
 

Regression is one of the most popular modeling methods, but the classical approach has sig-
nificant problems. This webinar series address these problems. Are you are working with 
larger datasets? Is your data challenging? Does your data include missing values, nonlinear 
relationships, local patterns and interactions? This webinar series is for you! We will cover 
improvements to conventional and logistic regression, and will include a discussion of classi-
cal, regularized, and nonlinear regression, as well as modern ensemble and data mining ap-
proaches. This series will be of value to any classically trained statistician or modeler.          

Overcoming Linear Regression Limitations 

Part 1: March 1 - Regres-
sion methods discussed 
 Classical Regression 
 Logistic Regression 
 Regularized Regression: GPS  Generalized Path Seeker 
 Nonlinear Regression: MARS Regression Splines 
Part 2: March 15 - Hands-on demonstration of concepts discussed in Part 1 
 Step-by-step demonstration 
 Datasets and software available for download 
 Instructions for reproducing demo at your leisure 
 For the dedicated student: apply these methods to your own data (optional) 
Part 3: March 29 - Regression methods discussed 
*Part 1 is a recommended pre-requisite 
 Nonlinear Ensemble Approaches: TreeNet Gradient Boosting; Random Forests; 
      Gradient Boosting incorporating RF 
 Ensemble Post-Processing: ISLE; RuleLearner 
Part 4: April 12 - Hands-on demonstration of concepts discussed in Part 3 
 Step-by-step demonstration 
 Datasets and software available for download 
 Instructions for reproducing demo at your leisure 
 For the dedicated student: apply these methods to your own data (optional) 
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“If the sta s cs 
are boring, 
then you've got 
the wrong 
numbers.”  
― Edward 
Tu e, (1942‐), 
professor 
emeritus of 
poli cal 
science, 
sta s cs, and 
computer 
science at Yale 
University. 

The Evolution of Regression Modeling 
An Upcoming Webinar Series by  

Registration: http://bit.ly/salford-systems-regression-webinar-series 

Charge: No cost. 
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Statistics Career Day at City of Hope 
Coming up on Saturday, February 23, 2013  

Statistics Career Day 
will take place on Sat-
urday, February 23, 
2013 at City of Hope in 
Duarte, CA. This annual 
event is free for all 
participants.  

Statistics Career Day 

has an  exciting format 
that will appeal to stu-
dents who are looking 
to find out information 
about the various 
fields within statistics. 
Students do not have 
to be looking for a job 
to attend - there is 
something for every-
one!                            

The morning session will 
include panels with Stat-
isticians repre-
senting various 
fields 
(academia, 
pharmaceuti-
cals, financial services 
and many more).  

The featured presenta-
tion “What Statisticians 
can Contribute to Health 
Care Reform”  will be de-
livered by John Adams, 
Ph.D., Principal Senior 
Statistician, Center for 
Effectiveness & Safety 
Research, Kaiser Perma-
nente. 

The afternoon session 
will consist of a Career 
Fair, where students can 
speak to representatives 
from various companies/
universities.  

The flyer that describes 
the event and has a form 

for registration is availa-
ble on SCASA website 

http://sc-asa.org 

 

Please help to 
spread the word to 
your colleagues 
and students! 
 

Feel free to direct all 
questions to the event 
organizers Albert.Lee@  

MolinaHealthCare.com 
and Andy Dagis  at 
adagis@coh.org.  

 

 

In the past years there has 
always been a fabulous turn-
out and exceptional feedback 
from students! 
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  Applied Statistics Workshop 
  Coming up on Friday, March 8, 2013  

The 32nd annual Ap-
plied Statistics Work-
shop will be held on 
Friday, March 8, 
2013 in the Pointe 
conference center 
at the Walter Pyra-
mid on campus of 
California State Univer-
sity, Long Beach. The 
featured speaker is Dr. 
Bruce Turnbull from 
Cornell University. He 
will speak on “Group 
Sequential and Adap-
tive Designs in Clini-
cal Trials.”  
Check-in and light 
breakfast will start at 
8:30am. Session 1 of 
the workshop will 
begin at 9am. Yummy 
boxed lunches will be 
catered during the 
lunch break. The last 
3rd session will end at 
3pm. The book raffle 
will take place be-
tween 3pm and 
3:30pm. The chances  

of winning are good, but 
you must be present to 
claim the prize! 

Throughout the day, ven-
dors and exhibitors will  
be set up outside the 
main ballroom where the 
workshop takes place. 
There will be enough time 
to communicate with ven-
dors and view the exhibits 
during the breaks and 
lunch.  
 
Posters will be displayed 
outside of the confer-
ence room. Anyone is 
welcome to submit a 
poster. Biostatistics top-
ics are encouraged but 
others are welcome as 
well. This is an excellent 
opportunity for every-
one to present their re-
search. 
 
 

The current registration 
fee is $80 for SCASA 
members, $95 for non-

members and $20 for 
students.  

The fee goes up by 
$10 on March 1.  

The registration is 
done electronically at 
www.123signup.com. 

The registration fee 
doesn’t include parking 
permit which is to be 
purchased at yellow dis-
penser in parking lot. 

Participants may register 
on the day of event, but 
lunch is not guaranteed. 

Registrants who submit 
posters will receive a $20 
discount (per poster, to 
be paid in cash on the 
day of workshop). 

To submit a poster or 
suggest a sponsor, ven-
dor, or book contributor, 
please contact Olga dot 
Korosteleva at csulb dot 
edu. 

 

 

More information and 
registration details are at 

http://asw.sc-asa.org 
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Cheer on Students at DataFest !
On April 19-21, eager 
teams of undergradu-
ate students will meet 
at UCLA's Institute for 
Pure and Applied 
Mathematics (IPAM)
and be presented with 
a rich, complex da-
taset. They will 
be challenged 
to find deep 
insights illumi-
nating visuali-
zations, all within 48 
hours. Each team will 
have just 7 minutes 
and two power-point 
slides to impress a 
panel of judges with 
their data wrangling 
skills and modeling 
savvy. Teams will come 
from UCLA, USC, Po-
mona College, and Cal 
State Long Beach. 

But we can't do it without 
help! DataFest relies on 
the assistance of “VIP 
Consultants”- statisticians 
who visit the event (at any 
time of their choosing) to 
offer advice and words of 
wisdom, and to cheer on 

the students. DataFest al-
so needs lots and lots of 
food. If your business or 
employer can contribute 
money (to help feed 100 
undergraduates for 48 
hours) or "swag" to be 
used as motivating prizes, 
please contact Rob Gould 
at rgould@stat.ucla.edu. If 
you can stop by for an 
hour or two, to talk to the  

students, contact Rob to 
schedule a time. 

DataFest began in 2010, 
when students were 
asked by the LAPD to an-
alyze 5 years of arrest rec-
ords and make recom-
mendations to reduce 

crime. Last year, 
Kiva.com asked 
students to dis-
cover patterns in 

micro-lendings to entre-
preneurs. This year's da-
taset is a secret, but 
promises to be the most 
engaging data set yet. 
DataFest is meant to pro-
vide students with the 
chance to do things that 
they perhaps didn't know 
they could do, and to 
learn more about careers 
in statistics. But above all, 
DataFest is meant to be 
fun! 

For more information, please visit http://
datafest.stat.ucla.edu or contact Rob 
Gould rgould@stat.ucla.edu. 



What peculiar property do 
the following statistics words 
have in common: average, 
data, degree, stats, case, re-
gress, effect? 

Look for answer in March issue 
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If you would like to be a  reporter for this newsletter, or a columnist, or would like to submit an 
entry, or simply have comments/suggestions/corrections/questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at Olga dot Korosteleva at csulb dot edu.  Yours truly, 

                                       Olga Korosteleva  Editor in Chief 

 

   Answer to January 2013 

          Issue Puzzle 
Don’t let statistics do a number 
on you. — Fortune cookie 

Statistical IQ Puzzle 

Data don’t make any sense, we will have to resort to statistics. 

Normalcurvesaurus Presents 


