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CHAPTER OFFICERS PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Welcome to the newsletter of the Northeastern Illinois 

Chapter of the American Statistical Association, October 

2020 edition. The Chapter’s newsletter has been missing 

for a couple of years, but we felt we should revive it to 

share information and let you know what the chapter is 

doing. This edition will include: 

• Chapter Officers for 2020 

• Highlights from 2019 Joint Conference 

• Call for Volunteers 

• Announcements 

• Recent Regulatory Guidance on COVID-19 and Other Topics 

For the past few years the main activity of the chapter has been the highly 

successful fall conference and training sessions. We have done this jointly 

with the International Chinese Statistical Association Midwest Chapter 

and last year the event attracted more than 120 people. We were 

planning a similar meeting this year but decided to change the format as a 

result of the on-going pandemic. The Joint Statistical Meetings planned 

for early August this year moved to a virtual format as have many other 

conferences including other scheduled in October and into next year. The 

meeting is coming very soon, so register if you haven’t already, we have a 

great line up. The meeting will be on October 30.  

The Chapter has a new President (Jamie Myles) and President Elect 

(Saurabh Mukhopadhyay). We have traditionally been elected for 1-year 

terms, which has meant that every other president organized a 

conference. In the off-years, the ICSA would lead the conference 

organization and that year’s president would not be the lead. With that in 

mind we are proposing changing the term length to 2 years.  You will be 

asked to vote on a change to our constitution after the Annual Meeting. 

To all of you who are members of the Chapter, thank you. If you are 

receiving this newsletter and are not a member of the chapter, please 

consider joining along with your membership in the ASA. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM  

2019 JOINT NIC-ASA/MIDWEST CHAPTER ICSA CONFERENCE 

This two-day conference was sponsored by AbbVie, Astellas, Citadel Securities 

and TechData and hosted by NIC-ASA and ICSA Midwest held at Hilton Chicago, 

Northbrook, IL on Oct 24-25, 2019. This is a jointly hosted conference and the 

lead role in organizing the meeting belonged to the NIC in 2019.  Most of our 

members are Biostatisticians, so the focus of conference reflected that.  

The first day consisted of two half-day short courses followed by a cocktail 

reception in the evening. The short courses were on (i) Causal inference in real 

world observational data by Dr. Douglas Faries and Dr. Xiang Zhang from Eli 

Lilly, and (ii) Learning and Implementing Bayesian Adaptive Designs by Dr. Jack 

Lee from MD Anderson Cancer Center.  

The second day started with the Opening Remarks from the Presidents of NIC-

ASA (Lanju Zhang) and ICSA Midwest Chapter (Li Wang) followed by the 

Keynote Address from Dr. Erik Pulkstenis, VP Data and Statistical Sciences, 

AbbVie Inc. on How to stand out from the crowd – Secrets to career success in 

Statistics. The remaining day was packed with 8 parallel sessions on various 

advanced and emerging statistical methodologies and their applications in 

pharmaceutical industry and the whole-day exhibition of 23 student posters.  

The conference concluded with student awards and closing remarks from 

Hongmei Jiang (Northwestern University) and Lanju Zhang (AbbVie Inc.). 

Overall, the two-day joint conference was a great success with more than 170 

attendees of which 44 were students from local universities (UIC, NIU, Univ of 

Louisville, U of MW, U of Notre Dame, and U of Missouri). Company/industry 

attendee included: Abbvie (78), Astellas (26), Eli-lily, Esperion, and VA hospital. 

 

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

The Chapter works best if we have active volunteers to organize events and 

produce our newsletter. Volunteering provides you an opportunity to expand 

your network within the local statistical community, give something back to 

your profession, looks good on your Resume, and it can be fun. If you would 

like to join us, there are usually openings on the board. Speak with any of the 

officers listed on the previous page and we will be happy to welcome you to 

the team.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOINT NIC-ASA / MIDWEST CHAPTER ICSA CONFERENCE  

This year we are holding the conference virtually on 

Friday, October 30, 2020. The sessions are booked, and 

you should also have received a notice of the topics. 

The program flyers and the session proposals are 

available from the NIC-ASA website at the link below: 

• 2020 Fall Meeting Program Flyer 

AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS AND CONSTITUTION 

We adopted new Bylaws moved by Jamie Myles, 

seconded by Qi Yan at NIC-ASA monthly meeting in 

September (9/17/2020). Officers who attended the 

meeting voted in favor of the bylaw modifications 

proposed. A survey monkey type ballot will be set up for 

all members to vote on the Constitution. The links to 

the 2020 updates on Constitution and Bylaws are 

below: 

• 2020 NIC-ASA Constitution 

• 2020 NIC-ASA Bylaws 

 

RECENT REGULATORY GUIDANCE ON COVID-19 AND OTHER TOPICS 

FDA, Final 
guidance, 
Jun2020 

Statistical Considerations for Clinical Trials During the 
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency  

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-
guidance-documents/statistical-considerations-clinical-
trials-during-covid-19-public-health-emergency-guidance-
industry 

FDA, Final 
guidance, 
Mar 2020 

Conduct of Clinical Trials of Medical Products during COVID-
19 Public Health Emergency 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-
guidance-documents/fda-guidance-conduct-clinical-trials-
medical-products-during-covid-19-public-health-
emergency  

FDA, Final 
guidance, 
Mar 2019` 

Enrichment Strategies for Clinical Trials to Support 
Determination of Effectiveness of Human Drugs and 
Biological Products 

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-
guidance-documents/enrichment-strategies-clinical-
trials-support-approval-human-drugs-and-biological-
products 

EMA, Latest 
version, Jun 
2020 

Points to consider on implications of Coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) on methodological aspects of ongoing clinical 
trials 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/scientific-
guideline/points-consider-implications-coronavirus-
disease-covid-19-methodological-aspects-ongoing-
clinical_en-0.pdf 

EMA, Final 
version, Jan 
2019 

Guideline on the investigation of subgroups in confirmatory 
clinical trials 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/scientific-
guideline/guideline-investigation-subgroups-
confirmatory-clinical-trials_en.pdf 

ICH E9(R1), 
Final version, 
Nov 2019 

Addendum on Estimand and sensitivity analysis in clinical 
trials to the guideline on statistical principles for clinical trials 

https://database.ich.org/sites/default/files/E9-
R1_Step4_Guideline_2019_1203.pdf 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONT.) 

TRAVELLING SHORT COURSE  

This year we also will offer a short course to be held in 
November: 

Topic: Guidelines for Using State-of-the-Art Methods 
to Estimate Propensity Score Weights When Drawing 
Causal Inferences 

Date: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 
Time: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, central time 
Place: Zoom 
Instructor:  Beth Ann Griffin, Ph.D., RAND Corporation 
 

More details about the course is available at the link 
below: 

• 2020 NIC-ASA Short Course - Propensity Score for 
Causal Inferences 

CHAPTER WEBPAGE 

Our Chapter’s website is located at: 

https://community.amstat.org/northeasternillinoischapter 

The site contains various information about our 
chapter including current and past events, 
newsletters.  

 

https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/AMSTAT/cac2525d-55e9-4fa3-b682-6d5fac28507f/UploadedImages/Virtual_Meeting_Program_Flyer_19OCT2020_with_abstract.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/AMSTAT/cac2525d-55e9-4fa3-b682-6d5fac28507f/UploadedImages/2020-October_Proposed_Constitution.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/AMSTAT/cac2525d-55e9-4fa3-b682-6d5fac28507f/UploadedImages/2020-September_Bylaws.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/AMSTAT/cac2525d-55e9-4fa3-b682-6d5fac28507f/UploadedImages/Announcement_of_ASA_Short_Course_-_Propensity_Score_for_Causal_Inferences.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/AMSTAT/cac2525d-55e9-4fa3-b682-6d5fac28507f/UploadedImages/Announcement_of_ASA_Short_Course_-_Propensity_Score_for_Causal_Inferences.pdf

