
  

Spring 2022  
A publication of the American Statistical Association Council of Chapters Governing Board  

  

Letter from the Editor  
  

Welcome to the Spring 2022 issue of Chapter Chatter, the newsletter for and about ASA 
chapters. The Council of Chapter Governing Board (COCGB) established this publication to 
foster improved communications between the COCGB and chapters and among chapters by 
providing a forum for spreading news throughout the statistics community about ASA chapter 
initiatives and activities. 
 
Let the Council of Chapters know if you have suggestions for this newsletter (e.g., content, 
format, distribution, etc.). We are interested in suggestions for facilitating communication more 
effectively between chapters and enabling you to use the COCGB as a resource. We are in the 
process of actively changing and updating Chapter Chatter. For example, a form to collect 
articles has been created so you don’t have to wait for a request for articles. Chapter Chatter 
will be published three times a year, and major changes are also being made to the format. 
 
In Chapter Chatter, contributors inform us of events and resources available to all chapters, 
which we pass on to you. For example, we are finishing the fifth full year of a program called 
Chapter Stimulus Funding. It is meant to increase chapter enthusiasm and grow chapter 
membership. To be eligible to participate, a chapter must file the annual report and make a 
request for the funds prior to the event. If a chapter does not use its $1,000 by December 31st, 
they lose access to those funds. Learn more on the COC website and start planning for the 
remainder of this year as soon as possible. 
 
There are many upcoming events offered by the ASA and chapters. Learn more about the ASA’s 
meetings, COCGB traveling courses, and other chapter events (navigate to individual chapter 
websites). 
 

John Keighley 
Editor 
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Recent News & Highlights  
 
Arizona Chapter  
Submitted by Rodney Jee 
 
We organized two virtual events: a career panel discussion about local professionals held for 
the Arizona State University’s ASA student chapter and an ASA DataFest competition for 
Arizona’s public universities. 
 
The 2021 DataFest was noteworthy because all three public universities in Arizona participated 
for the first time. This was to some degree facilitated by the choice of holding the event online, 
since students did not have to work out travel and lodging to a host institution from across the 
state. 
 
With all university participants well experienced with virtual conferencing tools, it was relatively 
straightforward (though not without challenges) to plan, set up, and carry out the event 
virtually. The event included registration and check-in; free meals for students (provided by 
delivery services); and videoconferencing for the mentoring of teams in breakout rooms, 
collaboration, presentations to judges, and announcement of winners before Sunday evening.  
 
The event received an 85 percent student satisfaction rating, and it was suggested DataFest 
could become an anchor event for the chapter since it has strong participation from the state. 
 
Results of the 2022 AZ Chapter Officer Election: In December of 2021, the Arizona Chapter 
held online elections and brought in Hao Helen Zhang and Tierra Stimson, both of the 
University of Arizona, as president and secretary, respectively. Together with continuing 
treasurer Rodney Jee, the officers held their first business meeting in January. The chapter will 
continue to provide professional programs, networking opportunities, and professional services 
to its members, the statistical community, and the general public.  
 
New Advisory Board: In January, the chapter formed its first advisory board (AB), composed of 
experts with distinguished and diverse backgrounds and perspectives in data science who were 
drawn from academia, industry, and government in different geographical regions. The AB will 
act as a sounding board for the chapter by providing objective input on the chapter structuring 
and operation; helping identify new opportunities and strategic partnerships with local 
universities, industry, and government; and making suggestions to strengthen and expand the 
chapter. The first AB consists of Ning Hao, Roy St. Laurent, Derek Rice, Kerry White, and Yi 
Zheng. 
 
PHOTO caption (From top) Arizona Chapter officers Rodney Jee, Tierra Stimson, and Hao Helen 
Zhang 
 



 

 
 

  



Boston Chapter  
By Mingfei Li 
 

 
 

Caption: Robert Goldman was recently named the recipient of the 2021 BCASA Outstanding 
Undergraduate Teaching Award.  
 
The Boston Chapter of the American Statistical Association (serving members in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, New Hampshire, and Maine) established the Outstanding 
Undergraduate Teaching Award to acknowledge a variety of statistics education 
accomplishments.  
 
This year’s awardee, Robert Goldman, professor of statistics and data science education for 48 
years at Simmons University, helped create an exemplary undergraduate program in statistics, 
inspired generations of students to pursue careers in statistics and data science, and 
consistently supported efforts on behalf of the profession. 
 
Goldman grew up in England and earned his BS at The London School of Economics. He 
considered a career in economics but became enamored with statistics. After earning his PhD in 
statistics from Harvard University, he began teaching at Simmons. Most of his consulting, 
teaching, and publications have been in public health and medicine. 
 
In his award lecture, Goldman shared personal and general reflections on 50 years of teaching 
statistics, beginning with his interactions with Fred Mosteller and other colleagues at Harvard. 
He described the introductory statistics course as almost unrecognizable to an instructor from 
1972, given the dramatic changes in pedagogy, data, and technology. 
 



More information about the biostatistics and statistics program at Simmons University can be 
found at https://chance.amstat.org/2015/04/simmons and www.simmons.edu/news/new-
technology-statistics-courses.  
 
  

Cincinnati Chapter  
Submitted by Ashley Clark 
 
In November 2021, the Cincinnati Chapter hosted Douglas Gunzler and Adam Perzynski, both 
from Case Western Reserve University, and Adam Carle, from Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center, for a half-day ASA short course on structural equation modeling with health-
related outcome measures. The course was held via Zoom and had 45 registrants.  
 
We are preparing a slate of activities for 2022. The Cincinnati Chapter will continue its annual 
participation in the Southwest Ohio Science and Engineering Expo. Our chapter awards prizes 
for proficiency in the application of statistical methods at both the 5–8 and 9–12 grade levels. 
At the college level, we will recognize outstanding undergraduate and graduate students at 
local universities with the Comer-Reynolds Memorial Award. 
 
We are planning a speaker event for the spring and will share details as they become available.  
 
Finally, we wish to thank outgoing president Mark Simmons for his service to the chapter. In 
January, we welcomed Yiren Wang, senior statistical analyst at Medpace, as our new 
secretary/treasurer. 
 
 

Connecticut Chapter  
Submitted by Priya Kohli 
 
The Connecticut Chapter recently started the Connecticut High School Outreach Program. The 
pilot program kicks off this month with eight high schools in Connecticut. This program aims to 
bring professional statisticians and statistics college students into Connecticut high schools to 
ignite interest in the statistical profession through the following opportunities: 

1. Professional statisticians come into classrooms to introduce themselves, give a little 

background on their journey into statistics, provide an overview of how they use 

statistics in their jobs, and answer questions. 

2. Undergraduate/graduate students come into classrooms to introduce themselves, give a 

little background on their decision to pursue a college statistics degree, provide an 

overview of what they are studying in statistics, and answer questions. 

3. Professional statisticians and statistics students have the option of creating more 

focused discussions based on a specific topic being taught in the classroom. 

  

https://chance.amstat.org/2015/04/simmons/
http://www.simmons.edu/news/new-technology-statistics-courses
http://www.simmons.edu/news/new-technology-statistics-courses


To give Connecticut-area statistics, biostatistics, and data science students information about 
potential internships and job opportunities with several major companies, the chapter hosted 
its second virtual career panel session on December 8, 2021, with panelists from Boehringer 
Ingelheim, Flatiron Health, Pfizer, Takeda Pharmaceuticals, Travelers, and Yale School of Public 
Health. Ninety-two undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate students registered for these 
events. 
  
The Connecticut Chapter has organized a number of virtual events since March 2020, including 
its 18th Annual ASA CT Chapter Mini-Conference and 19th Annual ASA CT Virtual Mini-
Conference, with participants from all over the world. 
 
We continued participating in the ASA Connecticut Chapter poster contest for elementary, 
middle-, and high-school students. We awarded certificates and cash prizes to 12 student 
poster winners in 2021. Students are currently submitting posters for the 2022 CT ASA Poster 
Competition. 
 
Finally, we were awarded ASA travel courses in 2020 and 2021. These virtual courses were 
attended by 130 participants. 
 
 

Kansas Western-Missouri Chapter 
Submitted by John Keighley 
 
The Kansas-Western Missouri Chapter hosted a traveling course, “Introduction to Structural 
Equation Modeling with Health-Related Outcome,” taught by Douglas D. Gunzler, Adam T. 
Perzynski, and Adam C. Carle on October 15. The event was attended by just under 60 faculty, 
students, and government employees.  
 
Plans are progressing for the 15th Annual Innovations in Design Analysis and Dissemination 
(IDAD): Frontiers in Biostatistics and Data Science conference, jointly sponsored by the Kansas 
Chapter and department of biostatistics and data science at the University of Kansas Medical 
Center. It will be held virtually April 21–22. Some of the planned events include the following:  
 
Keynote Address       
Sparse Convoluted Rank Regression in High Dimensions, presented by Hui Zou, Professor in 
the University of Minnesota School of Statistics and Fellow of the Institute of Mathematical 
Statistics and American Statistical Association  
 
Journey Lecture   
There and Back Again: A Statistician’s Tale, presented by Scott Berry, President and Senior 
Statistical Scientist at Berry Consultants and Fellow of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics 
and American Statistical Association 
 

https://community.amstat.org/connecticutchapter/home
https://community.amstat.org/connecticutchapter/ct-mini-conference-2021/ct-mini-conference-2020
https://community.amstat.org/connecticutchapter/ct-mini-conference-2021/ct-mini-conference-2021
https://community.amstat.org/connecticutchapter/ct-mini-conference-2021/ct-mini-conference-2021
https://community.amstat.org/connecticutchapter/home/ct-poster-winners-2021
https://community.amstat.org/connecticutchapter/home
https://community.amstat.org/connecticutchapter/home


Mini Workshop  
Sample Size Calculations for Clinical Trials with Time-to-Event Endpoint in the Case of Non-
Proportional Hazards Using the Concept of Relative Time, presented by Milind Phadnis, 
Associate Professor in the University of Kansas Medical Center Department of Biostatistics and 
Data Science  
 
Registration is open and abstracts for contributed talks and posters are being accepted by the 
committee. 
 
The chapter will also hold an election for new officers at the end of April. The new officers take 
office after JSM. 
 
The Kansas Chapter has been awarded another traveling course this year that will be held in the 
fall. Updates on date and time will be in the next issue of Chapter Chatter. 
 

 

NYC Metro Area Chapter 
By David Rindskopf 
 
The NYC Metro Area Chapter hosted a virtual symposium on teaching statistics November 2, 
2021. The presenters were David Draper (UC Santa Cruz), Gwynn Sturdevant (Harvard), Andrew 
Gelman (Columbia), David Spiegelhalter (Cambridge), and David Rindskopf (CUNY Graduate 
Center). Topics included weaving the history of statistics into the narrative for addressing 
statistical problems, redesigning the beginning statistics course to include more active learning 
experiences, teaching statistics in informal/public environments, and using psychological 
principles in the design of instruction. View a video of the symposium. 
 
For information about the NYC Metro Area Chapter, visit the website or email us. 
  
 

San Antonio Chapter 
By Michael Anderson 
 
After getting off to a shaky start, the San Antonio Chapter is adapting to the new remote-
presence world with an increased set of online materials and presentations. Chapter President 
Joel Michalek kicked off the new year with a Zoom presentation, "Bayesian Analysis of Clinical 
Studies," which was well received by chapter members and drop-in students from The 
University of Texas at San Antonio (who, by the way, have their own ASA student chapter). 
 
The chapter is accepting nominations for the 2022 Don Owen Award from ASA chapters in 
North America. The nominee must be a member of the ASA but is not required to be a member 
of the nominating chapter. Details have been published in ASA Connect and will be broadcast 
monthly until the nomination deadline in August. 
 

https://idadsymposium.com/index.html
https://www.nycasa.org/teaching%20statistics-nov%202021.html
https://www.nycasa.org/
mailto:nycasa@nycasa.org


The University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA) ASA Student Chapter has an energetic 
presentation program, with guest speakers every two weeks during the fall and spring 
semesters at UTSA. Meetings are conducted via Zoom and open to everyone interested. The 
presentations will be available on the student chapter website. 
 
New this year is a library section of the chapter website that makes articles, presentation slides, 
and historical documents publicly available. Check it out for Michalek's slide presentation and 
background on the Don Owen Award. 
 
 

Officer Tips & Information 
 
Chapter Newsletter Spotlight: the Chicago Chapter's Parameter  

 

Chicago Chapter  
By Steve Olsen 
 
Parameter, the monthly newsletter of the Chicago Chapter, has been in continuous publication 
for more than 50 years. It is a vital communication vehicle to keep our members and friends 
informed about chapter activities and happenings in the statistics and data science 
communities at large. In addition, it provides a platform for our current president to connect 
with the chapter and share personal thoughts about topics and trends in statistics and data 
science. Below are some of the primary articles and announcements from the 2021–2022 
academic year. 
 
February 2021 

 In Memoriam Articles: 
- Leo Goodman (August 7, 1928 – December 22, 2020) 
- Arianna Rosenbluth (September 15, 1927 – December 28, 2020) 

 Luncheon Announcement: “NFL Analytics” – Presentation of a study to understand the 
extent to which NFL coaches make risk-averse decisions (the true utility function) on 
fourth down and to provide a statistical model to assist with fourth down decision-
making 

 President’s letter 
 

https://www.instagram.com/utsastatsclub/
https://community.amstat.org/sanantoniochapter/home


 
 
 
 
March 2021 

 Luncheon announcement 

 Celebrating Women in Statistics: Republishing the Amstat News article showcasing 15 
women of influence in statistics and data science (with links) 

 President’s letter 
 
April 2021 

 Luncheon announcement - Discussion led by Burtch Works on trends in analytic fields, 
including hot industries, long-term impacts of working from home, the latest trends for 
MS in analytics programs and graduates, and how these trends will affect careers and 
hiring 

 Nan Laird, CCASA Statistician of the Year Award winner in 2016, was bestowed the 
International Prize in Statistics 

 
July 2021 

 Chicago Chapter announces slate of officers for 2021–2022 

 Nan Laird to be interviewed for Significance by former CCASA president Ed Hirschland 
 
October 2021 



 Highlighting ASA Giving Day and providing a link to donate 

 Solicitation of monthly luncheon speakers 
 
December 2021 

 Article on past Statistical Advocate of the Year, Davina Durgana, and her Practical 
Significance podcast 

 First Ten and Twenty Years Ago article published showcasing past Parameter articles of 
the Chicago Chapter:  

- 1997 - Hal Fleig gave a talk on the A.C. Nielsen television ratings methodology 
- 1967 - Anthony Downs presented on the future of the American city in the wake 

of urban riots 
Announcing the December luncheon panel on the explosion of data sci 

 
 

ASA Chapter Stimulus Funding Program 
By Rick Peterson 
 
The Chapter Stimulus Funding Program is designed to elevate chapter enthusiasm and 
stimulate growth in chapter membership. These funds can be used for new initiatives or 
activities the chapter is already doing but wants to improve. 
 
A key component of the program is the funds are to be spent on chapter activities that have the 
potential for a broad impact across the chapter and chapter membership. Funds cannot be 
spent on activities that benefit only a small number of chapter members.  
 

The basic components of the program are as follows: 
 

1. Each January 1, all chapters that have filed an annual report are eligible to receive a 
maximum of $1,000 from the ASA that can be spent on one or more activities specified 
on the Council of Chapters Governing Board (COCGB) list of approved activities (or other 
COCGB-approved activities on a case-by-case basis). The money does not roll over from 
year to year.    

 

2. Prior to each activity, the chapter treasurer must complete a Chapter Stimulus Funding 
Application Form. 

 

3. The COCGB district vice chair will notify the chapter and ASA Associate Executive 
Director and Director of Operations Steve Porzio when the chapter’s proposed activity 
has been approved. Receipts for the activity must be sent to Porzio within 30 days after 
the event. 

 

4. Chapters must report on the activities these funds were used for in their annual chapter 
reports.  

 

https://community.amstat.org/coc/chapterresources/chapterstimulus
https://form.jotform.com/AmStat/asa-chapter-stimulus-funds
https://form.jotform.com/AmStat/asa-chapter-stimulus-funds


Chapters are encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity to inject fun and usefulness into 
their events. If you have in mind a planned activity you think has a broad impact but is not 
listed on the pre-approved list, discuss that activity with your COCGB district vice chair. 
 

 
 


