
 

 

SCASA 

Vice President for Professional Affairs, 

Vice President for Academic Affairs, 

and Three Members of Committee on  

Nominations and Elections 

The duties of the Vice Presidents shall comprise of serving on the organiz-
ing committee for Kick-off and Job Fair, starting in 2017, and keeping the 
Chapter updated on all events of interest that are happening in local cor-
porations and corporations. And extensively advertising the Chapter’s 
events, of course. These are two-year terms. 

The committee on nominations and elections is responsible for creating a 
website for online voting (for this and subsequent elections), and disburs-
ing the link and later the results via eNewsletter or email. Members of this 
committee will be serving three-year terms. 

If you know worthy candidates for these five po-
sitions, please encourage them to email a brief 
personal statement to SCASA President Cathe-
rine Sugar at csugar@ucla.edu. Self-nominations 
are welcomed.  
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By Harold Dyck, CSUSB 

SCASA held its 35th annual Applied Statistics Workshop 
on Saturday, March 12th at City of Hope's Arnold and Ma-
bel Beckman Center, Argyros Auditorium in Duarte, CA.  
Over 50 SCASA-members came to hear Tim Hesterberg, 
Senior Ads Quality Statistician at Google, speak on 
"Bootstrap Methods and Permutation Tests with Practical Applications". His talk was 
designed to promote better understanding of sampling variability, standard error, bi-
as, the CLT and significance tests and p-values. Hesterberg argued for resampling 
from the point-of-view of fewer assumptions, greater accuracy, generality and the ro-
bustness of resampling statistics. Many real-world applied visual examples produced 
by R were provided along with resources and links to software, including 
www.timhesterberg.net/. Kudos to ASW's sponsors for their continued support: 
Google, City of Hope, Amgen, Wiley, CRC Press, O'Reilly, and SAS Savvy. Thank you to 
Charlie Liu for donating his book on SAS graphics for our raffle.  

We hope to see you at next year's 36th ASW! 
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35th Annual Applied Statistics Workshop 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL EVENT 

SAS Savvy OPEN HOUSE Video 

By Sunil Gupta, SAS Savvy 

The mission of SAS Savvy (http://sassavvy.com) is to improve SAS® programming 
skills with best practices techniques, best resources, and mentoring.  Recently I video 
recorded a presentation at SAS Savvy Open House. My new statement is “Smarter SAS 
programmers save time searching for SAS solutions using SAS Savvy.” The video can 
be viewed at http://www.screencast.com/t/ANt2yPEy7 



By Madeline Bauer, USC, retired 

Attendees at the recent Applied Statistics Workshop were offered a free O’Reilly Media 
eBook.  One of the 12 choices was a video “Expert Data Wrangling with R: Streamline 
Your Work with tidyr, dplyr, and gggvis”. I chose this thinking it would be a good prep-
aration for serving as one of Rob Gould’s “VIP” at the upcoming DataFest! 

The video is 3 hours and 51 minutes. It was produced February 2015 and presented by Garrett Grolemund 
from RStudio. Once I have an account at O’Reilly, I have the choice to view it online and/or download it to my 
computer.  The detailed table of contents is displayed below the video window and I can select to view or 
download individual chapters (Data Manipulation (using the dplyr package), Data Tidying (tidyr), or Data Vis-
ualization (using the ggvis package). I can also view the short (5-15 minute) sections within each chapter in 
any order. It is useful to zero in on a specific section without having to go through the entire video. 

The video costs $79.99 at  http://shop.oreilly.com/product/0636920035992.do. However, you can view the 
Introdution (30 minutes) for free. RStudio offers a free 55 minute Data Wrangling webinar video: https://
www.rstudio.com/resources/webinars/data-wrangling-with-r-and-rstudio/. You can watch the video online 
and/or download the slides. 

Both tutorials give the viewer the opportunity to use the dplyr and tidyr tools to solve problems using the 
real data. The O’Reilly video (being almost 4 hours long) obviously provides more in depth hands-on exam-
ples using the tools included in the R packages dplyr and tidyr. In addition, the O’Reilly video includes a very 
useful 30 minute segment on the data visualization package ggvis.  RStudio does have a free webinar video 
giving an overview of ggvis, the O’Reilly segment offers a much more detailed tutorial, with excellent hands-
on examples with real data.  Although RStudio offers a “cheat sheet” for tidyr and dplyr, there doesn’t seem 
to be one for ggvis (yet?). 

Both tutorials will provide very useful information. So what will you learn? tidyr and dplyr include handy func-
tions for data-wrangling your worst nightmare datasets. Remember those “data” sets which stored the data 
as column names?  tidyr to the rescue!  And those “data” sets which were brought to you in disjointed piec-
es? Dplyr has an app (er, function) for that!  Have you always wished to quickly and easily explore your data 
visually?  Yes, finally, there is a package for that, too  – ggvis.  

The visuals are very well-prepared and easy to understand. “Talking heads” (the bane of video instruction) are 
kept to a minimum. Which would I recommend? I suggest starting with the free tutorials that RStudio offers 
(worth every penny!).  Then, if/when you want more detailed instruction, the O’Reilly video is an excellent 
choice, particularly for the chapter on ggvis. Who knows, I might need to login to my O'Reilly eBooks during 
DataFest, and look up something in the video! Many thanks to O’Reilly Media for making their eBooks availa-
ble to participants of the 2016 Applied Statistics Workshop! 
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Review of 

O’Reilly’s Video 



 
The 2016 ASA DataFest at UCLA will 
begin on Friday, April 29 and end 48 ex-
citing hours later on May 1.   

More information about this event is 
posted at  

         http://datafest.stat.ucla.edu. 

There are three ways you can support DataFestTM as either an individual or a business: 
 
 Please consider visiting as a Visiting Consultant. Spend an hour or two getting to know 

the students and offering your sage advice. This is an excellent recruiting opportunity; 
you get to watch students working in teams, under pressure, striving to understand possi-
bly the most complex data set they have encountered. In fact, each year, several students 
have received internships and interviews that have led to full-time employment. Success 
at DataFest requires that a team have a combination of computational, statistical, and hu-
man skills, as well as the ability to communicate clearly and extremely concisely. 

 
 Please consider a financial contribution and, in particular, asking your employer to con-

tribute. We are seeking to raise $20,000 to cover food and facility expenses. If you can 
contribute, please visit https://giving.ucla.edu/datafest 

 
 Swag. Pens, thumb drives, notepads. The students love these and they help make the 

event fun. If we get something special, we can give it away in a “midnight raffle” to help 
keep the energy level high. 

 
If you’d like to visit DataFestTM or want more information, please email Rob Gould, facul-
ty coordinator, at rgould@stat.ucla.edu. 

The 2016 ASA DataFest 

Friday, April 29—Sunday, May 1, UCLA 
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By Madeline Bauer, USC, retired 

                                  Save the dates! 
The Intel International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) will be held 
May 14 -19, 2017 at the Los Angeles Convention Center. Based on pre-
vious ISEFs, judging for the ASA Special Awards in Statistics is expected 
to be held on Tuesday May 16 and Wednesday morning May 17.  The 
awards will be presented by the three local chapter presidents at the 
award ceremony, which is expected to be held late afternoon on Thurs-
day May 18. 

Although the judges will review over 1500 projects, their only opportunity 
to connect with the students face to face occurs during the hour time slot from 8 am to 9 am on 
Wednesday. At the last ISEF held in Los Angeles (2014), major traffic congestion interfered with 
statistics judges getting to the convention center in time to start the judging interviews at 8 am.  

For 2017, we will make a special effort to increase the number of students with whom judges 
make face to face contact during interviews. To do this, more judges will be needed on Wednes-
day. Wednesday judges are encouraged to arrange their schedules to participate in the Tuesday 
evening dinner (sponsored by the ASA) and stay in one of the ISEF hotels that evening.  

In past, judges have asked for as much lead time as possible for the ISEF dates so they can ar-
range their teaching schedules and also to make sure their spouses will be home so they can 
attend the dinner and stay in town! 

For more information, contact Madeline Bauer at Madeline_Bauer@earthlink.net, Harold Dyck at 
Hdyck@csusb.edu, Heidi Gransar at Hgransar@gmail.com,  or Rebecca Le at 
becky_le@yahoo.com.  

The Intel Interna onal Science 

and Engineering Fair 

is coming to LA in May, 2017 

(next year) 
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 Dr. Normalcurvesaurus, Ph.D.  

Presents 

If you would like to submit an entry to the next issue, please  contact 
me at   Olga.Korosteleva@csulb.edu. 

Yours Truly, 
 Olga Korosteleva   
Your Editor-in-Chief 


