
 
2006 Fall Meeting Notice 

Northeastern Illinois Chapter 
American Statistical Association 

DATE:       Thursday, Oct 19, 2006, 11:30am – 4:30pm.                                                                                                  
LOCATION: Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel                                                                                                     

933 Skokie Boulevard, Northbrook, Illinois 60062                                                     
(847) 498-6500  

RESERVATIONS:  Advance reservations are required and must be received by 4 p.m. Thursday, 
Oct 12th, 2006.  Cancellations cannot be accepted after this date, and "no shows" will be billed.  
ATTIRE: Business Casual. 
FEES: Luncheon & Sessions Sessions Only NIC 
 Member Non-Member Member Non-Member Membership Only 
Regular (Corp./Govt.)  $55.00 $60.00 $30.00 $35.00 $5.00 

Full-time Student  $11.00 $12.00 no charge $1.00 $1.00 
Since membership is held on a calendar year basis, if you have not expressly joined the Chapter this 
year, you should pay the non-member rate.  Doing so will make you a member for 2006. 
PAYMENT:   Make checks payable to: Northeastern Illinois Chapter, ASA 
 
REGISTRATION: Please mail, e-mail, or fax (no call-ins) the registration form to: 
 Jimmy Sun Phone: (847) 937-9776 
 D-07B2 AP5N Fax: (847) 935-3320 
 Abbott Laboratories 
 100 Abbott Park Road 

Email: jimmy.sun@abbott.com 

 Abbott Park, IL 60064-3500  
 
PROGRAM:   
10:00 – 11:00 Executive Committee Meeting 
10:45 – 11:30 Registration  
11:30 – 12:30 Lunch 
12:30 – 12:45 Vote in new executive committee members 
12:45 – 1:45 Speaker: Dr. Paul Rathouz – Identifiability Assumptions for Missing Covariate Data 

in Failure Time Regression Models 
  1:45 – 2:00 Break 
  2:00 – 3:00 Speaker: Dr. Hyung Woo Kim – Phase II Selection Design With Adaptive 

Randomization in a Limited-Resource Environment 
  3:00 – 3:15 Break 
  3:15 – 4:15 Speaker: Dr. Alan M. Polansky – Observed Confidence Levels: Theory and 

Application 
 
NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS CHAPTER MEETING REGISTRATION/MEMBERSHIP DUES 
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________  
Company ___________________________________  Department _______________________________________ 
Street Address  _______________________________ ___________________________  Work   ____  Home  ____ 
Telephone (_____)____________________Work   ____  Home  ____ E-mail address ________________________ 
I will not be attending the meeting and am enclosing my ___ Membership Dues Only. 
2006 NIC/ASA member prior to this registration?  (See FEES for details)   ___ Yes    ___ No 
Circle one of the following: (1) Regular (Corp./Govt.); (2) Academic (Univ./H.S.); (3) Full-Time Student 
Tax Identification Number 52-1665956    



 
 
 

DIRECTIONS TO THE MEETING 
 
Location:    Renaissance Chicago North Shore 

933 Skokie Boulevard, Northbrook, Illinois 60062 
(847) 498-6500. 

 
From O’Hare: Take I-90 to I-294 North to Willow Road. Exit Willow Rd. East (turn right) to Sunset Ridge Rd. (4.5 
miles). Turn left on Sunset Ridge Road. Go two miles to the end of street. Renaissance Chicago North Shore Hotel is 
in front of Stop Light. 

From Chicago: Take I-94 North to the Edens Expressway. Exit Dundee Road West. Turn left on Skokie Boulevard. 
Hotel is one block South on the Left. 

From the North: Take I-94 South (stay in the two left lanes while approaching I-94/I-294 [sign says “94 East to 
Chicago Edens Expressway.”]  Exit I-94 at Waukegan Road and turn right. Go to Dundee Road. Turn left then turn 
right on Skokie Boulevard. Hotel is on the left.  

 
Alternative directions can be obtained at www.mapquest.com.  

 



3    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . 

 

Fall Meeting Workshop 
The Fall Workshop of the Northeastern Illinois 
Chapter of the ASA will take place on Thursday 
October 19th, 2006. The workshop will begin with 
a short voting session for the new committee 
members for the posts of President-Elect and 
Program Chair, Treasurer, and Editor. There will 
be three speaker sessions covering a variety of 
topics. The abstracts of the talks to be presented, 
including the bios of each of the speakers, are 
provided below.      

Identifiability Assumptions for Missing 
Covariate Data in Failure Time 
Regression Models 
Prospective, Methods in the literature for missing 
covariate data in survival models have relied on 
the missing at random (MAR) assumption to 
render regression parameters identifiable.  MAR 
means that missingness can depend on the 
observed exit time, and whether or not that exit is 
a failure or a censoring event.  By considering 
ways in which missingness of covariate ~ X could 
depend on the true but possibly censored failure 
time T and the true censoring time C, we attempt 
to identify  missingness mechanisms which would 
yield MAR data. We find that, under various 
reasonable assumptions about how missingness 
might depend on T and/or C, additional strong 
assumptions are needed to obtain MAR. We 
conclude that MAR is difficult to justify in 
practical applications.  One exception arises when 
missingness is independent of T, and C is 
independent of the value of the missing ~ X. As 
alternatives to MAR, we propose two new 
missingness assumptions. In one, the missingness 
depends on T but not on ~ C; in the other, the 
situation is reversed.  For each, we show that the  

 

 

failure time model is identifiable. When 
missingness is independent of T, we show that the 
naive complete record analysis will yield a 
consistent estimator of the failure time 
distribution. When missingness is independent of 
C, we develop a complete-record likelihood 
function and a corresponding estimator for 
parametric failure time models. We propose 
analyses to evaluate the plausibility of either 
assumption in a particular data set, and illustrate 
the ideas using data from the literature on this 
problem. 

  
Paul Rathouz, Ph.D. 
University of Chicago 
Dr. Paul Rathouz is currently an Associate 
Professor of Biostatistics in the Department of 
Health Studies at the University of Chicago.  He 
has published many peer reviewed papers 
covering a wide range of topics in health 
statistics. Dr. Rathouz's statistical interests 
include work on nuisance parameters, estimating 
functions, missing data, and longitudinal data.  
His areas of application include aging research, 
childhood psychiatric disorders (especially 
natural history studies) and some work in 
environmental epidemiology. He has been a 
recipient of several fellowships, honors, and 
awards, including the James E. Grizzle 
Distinguished Alumnus Award, for outstanding 
contributions to Biostatistical methodology, 
consulting and/or teaching in Department of 
Biostatistics at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. He has also been involved in 
organizing sessions at several ENAR/IMS 
meetings. Dr. Rathouz holds a Bachelors degree 
in Mathematics from Rice University, a Masters 
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degree in Biostatistics from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and a PhD in 
Biostatistics from Johns Hopkins University. 

Phase II Selection Design With 
Adaptive Randomization in a Limited-
Resource Environment 
 
In clinical research where there are several 
competing treatments E1, E2,…, ET of interest, 
there is limited number of patients that can 
participate in clinical trials.  With standard 
approaches of today, such as Simon’s [1], Gehan’s 
[2], and Fleming’s [2] multi stage design, the choice 
of a treatment to which patients are assigned with 
priority will be in question.  In addition, 
researchers conduct these trials one at a time.  In 
case competing treatments are tested 
simultaneously, they need to compete with each 
other to accrue the required number of patients.   

We propose a design for testing a null hypothesis 
H0: p ≤ p0 against an alternative hypothesis H1: p 
≥ p1 for all competing treatments within one 
clinical trial setup.  Patients are randomized to 
one of the competing treatments in an adaptive 
randomized fashion.  Initially, the randomization 
is balanced, and it will shift in favor of treatments 
that are performing better.  As a result, a 
treatment with better performance will have 
higher patient accrual rates and be advanced to 
the next level of trials sooner than other 
treatments. 

We will restrict our attention to the case where 
the number of available patients, N, is limited.  
Using simulation, we will compare two 
approaches to phase II trials.  One uses the 
standard approach of today, and the other uses 
adaptive assignment.  We will focus our attention 
to the number of drugs considered, number of 
false positives, number of true positives, 
proportion of patients who respond, and the time 
to find a drug with the best performance.  
[1] Simon, R. ‘Optimal Two-Stage Designs for 
Phase II Clinical Trials’, Controlled Clinical 
Trials, 10, 1-10 (1989) 
[2] Gehan, E. ‘The Determination of The Number 
of Patients Required in a Preliminary and a 
Follow-up Trial of a New Chemotherapeutic 

Agent’, Journal of Chronic Disease, 13, 346-353 
(1961) 
[3] Fleming, T. ‘One-Sample Multiple Testing 
Procedure for Phase II Clinical Trials, Biometrics, 
38, 143-151 (1982) 

Hyung Woo Kim, PhD 
TGRD 
Dr. Hyung Woo Kim is currently working at 
Takeda Global Research & Development as a 
Senior Statistician. Before he joined Takeda, he 
spent six years at MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, and 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company working on 
clinical trials in oncology. He received MS in 
Statistics from Iowa State University and PhD in 
Biostatistics from University of Texas, School of 
Public Health. He has published several statistical 
papers and co-authored many medical papers. 

Observed Confidence Levels: Theory 
and Application 
Suppose that a sample is taken from a population 
whose parameter is a member of a parameter 
space that has been divided into a countable set of 
possibly overlapping subsets. The problem of 
regions is concerned with establishing which of 
these subsets contains the true parameter value on 
the basis of the sample. The problem has many 
applications that include model selection and 
classification. A new approach to this problem is 
based on assigning a measure to each of the 
subsets.  

This measure represents the amount of confidence 
there is that the true parameter value is in that 
subset. Such a measure provides a simple method 
to account for the inherent variability in the data 
and to simultaneously consider the plausibility 
that the parameter is within each of the regions. 
This talk investigates the asymptotic properties of 
several methods for computing such a measure 
for the case of a parameter vector following the 
smooth function model using multivariate 
Edgeworth expansion theory. The applicability of 
the results to finite samples is investigated 
through an empirical study, and the methods are 
demonstrated using an example. 
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Alan M. Polansky, PhD 
Northern Illinois University 
 
Professor Alan M. Polansky received his Ph.D. 
from Southern Methodist University in 1995 
under the direction of Dr. William Schucany. He 
is currently an Associate Professor in the Division 
of Statistics at Northern Illinois University. 

~ Melvin Munsaka 

President’s Report 
My term as the President of the Chapter is nearly 
complete so I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the members of the Executive 
Committee for their help in supporting the 
Chapter.  In particular, I would like to thank 
Renee Alpern (Past-President) and Coleen Hall 
(Secretary) for their efforts and guidance 
throughout the year.   
  
The Executive Committee will have at least three 
new members next year.  Anita Ross (previously 
the newsletter editor) has been nominated as the 
President-elect and Program Chair, Zhen Zhao 
has been nominated for the Treasurer position, 
and Carl Slenk has been nominated to take over 
as the newsletter editor.  We are still looking for 
nominations for the Secretary position.  Melvin 
Munsaka has done a terrific job as the Program 
Chair this year, and I am sure he will continue 
this as the President of the Chapter next year.  
Thanks to all! 

~ Jeff Isaacson 

Nominations for 2007 
Chapter Officers 
At the business portion of the Fall Chapter 
Meeting, scheduled for October 19, 2006, we will 
elect officers for the 2007 calendar year (January 
1–December 31, 2007). The slate of Officers is as 
follows: 
 
President-Elect/Program Chair 
Anita Ross, Ph.D., received her Ph.D. from 
De Paul University in 1990. She has worked as a  

statistician and research analyst in the general 
area of health care treatment outcomes for many 
years. At the same time she taught statistics and 
research courses at several area colleges and  
universities.  She is currently an Associate 
Professor in the School of Adult Learning at 
North Park University, Chicago, Illinois.  She is 
responsible for  the mathematics, statistics and 
computer information Systems courses offered 
through the School of Adult Learning. She 
continues work as an independent statistical 
Consultant.  She has been a long-term member of 
NIC-ASA, and has served on the executive 
committee since 2000. 
 
Treasurer 
Zhen Zhao, M.S., received her Master’s degree 
from Louisiana State University in 1996. Upon 
completing her Master’s degree, she worked as a 
statistician at Pennington Biomedical Research 
Center.  Then Zhen worked for Eli Lilly focusing 
primarily on NDA submission of new insulin 
product for approval by FDA and EU regulatory 
agency.  Later Zhen worked at Abbott 
Laboratories focusing primarily on the Lupron  
SNDA (indication – endometriosis) submission 
for FDA approval and some Phase II dose-
ranging studies.  Zhen is current working for 
Takeda Global Research & Development in the 
capacity of Project Statistician. 
 
Secretary 
A volunteer is needed to fill this position. If you 
are interested in serving as Chapter Secretary, 
please contact the Past-President, Renee Alpern, 
at renee.alpern@va.gov. 

~ Renee Alpern 

Chapter Service Awards 
The following individuals will be recognized at 
the Fall Chapter Meeting for their outstanding 
service to the Chapter.   

Carole Bernett, Ph.D. 
Carole is currently a professor at DePaul 
University in the applied statistics graduate 
program.  She is also a Professor Emeritus at 
Harper College and a statistical consultant with 
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Oncology Specialists.  Carole received a B.A. and 
an M.S. in Mathematics from DePaul University, 
an M.S. and Ph.D. in Operations Research and 
Statistics from the Illinois Institute of 
Technology.   
Carole has been a member of the Northeastern 
Illinois Chapter for over 15 years has served 
many roles.  She was the Program Chair, 
President, and Past President from 1994-1996 and 
has since been the Communities Activity Chair.  
The Career Fair, science fairs, and poster 
competitions are just a few of the community 
activities that she has helped with since 1996.   

Donna Kowalski, M.S. 
Donna is a Principal Statistician in the Research 
Data Sciences Department at Astellas Pharma US.  
Her current responsibilities include statistical 
support to Phase I studies in addition to 
supporting the stability program.  She held 
previous positions in Clinical Statistics at Takeda 
and in Preclinical Statistics at 
Searle/Pharmacia/Pfizer.  Donna received an M.S. 
in Statistics from Northern Illinois University in 
1990. 
Donna has served many roles for the Northeastern 
Illinois Chapter of the ASA from 1996 to 2002.  
She started as the Newsletter editor in 1996 and 
then took on the responsibility for the 
Membership Directory and served as the 
Membership Chair.  In 1998 and 1999 she was 
the treasurer for the chapter and then for the three 
years from 2000-2002 she served as the Program 
Chair, President and Past President.   

Domenic J. Reda, Ph.D. 
Domenic is the Acting Director for Hines 
Cooperative Studies Program Coordinating 
Center (CSPCC), Department of Veteran Affairs 
and a research assistant professor in the 
department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago School of 
Public Health.  He has been involved in the 
design, conduct, and analysis of clinical trials for 
more than 25 years. He has a Ph.D. in biostatistics 
from the University of Illinois at Chicago, an 
M.S. in applied statistics from Purdue University, 
and his B.S. in mathematics and computer science 
from the University of Illinois at Chicago. 

Domenic has more than 100 manuscripts 
published in refereed journals including 8 in the 
New England Journal of Medicine, 4 in the 
Journal of the American Medical Association, 
and 8 in the Archives of Internal Medicine. He 
co-authored book chapters in 6 books on 
hypertension, prostate disease and inguinal hernia 
surgery. 
Domenic is a member of the board of directors of 
the Society of Clinical Trials. For this 
organization he is currently the Chairperson of the 
Education Committee. Dr. Reda has been an 
active member of NIC-ASA soon after its 
inception. He has served as secretary, President 
Elect/Program Chair, and President. He has given 
a presentation at an NIC-ASA meeting and has 
been instrumental in recruiting speakers for 
several meetings.  

Anita A. Ross, Ph.D. 
Anita received her Ph.D. in Psychology from De 
Paul University in 1990.  She has worked as a 
statistician and research analyst in the general 
area of treatment outcomes for many years.  At 
the same time she taught statistics and research 
courses at several area colleges and universities.  
She is currently an associate professor in the 
School of Adult Learning at North Park 
University, Chicago Illinois.  She is responsible 
for the mathematics, statistics and computer 
information systems courses offered through the 
School of Adult Learning.   She continues work 
as an independent statistical consultant.  
Anita has been serving the Northeastern Illinois 
Chapter of the ASA for more than 6 years.  In 
2000 she became the newsletter editor and still 
holds that position today.  In addition she has 
served on the Program Committee and in 2005 
she gave a talk at one of the chapter meetings.  
Anita works very hard on assembling the many 
components of the newsletter that is the primary 
means by which the chapter communicates with 
its members. 

~ Jeff Isaacson 
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Fall Meeting 
The fall meeting will be held on October 19, 
2006, at the Renaissance Chicago North Shore 
Hotel. The telephone umber is (847) 498-6500. 
Directions to the hotel are available at 
www.mapquest.com.  

If you have special needs, please contact:  

Carolyn Firszt 
(847) 937-5816 
carolyn.firszt@abbott.com 
 

Chapter Website 
Don’t forget to visit our Chapter web page at 
http://www.amstat.org/chapters/NortheasternIllin
ois.  The website has lots of information about 
our Chapter, including events, program 
information, and contact information for Chapter 
officers and committee members.  You can also 
peruse PDF versions of current and past Chapter 
newsletters.  Finally, if the speaker provides 
them, slides/notes from previous presentations are 
available to view or download. 
 
~ Michelle Olds 
 
 

Calendar 
The following are some upcoming meetings and 
conferences that may be of interest: 

September 28-29, 2006: Second NIU Workshop 
on Longitudinal Data Analysis 
The Division of Statistics at Northern Illinois 
University (NIU) is hosting the second 
workshop (the first was held in November, 
1997) with the theme of “Recent Developments 
in Longitudinal Data Analysis With Emphasis 
on Missing Data.”  As before, it will be led and 
taught by Dr. Edward F. Vonesh of Baxter 
Healthcare Corporation, who is a leading 
researcher in the area with over twenty five 
years of experience in the healthcare industry. 
The number of participants is limited to forty.  
For more details on the scientific content, 

registration, accommodation and other logistics 
see http://www.niu.edu/CLASEP.  For any 
remaining questions or concerns, please contact 
Mohsen Pourahmadi at pourahm@math.niu.edu 
or (815) 753-6829. 

 
 

Employment Opportunities 
Statistician DePaul University has a need for a 
statistician to help with analyzing a large NIH 
funded data set. The expertise needed involves 
excel, access, and HLM (If the person has 
expertise in structural equation modeling, that 
would also be useful). Funding is available for the 
next 12 months to finish this work. Interested 
parties should contact Leonard Jason at: 
Leonard Jason, Ph.D. 
DePaul University 
Ljason@depaul.edu 
773-325-2018 
 
Manager, Statistics Takeda Global Research & 
Development is seeking a Manager for a team of 
statisticians. Responsibilities include: oversee all 
statistical activities for multiple clinical programs; 
establish and drive program-level functional 
strategy; support achievement of major statistical 
deliverables and milestones in coordination with 
Clinical Research, Safety, Statistical 
Programming, Data Management, and Medical 
Writing; provide input for planning and 
management of external budgets; and work 
closely with Regulatory Affairs and Clinical 
Research functions to obtain approvals of NDAs, 
sNDAs, and MAAs. This position requires a PhD 
in Statistics or Biostatistics and 6+ years of 
experience in the pharmaceutical industry 
supporting clinical trials across multiple 
therapeutic areas or development phases. This 
position is located in Lincolnshire, IL, TGRD 
office.  Interested parties should contact Dr. 
Shawn Yu on 847-383-3061, e-mail: 
syu@tgrd.com.   
Statistician/Senior Statistician Takeda Global 
Research & Development is seeking a statistician 
to provide expertise to optimize the design of 
clinical trials.  Responsibilities include: define 
analysis endpoints, sample size, and statistical 
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methodology, including population PK and 
PK/PD modeling, provide input to protocol 
development; ensure accuracy of outputs 
produced by CROs; provide clinical development 
documents; and contribute to drug development 
and submission plans. The Statistician position 
requires a PhD in Statistics or Biostatistics and 1+ 
year of pharmaceutical industry experience or 
equivalent. The Senior Statistician position 
requires a PhD in Statistics or Biostatistics and 2+ 
year of experience supporting clinical trials. The 
positions are available in the Lincolnshire, IL and 
London, England TGRD offices.   Interested 
parties should contact Dr. Shawn Yu on 847-383-
3061, e-mail: syu@tgrd.com.   
 

Officers and Committee 
Chairs 
PRESIDENT 
Jeffrey Isaacson 
 (847) 937-8302  
isaacson@webbwrites.com 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT AND PROGRAM CHAIR 
Melvin Munsaka 
(847) 383-7390 
mmunsaka@tgrd.com 
 
SECRETARY 
Coleen Hall 
(847) 936-0753 
Coleen.Hall@abbott.com 
 
TREASURER  
Jimmy Sun 
(847) 937-9776 
Jimmy.Sun@abbott.com 
 
PAST-PRESIDENT 
Renee Alpern 
 (708) 202-4897 
Renee.Alpern@med.va.gov 
ralpern@roosevelt.edu 
 
CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE 
Bala Hosmane 
(815) 753-6858 
bala@math.niu.edu 

 
ARRANGEMENTS 
Carolyn Firszt 
(847) 937-5816 
carolyn.firszt@abbott.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Jimmy Sun 
(847) 937-9776 
Jimmy.Sun@abbott.com 
 
CHAPTER LISTSERV 
Coleen Hall 
(847) 936-0753 
Coleen.Hall@abbott.com 
 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
Prof. A. S. Hedayat 
(312) 996-4831 
hedayat@uic.edu 
 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Carole Bernett 
(630) 773-2697 
cbernett@ix.netcom.com 
 
Paul Coe 
(708) 524-6640 
coepaul@email.dom.edu 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Anita Ross 
(847) 675-7807 
aross@northpark.edu 
 
WEBMASTER 
Michelle Olds 
(847) 938-0443 
michele.olds@abbott.com 
 
WORKSHOP DISTRIBUTION 
Richard Rode 
 (847) 937-3757 
Richard.Rode@abbott.com 
 
Coleen Hall 
(847) 936-0753 
Coleen.Hall@abbott.com 
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Statfax is published three times a year (Spring, 
Summer, and Fall), by the Northeastern Illinois 
Chapter of the American Statistical Association. 
Statfax welcomes letters and material for articles from 
its readers. Address correspondence to: The Editor, 
Statfax, c/o Anita Ross, Ross Consulting, 4554 Main 
St., Skokie, IL, 60076. 
Statfax is distributed using the NIC-L listserv. To 
subscribe, please send an e-mail using the e-mail 
address that you wish to subscribe to LISTSERV @ 
MAIL.AMSTAT.ORG. In the body of the message 

type ”SUBSCRIBE NIC-L” (without quotes). If you 
are unable to subscribe or experience any problems 
with the listserv, please contact 
coleen.hall@abbott.com. 
The Chapter’s purpose, as stated in its Constitution, is 
“to foster statistics and its applications and promote the 
interests of the statistical profession…”.  Accordingly, 
diverse views are presented.  They do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the officers or the policies of the 
Chapter.

 


