
 

Regression is one of the most popular modeling methods, but the classical approach has 
significant problems. This webinar series address these problems. Are you are working 
with larger datasets? Is your data challenging? Does your data include missing values, non-
linear relationships, local patterns and interactions? This webinar series is for you! We will 
cover improvements to conventional and logistic regression, and will include a discussion 
of classical, regularized, and nonlinear regression, as well as modern ensemble and data 
mining approaches. This series will be of value to any classically trained statistician or 
modeler.           

 

            

Overcoming Linear Regression Limitations 

 

Part 2: March 15 - Hands-on demonstration of concepts discussed in Part 1 
 Step-by-step demonstration 
 Datasets and software available for download 
 Instructions for reproducing demo at your leisure 
 For the dedicated student: apply these methods to your own data (optional) 
Part 3: March 29 - Regression methods discussed 
*Part 1 is a recommended pre-requisite 
 Nonlinear Ensemble Approaches: TreeNet Gradient Boosting; Random Forests; 
      Gradient Boosting incorporating RF 
 Ensemble Post-Processing: ISLE; RuleLearner 
Part 4: April 12 - Hands-on demonstration of concepts discussed in Part 3 
 Step-by-step demonstration 
 Datasets and software available for download 
 Instructions for reproducing demo at your leisure 
 For the dedicated student: apply these methods to your own data (optional) 
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“Sta s cian’s 
idea of a scenic 
and exo c trip 
is traveling 
three standard 
devia ons 
above the 
mean in a 
normal 
distribu on.” 
― A joke. 

The Evolution of Regression Modeling 
A  Webinar Series presented by  

Registration: http://bit.ly/salford-systems-regression-webinar-series 

Charge: No cost. 

Register	Now	for	Parts	2,	3,	4	
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  Statistics Career Day at City of Hope  
SCASA’s annual Career 
Day was held at City of 
Hope, Duarte, CA, on 
Saturday, February 23, 
2013.  

Career Day was a great 
success with 7 speakers, 
150(!) attendees, lots of 
good information, and 
the inside track on open 
positions. Our speakers 
were Ed Lee, ASA, Moli-
na Healthcare, speaking 
on the actuarial exam, 

Keiko Powers, Market-
Share Partners, discussing 
marketing statistics, Rae 
Starr, L.A. Care Health 
Plan, on health-care out-
comes research, Harry 
Hiner, Hiner and Partners, 
Inc., on marketing statis-
tics, Pete Meyer of 
Google on quality analy-
sis, and Alan Rong of 
Amgen on statistics in the 
pharmaceutical industry. 

Our keynote address was 
“What Statisticians Can 
Contribute to Health 
Care Reform,” by John 
Adams of Kaiser Perma-
nente. A number of local 
employers, as well as the 
Food and Drug Admin-
istration, had career fair 
tables. Many thanks to 
sponsors and partici-
pants.  
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Applied Statistics Workshop (ASW) 2013 
The 32nd annual Applied 
Statistics Workshop 
took place on Friday, 
March 8, 2013 in the 
Pointe conference cen-
ter at the Walter Pyra-
mid on campus of Cali-
fornia State University, 
Long Beach.  
 
There were 47 partici-
pants. The invited 
speaker, Dr. Bruce Turn-
bull from Cornell Uni- 

For updates on ASW 2014, go to http://asw.sc-asa.org 

versity, presented three 
1.5-hour lectures on  
“Group Sequential and 
Adaptive Designs in Clini-
cal Trials.”  
 
Four posters on topics 
related to clinical trials 
were displayed in the 
hallway. At the end of the 
day, there was a raffle for 
a dozen of books, includ-
ing two copies of the 
book co-authored by the  

speaker.  A $25 gift cer-
tificate to Starbucks was 
raffled as well. The 
books and the gift certif-
icate were kindly donat-
ed by Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, Taylor & 
Francis and Statistical 
Solutions.  
A special thank you goes 
to Amgen,  SAS, and Sal-
ford Systems for spon-
soring the event. 
           By O. Korosteleva 

By A. Dagis 
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Cheer on Students at DataFest !
On April 19-21, eager 
teams of undergradu-
ate students will meet 
at UCLA's Institute for 
Pure and Applied 
Mathematics (IPAM)
and be presented with 
a rich, complex da-
taset. They will 
be challenged 
to find deep 
insights illumi-
nating visuali-
zations, all within 48 
hours. Each team will 
have just 7 minutes 
and two power-point 
slides to impress a 
panel of judges with 
their data wrangling 
skills and modeling 
savvy. Teams will come 
from UCLA, USC, Po-
mona College, and Cal 
State Long Beach. 

But we can't do it without 
help! DataFest relies on 
the assistance of “VIP 
Consultants”- statisticians 
who visit the event (at any 
time of their choosing) to 
offer advice and words of 
wisdom, and to cheer on 

the students. DataFest al-
so needs lots and lots of 
food. If your business or 
employer can contribute 
money (to help feed 100 
undergraduates for 48 
hours) or "swag" to be 
used as motivating prizes, 
please contact Rob Gould 
at rgould@stat.ucla.edu. If 
you can stop by for an 
hour or two, to talk to the  

students, contact Rob to 
schedule a time. 

DataFest began in 2010, 
when students were 
asked by the LAPD to an-
alyze 5 years of arrest rec-
ords and make recom-
mendations to reduce 

crime. Last year, 
Kiva.com asked 
students to dis-
cover patterns in 

micro-lendings to entre-
preneurs. This year's da-
taset is a secret, but 
promises to be the most 
engaging data set yet. 
DataFest is meant to pro-
vide students with the 
chance to do things that 
they perhaps didn't know 
they could do, and to 
learn more about careers 
in statistics. But above all, 
DataFest is meant to be 
fun!             By R. Gould 

For more information, please visit http://
datafest.stat.ucla.edu or contact Rob 
Gould rgould@stat.ucla.edu. 
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Par whg’m lmtmblmbvbtgl ebdx mh fhwxe 
gxp vehmaxl? Etvd hy ybm. 

Look for answer in 
April issue. 
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If you would like to be a  reporter for this newsletter, or a columnist, or would like to submit an 
entry, or simply have comments/suggestions/corrections/questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at Olga dot Korosteleva at csulb dot edu.  Yours truly, 

                                       Olga Korosteleva  Editor in Chief 

 

 Answer to February  

 Issue Puzzle 
The words average, 
data, degree, stats, 
case, regress, and ef-
fect can be typed with 
the left hand only. 

Cipher Wheel Statistical Puzzle 

Normalcurvesaurus Presents 


