
AZ ASA President Message
Hello, AZ Chapter Members! The primary goal of our Chapter this year is to bring
Arizona American Statistical Association (AZ ASA) members together by increasing
communications, building state-wide networks, and developing the chapter website. We
are fully committed to recognizing our members’ accomplishments and ensuring that
everyone is well-informed about upcoming events and career advancing opportunities
through newsletters like this inaugural edition and the website. We warmly invite you to
actively participate in these efforts and encourage your colleagues, academics, industry
professionals, and students to become chapter members. Together, let us build a
vibrant and engaged community within AZ ASA.

Highlights from Spring 2023
DataFest March 2023
AZ Chapter of the ASA and the American Statistical Association sponsored the Arizona
ASA DataFest 2023 in which 119 undergraduate students from all three major Arizona
universities (Arizona State University, Northern Arizona University, and the University of
Arizona) enrolled to compete in a 48-hour data hackathon. This year, the event was
held live from each campus as well as online. Students were provided with an
opportunity to connect with industry sponsors, graduate students and faculty mentors.

AZ ASA members provided enormous support in this year’s event. Yi Zheng (ASU)
developed detailed action plans/check-lists for running the competition (including
in-person and virtual aspects). Xueying Tang (UArizona), Duncan Bennett (UArizona)
and Rachel Oliver (from one of the industry sponsors) offered virtual tutorials on data
science techniques of interest for DataFesters. Additionally, Rodney Jee and Robert
Buscaglia (NAU) assumed leadership roles as co-chairs of the event committee.

Pictured above, from left to right: Groups of DataFest participants from Arizona State University, Northern
Arizona University and the University of Arizona.



Upcoming Events
● Joint Statistical Meeting (JSM) 2023 in Toronto, Canada August 5-10

○ Are you going to JSM in Toronto? We'd like to try to have an Arizona
chapter gathering with all Arizonians (industry professionals, academics,
and students- ALL). Please email the Chapter President, Helen Zhang at
Hzhang@math.arizona.edu, if you want to connect to get a first hand
account of what's ahead for the Arizona Chapter.

● Vote on AZ Chapter Constitution and Bylaws
○ Chapter Officers are currently creating and updating the AZ Chapter

Constitution and Bylaws and we will reach out to chapter members for
review, feedback and approval soon!

Membership
Who are the members?
Members are made up of industry professionals, academics, and students interested in
the practice and profession of statistics. You can join the AZ ASA Chapter without
membership to the ASA. However, to benefit fully, it is recommended you become a
member of the ASA and the AZ Chapter.

What are the benefits of being a member?
Networking & Leadership Opportunities, Real-World Data Challenges, Career
Connections, Scholarship Access, Community Collaborations, Journal Access

How do I become a member?
· AZ Chapter Membership
· ASA Membership

o Student membership is only $25 for ASA membership and only $5 for
AZ Chapter membership!

Contact Information
● AZ Arizona Chapter Officers

○ Hao Helen Zhang (President)
○ Rodney Jee (Treasurer)
○ Tierra Stimson (Secretary)

● American Statistical Association
● Find your fellow members

Note. This is our inaugural newsletter and we would like to continue in this effort to
update members with exciting upcoming events, stories, and accomplishments that we
can share with each other. If you would like to contribute your events, stories, and/or
accomplishments, please email us your first and last name, affiliation, and
story/accomplishment/update to the AZ Chapter President, Helen Zhang, at
hzhang@math.arizona.edu.
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