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THE ASA LOGO

{Editor’s Note: This
item was subrmitted 1o
Raburt V. Yoy, chaiv
of an ad hoc commil
lee to consider the
possibility of a new
fogo for ASA, in re-
SPONSE [0 & news nole
that appeared in our
April 1987 issue)

The iogo or symbol of ASA has several parts,
each with a special meaning. I the center we
have a verfical stand with a sphere on top. On
top of the sphere we have aneagle, There is s ser-
pent (o the left and right of the stand. These ars
the main parts of the symbot about which little is
found in aur archives,

The use of serpents in L1.5. heraldry at the time
of the founding of ASA was commonplace in
pefitics and inmedicine, The early Gadsden flag
uses the rattlesnake to warn all of the determina.
tion to gain respect. in the political sense, it was
a waming of the determination of the American
people to win freedom, with or without warking,

Cne of our four feunding members was an
M.D. “Aesculapius, the mythical god of
medicing, catried 2 knotty woaden staff en-
twined with a single snake representing lifes
giving powers” {Drevius 19721 Most medical
groups throughout the world use this symbol,
However, the U5, Army Medical Corps. Navy
Pharmacy Division, and the 'S, Public Health
Service use the winged staff with two snakes,
which is a combination of a Babylonian symbe!
and 3 Greek symbol. The twin snakes date back
over 4,000 vears 2g0. The winged staff is usually
depicted with the Greek, Mercury (called
Hermes by the Romans). In ancient wars this
symbol was carried by medicos to indicate their
neutraiity. The windings around the rod were
originally fillets of wool, but were changed o
serpents later. Finally the wings were added
{Avery 1962). in India, serpents are viewed as
guardians of the threshold of the door and of
treasures, both material and spiritual (Cooper
1978} When entwining or surrounding a staff or
stand, two serpents are not viewed as opposites,
but as united. They repratent the rycia; of
rature; the soitices; and to us, time series,

The stand represents wisdom. it supports the
sphere of the universe. On tep we have the
eagle, which represents nspiration, release from
bandage, victory, pride, authority, strength, and
a variety of ather attributes An eagle on a pillar
of stand represents victory over darkness
Darkness represents the lack of facts, wisdom or
positive piritizal status,

It then appears, that the logo represents vic-
tory aver the darkness of aff the cyciic forces of
things in the universe through statistics. 1 the
snakes are rattlesnakes, then it also means a
determination to gain respect for those working
in the field {W A Colomski

JANUARY MEETINGS

Ha»;z,mj— New %M /

January 20 Wednesday  Application of Semi-Markov Processes
t6 a Human Factors Problem
January 28 Thursday Statistical Methods in Parapsychology

GENERAL APPLTCATIONS PROGRAM

SPEAKER: rred Chang, Pacific Bell
TCPIC: APPLICATION OF SEMI-MARKOV PROCESSES TO A HUMAN FACTORS PROBLEM
Human behavior is often modelled by Markov processes. A
mild weakening of the Markov assumptions opens un 3 new
set of possibilities, This talk explores one application
of a semi-markov model to new telephone services.
DATE: January 20, 1988 (WEDNESDAY)
3:30-4:00 Coffee
4:00-5:00 Presentation
PLACE: Cal State at Hayward, North Science Building, Room 220
PRICE: NO CHARGE
RESERVATIONS: Cal) Leren Schoof (415) 823-9070

BIOSTATISTICAL PROGRAM

SPEAKER: Jessica Utts, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Division of Statistics
University of California, Davis. Visiting Scientist, SRI Int')
TOPIC: STATISTICAL METHODS IN PARAPSYCHOLOGY
After 100 years of research, scientists stil] disagree on
whether or not claims for ESP have been substantiated. Many of
the arguments are statistical in nature. The scientific study
of these claims comprises the field of parapsychology. An
overview of statistical methods used in parapsychology will be
given along with illustrative examples.
DATE: January 28, 1988 (THURSDAY)
3:30-4:06  Coffee and Cookies
4:00-5:00  Presentation
PLACE: University of California, Berkeley, 1011 Evans Hall

Following the presentation, refreshments will be served
at the home of Professor Mike Tarter {2717 Benvenue, Berkeley).
Directions will be provided at the meeting.

NOTICE ON DYES: .
The date on your mailing Tabel is the dats we last roeceived payment

of your %6 dues for the San Francisce Bay Area Chapter of ASA. If
it has been more than a year since vour last payment, rush your check
for $6 to: Anna Pagniewska

Syntex Labs

3401 Hillview Avenue L2035

Falo Alto, CA 94304
I THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL IS IN THE YUAR 1985, YOU WILL 8F DELETED FROM
OUR MAILING LIST IN FEBRUARY,1988 UNLLSS WE RECETIVE YOUR PAYKENT.

PAPES FROM 1987 JOINT STATISTICAL MEETINGS IN SAN FRANCISCO
You can order tapes at §8 each for any one of 100 taiks given at the
1587 Conference. See the Sept/Oct 1807 issue of Amstat News for details,
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