
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S C A S A :  S O U T H E R N  

C A L I F O R N I A  C H A P T E R  

O F  T H E  A M E R I C A N  

S T A T I S T I C A L  

A S S O C I A T I O N  

   E-Tidings Newsletter 

    SCASA Events and News 
D E C E M B E R ,  2 0 1 3  V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  1 2  

PLEASE CAST YOUR BALLOT IN 
ELECTION OF SCASA VICE-PRESIDENTS  

FOR ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL 
AFFAIRS 

The offices will commence on January 1, 
2014 and run through December 31, 2015. 

Electronic ballot may be cast here. 

Poll closes on December 30, 2013. 

 

Who is Eligible to Vote? 

   Everyone who is current with their dues    

   may vote with the exception of student  

   members who are not members of the  

   national ASA.  

 

https://docs.google.com/a/biola.edu/forms/d/1lWjqZ1xY4Sjk9z_G7B5VozX4dt2Nbm48S08TfLFgRRc/viewform


The Kick-off meeting past Saturday, December 14th was a success with around 30 
participants. The talks by a statistician at Amgen, and three graduate students were 
advanced, informative, and well received.  

The invited speaker, Dr. Nathaniel Schenker, President-Elect of ASA, gave a general 
talk about the ASA and celebration of its 175th anniversary. For those of you who 

might not know, when the ASA was founded (in 1839), 
it was the first American open-access professional or-
ganization, yielding the palm to the (by invitation only) 
American Philosophical Society, founded in 1743 by 
Benjamin Franklin.  

In his talk, Dr. Schenker mentioned the Reverse Time 
Capsule Project that the ASA undertook (see Page 5 of 
this issue for more information). He also told the story 

of how he became actively involved with the ASA, and requested that ASA members 
send their inspiring stories to him to be shared with others. By the way, what is re-
markable is that Dr. Schenker’s first local membership was with SCASA when he was a 
professor at UCLA. 

The afternoon talk by Dr. Schenker was about a project that he and his colleagues 
completed at the National Center for Health Statistics, a “day-time job” for Dr. Schen-
ker.  

Group pictures were 
taken several times as 
the files got corrupted 
for no reason at all, so 
by the time this pic-
ture was taken, many 
of the participants had 
left.   

Thank you everyone for attending, and a special thank you 
goes to Andy Dagis for setting up the meeting at the City of 
Hope! 
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REPORT ON SCASA FALL 2014 KICK-OFF 
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ON SCASA MEMBERSHIP: HOW TO INDUCT NEW  

MEMBERS AND KEEP EXISTING ONES 

By Mike Jay and Karabi Nandy, Co-Vice Presidents of Membership 
(Report given during the business meeting at the SCASA Fall 2014 
Kick-off meeting on December 14, 2013) 

VPs report on a new-age platform of convening called ‘meetup’. 
Meetup.com is the world's largest network of local groups. This 
site makes it easy for anyone to organize a local group or find one 
of the thousands already meeting up face-to-face. For us, people 
actively using statistical methods in everyday life, three such 
groups may be of interest. They are: 

 The Pasadena Research Methods and Analytics Group (152 
members) 

 LA R User Group (1,010 members) 

 ♦LA Machine Learning Group (1,278 members) 

The meetings are well run, well attended, regular, during the week 
and are stocked with free pizza and soda.  The crowd skews young 
but most have formal STEM training with an occasional statistician 
tossed in for good measure.   

VPs wonder whether a shift to this new paradigm is the future for 
the sustenance of our association. Frequent meetups may engage 
our younger audiences better and keep existing members better 
connected and feel more energized. As a start, we encourage eve-
ryone to go to a meetup and get a firsthand feel. Please report 
back your experience. And then, let us discuss our future and the 
road to long-term sustainability. 

http://www.meetup.com/Research-Methods-and-Analytics/
http://www.meetup.com/LA-RUG/
http://www.meetup.com/LA-Machine-Learning/


2014 INTEL INTERNATIONAL SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING 
FAIR (ISEF) 

Los Angeles Convention Center 

May 12-16, 2014 

V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  1 2  P A G E  4  

The International Science and Engineering 
Fair (ISEF) is THE big science fair in the coun-
try. It is open by invitation only to high 
school students who have advanced from lo-
cal and regional fairs on the basis of the qual-
ity of their projects.  

There are about 1,600 students who compete 
in the fair from roughly 70 countries, regions, 
and territories with about $3 million in prizes 
and scholarships. More than 1,000 judges 
participate in the event with the expectation 
of an education level of Ph.D. or a Masters 
Degree with at least 5 years of experience. 

The ASA Council of Chapters is funding a 
special prize of $1500 for statistics and our 
local chapters are tasked with supplying the 
judges to determine the 
winning projects. Judging 
takes place on Tuesday, 
May 13 and Wednesday, 
May 14 at the Los Angeles 
Convention Center. Judg-
es may participate on ei-
ther or both of these time 
slots: Tuesday, May 13 
from 11:30am to about 6pm with dinner af-
terwards and Wednesday, May 14 from 8am 
to noon. ISEF provides a catered breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner for each day of judging but 
the ASA is treating our judges to a dinner on 
Tuesday at a local restaurant. 

On Tuesday afternoon, judges review the 
poster boards and notebooks of the 1600+ 
entries to identify 150-200 projects which use 
statistics in any way. These 150-200 projects 
are then reviewed more thoroughly to find 
about 10 to 15 finalists for interviews on 
Wednesday. We need as many judges as pos-
sible on Tuesday to do the review. 

On Wednesday morning, judges interview the 
finalists and then confer to determine the win-
ners.  Expect that there will be projects with 
truly excellent university level applications of 
statistics. All of the projects are winners of re-
gional, state or national competitions and 
many of these winning students have universi-
ty professors advising their projects.  

Those of you who have participated in the ISEF 
judging in the past will be receiving an email 
invitation. Any of you who have not participat-
ed who are interested in having an impact on 
the next generation of researchers please con-
tact Madeline Bauer at mbauer@usc.edu. 

Interested in being a judge? Please contact 

Madeline Bauer at mbauer@usc.edu. 

Eligibility: The ISEF requires judges to have either a 
Ph.D. or M.S. with several years of relevant experience. 



A time capsule holds artifacts from a specific point in time and is 
meant to be opened at a later time to give a sense of "what life 
was like" at the earlier time. The ASA has a time capsule from its 
150th anniversary in 
1989 that will be 
opened in 2039, at the 
200th anniversary cel-
ebration. The reverse 
time capsule will con-
tain forecasts of or 
comments about the future, specifically regarding the year 2039, 
as viewed from the present. Thus, it will be the present perspec-
tive on the future. 

To place your entries into the reverse time capsule, log in to ASA 
Members Only and click on Reverse Time Capsule on the ribbon. 
You'll be presented with the opportunity to make the following 
types of contributions: 

 Click on numeric forecasts to make your predictions about 
specific items. When the reverse time capsule is opened in 
2039, members with the best guesses will be rewarded with a 
lifetime membership in the ASA. 

 Click on non-numeric forecasts to submit your written or vid-
eo predictions about the future of the statistics profession, the 
future of the ASA, or any other aspect of the future. 

 Similarly, click on messages to submit a written or video mes-
sage to be read in 2039 by the membership of the American 
Statistical Association. What would you like future statisticians 
to know about the present status of statistics or about you?  

        IF YOU ARE A MEMBER OF ASA, YOU MIGHT WANT 
TO PARTICIPATE IN  

REVERSE TIME CAPSULE PROJECT 
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https://www.amstat.org/membersonly
https://www.amstat.org/membersonly
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        NORMALCURVESAURUS PRESENTS  

If you choose an answer to this  question at ran-
dom, what is the chance you will be correct? 

A) 25% 

B) 50% 

C) 60% 

D) 25% 

A psychologist has a child. Soon after, he publishes a 
well-regarded textbook called “Child Development”. 
A year later, he has a second child, and publishes a 
follow-up textbook called “Variations in Child Devel-
opment”. Soon after, he has a third child. He retires. 

If you would like to submit an entry to the next issue, please  
contact me at Olga.Korosteleva@csulb.edu. 

Yours truly,  
Olga Korosteleva   
Your Editor-in-Chief 


