
 

1 
 

President’s Report 

Dear Fellow Members,  

It’s been a pleasure to serve as President of 
the NIC-ASA this year.  Thanks to your 
support, we were able to have a successful 
Spring meeting and Summer workshop, and 
I’m pleased to report that the chapter will 
have a positive balance to take forward into 
2011.   Please take a look at the Fall Meeting 
agenda described below and mark your 
calendars for October 20th.  We have 
interesting presentations on several topics of 
current interest, including longitudinal 
categorical data, competing risks, and rare 
events; it is sure to be another valuable and 
informative session.  

As you know, chapter officers and committee 
members serve on a voluntary basis, which is 
all the more impressive since, unlike many 
elected offices, an NIC-ASA position rarely 
leads to a lucrative speaking career.  Thanks 
to all of them for their work this year, with 
special thanks to Jeff Isaacson for his service 
in several roles over the years; our loss is the 
Colorado-Wyoming chapter’s gain.  Thanks 
also to Melvin Munsaka for his tenacity and 
persuasiveness in developing the agendas for 
our Spring and Fall meetings.  Finally, thanks 
to Clint Lovell and Sandra Sinisi for all their 
behind-the-scenes work to keep chapter 
activities moving forward – the officers know 
that if you left the planning to me, we’d 
probably have the Spring meeting in May, the 

Summer workshop around Halloween, and 
the Fall meeting sometime after Valentine’s 
Day! 

Thanks again for a great year, and I’m 
looking forward to seeing all of you on 
October 20th. 

~Marty King 

Fall Meeting Presentations 

Please join us for the Fall Meeting on 
Wednesday, October 20th at the Crowne 
Plaza Northbrook located at 2875 N. 
Milwaukee Avenue, Northbrook. Registration 
opens at 11:00 am, allowing for lunch at 
11:30 am, followed by the presentations 
starting at 12:30 pm. If you have not received 
a registration form via the email list one can 
be obtained from the chapter web site.  The 
deadline to register is October 13. 

Title: Mixed Models For Longitudinal 
Ordinal And Nominal Data 

Speaker: Don Hedeker, 
Professor of Biostatistics, 
University of Illinois at Chicago 

Abstract: Ordinal and nominal outcomes are 
common in many areas of research. It can 
often be the case that these outcomes are 
repeatedly measured from individuals.  This 
presentation will focus on generalizations of 
the logistic regression model for categorical 
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longitudinal data, within a mixed model 
framework. 

Specifically, the following models will be 
described and compared: mixed-effects 
logistic regression for nominal outcomes, and 
mixed-effects proportional odds and non-
proportional odds models for ordinal 
outcomes.  The latter models are useful 
because the proportional odds assumption of 
equal covariate effects across the cumulative 
logits of the model is often unreasonable.  
Instead, allowing the covariates to have 
varying influences across the cumulative 
logits of the ordinal responses provides a very 
flexible approach to the modeling of ordinal 
outcomes. 

To illustrate and compare model features, 
analyses will be presented of a dataset where 
psychiatric homeless subjects were repeatedly 
assessed in terms of their housing situation 
(classified as either independent, community, 
or variable housing).  Treatment of these 
repeated housing status classifications as 
ordinal and nominal outcomes will be 
compared.  The use of SAS PROC 
NLMIXED for these models will be 
described and illustrated. 

Bio: Dr. Hedeker is a Professor of 
Biostatistics in the Division of Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics, School of Public Health, 
where has been since 1993.  He received his 
Ph.D. in Quantitative Psychology from The 
University of Chicago in 1989.  Dr. 
Hedeker’s main expertise is in the 
development and use of advanced statistical 
methods for clustered and longitudinal data, 
with particular emphasis on mixed-effects 
models.  He is the primary author of several 
freeware computer programs for mixed-
effects analysis and is published, with co-
author Robert D. Gibbons, the text 
"Longitudinal Data Analysis" (Wiley, 2006).  

In 2000, Dr. Hedeker was named a Fellow of 
the American Statistical Association.  Dr. 
Hedeker is an Associate Editor for Statistics 
in Medicine and Journal of Statistical 
Software, a past Associate Editor for Journal 
of Educational and Behavioral Statistics.  He 
has also been the PI, co-PI, or co-I on over 
twenty NIH or CDC research grants. 

◙ 

Title: Analysis of Competing Risks 

Speaker: James Dignam, 
Associate Professor, Biostatistics, 
University of Chicago 

Abstract: In clinical cancer research, 
competing risks are frequently encountered. 
For example, individuals undergoing 
treatment for surgically resectable disease 
may experience recurrence near the removed 
tumor, metastatic recurrence at other sites, 
occurrence of second primary cancer, or 
death from non-cancer causes prior to any of 
these events. Two quantities, the cause-
specific hazard function and the cumulative 
incidence function, are commonly used to 
summarize outcomes by event type. Tests for 
event-specific differences between treatment 
groups may thus be based on comparison of 
a) cause-specific hazards via a logrank or 
related test, or b) the cumulative incidence 
functions via one of several available tests. 
Similarly, modeling of covariate effects may 
be based on either metric. Inferential results 
for these approaches can differ considerably 
for the same cause-specific endpoint. 
Depending on the questions of principal 
interest, one or both metrics may be 
appropriate to consider. 
Simulation study results will be presented 
along with a discussion of examples from 
cancer clinical trials to illustrate these points 
and provide guidance for analysis when 
competing risks are present. 



3 
 

 

Bio: Dr. Dignam is an Associate Professor of 
Biostatistics in the Department of Health 
Studies at the University of Chicago and an 
Investigator in the University of Chicago 
Cancer Research Center. He has an extensive 
background in multi-center cancer clinical 
trial research, having been a statistician for 
the National Surgical Adjuvant Breast and 
Bowel Cancer Project (NSABP) and the 
American College of Surgeons Oncology 
Group (ACoSOG) before recently becoming 
the Group Statistician for the Radiation 
Therapy Oncology Group (RTOG). He has 
also been the principal investigator of 
National Institutes of Health and Susan G. 
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation grants in 
breast cancer research. He currently teaches 
courses in introductory Biostatistics, Design 
and Analysis of Clinical Trials, and Survival 
Analysis, and his research interests include 
cancer clinical trial design and interim 
monitoring, racial/ethnic background and 
cancer prognosis, and competing risks and 
multiple endpoints in survival analysis. Dr. 
Dignam holds a Ph.D. in biostatistics from 
the University of Pittsburgh.   

◙ 
Title: Meta Analysis for Rare Event Studies 

Speaker: Dulal K Bhaumik, 
Professor of Biostatistics and Psychiatry, 
University of Illinois at Chicago 

Abstract: This presentation will discuss how 
to estimate the treatment effect when 
heterogeneity is present for rare event studies. 
Several moment-based estimates will be 
compared with the marginal maximum-
likelihood estimate. A new method is 
proposed to test the heterogeneity parameter 
and show that it controls the type I error rate 
to the pre-specified nominal level. A definite 

guideline will be provided to select an 
appropriate model when model violations are 
expected. The role of sample size is also 
investigated in the context of both estimation 
and testing. The results are illustrated with a 
real data example. 

Bio: Dr. Bhaumik is a Professor of 
Psychiatry, Biostatistics and Bioengineering 
at the University of Illinois at Chicago. He 
received his BS in Statistics from Calcutta 
University, his MS in Statistics from the 
Indian Statistical Institute, and his PhD in the 
same field from the University of Maryland. 
Before joining UIC, he served as a Professor 
of Statistics in the Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics at University of 
South Alabama. 

Dr. Bhaumik’s interests include 
Environmental Statistics, Statistical Problems 
in Psychiatry, Biostatistics, Design of 
Experiments, and Statistical Inferences. 
Currently he is investigating sample size 
determination and power computation for 
fMRI data. 

Dr. Bhaumik has conducted research, taught 
and published extensively in these areas. He 
and Professor Robert D Gibbons received the 
American Statistical Association's W.J. 
Youden Award in 2002 and 2006 for Inter-
laboratory Testing in recognition of the 
contribution to the analysis of inter-laboratory 
calibration experiments. In 2009, one of his 
articles received the Outstanding Statistical 
Application Award from the American 
Statistical Association. 

In 2008, Dr. Bhaumik was elected a Fellow of 
the American Statistical Association for his 
outstanding contributions to the development 
of Optimal Designs, Construction of 
Prediction and Tolerance Limits for 
Environmental Data, Hypotheses Testing for 

http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/118002942/abstract
http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/118002942/abstract
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Mental Health Research, Development of 
Statistical Methodology, and Dissemination 
of Software for Analyzing Functional 
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (fMRI) Data. 

His research has been funded by the National 
Institute of Mental Health. He is also a co-
author of the Wiley book, Statistical Methods 
for Ground Water Monitoring, 2nd Edition. 

Upcoming Meetings and Presentations 

ENAR March 20-23, Hyatt Regency Miami, 
Miami, FL 

◙ 
SAS Global Forum (SUGI) April 4-7, Los 
Vegas 

◙ 
PharmaSUG May 8 - 11, Nashville, TN 

◙ 
DIA June 19-23 McCormick Place, Chicago 

◙ 
JSM July 30 - August 4, Miami Beach, 
Florida, Miami Beach Convention Center 

◙ 
Intn’l. Society for Clinical Biostatistics, 
Ottawa, Canada, August 21-25; 
www.iscb2011.info

◙ 
The Chicago Chapter of the ASA often offers 
a monthly Statistical Lunch. For details, see 
their website: http://www.chicagoasa.org/ 

◙ 
The Mathematics, Statistics, and Computer 
Science Department of the University of 
Illinois at Chicago hosts statistical seminars 
throughout the year. For more information, 
visit: www.math.uic.edu/seminars

◙ 
Chicago R user’s Group Meetings; 
www.meetup.com/ChicagoRUG

Getting Involved 

Election of 2011 Officers will take place at 
the Fall Meeting, immediately following 
lunch.  If you would like to become an officer 
of the NIC-ASA, please contact Sandra Sinisi 
via email at sesinisi@yahoo.com for more 
information. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Volunteers are needed to help with 
registration at the Fall Meeting. Registration 
volunteers will be expected to arrive about a 
half-hour prior to the start of the registration 
period and will work at the registration desk 
as directed by the Chapter Treasurer, Dr. 
Serena Chan. This is a great way to connect 
faces with names and get to know other 
Chapter members. If you would like to 
volunteer to assist in registration, please 
contact Dr. Chan via email at 
schan@tgrd.com or by phone at (224) 554-
1934. 

Career Opportunities 

Please see the chapter website for any 
opportunities. 

Chapter Mailing List 

Due to changes in the way ASA supports 
chapter mailing lists, effective September 
2010 the NIC-ASA will now send 
announcements, such as save-the-date 
memos, registration information, and Statfax 
newsletters, via a new email address 
(nic.amstat@gmail.com). If you were on the 
previous mailing list you should be 
transferred to the new list without needing to 
take any action. If you were not on the 
previous list, or if you would like to join our 
mailing list, please subscribe by sending an 
email to nic.amstat@gmail.com. If you 

http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-0470164964.html
http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-0470164964.html
http://www.iscb2011.info/
http://www.math.uic.edu/seminars
http://www.meetup.com/ChicagoRUG
mailto:sesinisi@yahoo.com
mailto:schan@tgrd.com
mailto:nic.amstat@gmail.com
mailto:nic.amstat@gmail.com
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Lovell at clint.lovell@gmail.com. 

5 
 

Chapter Website 

Our Chapter’s website has the latest news on 
the Chapter. Find it at: 
www.amstat.org/chapters/NortheasternIllinois

The website contains lots of information 
about our Chapter, including events, program 
information, and contact information for 
Chapter officers and committee members. 
You can also peruse current and past Chapter 
newsletters and slides/notes from previous 
presentations. 

Officers and Committee Chairs 

President  
Marty King 
(847) 938-3775 
martin.king@abbott.com

President-Elect and Program Chair 
Sandra Sinisi 
(847) 317-5470 
sesinisi@yahoo.com

Secretary 
Clint Lovell 
(847) 282-1945 
clint.lovell@gmail.com

Treasurer and Membership Database 
Serena Chan 
(224) 554-1934 
schan@tgrd.com

Associate Treasurer 
Eric Song 
(224) 554-2997 
esong@tgrd.com

Past President 
Xuejun Peng 
(847) 582-3854 
xpeng@tgrd.com

Chapter Representative 
Melvin Munsaka 
(224) 554-2846 
mmunsaka@tgrd.com

Arrangements Coordinator 
Carolyn Setze 
(847) 937-5816 
carolyn.setze@abbott.com

Chapter Listserv Admin and Webmaster 
Clint Lovell 
(847) 282-1945 
clint.lovell@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor 
Carl Slenk 
(224) 361-7219 
carl.slenk@abbott.com

Newsletter Associate Editor 
Sandra Sinisi 
(847) 317-5470 
sesinisi@yahoo.com

Workshop Publicity 
Jennifer Yen  
jenniferzhangyen@gmail.com

and 

Mahinda Karunaratne 
(847) 317-8676 
nivpat@comcast.net

Community Activities 
Carole Bernett 
(630) 773-2697 
cbernett@ix.netcom.com

Publication Info 
Statfax is published three times a year 
(Spring, Summer, and Fall), by the 
Northeastern Illinois Chapter of the American 
Statistical Association. 
Statfax welcomes letters and material for 
articles from its readers. Email 
correspondence to: carl.slenk@abbott.com

mailto:clint.lovell@gmail.com
http://www.amstat.org/chapters/NortheasternIllinois
mailto:martin.king@abbott.com
mailto:sesinisi@yahoo.com
mailto:clint.lovell@gmail.com
mailto:schan@tgrd.com
mailto:esong@tgrd.com
mailto:xpeng@tgrd.com
mailto:mmunsaka@tgrd.com
mailto:carolyn.setze@abbott.com
mailto:clint.lovell@gmail.com
mailto:carl.slenk@abbott.com
mailto:sesinisi@yahoo.com
mailto:jenniferzhangyen@gmail.com
mailto:nivpat@comcast.net
mailto:cbernett@ix.netcom.com
mailto:carl.slenk@abbott.com
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To subscribe to Statfax, please send an e-
mail to nic.amstat@gmail.com. 

The Chapter’s purpose, as stated in its 
Constitution, is “to foster statistics and its 
applications and promote the interests of the 
statistical profession…”. Accordingly, 
diverse views are presented. They do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the officers 
or the policies of the Chapter. 
 

mailto:nic.amstat@gmail.com
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