
spectacularly successful or-
ganization led by Szilard 
Pafka that offers monthly 
meetings that are so well-
attended that sometimes 
people must be turned away 
due to venue restrictions.  
Unlike Mike Jay, I didn’t see 
a reason to combine some 
of our meetings, which was 
done once in the past during 
a visit by Hadley Wickham of 
ggplot fame.  Use R! is com-
ing, which will generate op-
portunity for collaboration, 
should the next administra-
tion, led by Alan Rong, so 
desire.    

Someone, not I, was able to 
recruit Alan Rong and Cathe-
rine Sugar to become our 
new President and President
-elect.  I am grateful for this 
move that will keep our or-
ganization alive.   

I intend to keep active in the 
chapter.  We have more 
need of “Indians” than we do 
even for “Chiefs”.     

   

By Andy Dagis 

Thank you for allowing me 
to be President of the 
chapter.  I enjoyed every 
minute of it, and will miss 
being president.  My ten-
ure was dominated by the 
secession of Orange Coun-
ty and Long Beach, though 
Long Beach remains one of 
the more active regions 
within SCASA—need I 
mention the Annual Work-
shop, which takes place in 
Long Beach, as well as  
workshop chairman and 
newsletter publisher Olga 
Korosteleva, and outgoing 
vice-president Albert Lee, 
who work in Long Beach.  I 
didn’t oppose secession as 
much as many of you 
would have liked.   Well, 
now OCLB-ASA exists.  I 
did my best to cooperate 
with them, and to keep us 
alive up north. 

Applied Statistics Work-
shop still exists, thanks to 

Olga Korosteleva and Harold 
Dyck.  Careers Day is still 
running, thanks to Albert Lee 
and Grace West, with help 
from Anna Ter Veer, Leanne 
Streja (now Goldstein), my-
self, and our speakers John 
Adams, Rae Starr, Keiko 
Powers, Ed Lee, Harry Hiner, 
Pete Meyer, Alan Rong, and 
our exhibitors.  AP Statistics 
Project Competition went 
well at Cedars-Sinai this year, 
run by Katie Bresee, with 
help from Lee Kucera down 
in Orange County, myself, 
website support from 
Leanne Goldstein, and much 
guidance from Rodney Jee, 
currently on sabbatical in 
Shanghai, China.  I can’t for-
get our judges:   Dana L Has-
bach, Saba Ali, Ken Resser, 
Chris Mun, Anna Ter Veer, 
Becky Le, Diana Ly, Pei He, 
Asya Spears, and Heidi Gran-
sar.  

I am a member of the Los 
Angeles R Users Group, a 

Farewell to the Chief 
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SCASA is bidding farewell to the outgoing President Andy Dagis, of City of Hope. 
Effective July 1, 2013 he will become  Immediate Past President.  His successor, 
Alan  Rong, of Amgen, will be the President and Catherine Sugar, of UCLA School 
of Public Health,  the President Elect, serving through December 31, 2014.   

“Those who 
ignore Statis-
tics are con-
demned to re-
invent it.”         
-Brad Efron 
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Two Conferences Coming to UCLA 

AP Statistics Poster Competition 
By Katie Bresee 

The annual SoCal 
ASA High School 
AP Statistics 
Poster Competi-
tion held in Thali-
ans Auditorium  
at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center - 
Los Angels was a 
huge success! 
With over 55 stu-
dents and 40 

poster entries from 
just two schools, 
the 10 judges who 
participated were 
impressed with the 
students’ work 
even though most 
had just graduated 
the night before! 
With feedback 
from the teachers, 
we anticipate next 
year’s competition 

to be held earlier, 
perhaps in late April 
2014. Special thanks 
to Andy Dagis and 
Katie Bresee for co-
ordinating this 
year’s event! 
Highlights and pic-
tures will be availa-
ble when ready at 
http://
postercomp.sc-
asa.org/ 

The 2013 
WNAR/IMS 
conference 
will be held 
on UCLA 
campus on 

June 16-19, followed by 
ASA/IMS Spring Research 
Conference on Statistics in 

Industry and Technology on June 
20-22. For more details, go to the 
respective websites:         

http://wnar2013.biostat.ucla.edu 

and 

http://www.stat.ucla.edu/~hqxu/
src2013 

It is not too late to register for 
both events! 

E - T I D I N G S  N E W S L E T T E R  

 2013 WNAR/
IMS Meeting 

    June 16-19 

 

 ASA/IMS Spring 
Research Con-
ference (SRC) on 
Statistics in In-
dustry and 
Technology 

     June 20-22 



Thank you, Rodney! 
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By Andy Dagis 

Special recognition goes to 
Rodney Jee for his dedica-
tion to K-12 students.  In 
2006, he became interested 
in running a statistical 
poster competition for 
SCASA back when he was 
involved with his son's high 
school education.  He has 
continued with great dedi-
cation long after his son 
moved to college and be-
yond.    

Originally, the AP Poster 
Competition (which be-
came known as Poster 
Comp) was attached to 
SCASA’s annual Career 
Day.  With time and experi-
ence, the event began to 
evolve. Emphasis in judg-
ing began to focus more 
on the statistical project 
that went into the poster, 
leaving the actual poster 
presentation to count for 
only a portion of the points 
awarded.  The competition 
was successful and became 
an annual event on its own.  
Poster Comp came to out-
grow the ample facilities at 
City of Hope.  There was 
thought of having feeder 
competitions, and having  
the winners attend a final 

 event at City of Hope.   How-
ever, there was some loss of 
momentum in 2011, when the 
Intel International Science 
and Engineering Fair (ISEF) 
came to LA.  

That year, Rodney was in 
charge of judging for the ISEF 
statistics award on behalf of 
the American Statistical Asso-
ciation, which relegated such 
matters to the local chapter in 
which the Intel competition 
took place.    It was decided 
that we could ask our local 
judges to come out in force 
for only one event, and Poster 
Comp was purposefully 
scaled down for one year.   
An online data analysis com-
petition was used to select 36 
students for entry into the 
2011 competition at City of 
Hope - a number much more 
manageable with a few judg-
es than the 202 who partici-
pated in 2010.  As a result 
SCASA’s handling of the sta-
tistics judging at ISEF was a 
success and Poster Comp 
continued uninterrupted. As a 
bonus to ASA, students in 
Poster Comp’s online compe-
tition were required to partic-
ipate in the ASA’s Census At 
School project.  

Rodney 
moved to San 
Diego in the 
summer of 
2011 when his 
employment 
was transferred.  Still, he 
did not abandon the pro-
gram he created for the 
Southern California Chap-
ter.  SCASA’s year Poster 
Comp event took place at 
the University of Califor-
nia, Irvine.  

This year the Eighth An-
nual AP Statistics Poster 
Competition was divided 
into two, with an event at 
UC Irvine for the new OC-
LB chapter of ASA, and 
one at Cedars-Sinai Medi-
cal Center in Los Angeles.  
Rodney could not preside 
directly over the events, 
as he was working in 
Shanghai, China.  Still, he 
remained the primary 
driving force in providing 
remote support to the 
two event directors, Lee 
Kucera in Irvine and Katie 
Bresee at Cedars-Sinai.   

Rodney has shown tenac-
ity in his support of 
young statisticians, de-
spite circumstances that 
might have made it 
tempting to walk away.  
Thank you, Rodney.    



Normalcurvesaurus presents 
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I always find 
that statistics 
are hard to 
swallow and 
impossible to 
digest. The 
only one I 

can remember is that if all the 
people who go to sleep in church 
were laid end to end they would 
be a lot more comfortable. 
--Mrs. Robert A. Taft (1889-1958) 

If you would like to submit an 
entry to the next issue of the 
newsletter, please feel free to 
email me at Olga. 
Korosteleva@csulb.edu 

Sincerely, 

Olga Korosteleva. 

Your Editor-in-Chief  
 


