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Submitted by Rebecca Le, SCASA immediate past-president 

ASA 2023 Data Visualization Poster and Statistics Project Competition Winners  
have been announced and  we are happy to learn that the first-place winner in our 
SCASA regional competition received the second place at the national level. Here is 
the list of winners for Grades 10-12: 

F  P   Baxter Hovis, Jonah Sagers, Sam Bowen, and Gavin Paulus, Title: “How  
to Win te ASA Poster Contest”, Mastery School of Hawken, Cleveland, Ohio 
 

S  P   Raymond Levine, Title: “Covid on the Border” 
Westview High School, San Diego, California 
 

Third Place  Yifan Li, Title: “Putting Sustainability Under the 
Spotlight: An Analysis of ESG Disclosing Trends in SEC Fil-
ings”, Poolesville High School, Rockville, Maryland 
 

Honorable Mention  Alexander Choi, Title: “How Has Climate Change Impacted  
Fish Growth”, Reno High School, Reno, Nevada 
 

More info about the competition and a complete list of winners can be viewed here: 
https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1OuHdM7OKCA3EuFO8ZCToiyfez3ILgf54/edit 
 
Note that this information hasn’t been published yet by 
the ASA. Winning posters will appear on the event web-
site in due time. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OuHdM7OKCA3EuFO8ZCToiyfez3ILgf54/edit
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Submitted by Alex (Chong Ho) Yu, President-elect of SCASA 

JSM 2023 Birds of a Feather Discussions 
 
There will be an exciting slate of Birds of a Feather discussions taking place in Toron-
to, ON,  during JSM 2023 and online the week after the conference. Full session de-
scriptions are at this link: 

https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1trI7PGcJuc9qhEdX7Dx27rsdptDhfW6RfCD1GnjVTus/edit  

 
If you’re interested in attending any of the in person or virtual discussions, please 
register at this link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdPEtFEk9aWMvm7Cvyj2lRlITBtxd-6zUc05xVsGYUxHlQoDw/

viewform 
 

Use this form to sign up for JSM 2023 Birds of a Feather sessions! Some sessions will 
be offered in person at JSM in Toronto, ON (Aug. 7-9), and some will be offered vir-
tually the week after JSM (Aug. 14-19). Birds of a Feather sessions are open to all, 
and, for the virtual sessions, JSM registration is not necessary. Sign up for as many 
sessions as you like - there are no session fees to participate! Registrants will receive 
an email reminder 1-2 days before their session.  
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1trI7PGcJuc9qhEdX7Dx27rsdptDhfW6RfCD1GnjVTus/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdPEtFEk9aWMvm7Cvyj2lRlITBtxd-6zUc05xVsGYUxHlQoDw/viewform
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Submitted by Sunil Gupta, sassavvy.com and r-guru.com 
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2023 Orange County  

Biosta s cs Symposium 

D : Friday and Saturday, September 29-30, 2023 

T : Innovative Designs in Expediting Drug and Device Development 

L : In person at Edwards Lifesciences Conference Center, 1 Edwards 
Way, Irvine, CA 92612.  An online option will be also available.  

E  : www.oclbasa.org 

R : is open at https://2023ocbiostatistics.eventbee.com.  Early 
bird registration ends on August 15, 2023.  

The Symposium offers a great opportunity to hear from leading statistical and 
pharmaceutical/medical device experts from industry, academics, and regulatory 
agencies on their experience and practice of bringing innovation to the develop-
ment of drugs and devices. The symposium focuses on topics related to recent 
advances in methodology and applications related to complex innovation trial de-
sign, master protocols, gene and cell therapy, and real-world evidence-based re-
search. The Symposium also focuses on recent advances in the application of AI/
ML methodologies in drug development. In addition, academic researchers and 
students will present their research on the above topics. 

 Please consider inviting your interested students and possibly paying their regis-
tration fees. The students will enjoy the Industry Exposure Career Panel designed 
just for them (see Pages 7-8 for more info), and please motivate your students to 
participate in the Biostat Poster Competition (see Page 9 for details).  

www.oclbasa.org
https://2023ocbiostatistics.eventbee.com
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One of the break-out sessions on the second day of the symposium will be devoted to a Q&A-
style panel discussion about careers in the industry. This session is designed primarily for stu-
dents but everyone is welcome to attend. The panel will consist of five experts introduced below.  
Please invite your students to attend the symposium and in particular, this session. And please con-
sider sponsoring your students. The student fee is $20 until August 15 and goes up to $45 after that 
date. Below are the bios of the panelists. 

Gajanan Bhat Senior Vice President, Clinical and Data Science at Spectrum Pharmaceuticals, Irvine 

A clinical research and development executive with over 20 years of experience in drug, device, and 
imaging diagnostic agent development and a proven track record of successful execu-
tion of clinical development and post-marketing activities in early-stage and pivotal 
clinical trials leading to NDA submissions, approvals, and market launch. A result-
oriented team leader who provides directions to the team and strategy for the clinical 
development plan and execution to meet corporate objectives. 

Ha Dang Lead biostatistician at Johnson & Johnson Medical devices companies, Monrovia. My experi-
ence and accomplishments highlight my expertise in biostatistics, particularly in the design and anal-
ysis of clinical trials, my leadership abilities, and my commitment to advancing medical research. I 
currently serve as a lead biostatistician at Johnson & Johnson MedTech Cardiovascular & Specialty 

Solutions (CSS) group, where I play a crucial role in providing statistical support for the 
design and execution of clinical trials within both Mentor and Coherex franchises. In my 
position, I not only offer statistical guidance to junior statisticians but also spearheaded 
the development of the first summer internship program for CSS. Additionally, I have suc-
cessfully enhanced the processes for study routine reports and SOPs, ensuring greater ef-
ficiency and accuracy. Moreover, I have been a key statistician for a PMA submission of 

the Mentor team, contributing to the successful completion of an important regulatory milestone.  
Prior to joining JnJ, I dedicated five years to working as a statistician at COG, specializing in pediatric 
oncology clinical trial designs. During this time, I gained expertise in various areas such as sample 
size calculation and conditional power analysis through simulation. Furthermore, I simultaneously 
handled statistical analyses and prepared publications for five projects that were part of the Malig-
nant Germ Cell Tumors International Collaborative Consortium.  Before transitioning to industry, I had 
a rewarding six-year tenure as a faculty member in the Biostatistics Department within the Keck 
School of Medicine at USC. During this time, my primary research focus was on phase 3 pediatric on-
cology RCTs with COG. In this role, I collaborated closely with esteemed research clinicians to inde-
pendently design 13 superiority and non-inferiority group sequential design trials. Additionally, I suc-
cessfully managed a team of three statisticians, mentored seven MS students, and taught statistics to 
MD students, imparting my knowledge and expertise to the next generation of researchers. My con-
tributions to the field of biostatistics are reflected in my extensive publication record, which includes 
over 27 collaborative papers.  

C     ... 

INDUSTRY EXPOSURE CAREER  

PANEL FOR STUDENTS 
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 Lindsay Fitzgerald-DeHoog Data Analytics Lead at Hoag Hospital, Newport Beach. I am a 
hybrid between an Environmental Scientist and a Biostatistician. I received my 
Master's in Biology from California State University Long Beach in 2012 with an 
emphasis in Marine Ecology. Though I love Marine Science I have developed an 
interest in Biostatistics along the way and subsequently completed a Master's in 
Applied Statistics. I currently work for Hoag Memorial Hospital Presbyterian as a 
Data Scientist/Statistician in the Strategic Analytics Department, supporting our 

partners hospital-wide with their data analytics needs. 
 

 Kim Phan  Senior Analyst, Statistical Programmer at Edwards Lifesciences, Irvine. 

I have been working here for about 2 years and it has been a great learning ex-
perience. My educational background stems from UC Riverside receiving both 
BS and MS degrees in Statistics. I grew up in San Diego, went to college in Riv-
erside, and currently work in Irvine, CA. Along with my aspiration to be compe-
tent as a Statistical Programmer, I also strive to be impactful beyond my role at 

work. Aside from jogging, you can find me enjoying a cup of coffee or milk tea in my spare time. 
 

 Larry Z. Shen Senior Statistical Advisor, Vice President, and Head of Biometrics Services Phar-
mapace, Inc, a WuXi AppTec company, San Diego. Dr. Shen is a senior statistical advisor to numer-

ous biopharmaceutical companies to support their drug development programs. 
He is Vice President and head of Biometrics Services at WuXi Clinical.  
Dr. Shen is a fellow of the American Statistical Association. He has authored many 
articles on statistical methodology and their applications to drug development.  
Dr. Shen was Vice President at Amylin Pharmaceuticals leading their entire clinical 
development organization in the development and approval of several first-in-

class medicines. Following the acquisition of Amylin by Bristol Myers Squibb in 2013, he co-
founded Pharmapace, Inc., a biometrics consulting and CRO company serving the biopharma in-
dustry, and served as its President and CEO. Pharmapace was later acquired by WuXi AppTec in 
2019.  
Dr. Shen obtained his Ph.D. in Statistics from the University of California at Berkeley and both BS 
and MS degrees in mathematics/probability theory from Beijing University in China. 

 

P   O .K @ .      . 
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For the poster session, we invite undergraduate and graduate students and postdoctoral 
trainees to submit a poster abstract for this meeting. The poster session at the symposium 
provides an excellent opportunity to promote the exchange of ideas and information and 
facilitate networking opportunities within the statistics community. In addition, presenting 
a poster provides the students with an opportunity to showcase their work to industry as 
well as academic professionals. Students can access more information on the poster ses-
sion at the conference website under the tab “Poster Submissions”  and submit their ab-
stracts.  
 
E :  Undergraduate and graduate students and postdoctoral trainees are all eligi-
ble, including students graduating during Summer 2023. 

  
T : In the posters, the data applications should be from medical studies, including re-
search in other fields such as environment and public policy with public health/medical 
components. 
  
D : Posters can be presented during Day 1 or Day 2 of the conference. 

T : 
·         Deadline for abstract submission: August 11. 
·         Notification on poster presentation acceptance: August 25. 
·         Deadline to share poster electronically for award consideration: September 15. 

R : All poster presenters will be required to register for the conference; regis-
tration fees for 2023 Orange County Biostatistics Symposium will be waived for under-
graduate and graduate students.  

A :  All posters will be evaluated by the Poster Committee for awards in three cate-
gories – the best visualization, the best statistical analysis, and the best insight.  

C : Please contact Esra Kurum at esra.kurum@ucr.edu if you have any questions. 
Poster specifications and other details can be found at  https://www.oclbasa.org/poster
-submissions. Please forward this information to your colleagues and students, and we 
hope that you will encourage your students to submit a poster abstract. 
 
 

CALL FOR STUDENT POSTERS 

https://www.oclbasa.org/poster-submissions
https://www.oclbasa.org/poster-submissions
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Dr. Normalcurvesaurus,  
Ph.D. presents 


