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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION 

 

 

Welcome to the Fall 2016 issue of Chapter 

, the newsletter for and about ASA Chatter

Chapters. The Council of Chapter Governing 

Board(COCGB) established this publication to 

foster improved communications i) between the 

COCGB and Chapters, and ii) among Chapters by 

providing a forum for spreading news throughout 

the statistics community about ASA Chapter 

initiatives and activities. 

 

Let the Council of Chapters know if you have 

any suggestions about this newsletter (its content, 

format, distribution, etc.) We are interested in 

suggestions on how to more effectively facilitate 

communication between chapters and enable you 

to use the COCGB as a resource.  

 

In this issue of , contributors are Chapter Chatter

informing us of events and resources available to 

all chapters. There is an update on the new 

program that is being offered from ASA to the 

ASA chapters. This program titled “Chapter 

Stimulus Funding” is meant to increase chapter 

enthusiasm and grow in membership. A short 

comment on the program is included in this issue 

which includes a link to the program details on the 

ASA website. Please read the details and start your 

planning for this year asap. 

 

 JSM 2016 is completed and we have 

already reached the fall. I would like to publish one 

more chapter chatter this year. I am hoping that 

most of the chapters can plan and complete a 

chapter event before December 31
st
, 2016. Plan on 

a request on chapter updates at the end of October 

– mid November 2016. 

 

 

 

John Keighley 

Editor 
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ASA CHAPTER STIMULUS FUNDING PROGRAM 

From COC Governing Board 

 

A new national ASA program, called “Chapter 

Stimulus Funding,” has begun that allocates 

funding to chapters designed to elevate chapter 

enthusiasm and growth in the membership.  A key 

component to the program is that the funds can 

only be spent on chapter activities that have the 

potential for a broad impact across the chapter and 

for the chapter membership.  Complete details on 

how the program works can be found at 

http://community.amstat.org/coc/chapterresources/

chapterstimulus 

The ASA and the COCGB hopes this new program 

will spur excitement and growth in chapter 

memberships and chapter activities.   The program 

will be reviewed at year-end 2017 to measure its 

effectiveness.  Chapters are encouraged to take 

advantage of the great opportunity to inject fun and 

usefulness into their events.  

  

 

ALASKA CHAPTER 

By Rebecca Taylor

The Alaska Chapter will hold its annual meeting 

from August 23-25 in Anchorage.  In addition to 

member presentations and a business meeting, we 

will feature a workshop on Bayesian inference in 

Stan, taught by Daniel Lee from Columbia 

University. The two day course will cover how to 

write statistical models in the Stan language, use 

RStan to fit and interpret the models, and deal with 

some common statistical modeling issues and 

computational issues that arise. 
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CONFERENCE ON STATISTICAL PRACTICE (CSP) 

By Moon Jung 

The fifth annual meeting of the Conference on 

Statistical Practice (CSP) was held at the Westin San 

Diego February 18-20 with over 550 participants this 

year. 

This conference aims to serve the needs of statistical 

practitioners by providing opportunities to learn 

statistical methodologies and best practices in statistical 

analysis, design, and consulting. CSP continues to grow 

each year and its growth emphasizes the importance of 

holding a conference. Yet, its small size allows for a 

more personal environment, making it easier for 

participants to participate in the sessions and courses 

and connect with each other.  

Unique to CSP is the conference theme dedicated to 

“Communication, Collaboration, and Career 

Development.” This theme continues to be popular and 

provides participants with tools that can be used to 

enhance communication with customers, have a positive 

impact on their organization, and develop leadership 

skills.  

By design, the CSP conference is centered in one 

common area where poster sessions and opening mixer 

are held with the exhibitor booths displays.  Breakfast, 

and morning and afternoon refreshments are also served 

in the same area. This physical arrangement and the 

intimate size of the conference provides participants 

with a great opportunity for continuous networking. The 

Steering Committee has formed a Face-to-Face Task 

Group this year to create programs for enhanced 

networking among participants. 

The Mentoring Program was started at CSP2014 to 

facilitate a mentoring relationship between junior and 

senior statistical 

practitioners and to 

provide an opportunity 

to enhance personal 

and professional 

development goals. 

Mentor/mentee pairs 

are matched prior to CSP based on technical areas of 

expertise and career development goals. This program 

has received positive feedback and has continued 

growing each year. 

CSP 2017 will be held in Jacksonville, FL on February 

23-25, 2017. The four main themes of the conference 

are: Communication, Collaboration, and Career 

Development; Data Modeling and Analysis; Big Data 

and Data Science; and Software, Programming, and 

Graphics.  

Dates: 

The abstract submission for concurrent oral sessions has 

been closed at the end of July.  

Electronic posters abstract submission (July 14 - 

September 1, 2016) 

Proposals of practical computing demonstration (July 

14 – August 18).  

Online registration site will open on September 29, 

2016. 

Please visit the CSP2017 website for more information: 

http://www.amstat.org/meetings/csp/2017/index.cfm 
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MONTANA CHAPTER 

By Jennifer Green

The Montana Chapter held its fall meeting in an 

impressive venue -- the Montana State Capitol 

Building in Helena, MT!  Three graduates of the 

M.S. in Statistics program at Montana State 

University – Bozeman now work in Helena at the 

capitol building and welcomed us to their work 

place.  Participants enjoyed a talk by visitor Chris 

Malone from Winona State University on building 

undergraduate programs in data science, a talk 

about modeling Grizzly bear mortalities by 

undergraduate student, Alex Rudolph, and 

presentation and discussion of the newly formed  

Statistical Consulting and Research Services at 

MSU –Bozeman directed by Dr. Lillian Lin. The 

day ended with a great tour of the capitol building 

(see pictures)!    Other exciting news is the creation 

of a Montana student chapter by Katharine Banner, 

with faculty advisor Dr. Laura Hildreth. 
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ORANGE COUNTY AND LONG BEACH CHAPTER 

By Charlie Liu 

 

The OCLB ASA Chapter has elected some new 

officers.  Gajanan Bhat, VP of Biostatistics, DM and 

Medical Writing of Spectrum Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Francis Lai, an independent statistical consultant, and 

Lucheng Shao, Sr. Statistician at Ivantis, Inc. have been 

elected as President, VP for membership and Treasurer 

of the chapter respectively.  Congratulations! 

Co-sponsored by OCLB ASA, SCASA and Chapman 

University, the annual AP Statistics High School Poster 

Competition was held on April 16 in the campus of 

Chapman University and the event was a great success!  

Over twenty poster teams participated from local high 

schools on data analysis projects ranging from “How 

does shyness affect the adoptability of dogs?” to “Am I 

a Feminist?”  Troy High School seniors Michelle Guo, 

Tiffany Fung, and Mia Chao won the Robert Newcomb 

Grand Prize for their poster titled “Is Senioritis Real?” 

The posters of the five other winning teams included 

“Bill of Rights Knowledge”, “Baggage Check”, “Sex vs 

Sleep”, “Spring Forward”, and “Music Focus” from 

Troy High School and Rancho Cucamonga High 

School. Garren Gaut, a Cognitive Science graduate 

student at the University of California, Irvine, gave an 

invited talk to the students on “Data Science, Graduate 

Research, and Jobs for Statisticians.” 

 

OCLB ASA held its Annual Business Meeting together 

with the June Quarterly Social in a form of 

BBQ/potluck at the park-like facility of Duck Club, 

Irvine, CA on June 18. A lot of food, beverage, and 

dishes were prepared. Twenty-nine members and guests 

including family members came and enjoyed a relaxing 

evening. It was a good opportunity for the attendees 

communicate with each other; share their opinions of 

our association’s goals and plans on how to achieve 

them.  

 

Photos from June Quarterly Social on Jun 18, 2016 
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PITTSBURGH CHAPTER OF THE ASA BANQUET, SPRING 2016 

By Anderson Stewart 

 

The Pittsburgh Chapter of the ASA held its annual 

banquet on March 17, 2016.  The featured speaker 

was Dr. Jessica Utts, professor of statistics and 

parapsychology at the University of California, 

Irvine and current president of the ASA, who 

presented “Communicating the Value of 

Statistics”. The meeting was well attended by 

about 75 local members and was presided over by 

current president, Dr. George Tseng.   As part of 

the meeting, a student poster session was held 

before the banquet itself got under way.  The 

statistician of the year for 2015-2016 is Dr. Joyce 

(Chung-Chou H.) Chang.   Chapter students of the 

year for 2015-2016 were (1) CMU Department of 

Statistics: Yen-Chi Chen; (2) University of 

Pittsburgh Department of Statistics: Brian Rooks; 

and (3) University of Pittsburgh Department of 

Biostatistics: Zhiguang (Caleb) Huo.  Current 

officers of the chapter are George Tseng, 

president; Yu Cheng, past president; Samuel 

Ventura, president-elect; Yong-Seok Park, 

treasurer; Stewart Anderson, chapter 

representative; and John Pleis, Brian Rooks and 

Giuseppe Vinci, student representatives.  The new 

president-elect for our chapter is Dr. Andrew 

Althouse.  
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WASHINGTON STATISTICAL SOCIETY 

By  Mike Larsen

The activities of the Washington Statistical Society 

(http://washstat.org) include a large and varied 

technical seminar program, short courses, social 

events, and service opportunities. WSS members 

receive our monthly email newsletter (The WSS News), 

with announcements and descriptions of forthcoming 

events, volunteer opportunities, and listings of job 

openings. Our website provides information on 

additional events, WSS contacts, and a WSS history. 

The WSS website now has links to videos of the three 

most recent Hansen Lectures, slides for Cox Award 

presentations going back to 2005, and many years of 

newsletters.   

WSS members were busy in the summer. The 2016 Cox 

Award was presented to Dr. Bhramar Mukherjee of the 

University of Michigan on June 28th. The WSS with the 

DC chapter of AAPOR hosted a summer 

preview/review conference at the USDA on July 18 

with a record for this event of 170 participants.  WSS is 

pleased to announce that eight current members were 

recently elected as Fellows of the ASA and honored at 

the JSM meeting in Chicago.  

The WSS will be presenting many seminars, short 

courses, and other activities throughout the year. 

Announcements can be found on the website and in 

the newsletter.  John Abowd will receive the 2016 

Julius Shiskin Memorial Award for Economic Statistics 

in a ceremony at the U.S. Census Bureau on September 

6.  Clyde Tucker will present a WSS seminar entitled 

“Statistics and Presidential Elections” on October 7.  

WSS continues its outreach to school in the area as 

well as to students and instructors in colleges and 

universities.  Check the website regularly for new 

announcements.  
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STATISTICS WITHOUT BORDERS 

By Cathy Furlong 

 

On Spring and Summer events: 

Within the past year, Statistics Without Borders (SWB) 

has increased its membership from ~1,500 to ~2,000. 

The member experience level ranges from high school 

through retirement. Our membership professional 

background is also quite varied, including Business 

Intelligence, data scientists, statistician and other 

quantitative data-analyzing specialists. 

  

Gary Shapiro, one of the co-founders of SWB, won the 

2016 ASA Peace Prize. He has worked extensively in the 

area of human and animal rights. He has also been the 

cornerstone for SWB since its beginning in 2008. 

  

• SWB volunteers work on a wide range of projects. 

Some of them are:  

• European Migrant Crisis Data Visualization of 

Migration Paths use of Tableau's public   server to 

visualize data provided to the UN. 

• Significance Testing for Vegetarian Survey 

• Compare Two Survey Sources for Animal Attitudes 

• Randomized Control Trials on Animal Research 

Videos 

 

Faunalytics, a non-profit charitable organization 

focused on animal protection research, sought help 

from SWB to design and conduct a randomized 

controlled trial evaluating the efficacy of different 

video outreach mediums. The project ran over 5 

months and involved a design phase, staff training, 

collecting baseline data and follow-up surveys, analysis 

and reporting. 

• Multiple Data Analysis, Evaluation, and Training 

Projects 

 

One of the goals of leadership is to communicate to 

SWB membership not only the types of projects 

volunteers have worked on but also the challenges and 

solutions to these situations volunteers have 

experienced. We have started a webinar series 

intended to explain projects recently completed.   

 

SWB leadership has continued its outreach to other 

organizations to both explain the goals of SWB and 

encourage people to get involved. Some of our 

communication outreach has included: 

• Senior Statisticians (Washington DC area) 

• American Sociological Association 

• Developing of a seminar program with AAAS to 

educate Non-Governmental Organizations on the 

benefits of working with statisticians  

• Development of a panel for ISI 2017-World Statistical 

Conference (International Statistical Institute) 

 

SWB has grown very quickly over the past eight years, 

from 40 to over 2000 members and from 4 to over 20 

projects per year. To adapt, SWB leadership is working 

on expanding its organizational infrastructure  
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• An organizational assessment was com-pleted and 

SWB leadership is working to move forward with 

implementation of recommend-dations 

• A SWB Quality Assurance (QA) system was 

established and the associated QA manual based 

upon SWB projects.  

– Developed online QA Checklist 

– Worked with the Survey Committee to design 

and implement a Client Satisfaction Survey 

– Established QA best practices clearinghouse 

 

Goals for the Fall of 2016 through August 2017 are: 

• Continue with re-assessing organizational 

infrastructure 

• Develop a sustainable organization of volunteers and 

projects. 

• Develop a “leadership” pathway. 

• Continue to review the mission statement, job 

descriptions, and definitions of committees.  

• Distribute the tasks and responsibilities to involve 

more people. 

 

Leadership will continue working with International 

Partnerships, with specific emphasis on the Royal 

Statistical Society (RSS). 

• Leadership will work with the RSS in one of their 

goals of International Development. 

 

SWB leadership will continue out-reach communication 

• We are in the process of working with the 

Washington Statistical Society to develop a series of 

webinars to educate humanitarian organizations on 

the benefits of working with a statistician.  

• A talk, “Developing Leadership Skills in Volunteer 

Activities” will be given at the Conference for 

Women in Statistics and Data Science in October.  
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COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS JSM 2016 WORKSHOP 
By Messina Marianne 

 
JSM Chicago:  Council of Chapters’ Workshop - August 2, 2016 4-6 pm 

At the recent JSM in Chicago, the Council of Chapters hosted an afternoon Workshop on Tuesday August 2.  Chapters 

sat by districts to allow for better networking among neighbors - sharing ideas and information about how to engage 

members in local chapter activities.  The workshop was very well attended in spite of the fact that is was held at the 

Chicago Hilton, approximately 2 miles from the convention center! 

 

Some of the topics tackled and their recommendations are: 

Topic Suggestions 

Increase 

chapter 

participation 

among the 

membership 

• Know your audience - conduct a survey of your chapter to evaluate what your 

members want (students, academician’s, government, business, etc.) and gear 

activities accordingly 

• Take advantage of the ASA’s Traveling Course (possible coordinate with 

another chapter to be a co-sponsor).  These course have been known to 

energize chapters, even drawing non-chapter members to attend. 

• Schedule periodic social events (e.g., banquets/dinners, happy hours) 

• Request an officer from the National ASA Leadership team to speak at a 

chapter event 

• For local colleges/universities  

o get Student Representatives for your chapter 

o host a Membership Social - the ASA will reimburse each chapter $100 

towards food and beverage 

o sponsor ASA memberships for your students  (for details go to 

http://www.amstat.org/membership/campaigns.cfm) 
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• Host a webinar  

• Host a data fest (go to https://www.amstat.org/education/datafest/) 

• Consider providing awards for outstanding members 

 

Better  

communication 

among chapter  

members about 

activities 

• Ensure your Chapter website is up to date! 

• Take advantage of AmStat News to spread the word on your events. 

• Chapter Chatter (Describe your activities to others! This comes out 3 times a 

year:  summer, fall-winter, and spring) 

• Meetup, Facebook, Twitter, and other online social networking portals 

• e-mails 

 

Promoting 

education and 

careers in 

statistics    

• For college students consider hosting a Career Day where working statisticians 

speak to undergraduates about the diversity of careers in the statistics.   (The 

first time that a chapter does this the ASA will give $500 toward the costs!)  

• For Students in Grades K through 12  

o consider sponsoring an Annual Poster Competition 

(http://www.amstat.org/education/posterprojects/index.cfm) 

o Adopt a School - reach out to math and science teachers at the local 

level;  visit classes and interact with students. 

 

Orientation for 

Chapter Officers 

• Revisit, review and possible revise your chapter’s constitution. 

• Use 123signup for registration to your chapter events  

 

 

There is a new initiative which the National ASA has begun - the ASA will reimburse chapters up to $1000 per year for 

approved activities which it sponsors.  The details for this will be communicated to your chapter officers by your 

regional District Vice-Chairs later this year.  All chapters are encouraged to take advantage of this initiative.  Details 

on the program are posted at: http://community.amstat.org/coc/chapterresources/chapterstimulus 

Getting members to be more active will insure that your chapter will continue to thrive by bringing in new ideas and 

broadening your reach.  Increasing member activity will also help to find people who are motivated to become future 

officers in your chapter. 

Your ASA Council of Chapters Governing Board 
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COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS GOVERNING BOARD (COCGB) 

 

Chair (2016)  

Ananda A. Jayawardhana 

 Pittsburg State University  

1701 South Broadway  

Pittsburg, KS 66762, United States  

Phone: (620) 235-4414  

ananda@pittstate.edu  

 

Chair-Elect (2016)  

Marianne E. Messina  

Bristol-Myers Squibb  

5 Research Pkwy Global Biometric Sciences  

Wallingford, CT 06492-1951 , United States  

Phone: (203) 677-7261  

Marianne.messina@bms.com  

 

Board Representative (2016-2018)  

Paula K. Roberson  

Univ. of Arkansas for Medical Sciences  

Biostatistics 4301 West Markham Slot 781  

Little Rock, AR 72205 , United States  

Phone: (501) 526-6726  

robersonpaulak@uams.edu  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past-Chair (2016)  

Linda J. Young  

USDA NASS  

425 8th St., N.W. Apt. 344  

Washington, DC 20004, United States  

Phone: (352) 281-6469  

Linda.Young@nass.usda.gov 

 

Board Representative (2014-2016)  

Daniel R. Jeske  

University of California  

Dept of Statistics, Rm1340, Olmsted Hall 

900 University Ave  

Riverside, CA 92521, United States  

Phone: (951) 827-3014  

daniel.jeske@ucr.edu  

 

Board Representative (2015-2017)  

W.Y. Wendy Lou  

University of Toronto  

D. L. School Public Health, 155 College Street  

Toronto, ON M5T 3M7, Canada  

Phone: (416) 946-7804  

wendy.lou@utoronto.ca  
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Vice-Chair, District 1 (2015-2017)  

Mimi Y. Kim  

Albert Einstein College of Medicine  

1300 Morris Park Ave, Belfer Bldg, Rm1303B  

Bronx, NY 10461-1926, United States  

Phone: (718) 430-2017  

mikim@aecom.yu.edu  

 

Vice-Chair, District 2 (2015-2017)  

Robert E. Johnson  

Vanderbilt University  

Dept. of Biostatistics,  

1161 21st Ave S, S-2323 MCN  

Nashville, TN 37232-2158, United States  

Phone: (615) 322-2001  

robert.e.johnson@vanderbilt.edu 

 

Vice-Chair, District 3 (2016-2018)  

Anamaria Segnini Kazanis  

Michigan State University  

24284 Woodham Road  

Novi, MI 48374, United States  

Phone: (248) 561-9557  

kazanisa@msu.edu  

 

Vice-Chair, District 4 (2016-2018) 

Mark E. Payton  

Oklahoma State University  

301 Math Sciences  

Stillwater, OK 74078-1056 , United States  

Phone: (405) 744-5684  

mark.payton@okstate.edu  

 

Vice-Chair, District 5 (2014-2016)  

Julia L. Sharp  

Clemson University  

O-116 Martin Hall Clemson,  

SC 29634, United States  

Phone: (864) 656-3252  

jsharp@clemson.edu  

 

Vice-Chair District 6 (2014-2016)  

Johanna S. Hardin  

Pomona College  

Department of Mathematics,  

610 N. College Ave  

Claremont, CA 91711, United States  

Phone: (909) 607-8717  

jo.hardin@pomona.edu  

 

Secretary / Treasurer (2016)  

Josh Habiger  

University of Kansas Medical Center  

Department of Biostatistics, MS 1026  

3901 Rainbow Blvd 

Kansas City, KS 66160, United States  

Phone: (913) 588-4703  

jhabiger@kumc.edu  
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Communications Officer (2016)  

John David Keighley  

University of Kansas Medical Center  

Dept. of Biostatistics, MS 1026 

3901 Rainbow Blvd.  

Kansas City, KS 66160, United States  

Phone: (913) 588-2792  

jkeighle@kumc.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Liaison (2010-2020)  

Rick G. Peterson  

American Statistical Association  

732 North Washington Street  

Alexandria, VA 22314, United States  

Phone: (703) 684-1221  

rick@amstat.org 

 

 


