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It was a really helpful course.  Both instructors were clear as were their slides.  I was well 
aware of the p-value controversy (and discuss it in my graduate classes) but had not heard of 
second gen p-values.  I plan to integrate the ideas into my courses and will share them with 
my lab. Thanks. — Stuart Sweeney, Professor at UC Santa Barbara. 

 

 On October 22, SCASA hosted an ASA traveling course on “Second-generation p-
values and their Use in Statistical Practice” presented by Dr.  Jeffrey D. Blume, School of Da-
ta Science, University of Virginia and Dr. Megan H. Murray, who just recently obtained her 
Ph.D. degree in Biostatistics from Vanderbilt University, and started working for Eli Lilly and 
Company. Seventeen members of the SCASA community at-
tended this online course. 

The instructors received many 
compliments for the informa-
tive talk, saturated with exam-
ples, and for a clear presenta-
tion style. It was definitely a 
thought-provocative webinar. 
The slides can be viewed here: 
https://github.com/
murraymegan/SGPV-ASA-Short
-Course-2022 

SCASA really appreciates the opportunity to host ASA travel-
ing courses and we are already drooling in anticipation of the list of offerings for the next 
year, which is typically posted in December.  

 

ASA TRAVELING COURSE: 
POST-EVENT REPORT 
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C : Free   ♦   R : Not required     

♦  Z  :  https://csulb.zoom.us/j/81414468549 ♦ 

        S :   
10AM - 11AM Talk by ASA President Dr. Katherine Ben-
nett Ensor, Rice University, titled “News from ASA and 
Community Analytics in Action” 
 

11AM-11:15AM Break 
 

11:15AM - 12PM Talk by Dr. Jason (ZhongZheng) Niu, 
USC, titled: “Application of Bayesian Kernel Machine 
Regression for the Mixture Association of Air Pollu-
tants with Biological Aging “ 
 

12:PM - 12:15PM Break  
 

12:15PM-1PM Talk by Dr. Dylan Friel, UCR, titled: “A 
Neutral Zone Classifier for Three Classes” 
 

1PM-1:15PM Break and Raffle 
1:15PM-2PM SCASA Business Meeting (Everyone is invit-
ed)                                                       
  

 C     . 
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C     . 

About the Presenter: Katherine Bennett Ensor is the Noah G. Harding Professor of Statistics at Rice University where 
she serves as director of the Center for Computational Finance and Economic Systems (cofes.rice.edu) and creator of 
the Kinder Institute’s Urban Data Platform (kinderudp.org). Ensor served as chair of the Department of Statistics from 
1999 through 2013 and has shaped data science at Rice as a member of the campus-wide hiring committee. Her re-
search focuses on the development of statistical and data science methods for practical problems. Her expertise is 
dependent data covering time, space, and dimension with applied interests in finance, energy, environment, health, 
and risk management.  She is a fellow of ASA and AAAS and has been recognized for her leadership, scholarship, and 
mentoring. Ensor is the 2022 President of the American Statistical Association (ASA). She served as Vice President of 
ASA from 2016 to 2018 and as a member of the National Academies Committee on Applied and Theoretical Statistics 
from 2014 to 2020. Ensor holds a BSE and MS in Mathematics from Arkansas State University and a Ph.D. in Statistics 
from Texas A&M University. Ensor is a member of the Texas A&M College of Science Academy of Distinguished For-
mer Students.  

Abstract: The American Statistics Association is dedicated to the practice and profession of Statistics, and as the 
117th President I will provide updates on ASA and take this opportunity to discuss the expansion of the ASA Leader-
ship Institute, activities in data science and AI, and my vision to promote growth in community analytics. Community 
analytics requires strong partnerships between local governments and businesses, NGOs, community organizations, 
and academia. I will embed my community analytics discussion in the story of developing from scratch the 
wastewater epidemiology program for the City of Houston to aid in managing the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic. 
Wastewater surveillance has emerged as a vital tool for city, county, and state public health departments, and its use 
will continue beyond the pandemic. The CDC has named Houston one of two National Wastewater Surveillance Sys-
tems Centers of Excellence (see https://hou-wastewater-epi.org). I will share the concepts behind building the statisti-
cal system and drive deep into why the partnership succeeded and what is planned for the future. 

About the Presenter:  Dr. Niu is an epidemiologist with research interests in life course studies, environmental pollu-
tion exposures, and biological aging and related diseases. He received his Ph.D. in epidemiology from the State Uni-
versity of New York at Buffalo in 2021, thereafter working as a postdoctoral research fellow at the Keck School of 
Medicine, University of Southern California. He uses statistical approaches to solve complex exposures such as expo-
sure mixtures and time-lagged repeated exposures.   

Abstract: Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene, and Xylenes (BTEXs) are a group of aromatic air pollutants from fossil 
fuels. There is no research on associations of the BTEXs mixture with telomere length (TL), a marker of cellular aging, 
in the general population. We analyzed a subsample of 549 US adults aged 20–59 years from the National Health and 
Nutrition Examination Survey 1999–2000. BTEXs samples were collected by passive exposure badges worn by partici-
pants for 48–72 h. Levels of BTEXs were measured with gas chromatography/mass spectrometry. Leukocyte TL was 
measured with qPCR. We used Bayesian Kernel Machine Regression (BKMR) to examine the effect of the BTEXs mix-
ture on TL adjusting for potential confounders. Analyses were stratified by tobacco smoking status (serum co-
tinine≥10 ng/mL vs. <10 ng/mL). Levels of personal exposure to BTEXs were detectable in most participants and were 
relatively higher in the 150 smokers than in the 399 nonsmokers. The BTEXs were moderately or strongly intercorre-
lated (0.5 < r ≤ 0.9, P < 0.05). All chemicals had weak, inverse correlations with TL (−0.1<r < 0, P > 0.05). In BKMR 
models among the nonsmokers, the BTEXs mixture was significantly inversely associated with TL at a low range of the 
BTEXs (20th-65th percentile) but was not associated with TL at a higher range (>65th percentile). Also, we found a U-
shape association of benzene and a positive association of ethylbenzene with TL independent of other BTEXs. Among 
smokers, neither the BTEXs mixture nor any individual BTEXs were significantly associated with TL. Within a low-to-
middle range, exposure to the BTEXs mixture may be associated with shorter telomere length in the general non-
smoking population.  

About the Presenter: Dylan Friel graduated with his Ph.D. from UCR in Spring of 2022 and is currently a postdoc in 
Dr. Dan Jeske’s research group. Dylan is the lead author for this work on a collaborative effort that involves the follow-
ing people (in alphabetical order by last name): Benjamin Ellis (PhD student, UC Riverside); Dylan Friel (Postdoc, UC 
Riverside); Daniel Jeske (Professor, UC Riverside); Phillip Kass (Professor, UC Davis); Herbie Lee (Professor, UC Santa 
Cruz); and Yunzhe Li (PhD student, UC Santa Cruz).  

Abstract: A classifier may be limited by its conditional misclassification rates more than the overall misclassification 
rate. In the case that one or more of the misclassification rates are high, a neutral zone may be introduced to lower, 
and possibly balance, conditional misclassification rates. The neutral zone is brought into the realm of classifiers for 
three classes with its size determined by misclassification rates. It is presented with an application to assess the senti-
ment of student comments written for instructor evaluations. 
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SCASA invites grades 10-12 students to participate in our 3rd Annual Regional Sta-
tistics Data Visualization Poster Competition. Students can submit their posters ei-
ther digitally or as photos of physical posters. A high score will be given to posters 
that include a clear statistical question, description of data collection procedure, 
and appropriate statistical analysis. The 1st-place winning team will get a prize of 
$200, the 2nd-place team, $150, the 3rd-place team, $100, and 4&5th-place teams 
will get $50 each.  
 

Posters should be submitted by Friday, March 17th, 2023, at 11:59 PM.  Everyone 
will receive a certificate of participation. The best five posters will be sent to the 
ASA’s national-level competition. The first-place team’s school will receive the per-
petual trophy with the school name engraved on it. If you would like to volunteer 
as a judge, please contact Anna Yu Lee at AnnaYuLee1@gmail.com, or Joyce 
Fu at yfu001@ucr.edu. 

For more information and archives, please visit the event website 

https://community.amstat.org/scasa/postercomp 

The 2023 SCASA Regional Sta s cs 
Data Visualiza on Poster Compe on 

CALL FOR JUDGES 
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“Joni Ricks (Director, UCI Center for Statistical Consulting) won her election to Long Beach City Council, 
which is pretty cool,”— Neal Fultz, SCASA VP for Professional Affairs. 

 

 

Dr. Joni Ricks-Oddie, Ph.D.  lives with her husband Keith and their 
two children in the Deforest Park Neighborhood in North Long 
Beach. They chose Long Beach for its unique character, its people, 
and its energy. With a lifetime of experience as a leader, an advo-
cate, and an effective representative, Joni Ricks-Oddie looks for-
ward to bringing her passion for public service to the work of the 
Long Beach City Council.  
  
Raised in the Midwest in a family that modeled service to the 
community, Joni Ricks-Oddie has brought her life experience, pro-
fessional experience, and enthusiasm for building brighter futures 
to everything she does. For more than a decade Joni Ricks-Oddie 
has been actively engaged in civic leadership in Long Beach, serv-
ing on the North Long Beach Neighborhood Alliance, Uptown 
Property and Business Improvement District, Citizens Police Com-
plaint Commission, and the Long Beach Planning Commission 
where she currently serves as Chair. She understands the value of 
advocacy, engagement, and effective representation and has seen 
first-hand the impact policy decisions have on people’s lives. 
  

Joni’s professional life is devoted to academics, science, and re-
search. As Director of the Center for Statistical Consulting at UC 
Irvine, she focuses on Biostatistics and Epidemiology. She under-
stands the importance policy plays in addressing public health, 
community health, and the sustainability of our planet. As your 

Councilmember, she will be a fierce advocate for the quality-of-life priorities that protect our residents, 
strengthen our neighborhoods and help our community thrive.  
  

Joni Ricks-Oddie graduated with honors from the University of Iowa, earning a Bachelor of Science in Mi-
crobiology. She earned her Master’s degree in Public Health/Epidemiology from the University of Michigan, 
and her Ph.D. from UCLA in Epidemiology. As a mother of two young children, she understands that their 
futures depend on the decisions we make today. In everything she does, Joni brings a lens of equity and 
respect, working with underserved and disenfranchised communities conducting research, and delivering 
concrete plans to improve health outcomes. She has worked with the LGBTQ community on STI/HIV out-
reach, communities of color with kidney disease, and women experiencing domestic violence and food in-
security.  
  
Diligent and determined, Joni always shows up prepared, ready to work, and grateful for the opportunity to 
make a difference for our community — every day.  
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Panel on Integrating Statistics & Data Science Environ-

ments in Academic Departments 

COST  Registration is free 

LOCATION  Online Webinar 
WEBSITE  https://www.niss.org/events/panel-integrating-statistics-data-science-
environments-academic-departments 
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Dr. Normal-
curvesaurus,  

Ph.D. presents 


