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   E-Tidings Newsletter 

 SCASA Events and News 

     Another Successful Traveling Course! 

By Catherine Sugar, SCASA President, UCLA 

 Each year SCASA teams up with our friends at OCLBA-
SA and SDASA to apply for and host an ASA Traveling Course. 
The speakers and topics are hand-picked by the national or-
ganization; the local chapters provide the venue--and of 
course the audience! This year we selected a course on Pro-
pensity Scores and Causal Inference. The SCASA rendition of the workshop was held 
on Friday, December 2nd, at UCLA and the featured speaker was Dr. Matt Cefalu, an 
associate statistician at the RAND Corporation and a professor in the Pardee RAND 
Graduate School. Matt gave a dynamic presentation, laying out the foundational 
framework for causal modeling based on outcomes and average treatment effects 
and illustrating the practice and pitfalls of estimating such effects using propensity 
scores and other covariate balancing techniques with interesting real-world examples. 
He also provided an excellent set of notes and links to software for implementing 
modern causal inference techniques. For those who missed the course, check out the 
memorably named TWANG website (Tools for Weighting and Analysis of Nonequiva-
lent Groups--can't beat a good acronym!) at http://www.rand.org/statistics/
twang.html.  The audience of nearly 50 strong was enthusiastic, engaging what I have 
been told was one of the liveliest discussions on this year's short-course circuit. We 
were particularly pleased to welcome as diverse audience, which included not on-
ly SCASA regulars but also a host of new members from sister fields including epide-
miology, health policy and management and community health sciences. Short cours-
es are an ideal way to bring together people from all aspects of statistics to learn, 
network and exchange ideas. Several SCASA members have already volunteered to 
host internal workshops for us in the future; if you are aware of someone who could 
teach a good course--or would like to do so yourself--please let us know! And keep 
an eye out for the announcement of next year's ASA Traveling Course topics--we will 
be soliciting your input as soon as they become available.... 
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“Inaugural Address” of the Incoming SCASA President 

Dear Fellow Members of the SCASA Community, 

 My name is Olga Korosteleva. I am a Professor in the Department of Mathematics and 
Statistics at CSULB.  

Many of you probably have known me for years  as the ob-
scure human being behind the Dr. Normalcurvesaurus, 
Ph.D.’s pranks published in our monthly eNewsletter. 

Besides that I have done quite some work for SCASA over 
the past 14.5 years. At some point I put together a member-
ship list, refurbished our website,  created our logo, put to-
gether archives of events and list of past presidents, re-
vamped our Constitution, chaired the Applied Statistics 
Workshop for the past six years, and edited our eNewsletter 
for the past four years. Now, with exuberance and a smile 
on my face,  I would like to introduce myself to you as a soon-to-be SCASA President. My 
term will commence on January 1, 2017 and will continue for two full years.   

Here I am pictured with the Chapter’s Charter which states: “ Charter Granted by The Ameri-
can Statistical Association to the Los Angeles Chapter In pursuance of the order of the Board 
of Directors of  the American Statistical Association, the undersigned hereby certify that the 
Los Angeles Chapter is a duly constituted chapter of the American Statistical Association and 
is authorized to function under the Constitution and By Laws approved by the Board of Direc-
tors of the American Statistical Association. This Chapter shall continue in force until revoked 
by the Board of Directors of the American Statistical Association.” Signed “Carl Snyder,  Presi-
dent” and “Willford L. King, Secretary.” Dated “February 2, 1928.”   

The gavel that I hold in my hand is yet another symbol that passes from president to presi-
dent. It says, “1967‐1968 Arnold F. Goodman, SCASA President.” Thank you, Arnie, for your 
thoughtfulness.  

While in office, I will strive to put together an energetic, super achieving board, so together 
we can develop events and programs that will excite  statisticians in all nooks of Southern 
California.  Some long-awaited events and programs that SCASA will try to host are: Job Fair, 
AP Stat Poster competition, travelling courses, scholarships, travel grants, and awards.  

We will hold elections online as soon as we get nominations for the following positions:  

 President-elect: future president, get involved into putting programs in place 

 VP for Academic Affairs: know what events are happening in academia (colloquia talks, 
presentations, invited talks, conferences, workshops, awards, etc.) that might be of inter-
est to SCASA community, create a list of contacts in academia to disseminate information 
about SCASA’s events quickly and efficiently 

If interested, please email Olga Korosteleva at Olga.Korosteleva@csulb.edu. Throughout my 
presidency, please fill free to contact me with ideas, comments, or constructive criticism.  
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By Bethany Orozco, Recruitment Director, EnCorps STEM  Teachers Program 
 

 I am the Los Angeles Director for the EnCorps STEM Teachers Program 
(www.encorps.org), a California-based nonprofit organization  which mission is to help sci-
ence, technology, engineering and math (STEM) professionals get involved with deserving 
middle and high school students from under-resourced communities.  

We run the EnCorps STEM Teaching Fellowship, where STEM professionals begin by volunteer-
ing as tutors and guest teachers in their local community and some Fellows decide to pursue 
an "encore" career as a science or math teacher in a high need school. No matter what their 
level of involvement, when EnCorps Fellows volunteer their time to work with under-resourced 
students, we see that students increase their knowledge and skills in STEM and learn to be-
come problem solvers, innovators and collaborators. We also find that our participants grow 
personally and professionally by engaging in impactful and gratifying work.  

In addition, we give referral "thank you" bonuses of $100 for a new Fellow who lists you as the 
referral source. 

Are you interested in helping us inspire the students in California who need it most? Please 
email Bethany Orozco, bethany@encorps.org.  For more information, visit our website http://
encorps.org/. 

 

 

 

 

EnCorps STEM Teachers Program Needs You ! 
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Dr. Normalcurvesaurus, Ph.D. presents 

 

If you would like to submit an 
entry to the next issue, please 
contact me at    

Olga.Korosteleva@csulb.edu. 

Yours Truly, 

Olga Korosteleva,  
Your Editor-in-Chief 

What peculiar property do the following 
words have in common: SCASA, stats, aver-
age, data, degree, case, regress, effect, ag-
gregate, assess, best,  age, set, strata, test, 
and greater? 

 

Answer: They can be typed using 

only the "le hand" keys on a stand-

ard keyboard. 


