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NOT-TO-MISS WEBINARS 
 
By Madeline Bauer, USC (retired) 
 
Recommended Streaming: As the political debates in the US House of Representatives moves to 
your house for Thanksgiving dinner. While the food is delicious, the teens are getting restless. 
What to do? 
 
Here are some Not-To-Be-Missed videos to help you avoid all the Screaming. So get out your 
Bluetooth ear-buds or maybe even your noise-canceling headset and ENJOY! 
 
Dan Jeske, Editor-in-chief, The American Statistician and Professor of Statistics at UCR has coordi-
nated with NISS to produce three not-to-be-missed webinars. These are available for viewing free 
of charge at NISS.org: 
 
 You Got Peanut Butter on my Chocolate! Exploring the Boundaries of Data Science and 

Statistics https://www.niss.org/news/you-got-peanut-butter-my-chocolate-webinar-
explores-boundaries-data-science-and-statistics. 

 
 "What’s in a name – data analytics, machine learning, artificial intelligence and what 

else?" Highly recommended! Particularly recommended for science fair 
judges since the high school students have been increasingly incorporat-
ing statistical computing, machine learning, and data science into their 
ISEF science-fair projects. 

 
NISS Webinar Reviews Alternatives to the Traditional p-value to a Packed House! https://
www.niss.org/news/niss-webinar-reviews-alternatives-traditional-p-value-packed-house 
 
In March 2019, the ASA published a special online issue of The American Statistician. The title of 
this special issue is "Statistical Inference in the 21st Century: A World Beyond p < 0.05". This spe-
cial issue features 43 papers on alternatives to p-values. This webinars features 3 speakers who 
provide a synopsis of these alternatives and the discussions that they have provoked. Ni-
cole Lazar (University of Georgia) talked about the history of the topic and the motivation 
for the involvement of the ASA.  
                                                                                                  Continued on the next page... 
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         NOT‐TO‐MISS WEBINARS 
 
… Continues from the previous page. 
 
Daniel Jeske (UCR) presented a technical overview of many of the special-issue articles. Jessica 
Utts (UCI) shared four recommendations for implementing some of the proposed changes and 
how discusses statistics educators and practicing statisticians might incorporate such alternatives in 
courses and in interdisciplinary collaborations.  

Digging Deeper from the Radical to the Reasoned: p-value Alternatives Offered by Experts in NISS Webinar 
https://www.niss.org/news/digging-deeper-radical-reasoned-p-value-alternatives-offered-experts-niss-
webinar 

This most recent webinar is a follow-up on alternatives to the p-value. Three speakers provide in-
sight regarding next steps for recouping what utility is left from the well-known, perhaps little un-
derstood and decidedly mis-used traditional p-value.  Each of these speakers had a paper pub-
lished in the above-mentioned special issue of The American StatisticianI: Dr. Jim Berger (Duke 
University), Dr. Sander Greenland (UCLA), Robert Matthews (Aston University, Birmingham, UK). 
The webinar was moderated by Dr. Dan Jeske (UC Riverside and editor, The American Statistician.) 

One common thread emphasized by each of these authors was the need to expand this discussion to in-
clude editors and editorial teams of various research journals to reform the requirements that are imposed 
upon prospective authors before claiming they have found evidence for or against important effects.  As a 
neutral party, NISS is in a good position to bring informed parties together.  If you think that this is a dis-
cussion that you would like to be involved in or that you would like to see move forward, please contact 
NISS. 

On the lighter side: two inspiring movies that let you follow some of the world’s best high school students 
in their preparations for competing at the 2017 ISEF:  

“Science Fair: The Movie” https://www.nationalgeographic.com/films/science-fair/ 

“Inventing Tomorrow” https://www.sundance.org/projects/inventing-tomorrow 

 
Bonus Shorts:  Some Quick Laughs, A Sentimental Journey, and Owls! 

Ontario Blackfly: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qjLBXb1kgMo 
 
My Sawbill Journey: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vQC4axhItgk 
 
Snowy Owl: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXwrB216bgE&app=desktop 
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      SCASA  Kick‐off Mee ng  
Saturday, December 7, 2019, at Azusa Pacific University 

 
A great year begins with a cool Kick-off meeting! 

Date: Saturday, December 7, 2019, 10am—1:30pm 
Location: Azusa Pacific University, Mary Hills Center, Room 234 (located at  701 
Odell Ln, Azusa, CA 91702, the same place as last year).  
Cost: Absolutely free (no registration fee and parking is free). 
Lunch: Catered (vegetarian option included). 
Agenda: 10am - 11:00am: Presentation by Daniel R. Jeske, UC Riverside on 
“Discussion of the March 2019 Special Issue of  The American Statistician on 

Alternatives to P < .05” 11:00am 
- 11:30am: Presentation by Doug-
las Montgomery, Arizona State 
University (ASU) on “Providing 
comment on Dr. Jeske’s presen-
tation and talk about Ph.D. pro-
gram at ASU” 
11:30pm-12:30pm: Lunch and 
presentation by Dr. Montgomery 
on “How Do You Make a Small 
Fortune in Wine…?”  12:30pm-
1:30pm: Business meeting 
(everyone is welcome to attend) 
     Parking Instructions: 
 
           Park in Lot F 
 
 
 
          
          At this spot take the stairs 
up to the second floor of the 
building, then turn right. 
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Post Event Report: ASA Traveling Course 

By Olga Korosteleva, Past‐President 

On Saturday, November 9, we hosted the ASA traveling course on Propensity Scores 

taught be our fellow Southern Californian Brian Vegetabile, from RAND Corporation. 

There were 34 people in attendance. The  course was saturated with useful information. In 

particular, references to R packages were highly appreciated by the audience.  

 

We would like to thank our speaker profoundly for  

delivering such an amazing course, and making it a 

full-day course.   

 

Andy Dagis deserves a special  shout-out for pro-

curing a free venue for us at City of Hope and es-

pecially for getting the hard-to-get folding tables  

in such a large quantity.  

 

An honorable mention goes to the three student-

volunteers who helped a great deal with  

                                                                the logistics of this event. Thank you to all the  

                                                                participants for your positive comments and  

                                                                radiant vibes. See you at our next event on  

                                                                December 7! 
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SCASA is very pleased to announce our 39th Annual Applied Statistics Workshop 
(ASW).  It is scheduled for Friday, April 24, 2020, 9am-4:30pm.  
Our speaker, Ash Pahwa, Ph.D., is well known for his outstanding 
courses on Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence, which he 
teachers throughout Southern California, at places like CalTech, 
UCLA, and UCI. His brief bio can be found below. The topic of the 
ASW will be “Deep Learning Using TensorFlow”. 
The event will take place at the Pointe Conference Center, inside 
the Walter Pyramid, on campus of CSULB.  
We will be charging a registration fee (TBA) as this event has al-
ways been self-sustainable financially. In addition, CSULB charges $10 for a daily 
parking pass. 
 
Please note that CSULB does not acknowledge other CSU parking permits (we tried 
before, it is hopeless). 
Abstract  Deep Learning is a branch of Artificial Intelligence (AI) based on the archi-
tecture of Neural Networks.  The applications of Deep Learning include object recog-
nition in images, natural language processing, human speech recognition and many 
more.  Autonomous cars is a major application of Deep Learning and is based on the 
architecture of Convolutional Neural Networks (CNN). 
Google has released many tools for the Deep Learning market.  The most prominent 
one is TensorFlow, used for building Deep learning Neural Network models.  This 
workshop will first cover the concepts of Neural Networks and Deep Learning.  Next, 
it will address the TensorFlow software architecture and demonstrate building deep 
neural networks using it. 
Gradient Descent (GD) optimization is a technique that has been used successfully in 
many Machine Learning models.  However, the current GD algorithm is slow to con-
verge in Deep Learning models like CNN and RNN.  Convergence means iteratively 
moving towards the minimum point of the cost function. 
 
         
                                                                                                 Continues on the next page …. 

39th ANNUAL Applied Statistics 
Workshop 2020  
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Abstract (...continued from the previous page) Recently, many new optimization 
algorithms have been introduced, based on Momentum which converges faster than 
Gradient Descent. The other optimization algorithms are based on slowing down the 
learning rate as we move towards convergence.  These algorithms are called AdaG-
rad (Adaptive Gradient), RMS Prop (Root Mean Square Propagation), and Adam 
(Adaptive Moments).  This workshop will explore the details of each of these optimi-
zation algorithms.  We will discuss the advantages they offer compared with the Gra-
dient Descent algorithm. 
Attendees  will gain a deeper understanding of Neural Network architecture and the 
implementation details for building a Deep Learning model using TensorFlow soft-
ware. 
It is recommended that participants bring their laptops with Python (Anaconda distri-
bution) and TensorFlow software installed to the workshop.  TensorFlow/Python code 
for building Deep Learning models will be provided. 
 
Bio Dr. Ash Pahwa, Ph.D., is an educator, author, entrepreneur, 
and technology visionary with three decades of industry and aca-
demic experience. He has founded several successful technology 
companies during his career, the latest of which is A+ Web Ser-
vices.  
Dr. Pahwa earned his doctorate in Computer Science from the Illi-
nois Institute of Technology in Chicago. He is listed in Who's Who 
in the Frontiers of Science and Technology. He is also a Google 
Certified Analytics Consultant. His expertise includes search en-
gine optimization, web analytics, web programming, digital im-
age processing, database management, digital video, and data storage technologies. 
In Industry, Dr. Pahwa has worked for General Electric, AT&T Bell Laboratories, Xerox 
Corporation, and Oracle. He founded CD-Gen, Inc. and DV Studio Technologies, LLC., 
which introduced successful products for CD-Recording (CDR) and MPEG encoding. 
His book, CD-Recordable Bible was published in English, Japanese, and German. 
In Academia, Dr. Pahwa teaches courses at California Institute of Technology (Caltech 
Pasadena) and the University of California system. Since 2008, he taught many cours-
es at UC Irvine, UCLA, and UC San Diego.  
 
 

39th ANNUAL Applied Statistics 
Workshop 2020  
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By Rebecca Le, Heidi Gransar, and Jo Service 

The American Sta s cal Associa on sponsors Special Awards in Sta s cs that are given to 
the 3 science projects that demonstrate the best use of sta s cs. To iden fy the winning 
projects, we’ll need lots of sta s cians to help—we expect there to be about 1400 projects 
submi ed by high school students from over 80 countries. Judging will be held on Tuesday 
May 12 and Wednesday May 13. The Special Awards Ceremony is held on Thursday evening 
May 14, when the three southern California chapter presidents will present the ASA Special 
Awards in sta s cs to the top three winners.  
 
When: May 10 – 15, 2020 
Loca on: Anaheim Conven on Cen‐
ter 
 

 We Need Judges  
 
Judge Qualifica ons:  

Ph.D. or equivalent in sta s cs or a 
related field 

Or a master’s degree in sta s cs or 
a related field with at least 6 years of experience in sta s cs 

 
(Graduate students and recent master’s graduates are encouraged to volunteer as judges for 
the Sta s cs Poster Compe ons, county Science and Engineering fairs and as expert con‐
sultants for ASA DataFest!)  
 
Please contact Madeline Bauer Madeline_Bauer@earthlink.net to volunteer as a judge, to 
get more informa on, or if you’re interested in volunteering in other ways besides judging.  

h p://community.amstat.org/scasa/newsle ers 
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In November and December of 2019 

                                        we are reading 

                                        Thinking in Bets: Making Smarter Decisions  

                                                       When You Don't Have All the Facts by  

                                                                                   Duke, Annie  

                                                       Everyone is welcome to join and chat  

                                                  about the contents, likes and dislikes,  

                                                  bounce ideas,  ask ques ons, provide  

                                                       answers on our book chat at      

                                                                         scasa.club 
 

More informa on about the club (and, in par cu‐

lar, the reading schedule) can be found under the tab “Book Club” at 

h ps://community.amstat.org/scasa/home 
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 Now with over 350 pages, the sixth edition of The Little SAS book is still 
valuable today. The book contains essential topics including Base SAS, Excel files, 
ODS, basic statistics, macros, and graphs. 
 
 The book’s basic examples show a solid foundation of the SAS procedures 
as well as new SAS version options to save programmers time.  Often program-
mers continue to apply old methods, outdated syntax, or create customized 
code when a new option or SAS procedure does the similar task. 
 
 The text explanations from Susan and Lora are ideal for self-study learning 
SAS.  The line by line descriptions are effective to understand the impact of each 
SAS statement.  The bottom line is that The Little SAS book is still ideal for be-
ginner and experienced level SAS programmers.  SAS beginners can jump start 
their SAS knowledge and experienced SAS programmers can leverage their un-
derstanding to new options and SAS procedures. 

Sunil Gupta 
Executive Director Data Sciences 
Talentmine 

     
       
 

Book Review: The 
Little SAS Book: A 
Primer, Sixth Edition  
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Dr. Normalcurvesau-
rus, Ph. D. Presents 

“You are deliberately putting yourself  
at risk of ill health by being over 65…” 

“Ask your doctor if taking a pill to solve all your  
problems is right for you.” 


