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We organized two virtual events: a career panel discussion about local professionals held for 
the Arizona State University’s ASA student chapter and an ASA DataFest competition for 
Arizona’s public universities. 
 
The 2021 DataFest was noteworthy because all three public universities in Arizona participated 
for the first time. This was to some degree facilitated by the choice of holding the event online, 
since students did not have to work out travel and lodging to a host institution from across the 
state. 
 
With all university participants well experienced with virtual conferencing tools, it was relatively 
straightforward (though not without challenges) to plan, set up, and carry out the event 
virtually. The event included registration and check-in; free meals for students (provided by 
delivery services); and videoconferencing for the mentoring of teams in breakout rooms, 
collaboration, presentations to judges, and announcement of winners before Sunday evening.  
 
The event received an 85 percent student satisfaction rating, and it was suggested DataFest 
could become an anchor event for the chapter since it has strong participation from the state. 
 
Results of the 2022 AZ Chapter Officer Election: In December of 2021, the Arizona Chapter 
held online elections and brought in Hao Helen Zhang and Tierra Stimson, both of the 
University of Arizona, as president and secretary, respectively. Together with continuing 
treasurer Rodney Jee, the officers held their first business meeting in January. The chapter will 
continue to provide professional programs, networking opportunities, and professional services 
to its members, the statistical community, and the general public.  
 
New Advisory Board: In January, the chapter formed its first advisory board (AB), composed of 
experts with distinguished and diverse backgrounds and perspectives in data science who were 
drawn from academia, industry, and government in different geographical regions. The AB will 
act as a sounding board for the chapter by providing objective input on the chapter structuring 
and operation; helping identify new opportunities and strategic partnerships with local 
universities, industry, and government; and making suggestions to strengthen and expand the 
chapter. The first AB consists of Ning Hao, Roy St. Laurent, Derek Rice, Kerry White, and Yi 
Zheng. 



 
PHOTO caption (From top) Arizona Chapter officers Rodney Jee, Tierra Stimson, and Hao Helen 
Zhang 
 
 

 


