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► ASA Travel Course “QUANTILE REGRESSION IN 
PRACTICE”, Instructor: Yonggang  Yao, SAS Institute, Fri-
day, October 20, at UCLA, and Saturday, October 21, at 
CSU Fullerton (see page 2). 
 

►6th Annual Gokhale Undergraduate Lecture 
“FIVE THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT QUANTILE 
REGRESSION”, Invited Speaker: Bob Rodriguez, SAS Insti-
tute, Thursday, November 16, UCR (see page 3). 
 

► 2017-2018 SCASA Kick-off Meeting, Invited Speaker: 
Bob Rodriguez, SAS Institute, Saturday, November 18 
Talk 1: Statistical Model Building for Large, Complex Data:  
Five New Directions in SAS/STAT® Software 
Talk 2: Moving to the Middle: Meeting Rising Expectations 
for Statisticians as Leaders 
SCASA Board Business Meeting (see page 4). 
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The ASA Traveling Course 
The Southern California and Orange County Chapters will host the ASA traveling course 
on Friday, October 20, and Saturday, October 21, respectively. This will be a half-day 
course titled “Quantile Regression in Practice”. The course instructor will be Yonggang 
Yao, of SAS Institute. Here are locations, times, and cost of the two (identical) courses: 

Date:    Friday, October 20 
Place:   UCLA, Room TBD 
Time:    TBD 
Cost:     $45 for SCASA non-members, $35 for SCASA members, $25 for  
students SCASA non-members, and $20 for students SCASA members (paid in 
cash at the entrance) 

Date:    Saturday, October 21      
Place:  California State University, Fullerton, McCarthy Hall, Rm 121, 800 N State College Blvd, Fuller-
ton, CA 92831 
Time:    8:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
Cost:   $45/$35/$10 for OCLBASA non-member/member/student 
Register and Pay: https://www.meetup.com/OCLBASA/events/243541899/?_cookie-
check=WXNfK3Tk36t1jwxc 

Quantile regression is a modern statistical methodology for modeling quantiles of a response 
variable conditional on explanatory covariates. Whereas linear regression models the condi-

tional mean, quantile regression enables you to more fully explore your data by modeling the conditional quantiles, such 
as the median and the 5th and 95th percentiles. Accordingly, you can use quantile regression to study covariate-adjusted 
high-end or low-end responses without making assumptions about the distribution profiles. Quantile regression is par-
ticularly useful when your data are heterogeneous, or when you cannot assume a parametric distribution for the re-
sponse. Furthermore, you can fit quantile regression models for the entire quantile level range in (0,1), called quantile 
process regression, to estimate the entire conditional distribution of your response. Common application areas for quan-
tile regression include market analysis, economics, environmental studies, and health science---in fact, almost any field 
of applications for traditional regression modeling.  This course provides an overview quantile regression methodology, 
with carefully chosen examples from a variety of fields, including treatment effect analysis, uncertainty measurement, 
value-at-risk analysis, and extreme value analysis.  The presentation is appropriate for data analysts and statisticians who 
are interested in more flexible methods for heterogeneous data analysis. Familiarity with linear regression, histograms, 
and basic distribution functions is assumed. 

Yonggang Yao is a principal research statistician developer at SAS. He joined SAS in 2008 after 
receiving a PhD degree in statistics from The Ohio State University. His research interests are in 

applications on quantile regression, robust regression, and statistical learning. He has developed two SAS procedures, 
PROC QUANTSELECT and PROC HPQUANTSELECT for quantile regression model selection in standard and distributed 
computing environments. He is also the key supporting developer for two other SAS procedures, PROC QUANTREG for 
quantile regression and PROC ROBUSTREG for robust regression. He has given short courses on quantile regression at 
SAS Global Forum, the Joint Statistical Meetings, and other statistical meetings. 

Course Description 

About Speaker 

Dr. Yonggang Yao 

https://www.meetup.com/OCLBASA/events/243541899/?_cookie-check=WXNfK3Tk36t1jwxc
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6th Annual Gokhale Undergraduate Lecture 
Thursday, November 16, UCR 

 

           Five Things You Should Know about  
                    Quantile Regression 

  Robert N. Rodriguez, SAS Institute 
 

Students taking their first course in statistics learn to 
describe data with quantiles, better known as percen-

tiles. Yet despite the widespread use of quantiles for data summa-
rization, relatively few statisticians are acquainted with quantile 
regression for data modeling. Quantile regression fits conditional 
quantiles of a response with a general linear model that assumes 
no parametric form for the response distribution; it gives you in-
formation that you would not obtain directly from least squares regression methods. 
This talk explains the basic concepts and benefits of quantile regression. Quantile re-
gression yields valuable insights in applications such as risk management, where an-
swers to important questions lie in the tails of the conditional distribution. Further-
more, quantile regression can model the entire conditional distribution, which is es-
sential for applications such as ranking the performance of students on standardized 
exams. New computational techniques, combined with theoretical advances, make it 
practical to do variable selection for quantile regression with large data that are prev-
alent in scientific research and business analytics. 
 

Robert N. Rodriguez is a senior director in SAS Research & Develop-
ment with responsibility for the development of statistical soft-

ware.  He received his PhD in statistics from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and worked as a research statistician at General Motors Research Laboratories be-
fore joining SAS in 1983. Rodriguez is a Fellow of the American Statistical Association 
and served as ASA president in 2012. 
 

Time and Location of the Lecture will be announced later. 
2017-2018 SCASA KICK-OFF MEETING 

About Speaker 

Invited Speaker 

Abstract 

Dr. Robert N. Rodriguez 
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2017-2018 SCASA KICK-OFF MEETING 
SCASA is pleased to announce the Kick-off Meeting for the upcoming 2017-2018 year: 

  Saturday, November 18 
  10am-2:30pm  
   Azusa Pacific University, Room TBD 
   Free 

  Robert N. Rodriguez, SAS Institute 
 

10am-11:30am Talk 1 
                       11:30am-12:00pm light lunch 
                       12:00pm-1:30pm Talk 2 
                       1:30pm-2:30pm SCASA Board Business Meeting 

Statistical Model Building for Large, Complex Data:  Five New Directions 
in SAS/STAT® Software 

The increasing size and complexity of data in today’s research and business applications require a more ver-
satile set of tools for building explanatory and predictive statistical models. This presentation provides a high-
level tour of five modern approaches that are available in recent releases of SAS/STAT®: building sparse re-
gression models with the GLMSELECT procedure, building generalized linear models with the HPGENSELECT 
procedure, building quantile regression models with the QUANTSELECT procedure, fitting generalized addi-
tive models with the GAMPL procedure, and building classification and regression trees with the HPSPLIT pro-
cedure. For each of these approaches, the presentation reviews the key concepts and illustrates the practical 
benefits. 
 

Moving to the Middle: Meeting Rising Expectations for Statisticians as 
Leaders 

A wide variety of companies, ranging from the pharmaceutical industry to the technology sector, are increas-
ingly looking for statisticians to lead efforts that are motivating strategy and creating value by exploiting new 
types of data. This demand presents our profession with an unprecedented opportunity to gain visibility and 
influence, but it forces us to think differently about the roles and preparation of statisticians. Although we 
have traditionally contributed and collaborated in technical roles, we are now called to be leaders. 
What is driving the need for statistical leadership in business, industry, and government? Why are statistical 
leaders so highly prized? How do we equip our students and young professionals for leadership roles? In or-
der to explore these questions, the American Statistical Association organized a series of discussions with cor-
porate executives who are hiring statisticians and data scientists and expect them to be leaders. This presen-
tation summarizes the rising expectations for statistical leaders that these conversations revealed, and it de-
scribes how our association, along with several other organizations, is pioneering training for statisticians in 
presentation and leadership skills. 

Talk 2 

Dr. Robert N. Rodriguez 

Talk 1 

Invited Speaker 
Cost 
Place 
Time 
Date 

Schedule 
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Postscript on 2017 Intel ISEF Science Fair: The Las ng Impact of 

Book Dona on 

A Thank‐you Le er from a Student with Reply by Dr. Wayne Smith, CSUN 

Dear Professor Smith: 
 
I am Brock Vetick, a freshman at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln majoring in Plant Biology. I attended the 
Intel International Science and Engineering Fair held in Los Angeles in May. I had a wonderful experience that 
week, learning and growing. My research involved testing the effects of plant hormones on nitrogen-fixing 
bacteria. This was tested by culturing the bacteria and directly applying plant hormones to the growth medi-
um, and then also spraying inoculated corn plants with plant hormones to determine how root colonization 
would be affected. This research taught me more than I could ever have imagined, and I was able to expand 
my network and horizons in the process.  
 
During my time in Los Angeles I was awarded the book titled “Data Points: Visualization That Means Some-
thing” by Nathan Yau through the American Statistical Association for the use of statistics in my research. I 
used a Student’s t-test, one-way ANOVA, and the Tukey HSD to analyze my data. I truly enjoyed talking with 
special awards judges from the American Statistical Association, and am extremely grateful for the book I was 
given. I am considering a minor in Computational Biology and Bioinformatics, so I am sure you can imagine 
how exciting such a book is to me!  
 
Luke Thelen, who handed out the books, informed me that you are the individual who orchestrated the books 
being donated by Wiley. I greatly appreciate your efforts to bring these resources to students such as myself. 
You have no idea how much this means to me and the approximately 100 other students who received books. 
Please pass on my thanks to Wiley as well.  
 
Once again, thank you. I look forward to hearing back from you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Brock P. Vetick 
Undergraduate Plant Biology Student 
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln  
 

 

 

Mr. Vetick, 
 
You are most welcome. Actually, several individuals worked on supporting you and your ISEF student-
colleagues, including obtaining the Wiley book that you received. I assure you it was a team effort over no 
less than a year. No matter which field you go into, you're going to find that your collaborative work with 
your colleagues is central to your work and results, scientific or otherwise.                      
 

                                                                                                                                                Continued on the next page…. 
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… The Las ng Impact of Book Dona on 

...Continued from the previous page. 
Further, the fact that you know about and acted upon the idea of generating a heartfelt thank-you note tells 
us that you have been paying attention to your other-than-plant-biology courses too. This symbiotic relation-
ship between the cognitive and emotive side of your life is critical but all too easy to forget when you are 
knee-deep in research, analysis, and sundry, quotidian matters. You may not fully understand that intrinsic 
mutualism until you are in a substantive leadership role, but please know that your early maturity in this space 
is noteworthy and exemplary.  All the best to you in your future academic and professional endeavors. 
 
Best,  
Wayne 
P.S. And yes, I'll forward your note of genuine gratitude to the Wiley leadership this week. 
 

Over 100 books were donated by Wiley and distributed to Intel Science Fair participants who 
had demonstrated a substantial use of statistical methodology.  Needless to say that letters 
like these assure us that we are making a difference in the lives of countless students every 
year.  We are happy to announce that we are continuing our efforts for future ISEF events and 
are always looking for more volunteers from the statistics community. Please contact Luke 
Thelen at lthelen@hinerpartners.com,  if you are interested in helping out in Anaheim in 
2020!! 

Next SAS Savvy Training Sessions  
Learning SAS, No Programming Required Introduction 

27 Sep 2017 11:00 AM • Webinar 
  

Beyond Proc SQL: Extracting Dataset Vitals 
                             25 Oct 2017 11:00 AM • webinar 

  
                            New to Clinical Programming, No Problem! 

                          29 Nov 2017 11:00 AM • Webinar 

For more information, contact Sunil Gupta at Sunil@SASSavvy.com, who is the owner of sas-
savvy.com website and the author of a number of books on SAS. An interview with him can be 
viewed on youtube.com at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8xyPYitbsg&t=6s 

                       UPCOMING 
  

  WEBINARS 

http://www.sassavvy.com/event-2559822
http://www.sassavvy.com/event-2579831
http://www.sassavvy.com/event-2617285
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8xyPYitbsg&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8xyPYitbsg&t=6s
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If you would like to submit an entry to the next issue, 
please contact me at  Olga.Korosteleva@csulb.edu.  
Yours Truly, Olga Korosteleva, Your Editor-in-Chief 

       Dr. Normalcurvesaurus, Ph.D.  
                         presents                              


