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S C A S A :  S O U T H E R N  

C A L I F O R N I A  C H A P -

T E R  O F  T H E  A M E R I -

C A N  S T A T I S T I C A L  

A S S O C I A T I O N  

Dear SCASA members who are currently attending the JSM, 

Please consider submitting some good images and brief reports 

of the event, so that we all can enjoy them and share the ex-

citement in the next issue of our eNewsletter. 

Sincerely,  

Olga Korosteleva, SCASA past-president & treasurer 

Olga. Korosteleva@csulb.edu 
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By Olga Korosteleva, SCASA Past-President 
We are pleased to invite the SCASA community to the ASA travelling 
course. Upon public request, it will be a full-day course. 
Title: Guidelines for Using State-of-the-Art Methods to Estimate Propen-
sity Score and Inverse Probability of Treatment Weights When Drawing 
Causal Inferences  
Instructor: Brian Vegetabile /ve-ge-tA-bi-lee/, RAND Corporation 
When: Saturday, November 9 or October 26  Where:  tentatively at City of Hope         
Cost: $40 general / $10 student 
Biography: Brian Vegetabile is an associate statistician at the RAND Corporation. His prior 
research was motivated by problems arising from the Conte Center on Brain Programming 
and Adolescent Vulnerabilities at the University of California, where he also studied meth-
ods for quantifying predictability in mother-infant interactions as a marker for later behav-
ioral outcomes in observational data settings. His current methodological research inter-
ests are in Bayesian inference and statistical machine learning techniques as they apply to 
causal inference in observational studies. Vegetabile earned a B.S. in aerospace engineer-
ing from Penn State University and spent four years working as a satellite systems engi-
neer for Northrop Grumman. His Ph.D. thesis focused on methods for obtaining optimal 
covariate balance for causal inference in observational studies. He obtained his Ph.D. in 
statistics from the University of California, Irvine. [ https://www.rand.org/about/people/v/
vegetabile_brian.html] 
Abstract: Estimation of causal effects is a primary activity of many studies. Examples include 
testing whether a substance abuse treatment program is effective, whether an intervention 
improves the quality of mental health care, or whether incentives improve retention of mili-
tary service members. Controlled, random-assignment experiments are the gold standard for 
estimating such effects. However, experiments are often infeasible, forcing analysts to rely on 
observational data in which treatment assignments are out of the control of the researchers. 
This short course will provide an introduction to causal modeling using the potential out-
comes framework and the use of propensity scores and weighting (i.e., propensity score or 
inverse probability of treatment weights) to estimate causal effects from observational data. It 
will also present step-by-step guidelines on how to estimate and perform diagnostic checks 
of the estimated weights for testing the relative effectiveness of two or more interventions. 
Attendees will gain hands-on experience estimating propensity score weights using boosted 
models in R, SAS and Stata; evaluating the quality of those weights; and using them to esti-
mate intervention effects. Additional topics (if time allows) can also include methods for con-
ducting sensitivity analyses for unobserved confounding and estimation of the effects of time
-varying treatments. Attendees should be familiar with linear and logistic regression; no 
knowledge of propensity scores is expected. 

      ASA Traveling Full-Day Course 
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Topic: What’s in a name – data analytics, machine learn-
ing, artificial intelligence and what else? 
 
The two-hour webinar will feature four prominent leaders in Statistics and Data Analytics. 
The speakers, Vincent Granville, Victor Lo, Hal Stern, and Lee Wilkinson are pioneers in 
their distinct areas of expertise. The webinar will be moderated by Dan Jeske.  
Agenda 
9:00am (PT)  Dan Jeske, UCR   Introductions 
and Moderator Guidelines 
9:05am (PT)  Victor Lo, Fidelity Investment 
"History of Evolving Terms"  
9:25am (PT)  Hal Stern, UCI   “The Role of Statistics in Modern Data Analysis”  
9:45am (PT)  Lee Wilkinson, H2O   "Visualization for Data Science" 
10:05am (PT)  Vincent Granville, Data Science Central   “Applications of Data Analytics“ 
10:25am (PT)  Q & A with the audience and speakers moderated by Dan Jeske 
11:00am (PT)  Webinar ends 
 

Registration for this event is required.  Register Today! 
                                                      

To read more information, bios, and to register go to:                                            
https://www.niss.org/events/niss-webinar-what%E2%80%99s-name-%E2%80%93-data-
analytics-machine-learning-artificial-intelligence-and-what 

National Institute of Statistical Sciences (NISS) 

Webinar 
Friday, September 27, 2019, 9-11am PT (12-2pm ET) 
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Left to right: Jeske, Lo, Stern, Wilkinson, and Granville 
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       The 2019 Women in Statistics and Data Science Conference in Bellevue, Washington, aims to 
bring together hundreds of statistical practitioners and data scientists. 
WSDS 2019 will highlight the achievements and career interests of women in statistics and data 
science. Senior, mid-level, and junior stars representing industrial, academic, and government 
communities will unite to present their life’s work and share their perspectives on the role of 
women in today’s statistics and data science fields. 
Through formal sessions and informal networking opportunities, the conference will empower 
and challenge women statisticians and biostatisticians to do the following: 
 Share knowledge by offering technical talks about important, modern, and cutting-edge re-

search. 
 Build community by encouraging discussions establishing fruitful multidisciplinary collabora-

tions, supporting mentoring relationships, and sharing strategies for resolving problems. 
 Grow influence by providing advice for establishing and sustaining successful careers, show-

casing the accomplishments of successful women professionals, and supporting the develop-
ment of leadership skills. 

Celebrate your success and find unique opportunities to grow your influence, your community, and 
your knowledge. 
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CONFERENCE               
October 3,-5 2019                          

in Bellevue, WA                            

KEY DATES 

To register by the early registration deadline and for  
more information, please  go to the  conference website  
                            https://ww2.amstat.org/meetings/wsds/2019/# 
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Registration opens on September 13, 2019 

   Conference Information 
The multidisciplinary nature of health services, 
policy, and outcomes research and the signifi-
cant reliance on generating evidence in this field 
have created a major need for effective commu-
nication and dissemination of advances in quan-
titative methodology. Any attempt to dissemi-
nate methods should allow for a constructive 
platform for debate and engage multiple stake-
holders in identifying limitations of existing 
methods from different perspectives so newer 
methods addressing these shortcomings can be 
developed. 
The theme for the 13th International Conference 
on Health Policy Statistics is Leveraging Data to 
Shape the Future. 
The conference webpage: 
https://ww2.amstat.org/meetings/
ichps/2020/ 
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    International Conference on  

Health Policy Statistics  

Jan. 6-8, 2020, San Diego 



V O L U M E  8 ,  I S S U E  7  P A G E  6  

In July and August, 2019 
we are reading 

 
Willful Ignorance: The Mismeasure of 

Uncertainty by Weisberg, Dr. Herbert I. 
 

Everyone is welcome to join and chat about 
the contents, likes and dislikes, bounce ideas, ask 
questions, provide answers on our book chat at  

scasa.club 

  
More information about the club (and, in particular, the reading schedule) can be  
found under the tab “Book Club” at 
 

https://community.amstat.org/scasa/home 
 
 
 

Join 
Our 
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    Shop for  
      SCASA 
     goodies  
        and  
    support  
         us 
    
                    https://www.scasa.shop 
 

     VISIT OUR 
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Dr. Normalcurvesaurus,  
Ph.D. presents  
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