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Parameter, the monthly newsletter of the Chicago Chapter, has been in continuous publication 
for more than 50 years. It is a vital communication vehicle to keep our members and friends 
informed about chapter activities and happenings in the statistics and data science 
communities at large. In addition, it provides a platform for our current president to connect 
with the chapter and share personal thoughts about topics and trends in statistics and data 
science. Below are some of the primary articles and announcements from the 2021–2022 
academic year. 
 
February 2021 

 In Memoriam Articles: 
- Leo Goodman (August 7, 1928 – December 22, 2020) 
- Arianna Rosenbluth (September 15, 1927 – December 28, 2020) 

 Luncheon Announcement: “NFL Analytics” – Presentation of a study to understand the 
extent to which NFL coaches make risk-averse decisions (the true utility function) on 
fourth down and to provide a statistical model to assist with fourth down decision-
making 

 President’s letter 
 



 
 
 
 
March 2021 

 Luncheon announcement 

 Celebrating Women in Statistics: Republishing the Amstat News article showcasing 15 
women of influence in statistics and data science (with links) 

 President’s letter 
 
April 2021 

 Luncheon announcement - Discussion led by Burtch Works on trends in analytic fields, 
including hot industries, long-term impacts of working from home, the latest trends for 
MS in analytics programs and graduates, and how these trends will affect careers and 
hiring 

 Nan Laird, CCASA Statistician of the Year Award winner in 2016, was bestowed the 
International Prize in Statistics 

 
July 2021 

 Chicago Chapter announces slate of officers for 2021–2022 

 Nan Laird to be interviewed for Significance by former CCASA president Ed Hirschland 
 
October 2021 



 Highlighting ASA Giving Day and providing a link to donate 

 Solicitation of monthly luncheon speakers 
 
December 2021 

 Article on past Statistical Advocate of the Year, Davina Durgana, and her Practical 
Significance podcast 

 First Ten and Twenty Years Ago article published showcasing past Parameter articles of 
the Chicago Chapter:  

- 1997 - Hal Fleig gave a talk on the A.C. Nielsen television ratings methodology 
- 1967 - Anthony Downs presented on the future of the American city in the wake 

of urban riots 

 Announcing the December luncheon panel on the explosion of data science programs  


