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S C A S A :  S O U T H E R N  

C A L I F O R N I A  C H A P -

T E R  O F  T H E  A M E R I -

C A N  S T A T I S T I C A L  

A S S O C I A T I O N  

 

TRAVELLING	COURSE			(See	page	2)	

Date	and	Time:	Saturday,	October	27,	9am‐3pm	

Location:	CSU,	Fullerton,	McCarthy	Hall	,	Room	121	

Instructor:	Fang	K.	Chen,	Ph.D.,	SAS	Institute,	Inc.	

Topic:	Practical	Bayesian	Computation		

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

October 2018 

SCASA	ANNUAL	KICK‐OFF	(See	page	3)	

	Date	and	Time:	Saturday,	December	1,	2018,	9am‐3pm	

	Location:	Azusa	Paci ic	University,	Room:	Mary	Hill		

Center	,	Room	234	

	Keynote	Speaker:	Dr.	Shujie	Ma,	Department	of	Statistics,	UCR		

	Title:	A	Robust	and	Ef icient	Approach	to	Causal	Inference		

Based	on	Sparse	Suf icient	Dimension	Reduction								

Sun Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat 
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December 2018 
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  D   T : Saturday, October 27, 9am-3pm 
  L : CSU, Fullerton, McCarthy Hall, Room 121 
  I : Fang K. Chen, Ph.D., SAS Institute, Inc. 
  T : P  B  C   
  C : $50 non-members /$40 SCASA members/$10 students  
Registration: Go to https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSe6oTGR42QaWYxr9dWh1_k5-1UGDYC_f_YHeRfpFCAlLl-Pew/viewform?
usp=sf_link  to register and pay via PayPal (or pay at the door by cash or check). 
Parking: Parking is free. Map can be found on OCLBASA meetup site (see below). 
Lunch: Snack will be provided. Lunch will be available for purchase in nearby eateries on 
Nutwood Avenue (10-minute walk). 
FYI: This event will be sponsored jointly by SCASA and OCLBASA. The same course will be 
given in San Diego on Thursday, October 25. 
C  D : This course reviews the basic concepts of Bayesian inference and focuses on 
the practical use of Bayesian computational methods. The objectives are to familiarize statistical program-
mers and practitioners with the essentials of Bayesian computing, and to equip them with computational 
tools through a series of worked-out examples that demonstrate sound practices for a variety of statistical 
models and Bayesian concepts.  The first part of the course will review differences between classical and 
Bayesian approaches to inference, fundamentals of prior distributions, and concepts in estimation. The 
course will also cover MCMC methods and related simulation techniques, emphasizing the interpretation 
of convergence diagnostics in practice.  The rest of the course will take a topic-driven approach that intro-
duces Bayesian simulation, analysis, and illustrates the Bayesian treatment of a wide range of statistical 
models using software with code explained in detail. The course will present major applications areas and 
case studies, including multi-level hierarchical models, multivariate analysis, non-linear models, meta-
analysis, latent variable models, and survival models. Special topics that are discussed include Monte Carlo 
simulation, sensitivity analysis, missing data, model assessment and selection, variable subset selection, 
and prediction. The examples will be done using SAS (PROC MCMC), with a strong focus on technical de-
tails. survival analysis, Bayesian hierarchical models, and discrete choice models.   
 

                       SCASA meetup  https://www.meetup.com/sc_asa 
                   OCLBASA meetup https://www.meetup.com/OCLBASA 
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ASA TRAVELING COURSE 
on Saturday, October 27,  2018 

at California State University, Fullerton 
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D   T : Saturday, December 1, 2018, 9am-3pm 
L : Azusa Pacific University, Mary Hill Center, Room 234 
 K  S : Dr. Shujie Ma, Department of Statistics, UCR  
 T : A Robust and Efficient Approach to Causal Inference Based  
            on Sparse Sufficient Dimension Reduction       
Student Presenters:   
 Ms. Mingming Liu, graduate student, UCR  
     Title: Subgroup analysis in longitudinal data    
 Mr. Gordon David Mosher, undergraduate student, UCR  
      Title: Prior Weights for Iterative Hard Thresholding:  
      Using Julia to analyze the human genome 
C : Free 
P : Free 
Lunch: Lunch will be provided with a vegetarian option 
Schedule:  9am-10:15am Keynote Presentation (Dr. Shujie Ma) 
 10:15am-10:30am Coffee Break 
 10:30am-11am Presentation by Mingming Liu 
 11am-11:30am Presentation by Gordon David Mosher                               
 11:30am-12:30pm Lunch, talk by Sastry Pantula, Dean of College of 

Natural Sciences, CSUSB; President of ASA in 2010 
 12:30pm-2pm SCASA Board Business meeting (everyone is welcome 

to attend)         
 You’re welcome to indicate your intention to come  at  https://www.meetup.com/

sc_asa/events/255350781/ 

SCASA Annual Kick-off 
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Book: The Theory That Would Not Die: How Bayes’ Rule Cracked the 
Enigma Code, Hunted Down Russian Submarines, and Emerged Trium-
phant from Two Centuries of Controversy 
Author: Sharon Bertsch McGrayne 
 

Interview: Anna Lee & Harold Dyck, SCASA members 
 

Anna: Hi Harold! Thanks for joining me talk about this book. First of all, 
let’s talk about overall enjoyment of the book. How did you feel while 
reading it? 

Harold: Hi Anna! Thanks for the invitation. This book made me feel right at 
home, as I was familiar with a lot of the material. At the same time, I 
learned tons of background information making me think through some of 
the arguments made over the course of statistical history. 
 

Anna: Harold, you have decades of experience in statistics. What, if anything, did you learn after reading 
this book?  
Harold: As a teacher, I enjoyed how McGrayne wove the narrative of the development of Bayesian theory 
through the applications. Only twice can versions of the formula for Bayes’ rule be found in the book (also 
in an appendix). She told the story with broad strokes and filled in the details of the personalities and lives 
of the thinkers involved in the history. I loved checking the notes and bibliography (I had to use three 
bookmarks!) and was constantly delving into more material on the internet. Reading the book gave me 
insights to share with my students, both tidbits about the characters involved in the story as well as the 
ideas and applications of Bayesian ideas to solving real problems. (I learned about frequentists and their 
lives and thinking, too!) From Laplace and de Moivre to Fisher and Neyman to Mosteller and Tukey to Tu-
ring and Kolmogorov, I felt that I got to know the players and actors introduced in this drama. There were 
also some new players introduced by McGrayne: I wasn’t aware of Bayes’ friend, Richard Price’s role, for 
example, in examining Bayes’ papers and preparing manuscripts based on them to keep the theory alive 
after Bayes’ death. McGrayne suggests that, “By modern standards, we should refer to the Bayes-Price rule. 
Price discovered Bayes’ work, recognized its importance, corrected it, contributed to the article, and found 
a use for it.” Later, she suggests that the rule should be referred to as the Bayes-Price-Laplace rule to hon-
or Laplace’s work in developing the mathematical justification for the rule. 
 

Anna: In your experience working with various statisticians, both in education and industry, do you think 
that the author McGrayne presents an accurate representation of how Bayes’ rule is viewed? 

Harold: Absolutely! To write her book, she interviewed many different statisticians and had multiple re-
viewers. You do not have to read all the notes to enjoy the story she tells, but from the notes, you can tell 
that she did the necessary scholarship to tell the story correctly.  
 

Anna: Ok Harold, last (two-part) question. What was your favorite and least favorite parts of this book? 

Harold: On the down side, the end of the book was a little thin and not as interesting to me. Too many 
names and subjects without a lot of depth. What made the book particularly enjoyable for me were the 
places in the book where Southern California statisticians and academics make an appearance in the book: 
Sam Behseta, Judea Pearl, James Press, Wes Johnson, Hal Stern, and Ed Leamer. Here I have to give a plug 
for all of the wonderful opportunities I’ve had through SCASA and the Southern California statistical com-
munity where I have come into contact with these and outside statisticians who have visited and spoken at 
our events. Nan Laird, for example, was an ASW speaker. Nate Silver spoke at JSM a couple of years ago. 
OK, so we could not get Nate to come to SoCal (we tried) but I enjoy attending JSM as a SCASA COC rep. 
Finally, I very much appreciated a couple of quotes I would like to share with you from the book, which 
seem a propos: “When the facts change, I change my opinion. What do you do, sir?” --John Maynard 
Keynes; and, “If you’re not thinking like a Bayesian, perhaps you should be.”—John Allen Paulos. 
 

Anna: Harold, thank you so much for your time! 
Harold: You are so welcome. It was my pleasure! 

SCASA Book Club:
Book Review
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Dr. Normalcurvesaurus,  
Ph.D. presents  
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If you would like to  submit an entry  to the next issue,  
please contact me  at  Olga.Korosteleva@csulb.edu.  
Yours Truly,  
Olga Korosteleva, Your Editor-in-Chief 


