
 

E-Tidings Newsletter 

Volume 10, Issue 5                                  May  2022



V O L U M E  1 0 ,  I S S U E  5  P A G E  2   

 

SCASA is pleased to announce the 2022 
recipient of the ASA Council of Chapters 

Outstanding Chapter Service Award! 

REBECCA LE 
Researcher at County of Riverside 

Rebecca Le has been an active member of SCASA since she 
joined in 2007. She has served the chapter in leadership roles including President-Elect 
from 2019 to 2020 and President from 2021 to the end of this year.  She has been the main 
organizer of the SCASA Regional Statistics Data Visualization Poster Competition, begin-
ning in 2021. In addition, she has tirelessly worked behind the scenes as a team player 
helping to coordinate the statistics judges for the ASA Special Awards in Statistics at ISEF 
since 2014. In between the actual events, she has worked enthusiastically on the planning 
committee to identify problems and develop solutions for improving the statistical integrity 
of the judging process. She also represented SCASA at ISEF 2016 and ISEF 2019 in Phoenix, 
thus contributing to the ASA Council of Chapters’ goal of providing continuity at ISEF from 
year to year. In addition, Rebecca represented SCASA and the statistics profession partici-

pating as a judge at local, regional, and state science fair competi-
tions.  For more information about Rebecca, please see the interview 
published in the September 2021 issue of our eNewsletter <https://
community.amstat.org/scasa/newsletters>. 

 
LIST OF PAST RECIPIENTS OF THE OUTSTANDING  

CHAPTER SERVICE AWARD 
 The ASA Outstanding Chapter Service Award is presented annually to people 

who have provided distinguished service to their local chapter.  

The following Southern California Chapter members have received this award:  

Robert Gould, 2020  ●   Daniel Jeske, 2020   ●    Madeline Bauer, 2017   ●   Andrew Dagis, 2014  

Michael Jay, 2012    ●   Rodney Jee, 2008    ●    Janet Myhre, 2005   ●   Robert Newcomb, 2003  

Harold Dyck, 1999    ●   Kenneth Resser, 1996    ●   Daniel Martinez, 1991  
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Written by the Event Organizing Committee 
 
 On April 23, SCASA hosted its 41st annual Applied Statistics Workshop. A 

total of 69 people attended the event held on Zoom. The presenter, Dr. Robert Kabacoff, Pro-
fessor of the Practice in Quantitative Analysis at Wesleyan University, CT, taught us the magic 
of data visualization with R. The workshop was very well received, with only positive comments 
afterwards. Epithets like “great” or “wonderful” were used when referred to this event.  
 
During the lunch break, winners of  the 1st through 4th places in the SCASA Regional Statistics 
Data Visualization Poster Competition presented their research. Their posters can be viewed at 
https://community.amstat.org/scasa/postercomp 
 
The day culminated in our traditional book raffle with 10 winners.  
 
We would like to extend our gratitude to Amgen, our long-standing sponsor, and the ASA 
Council of Chapters whose stimulus funding has been covering our raffle expenses for years.   
 
Thank you to everyone who attended and we hope to see as big a crowd next year! 
 

SCASA 41      
POST-EVENT WRAP-UP REPORT 

1st place winners 

3rd place winner 

2nd place winner(s) 

5th place winners 4th place winners 

Ms. Araya, teacher, with 
the perpetual trophy 
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Written by Linda Zanontian, UCLA and Robert Gould, UCLA 
 
The twelfth Datafest will be remembered as the year that "fest" returned to 
DataFest!  After two virtual years of virtual events which, to be honest, were 
actually overall fantastic, DataFest returned to "in-person" at a new venue, the 

Ackerman Student Union Venue.  
 

After checking in on Friday, April 29, students enjoyed 
networking in a mini job-fair hosted by Microsoft, 
Analysis Group, Capgemini, Ankura Consulting, Latham 
& Watkins LLP, and MediaAlpha.  Students and volun-
teers also had a surprise visit from none other than Joe 
and Josephine Bruin themselves! 
 

The data and challenge were revealed at 7pm, when 
students were introduced to Dr. Uche Aneni from the 
Play2Prevent Research lab at the Yale School of Medi-
cine.  Dr. Aneni invited students to examine data gen-
erated from middle-school students while playing a 
game designed to teach them to make healthy choices.  
The central challenge was to see if our teams could 
characterize game play and identify particular patterns 

of behavior within the game.  The data were particularly challenging since there were few numeri-
cal variables, and the data had an unusual structure.  
 

Students worked around the clock, aided by teams of visiting mentors from industry and academ-
ics. Many of the mentors were former DataFest participants themselves.  Besides providing Da-
taFest advice, many of these visitors offered career advice and general support to the teams.   
 

On Sunday morning, all work ended and the teams had just five minutes to present their work to a 
panel of judges.  Five separate panels of judges heard presentations and each panel promoted just 
three teams to the final round.  The teams gathered back in the Ballroom to see if they were one of 
the fifteen to present for the finalist judges.  In the end, the judges chosen winners and honorable 
mentions for the Don Ylvisaker Award for Best Insight, Best Visualization, and Best Use of Statistical 
Models.  This year, the judges also awarded a Judges Choice prize. The full list of winners is given 
below. 
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DataFest requires a community of many, many people.  First and foremost are the student partici-
pants.  The student DataFest Organizing Committee this year did a fantastic job and also raised 
more money than ever.  We thank the chairs, Ar-
man Ghazaryan and Meichen Chen, and their be-
yond-outstanding committee: Kevin Hamakawa, 
Nicole, Zhang, Tianlang Ouyang, Megan Ma, Hele-
na Hu, Ellie Zhang, Sean Lim, Brian Dinh, Irene 
Zhang, Wei Cai, Somin Lee and Taylor Kim.  
 

Our judges had to make very difficult decisions in a 
very short time, and we thank them for their wis-
dom and for taking time on a Sunday.  Special 
thanks to: Mark Huber (Claremont McKenna Col-
lege), Jeremy Miles (Google), Alan Vazquez (UCLA 
Statistics), Kekona Sorenson (Microsoft,a mentor 
at the very first DataFest in 2011, and UCLA alum), 
Dave Zes (UCLA Statistics), Medha Uppala (Penn 
State and UCLA PhD Alum), Ashley Sanders (UCLA Digital Humanities), Guido Montufar (UCLA 
Math and Statistics), Nathan Langholz (IBM and UCLA PhD alum) , Joanne Lo (participant and or-
ganizer of the very first DataFest), Elizabeth Franke (UCLA Statistics graduate student and alum), 

Jeremy Guinta (Ankura Consulting), Oscar Ma-
drid Padilla (UCLA Statistics), Shirley Guzman 
(LAUSD), Rob Knickerbocker (Pomona College 
alum and former DataFest winner), Olga 
Korosteleva (CSULB), James Wilson (Ankura 
Consulting, UCLA alum and former DataFest 
winner),  Kyle Polich (Data Skeptic podcast), 
Kathleen McGarry (UCLA Economics), Karin 
Kricorian (Disney), Mark Green (UCLA Math), 
Matt Kugasaki (Inland Legal Services, UCLA al-
um.)   Special thanks to lead judge Mark 
Handcock (UCLA Statistics) for his leadership. 
 

We were very fortunate to receive several ma-
jor corporate sponsorships. At the Cauchy Lev-

el, we thank Microsoft.  Pareto Level Sponsors were from Analysis Group, Capgemini, Media Alpha, 
and Latham & Watkins. Ankura and Meta sponsored at the Lognormal level.   Salesforce also pro-
vided an appreciated contribution. 
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 In addition, we are grateful for a major gift at the 
Cauchy Level from Dr. Scott Schumacher, and a 
gift at the LogNormal level from Lance Perry (a 
first-DataFest participant!).   In addition, we re-
ceived generous gifts from an extraordinarily 
large group of generous individuals: Yiheng An, 
Ray-Bing Chen, Mark Calvin Cunningham, Loida 
DeLeon, Gary Williams Evans, Kayla Michelle 
Frisoli, Yimeng Jia, Judy Yang Hee Kong, Alex 
Joshua Krebs, Ignat Vasievich Kulinka, Vivian 
Lew, Yingqi Li, Victor Louie, Jiashu Miao, Cheryl 
Miles, Juana Sanchez, Madhulika Saxena, Amy 
Ching-Fen Tsiang, Michael Tsiang, James Wesley 
Wilson, Hongquan Xu, Hui Zhu. 

 

If you'd like to donate to future DataFests 
(and want to know what a "Cauchy level" 
means), please visit http://giving.ucla.edu/
DataFest.   
 

Finally, let's not forget our student partici-
pants. We had 75 teams and over 330 stu-
dents.  They were mostly seniors and juniors, 
but we also had a few first-years and sopho-
mores.  Most students were from UCLA, but 
we also had teams from Pomona College, UC 
Riverside and, for the first time, CSU Fullerton!   
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 Many teams were worthy of prizes and mentions. Of these, the final panel of judges made special 
note of: 

Judge’s choice prize: Sine of the Times (Sajaa Ahmad, Samira Ahmed, Merve Dumlu, Rithi-
ka Reddy, and Jeffrey Yang) 

    "For their overall analysis of reduced attention from repeated decision making that studied the 
impact of decision fatigue and brought in psychological theory."  

 

Honorable Mention for "Best Use of Statistical Models": Team Chirp (Alan Zhou and Aditya 
Bhalla) 

    "For the use of a clarifying cluster model to describe how different players play. The model en-
abled a decomposition of the data into informative clusters and facilitated further data analy-
sis"  

 

Honorable Mention for "Best Visualization”: Data Dive (Ellen Wei, Prateik Sinha, Olivia 
Wang, Yuetong Li, Anvesha Dutta) 

    "For their clear visualizations and well written presentation of how players change overtime 
and what types of players there are."  

 

Honorable Mention for "The Don Ylvisaker Best Insight Award": Cecil Separated Values: 
(Simon Zhang, Saatvik Kher, Xuehuai He) 

    "For their insight into how players rank characters and who causes players to make bad short-
term decisions"  

 

First Prize for "Best Use of Statistical Models ": Standard Deviants (Avishek Ghosh, Megan 
Ma, Shiyu Murashima, Brandon Louie, Jarod Ngo) 

    "For their use of models to categorize player’s total skill trajectories and analysis of player be-
haviors"  

 

First prize for "Best Visualization": Team ofcdata (Keying Zhang, Shixian Wang, Victor Xu, 
Vivian Pan, Wenqian Luo) 

    "For an outstanding and clearly visualized analysis of game playing results and the relationship 
between in-game choices and real-life choices"  

 

First prize for " The Don Ylvisaker Best Insight Award ": The Data Dudes (Ryan Kien, Roger 
Wilson, Kason Ancelin, Daichi Sakai) 

        "For the use of textual analysis to form interest-level groups and the analysis of their game  
          playing" 
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By Madeline Bauer, USC (retired) <Photos courtesy Harold Dyck, CSUSB> 

Over 50 statisticians collectively donated over 600 
hours in judging 1409 science projects competing 
for the ASA Special Awards in Statistics at the 2022 
Regeneron International Science and Engineering 
Fair.  After 2 rounds of virtual judging on April 29-
May 2, 10 projects were selected for virtual inter-
views May 4, May 5, and May 9.  The top 3 projects 
were: first place for $1500 to Angela Chen of 
Durham, NC for EAEV007, using wavelet analysis 
and random forests to identify the key climate vari-
ables predicting the timing and location of future 
California wildfires.  The second place award of 

$1000 went to Zara Hommez of Irvine, CA for the project CBIO052 using Cox regression and 
machine learning to identify key variables associated with early death from COVID-19 in Brazil.  
The third place award of $500 went to Rushank Goyal of Gwalior, India for the project 
TMED005 using quantum machine learning and transcriptome profiles to identify biomarkers 
for 10 different cancers.  These 3 winners plus 6 honorable mentions will receive free one-year 
student memberships to the ASA. 
 

Dr. Cora Neal of Weber State University, 
Utah presented a one-hour symposium on 
“Best Practices for Incorporating Charts 
and Statistics in Your Project” to over 75 
ISEF students, their teachers and parents, 
thus reestablishing the tradition set by the 
late Tom Short and Chris Malone.  Those 

students were offered a free one-year stu-
dent membership in the ASA, courtesy of 
the ASA. Dr. Cora Neal presented the 
award in person to the first place winner in 
Atlanta. Second and third place winners 
participated virtually. 

INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING FAIR 

SCASA REPORT 

Atlanta skyline at night  

Yoonsung Jung, Rob Krafty, Christina Mehta, 
Melinda Higgins (& "hubby"), and Harold 
Dyck in Atlanta 

Continued on the next page... 
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 … Continued from previous page. 
 

Following the tradition established by Susan Ellenberg in the mid-
1980s and further enhanced by Wayne Smith at ISEF 2017 in Los An-
geles, Harold Dyck with Christina Mehta of Atlanta and Yoonsung 
Jung of Houston delivered statistics and data science textbooks in-
person in Atlanta to the 54 ISEF students whose projects scored in 

the top 100 based on the Round 2 judging.  
Wiley donated 39 of those books (thanks to Wayne Smith), 10 were do-
nated by Taylor and Francis, and 5 copies of “Introductory Statistics: Ex-
ploring the World Through Data” by Rob Gould were donated by Pear-
son. Those ISEF students participating virtually whose projects scored in 
the top 100 based on the Round 2 judging will be offered their choice 
of 60 Wiley books as well as a free one-
year membership in the ASA.  
 

Please give a BIG shout-out (drum 
roll!!) to the 50 judges whose dedication, 
commitment, and enthusiasm made the 
statistics judging at ISEF 2022 a big suc-

cess!  Those 50 judges represent about as many locations across 
the US and demonstrate the wide-spread support for continuing 
the ASA Special Awards in Statistics at future ISEFs!  Also notable, 
15 of those judges are experienced SoCal judges, having judged 
in previous local ISEFs as well as last year’s first ever virtual ISEF.  
Their participation is particularly notable since this year’s ISEF 
overlapped the ASA DataFest competition at UCLA, requiring sev-
eral of the judges to juggle their time between the virtual ISEF 
judging and UCLA for in-person mentoring or judging. H !  
 
Thank you, Madeline, for a stellar effort organizing the ASA judging in 2022!  - 
The SCASA Community. 

N ,    ISEF  (   !!),   
 

SAVE THE DATES!! 
 

ISEF 2024     L  A  M  11 – 17!  
 

M          N ! 
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h p://community.amstat.org/scasa/newsle ers 

Stop arguing.  

I was here before you. 

 BETTER 


