lovell 
(224) 361-7786 
clint.lovell@gmail.com 

Treasurer and Membership Database 
Patrick Huang 
(224) 554-2128 
phuang@takeda.com 

Associate Treasurer 
Eric Song 
(224) 554-2997  
esong@ takeda.com 

Past President 
Sandra Sinisi Lovel 
(847) 937-8405 
sesinisi@yahoo.com  

Chapter Representative 
Melvin Munsaka 
(224) 554-2846 
mmunsaka@ takeda.com 

Webmaster 
Clint Lovell 
(224) 361-7786 
clint.lovell@gmail.com 

Mailing List Administrator 
Jennifer Yen 
(847) 938-2942 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com 

mailto:nic.amstat@gmail.com
mailto:nic.amstat@gmail.com
mailto:Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com
http://www.amstat.org/chapters/NortheasternIllinois
mailto:nivpat@comcast.net
mailto:chaofeng.liu@us.astellas.com
mailto:clint.lovell@gmail.com
mailto:esong@tgrd.com
mailto:mmunsaka@tgrd.com
mailto:clint.lovell@gmail.com
mailto:Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com
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Arrangements Coordinator 
Carolyn Setze 
(847) 937-5816 
carolyn.setze@abbott.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Carl Slenk 
(224) 361-7219 
carl.slenk@abbott.com 

Workshop Publicity 
Jennifer Yen 
(847) 938-2942 
Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com 

Community Activities 
David Degras 
(773) 325-1340 
ddegrasv@depaul.edu 

Publication Info 

Statfax is published by the Northeastern 
Illinois Chapter of the American Statistical 
Association. 
Statfax welcomes letters and material for 
articles from its readers. Address 
correspondence to: The Editor, Statfax, c/o 
Carl Slenk, Abbott Molecular, 1300 E. Touhy 
Ave., Des Plaines IL 60018 

To subscribe to Statfax, please send an e-
mail to nic.amstat@gmail.com. 

The Chapter’s purpose, as stated in its 
Constitution, is “to foster statistics and its 
applications and promote the interests of the 
statistical profession…”. Accordingly, 
diverse views are presented. They do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the officers 
or the policies of the Chapter. 

 

mailto:carolyn.setze@abbott.com
mailto:Jennifer.L.Yen@abbott.com
mailto:cbernett@ix.netcom.com
mailto:nic.amstat@gmail.com

	Getting Involved with the NIC
	Job Opportunities
	Chapter Mailing List
	Chapter Website
	Officers and Committee Chairs
	Publication Info

