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Dear Nevada ASA Members and Friends, 

 

Read on for information on  
what our Chapter has been up to. 
Please keep an eye on our website  

for more details on upcoming events. 
 

https://community.amstat.org/nevadachapter/home 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
 
The big forthcoming event is our Annual Meeting – see 
Glenn’s comments in the President’s Corner. 
 
Otherwise, stay tuned for other events whose planning is 
underway.                                                                       % 
 
 

The President’s Corner 
Glenn Waddell 

 
 
Greetings Chapter Members and Interested Others! 
 
I am delighted to be writing my first President’s Letter 
for the 2022 Spring Newsletter.  Please join me in 
welcoming our new board members: Northern Nevada 

Vice President Andrey Sarantsev and Secretary Cheryl 
Vanier. 
 
We recently had our amazing K-12 Poster Competition, 
and, as usual, the results are outstanding.  The creativity 
and focus of these young statisticians never cease to 
amaze me.  They truly are the future of statistics.  Please 
enjoy their submissions later in this newsletter.  
 
We are focused on celebrating our 20th Anniversary this 
year!  It is hard to believe that NV-ASA has reached that 
milestone, and it is well worth celebrating in grand style. 
Our Annual meeting in October will have a theme of 
“Then and Now: A celebration of 20 years of NV-ASA.” 
If you have any suggestions, resources, or history of the 
NV-ASA you want to share, please feel free to pass that 
along to my email, glenn@mrwaddell.net .  I am very 
interested in including your personal stories in statistics 
in our annual meeting. 
 
Finally, my experience in statistics is in the educational 
side of the subject matter, and I encourage us all to get 
involved in supporting and helping the K-12 educators 
who struggle to engage learners in the practice of 
statistics.  They are having a rough time right now, given 
that COVID is not over, which may create absenteeism, 
and a shift in focus in classrooms away from statistics to 
other topics.  We need to create some gentle advocacy 
for statistics that will support and encourage teachers to 
engage in statistical practice and thinking. 
 
Thank you all for everything you do.  See you soon for 
the Annual Meeting and Anniversary Celebration!       Σ 
 
 
 

Elections 
 
 
Positions coming open for 2023 are President (1 year), 
Southern Vice President (2 years), Treasurer (2 years), 
and Chapter Representative (3 years).  Be thinking about 
whom you would like to nominate!  Current members of 
the Executive Committee are listed at the end of this 
Newsletter.                                                                   ∞ 
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Poster Competition 2022 
 
 

 
Our annual K-12 Statistics Poster Competition resumed 
this year under the leadership of Elizabeth (Beth) Harris, 
math teacher at the Lied STEM Academy.  113 posters 
were submitted from four schools. Grade categories are 
K-3, 4-6, 7-9, and 10-12.  First, Second, and Third prizes 
and Honorable Mentions are awarded in each category as 
appropriate.   All recognized posters are forwarded to the 
National ASA Competition. 
 
Once again, we thank the Southern Nevada Mathematics 
Council for their generous support of this competition, 
and we thank all those who participated in organizing 
and judging the competition. Here are our state winners. 
Images of the winning posters are on our website.        
 
K-3 
 
 First place: AnnMarie Hansen, Kindergarten, Chansen 
Academy, Carson City.  Candy Rainbow (advisors Alicia 
and Michael Hansen) 
 

 
Second place: Tristan Hansen, 3rd grade, Chansen 
Academy, Carson City.  Do You Have Your Own 
Bedroom? (advisors: Alicia and Michael Hansen) 
 

4-6 
 
First place: Remi Maloney, 6th grade, Lied STEM 
Academy, Las Vegas.  Most “Puppular” Dog Breeds in 
the USA (advisor: Elizabeth Harris) 
 

 
Second place: Amelia Carlson, 6th grade, Lied STEM 
Academy, Las Vegas.  The Cost to Building (advisor: 
Elizabeth Harris) 
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Third place: Isaac Danielson,6th grade, Lied STEM 
Academy, Las Vegas.  What Affects Your Wage the Most? 
(advisor: Elizabeth Harris) 
 

 
Honorable Mention: Isabella Sahagun, 6th grade, Lied 
STEM Academy, Las Vegas.  Fishing for Food (advisor: 
Elizabeth Harris) 
 

 
7-9 
 
First place: Areli Martin Olivia and Serra Icasa, 7th grade, 
Hyde Park Middle School, Las Vegas.  Aim for the Top 
(advisor: Suman Tandon) 
 

Second place: Grace Hua, Kayli Troung, and Ian Chen, 
7th grade, Hyde Park Middle School, Las Vegas.  The 
Effects of Covid-29 on Students (advisor: Suman Tandon) 
 

 
Third place: Mia Sagastume and Juliana Vuong, 7th grade, 
Hyde Park Middle School, Las Vegas.  Does What You 
Eat Affect Your Energy Levels in School? (advisor: 
Susan Tandon) 
 

 
 
 
UNLV-UNR Virtual Seminars on 
Statistics and Data Science 

 
 

The UNR Dept of Math and Stat and the UNLV Dept of 
Math Sciences have been presenting virtual seminars on 
various topics this academic year.  Speakers and topics 
have been the following. 
 
(9/10/21) Brandon Koch, School of Public Health, UNR: 
“Variable selection and estimation in causal inference 
using Bayesian spike and slab priors” 
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(9/24/21) Andrey Sarantsev, Math & Stat, UNR: “Sub-
exponential rate of convergence to equilibrium for 
processes on the half-line” 
 
(10/8/21) Yinghan Chen, Math & Stat, UNR: “Data-
driven attribute hierarchy detection” 
 
(10/22/21) Tomasz Kozubowski, Math & Stat, UNR: “A 
novel weighted likelihood estimation with empirical 
Bayes flavor” 
 
(11/5/21) Yevgeniy Kovchegov, Math, OR State U: “A 
new life of Pearson’s skewness” 
 
(1/28/22) David Kweku, Math & Stat, UNR: “A 
combined functional data and mixture models approach 
for modeling and classification of nanomotion” 
 
(1/11/22) Tomasz Kozubowski, Math & Stat, UNR: 
“Weighted Distributions, random truncation, and partial 
extremes” 
 
(2/25/22) Pavel Solin, Math & Stat, UNR: “A quick 
introduction to data analytics with Python” 
 
(3/25/22) Christopher Tong: “Andrew Carnegie: 
forerunner of business analytics” 
 
(4/8/22) Glenn Waddell, UNR: “Describing statistics 
learning in 6-12 classrooms” 
 
(4/22/22) Amei Amei, Math Sciences, UNLV: 
“Generalized linear mixed models with varying 
coefficients in longitudinal genetic studies”       
 
This series is expected to continue next year.           λ 

 

Chapter Governance Committee 
 
 
The Chapter Governance Committee has drafted 
constitutional amendment proposals to better align 
certain elements in the Nevada Constitution with national 
ASA language.  The final amendments will modify 
language to better reflect current practices regarding 
email balloting, virtual meetings, membership categories 
and acknowledgement of the data science field.  Look for 
a notification of the proposed changes later this fall.     Φ 



New Faculty at UNLV 
 
 

Miguel Fudolig will be joining the Department of 
Epidemiology & Biostatistics in the UNLV School of 
Public Health as an Assistant Professor of Biostatistics 
beginning July 1, 2022.  He is currently completing his 

doctoral studies in epidemic modeling in the Department 
of Statistics at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.       Φ 
 
 

NV-ASA is on LinkedIn 
 

We now have a LinkedIn page for our Chapter.  Visit 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nvasa.  If you are 
already a LinkedIn member, you will go to our page 
directly.  If not, you will need to join first.  One feature is 
that our NVASA page will allow job postings.  To do 
that, please contact our webmaster at the email address 
given on our website.                                                    δ 

 

Joining NV-ASA! 
 
 

Only a minority of the people who receive this newsletter 
are members of the Nevada Chapter of the American 
Statistical Association (NV-ASA).  Dues are nominal.  
For full-time students at NV institutions, the cost is $10 
per year ($2 for student members of the national ASA).  
Otherwise, it is $20 per year ($10 for members of the 
national ASA).  One can become a Life Member for 
$100.  You can join NV-ASA when you renew your 
national ASA membership (or join for the first time); this 
can be done on-line at our website. 
 
Otherwise, whether a national ASA member or not, you 
can join through PayPal on our website or by contacting 
our Treasurer Alejandra Livingston.  Any way you do it, 
please obtain an information form from our website, 
complete it, and send it to Alejandra at the address listed 
on the form. 
 
Why should you join?  NV-ASA events provide 
opportunities for networking and contact with other 
statisticians working in a wide variety of areas in Nevada.  
But in addition to that, a major reason is that your dues 
help support the outreach activities of the NV-ASA 
including the K-12 Poster Competition and Career Days.  
Our financial needs are not great, so long as we all pitch 
in our modest amounts.                                                    
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NV-ASA Officers & Others 
 

 

Voting officers are 
President:    Glenn Waddell  (2022) 
Past President:    Alicia Chancellor Hansen 

(2020-2022) 
Northern Vice President: Andrey Sarantsev   

(2022-2023) 
Southern Vice President: Sean Breckling  (2021-2022) 
Secretary:    Cheryl Vanier  (2022-2023) 
Treasurer:    Charles Davis  (2021-2022) 
Chapter Representative: Gayle Allenback  (2020-2022) 
 
Also involved are 
Webmaster:  Alicia Chancellor Hansen 
Poster Competition Lead: Elizabeth Harris 
Newsletter Editor: Charles Davis 
 

 

Silver State-istics welcomes news items and letters from 
members and friends of the NV-ASA on matters of interest to 
the Chapter and the profession. Manuscript or items can be sent 
as a Microsoft Word document, PDF, or within an e-mail. 
Silver State-istics is published by the Nevada Chapter of the 
American Statistical Association. 
All items appearing in Silver State-istics are from the 
individuals providing them, and are not intended in any way to 
represent positions or opinions of any employer, government 
agency, client, the NV Chapter of the ASA, or the National 
ASA. 
 

 

 2021 Nevada Chapter of American Statistical Association
 

For contact information, go to 
https://community.amstat.org/nevadachapter/home 

Our address for regular mail is 
NV-ASA, PO Box 3311, Sparks, NV  

 


