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Event registration is open:  
 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/scasa-2022-virtual-job-
fair-tickets-237869111917 
 
 
 

Please help to advertise to students. If you have questions, 
please contact Neal Fultz, SCASA VP for Professional Affairs, at 
neal@njnm.co. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/scasa-2022-virtual-job-fair-tickets-237869111917
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Basic Python Analytics: Do Common SAS Things in Python-Pandas 
 
Wednesday, February 
16, 2022, 10:00am-
2:00pm Pacific Time 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                        Essentials of Statistical Graphics Procedures  
 
 

Friday, February 18, 
2022, 10:00am-
2:00pm Pacific Time 

 

 
             Getting the Most Out of the Graph Template Language  

 
 

Friday, February 
25, 2022, 
10:00am-2:00pm 
Pacific Time 

 
 

 

 

https://www.wuss.org/upcoming-classes-2021/
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2022 
6:00 PM TO 8:00 PM PST 
Creating Features for Machine Learning from Text 
Presenter: Julia Silge 
https://www.meetup.com/SOCAL-RUG/events/283613667/ 
Online Event 
Cost: Free 
 
Abstract: 
Natural language that we as speakers and writers use must be dramatically transformed to new representa-
tions for analysis, whether we are just starting off with exploratory data analysis or are ready to train machine 
learning algorithms such as predictive models. We can explore typical text preprocessing steps from the 
ground up, from tokenization to building word embeddings, and consider the effects of these steps. When 
are these preprocessing steps helpful, and when are they not? In this talk, learn about the process of text 
preprocessing for ML models in the real world, how and when practitioners use different preprocessing 
choices, and considerations for text ML tooling. 
 
Bio: 
Julia Silge is a software engineer at RStudio PBC where she works on open source modeling tools. She holds 
a PhD in astrophysics and has worked as a data scientist in tech and the nonprofit sector, as well as a tech-
nical advisory committee member for the US Bureau of Labor Statistics. She is an author, an international 
keynote speaker, and a real-world practitioner focusing on data analysis and machine learning. Julia loves 
text analysis, making beautiful charts, and communicating about technical topics with diverse audiences. 
 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2022 
9:00 AM TO 4:30 PM PST 
Nonparametric Analysis: A Primer 
Presenter: Olga Korosteleva 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/socal-rug-nonparametric-analysis-a-primer-tickets-234310367617 
Location: University of California, Irvine - Paul Merage School of Business - 
Building: SB2, Room 117, 4293 Pereira Drive, Irvine, CA 92617 
 
Cost: $10 
 
Schedule 
08:30-09:00 Sign-in 
09:00-09:30 Introduction and computer setup 
09:30-10:00 Wilcoxon Rank-sum test 
10:30-11:10 Kolmogorov-Smirnov test 
11:10-11:25 Break 
11:25-12:00 Kruskal-Wallis H-test 
12:00-12:30 Spearman Rank Correlation Coefficient 
12:30-02:00 Lunch 
02:00-02:40 Fisher Exact test 
02:40-03:20 Loess Regression 
03:20-04:15 Bootstrap Method of Estimation 
04:15-04:30 Wrap-up 

https://www.meetup.com/SOCAL-RUG/events/283613667/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/socal-rug-nonparametric-analysis-a-primer-tickets-234310367617
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https://www.cfpa.com/CourseDescription/CourseDescription/2203901OL3042/3042 

 

 

 

https://www.cfpa.com/CourseDescription/CourseDescription/2203901OL3042/3042
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                                          http://datafest.stat.ucla.edu/             

http://datafest.stat.ucla.edu/
https://forms.gle/U3rbbEeFUsBJ2izj6
https://giving.ucla.edu/Standard/NetDonate.aspx?SiteNum=3191
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                         The 2022 Regeneron International Science and Engineering Fair will be held 
virtually on May 4 to May 9 and in person between May 8 and 13 in Atlanta, Georgia.   

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/ 

But What’s New? Or What We Think We Know! 

· Virtual judging will (most likely) take place on Wednesday, May 4 (and might even start ear-
lier on maybe May 3 (think Virtual Round 1 and Round 2).

· Virtual Interviews will (most likely) be held on Thursday, May 5 and also Monday, May 9.
· All projects must have a virtual display.

· All judges will use these virtual displays to preview projects.

We know that the ISEF 2021 statistics judges will be happy to participate in the statistics judg-
ing for ISEF 2022, in whatever roles the Atlanta statistics judges request! 

Special thanks to the ISEF 2021 statistics judges for their dedication, enthusiasm, flexibility, and 
creativity in participating in the first-ever virtual ASA Special Awards in Statistics at ISEF. 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/
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                    Interview with Robert Gould 
 
We are fortunate to have Robert Gould, Professor of Statistics at UCLA, for 
our February SCASA spotlight. Rob has been at UCLA since 1994 and is cur-
rently the Vice-Chair of the Undergraduate Studies at UCLA’s Department of 
Statistics as well as the Vice President at the International Association of Sta-
tistics Education.  
 
Rob is also the founder of the ASA’s very popular DataFest. In addition, he 
was the featured presenter at SCASA’s December Kick-Off Event, where he 
talked about statistics education, something about which he is clearly pas-
sionate. Although this interview was conducted before his presentation, that 
same enthusiasm can be seen throughout this interview. [Ed Note: Some 
questions were edited for clarity] 

Hi Rob, thank you so much for agreeing to be interviewed. I would like to first talk about your time 
with SCASA. When did you join SCASA?  
 
I joined in 1994, after starting my position at UCLA.  I might have joined earlier when I was in graduate 
school at UCSD[;] I don't remember.  At that time, San Diego was part of SCASA.  I got roped into the Ap-
plied Workshop committee early on, and really enjoyed working with a great group of people who became 
good mentors and were a wonderful group to hang out with.  In those days, we sent out hundreds of fliers to 
members and organizations to announce the workshop, and would meet in SCASA member Nancy Berman's 
offices at the City of Hope and fold, staple, and stamp fliers for hours. [I]t was fortunate that they were such a 
great group of people to spend time with. 
 
Those sound like really cherished memories. You’ve been in SCASA for quite some time, now. What 
was your initial reason for joining SCASA? 
 
I'm not sure I remember, other than it just seemed obvious that a statistician should join the local chapter of 
the statistics professional organization. 
 

That’s a very good reason! What has been your general experience with SCASA throughout the years? 
 
I've enjoyed my time with SCASA and feel I've received more than I've given. That said, the last ten years I 
feel the activity level has fallen considerably.  I suppose this is true of many types of organizations around 
the country.  But it's particularly sad for SCASA, which in addition to providing  professional development for 
its members, also supported students and did much to foster a sense of community.  I'm not sure attending 
meet-up groups provides the same community and is as healthy for the profession. I'm grateful for those 
who are currently involved, and hope we can get engagement to grow. 
 
 

I agree that the activity level is not what is used to be and I look forward to rebuilding and growing 
the SCASA community. Even with these challenges, what has been your favorite SCASA event and 
why? 
 

I've always enjoyed the kickoffs.  Great talks and good company. 

Interview with Alex Yu (Continued) 

 MTHEMATICAL ANALYSIS  

RESEARCH CORPORATION  
 

Continued on the next page. 
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Continued from the previous page. 

 
Agreed, the Kick-Offs are always enjoyable. You are about to present at the SCASA Kick-Off this De-
cember. What do you hope the attendees will get out of your presentation? [Ed. Note: This presenta-
tion has already taken place.] 
 
I think the three big "talking points" with data science and statistics education are: 
1) Our civilization depends on developing a data-literate citizenry. 
2) All students need courses in data literacy.  Students shouldn't be forced to choose between calculus and 
data literacy. 
3) Data literacy can't be taught in a single course. We need to ramp up thoughtfully throughout K-12. 
 
I think these are really important points for everyone to consider, regardless of whether their position 
is in academia. Looking forward, what are you excited about this upcoming year in SCASA and what 
do you wish to see SCASA do more in the future? 
 
I've been looking forward to giving one of the talks at the Kickoff! But by the time this is printed, that will al-
ready have happened. 
 
I'd [also] like to see SCASA hosting more in-person events, and I'd like to see people attending them. This 
has always been a challenge, even before COVID, given the huge area that SCASA includes and because of 
the traffic.  But we used to do it.  People complained about the drives and the traffic, but it's better to get 
together and complain than to not get together at all.  I'd like to see those events be inclusive and welcom-
ing to undergraduates, community college faculty, high school teachers, as well as researchers and profes-
sional statisticians and data scientists. 
 
I, too, am excited to listen to your presentation and I agree that in-person events can really foster a 
collegial atmosphere that online does not. I also really appreciate your suggestion of creating a more 
inclusive SCASA.  
 
At this point, I would like the readers to get to know you better. What was your first job out of 
school?  
 
It was quite dull.  I documented Fortran code for a defense contractor.  Like I said, it was dull, but it made me 
really appreciate graduate school.   
 
Fortran, now that’s a coding language that I haven’t heard in some time. You are currently a teaching 
professor at UCLA. What do you love about your current job? 
 
Fortunately, it's the teaching.  I like working with students who are just embarking on establishing their pro-
fessional identity.  I love teaching statistics majors in particular.  The courses are small(ish), and I get a chance 
to know some of them as people. And it's great to hear from them later when they've got their careers go-
ing.  I also enjoy teaching our introductory stats courses.  I don't enjoy the size of the courses, but I love that 
the students come from all walks of life and all majors. It adds a nice energy to the class.  There are some re-
ally fascinating, big ideas in that course, and it's fun to see some students get excited about these.  My goal 
when teaching the intro courses is to convert as many students as possible to stats majors. 
 
You are also the vice-chair of undergraduate studies at UCLA. What do you find rewarding about this 
position? 
 
Because I've been vice-chair for a very long time, I've got to help shape our undergraduate programs, which 
has been deeply satisfying and rewarding. 

Interview with Alex Yu (Continued) 

Continued on the next page. 
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Is there any advice you would like to give to students and/or people just beginning their career in sta-
tistics?  
 
I would (and do) encourage them to join the ASA, and, if they work in the southern California area, to join 
SCASA. 
 
Yes, another plug (from me) to join SCASA! You are also the founding editor of Technology Innova-
tions of Statistical Education [TISE.] Can you tell us more about this e-journal? What inspired you to 
start this e-journal? 
 
Jan DeLeeuw, who was then our chair, encouraged me to start a stats ed journal. At the time, I was frustrated 
that even though it was acknowledged that technology played an important role in teaching and learning 
statistics, there was no scholarly forum for writing about it.  I hoped that TISE would improve the quality of 
technology and improve our use of it in the classroom.  Since that time, the role of technology has grown 
tremendously, and so I'd like to think TISE was a bit ahead of its time.  Lately, I haven't had the time to de-
vote to keeping TISE thriving like it should, and so I'll be stepping down soon and looking for a new editor 
who can inject their energy.  TISE publishes fewer papers now, but still publishes some important and well-
cited papers in statistics and, now, data science education. 
 
I’m sorry to hear you’ll be stepping down as editor of TISE, but anticipate next editor will be as com-
mitted as yourself. Speaking of, can you elaborate why are you so passionate about statistics educa-
tion? 
 
I think statistics is one of the most important things everyone needs to know about, and data analysis is 
something everyone must learn, at some level.  In recent years, the umbrella term "data literacy" has been 
used by some to encompass the wide range of skills, knowledge and conceptual understanding required to 
navigate our data-centered world. The level of data literacy required simply to function as a good citizen has 
increased dramatically in the last decade, and I believe our democracy requires that we keep up on the edu-
cational side.  I'm excited to see that the rise of data science has created a resurgence of interest around uni-
versal data literacy, but really the time for this resurgence was 20 years ago. Or more.  I often hear people say 
that data science is necessary to give students "21st century skills".  But the 21st century is over one-fifth of 
the way over, and will be one-quarter over by the time the current batch of first-year undergraduates gradu-
ate.  So, I think it's time to acknowledge that we're already behind.  At best, we're preparing students for a 
marketplace that existed 10 years ago.  That's clearly not acceptable, but it explains the sense of urgency I 
feel about statistics education. 
 
You make some really pertinent points, and your observation about data literacy is refreshing. You 
are also the founder of hugely popular ASA DataFest. For those who aren’t aware, could you tell us 
about this competition, and what gave you the motivation to start it? 
 
ASA DataFest is an undergraduate data-analysis "hackathon".  The goal is to put a bunch of smart under-
graduates in the room over a weekend and ask them to tackle a hard problem.  The secondary goal is to de-
velop a community of people from academics and industry, who are interested in the use of data to solve 
problems, whether they call themselves data scientists, statisticians, computer scientists, economists, mathe-
maticians, or anything else. I was motivated by hearing about hackathons that created apps to solve prob-
lems, and thought it would be great to create a hackathon that helped a client solve a problem through data 
analysis.  I was frustrated by how challenging it was to get complex data into our classrooms, and by the fact 
that when we did, I and my colleagues would find that students assumed that we knew the "right" way to 
solve it and would look to us for guidance.  There's something about the intensity of the hackathon format 
that fosters creativity and also a sense of personal responsibility that's really exciting to see.   

Interview with Alex Yu (Continued) 

Continued on the next page. 

 



V O L U M E  1 0 ,  I S S U E  2  P A G E  1 1  

 

Continued from the previous page. 

 
 
One of the biggest factors of the success of DataFest has been the professionals who visit the event 
as "mentors".  The students often get stuck into corners, and paralyzed by indecision, and the men-
tors not only help fuel their creative fires, but find opportunities to provide general career advice.  
Plus, if you're recruiting, you can't ask for a better place to seek out the talent! 
 
The strong support that SCASA members provided to DataFest was really incredible, both in terms 
of the time individual members gave and also the financial contributions the chapter made. Made-
line Bauer in particular has been an unstoppable force with respect to her support from within the 
chapter, and I doubt we would have grown as fast without the support of people like Madeline. 
 
I’m happy to hear SCASA’s support has been really a strong supporter of DataFest. And a big 
thank you to SCASA’s own Madeline Bauer!  
 
Lastly, the one question I always look forward to asking: what is your favorite restaurant in 
the LA area and why? 
 
I love eating out, and so it's hard to narrow it down.  My very last meal at a restaurant before the 
pandemic shutdown was at Musso & Frank's, which has a great historic L.A. atmosphere and is a 
great place to spend time with friends and family.  I'm looking forward to returning there, post-
pandemic. 
 
That place is iconic. I think that’s a wonderful meal to have gone to before the shutdown.  
Thank you, Rob.  
 
Once again, a big thank you to Rob Gould for this really inspiring interview. If you’re ever in the 
Hollywood area, Musso & Frank is a renowned restaurant with decades of Hollywood history inside 
its walls. Their website is https://mussoandfrank.com.  
 
The SCASA Kick-Off in December was incredibly interesting and informative. Like the upcoming ASA 
DataFest, SCASA also hosts a number of workshops and events. Please check out https://
community.amstat.org/scasa/home to see what we have in store for you in 2022, and I look forward 
to seeing each and every one of you at the next event! 
 
Do you want to be featured in a future article? Or, do you know someone in SCASA you think should 
be featured?  Email me at SCASA.Interviews@gmail.com. 
 
 
ABOUT THE INTERVIEWER: Jennifer Lee is currently SCASA’s VP for Student Af-
fairs. When she isn’t busy writing articles for SCASA’s eNewsletter, she enjoys getting to 
know SCASA members, both old and new. Currently, she is working for a gaming compa-
ny and loves finding ways to utilize her knowledge in both statistics and the law. An avid 
reader, Jennifer also enjoys discovering hidden gems all around the LA area. Come and 
say “hi” to her at the next in-person event! 

Interview with Alex Yu (Continued) 
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Racial and socioeconomic achievement gaps persist in our schools today. There is a 26% or greater 
gap in math achievement between white students and students of color. We believe in the power of 
STEM to offer opportunities to students who need it most. You can change this by becoming a 
STEM teacher. 
EnCorps STEM Teachers Program’s vision is to realize a day where all students, regardless of socio-
economic status, are inspired and prepared to pursue their dreams. STEM Teaching Fellows explore 
the process to become a teacher within 1-3 years with the support of EnCorps training, guest teach-
ing field experience, li-
censing guidance, En-
Corps cohort of peers 
and the EnCorps net-
work of schools. When 
you become an EnCorps 
Fellow, you will provide 
access to quality educa-
tion within low income 
schools, supporting stu-
dents who need your 
mentorship the most. 
 
Find out more about the 
timeline and teaching 
credential options at 
https://encorps.org/
teaching-fellowship/ 
Not interested in teach-
ing? Become a volunteer 
STEMx Math Tutor: 
https://encorps.org/
volunteer-programs  
 

Interview with Alex Yu (Continued) 

http://www.encorps.org/apply
https://encorps.org/teaching-fellowship/
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