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DIGGING UP HISTORY       

   May 15, 1925 

SOCIETY OF RESEARCH IS FORMED Statistical Organization in Los Angeles Only One of 
Kind in Country. 

A number of Los Angeles men interested in professional statistical work have formed 
the Los Angeles Chapter of the American Statistical Association, the only organization 
of its kind in the United States. 

The objects of the chapter will be to collect, preserve and diffuse statistical information 
and to analyze and study scientific statistical methods and theory in the different de-
partments of human knowledge. All members of the local chapter must satisfy the 

board of directors that they are qualified to contribute to this study and analysis. 
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AP Statistics High School Poster Competition 

By Heidi Gransar, Cedar-Sinai Medical Center, hgransar@gmail.com  
  

 The annual AP Statistics High School Poster Competition is fast ap-

proaching, and we need judges! This event is jointly hosted by the Orange 

County/Long Beach and Southern California ASA Chapters.  It will be held on 
Saturday, April 8, 2017 at Chapman University, 2-5 pm.  Information about 
this event can be found here: https://www.facebook.com/APStatisticsPosterComp2017/ 

This is a great chance to get to know the AP stats program and see what our talented high school students 
are doing with statistics.  All judges will be treated to light refreshments, plus the added prestige of being a 
judge and sharing your expertise!  

If you are interested in participating as a judge or otherwise helping out with this event, please contact Cri-
selda Toto at toto@chapman.edu or Heidi Gransar at hgransar@gmail.com. 

Thank you in advance for your participation! 

The 36th Annual Applied Statistics Workshop 

 The SCASA’s 36th Annual Applied Statistics Workshop will take place on Saturday, March 25, 2017, 
8:30am to 4:00pm, at Arnold and Mabel Beckman Center, Argyros Auditorium, at City of Hope. Our speak-
er will be Dr. Gregory Ridgeway, Associate Professor of Criminology and Statistics, Department of Criminol-
ogy, University of Pennsylvania. The topic of the workshop will be Statistical Applications in Crime and 
Justice.  

There will be three 90-minute sessions with coffee and lunch breaks in-between. Following the workshop, 
there will be a raffle for Statistics related books. You must be present to win. 

To register for the workshop, please  go to https://www.123signup.com/register?id=nykjc 

The registration cost is as follows:   

general  -- $60 before March 18th and $70 after that; student  -- $10 before March 18th and $15 after that. 
Alternatively, you may choose to register on the day of the event. For lunch, boxed lunches will be served 
with assorted sandwiches (roast beef, ham, turkey, vegetarian).   

         The event website is located at http://community.amstat.org/scasa/asw 
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Two DataFests in Southern California 

 This is the first year when the ASA DataFest will be conducted at two loca-
tions: at Chapman University, on April 21-23, and at UCLA, on May 5-7. The event 
at UCLA is already fully booked, but team advisors are welcome to contact Michael 
Fahy at fahy@chapman.edu to indicate their intent to participate in the event at 
Chapman University. 

It should be added that both sites (Chapman University and UCLA) will welcome 
statisticians of all persuasions to come as VIPs.  VIPs are encouraged to participate 
in both events.  If interested, please contact Robert Gould at rgould@stat.ucla.edu 
(for UCLA event) and/or Michael Fahy at fahy@chapman.edu (for Chapman Universi-
ty event). 

 
For information about ASA DataFest check out these links: 

 

 http://ww2.amstat.org/education/datafest/             

and        

http://datafest.stat.ucla.edu/ 
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The ASA sponsors Special Awards in Statistics given to the students whose science projects demonstrate 
the best use of statistics. Statisticians are needed to review the 1800 science projects submitted by high 
school students from over 75 countries. Judging will be held on Tuesday May 16 and Wednesday May 
17.  The awards will be presented by the presidents of three local ASA chapters at the award ceremony, to 
be held on Thursday evening May 18.  

Are you interested but can't participate all day?  

Judges are needed for Tuesday and/or Wednesday.  You can choose to participate 
both days, or one day.  You can even choose to participate for just part of the day on 
Tuesday. 

Tuesday Session I: 11 am – 2:30 - 3 pm (buffet lunch at noon):  

Tuesday Session II: 2:30 pm - 5:30 pm:   

Wednesday Session III:  7 am – noon (buffet breakfast and lunch):  

For 2017, we hope to increase the number of students who meet face to face with the statistics judges dur-
ing interviews. To do this, more judges will be needed on Wednesday. Accordingly, Wednesday judges are 
encouraged to arrange their schedules to participate in the Tuesday evening dinner (sponsored by the ASA) 
and stay in one of the local hotels offering ISEF-discounts that evening.  

Are you interested but can't participate in the judging?  

You could help in other ways, such as encouraging your friends to volunteer as judges or contacting corpo-
rations who might be willing to help defray the cost of hotel rooms. 

The Society for Science and the Public (which organizes ISEF) requires that judges have a Ph.D. or equiva-
lent in statistics or a related field, or a master’s degree in statistics or a related field with at least 6 years of 
experience in statistics.   

For more information, contact:  Luke Thelen  at lthelen@hinerpartners.com, Harold Dyck at 
hdyck@csusb.edu,  Heidi Gransar at hgransar@gmail.com,  Rebecca Le  at becky_le@yahoo.com, or  Made-
line Bauer at madeline_bauer@earthlink.net.  

2017 International Science and Engineering Fair 
Los Angeles Convention Center 

Tuesday May 16 & Wednesday May 17 
Statistics Judges Needed 
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By John Gins, jgins@earthlink.net 

 I have been in the statistical industry for over forty-five years. I have found in Statistics a way to re-

main intellectually challenged and also to provide support and service to others. But like Thomas Carlyle I 

feel “A judicious man uses statistics, not to get knowledge, but to save himself from having ignorance foist-

ed upon him.” 

As a young statistical practitioner in 1974, I read “The Role of the Statistician: Scientist or Shoe Clerk” by 

Irwin Bross in the American Statistician (http://statlab.bio5.org/sites/default/files/fall2014/bross-shoe-

clerk74.pdf). What impressed me then was while my education always talked about error, data integrity, 

validation, testing assumptions as well as hypotheses, we never discussed ethical practices. The basis of 

mathematical statistics was always about the proof, seldom about the “truth.“ I suppose that like most stat-

isticians I think in probabilistic terms and not in absolutes.  

As an undergraduate I minored in philosophy. I did not take a formal ethics course but I got an apprecia-

tion that Ethics has a similar basis as Statistics. It is built from a set of assumptions that have been “proven” 

to provide the best way to guide our actions. Bioethicist Larry Churchill has written: “Ethics, understood as 

the capacity to think critically about moral values and direct our actions in terms of such values, is a generic 

human capacity.” 

My wife asked me to go see the movie “Vaxxed: From Cover-Up to Catastrophe” in April 2016. I was ap-

palled by what seemed to me the misuse of statistical methodology to deceive the community (doctors, 

regulators, and parents) on the safety and efficacy of the MMR vaccine. While I was heartened that a statis-

tician blew the whistle that eventually prompted the filming of this movie, I also felt empathy for the pro-

fessional risk the statistician assumed by coming forward. I will leave it to the reader to view this film and 

share your thoughts and conclusions.  

                                                                                                                     (continued on the next page … ) 

Sta s cal Ethics  
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(… continued from previous page) 

 In April 2016 the ASA Board approved “Ethical Guidelines for Statistical Practice” (http://

www.amstat.org/asa/files/pdfs/EthicalGuidelines.pdf). This 12 page guideline is too lengthy to append here. 

“The American Statistical Association’s Ethical Guidelines for Statistical Practice are intended to help statis-

tics practitioners make decisions ethically. Additionally, the Ethical Guidelines aim to promote accountability 

by informing those who rely on statistical analysis of the standards that they should expect. The discipline of 

statistics links the capacity to observe with the ability to gather evidence and make decisions, providing a 

foundation for building a more informed society. Because society depends on informed judgments support-

ed by statistical methods, all practitioners of statistics, regardless of training and occupation or job title, 

have an obligation to work in a professional, competent, and ethical manner and to discourage any type of 

professional and scientific misconduct.” 

In talking with fellow statisticians during the last few months, I found that I am not alone in being con-

cerned about statistical ethics. Therefore, I propose that as a local chapter we organize an event, during 

which we review and discuss the ASA Ethical Guidelines and formulate a plan of action supporting Ethical 

Statistical Practices. 

Sta s cal Ethics  

The latest News from the World of Statistics is available at http://www.worldofstatistics.org/files/2017/02/
WOS_newsletter_02142017.pdf. Past newsletters can be reviewed at http://www.worldofstatistics.org/news-of-
the-world-of-statistics-archive/.   
  
Thank you for your support of The World of Statistics! 
  
On behalf of The World of Statistics Steering Committee, 
  
Ronald L. Wasserstein 
Executive Director  
American Statistical Association 
Promoting the Practice and Profession of Statistics® 
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       Dr. Normalcurvesaurus, Ph.D. presents 

Once I learn how to use Google, isn’t             

that all the educa on I really need?”  

“I wish we hadn’t learned probability ‘cause I 

don’t think our odds are good.” 

“In an increasingly complex world, some mes 

old ques ons require new answers.” 

“Since kids don’t hear this word at home, I am 

adding the word ‘no’ to the vocabulary list.” 


