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t is an honor to serve as your chair for 2003.  
To be honest, I have been more involved in 
the American Public Health Association 

(Statistics Section and various Boards and 
Committees) than with ASA over the past 10 to 12 
years.  But my academic roots are in biostatistics 
and when people ask me what I do, I almost 
always respond that I teach health statistics.  
Fortunately for us, it seems that the modifier 
“health” somewhat blunts the negative reaction 
that the work “statistics” elicits.  Of the variety of 
professional activities that I engage in, i.e. 
research, administration, consulting, etc., it is the 
teaching of statistics that I enjoy the most, which 
is probably the case for most of us in this Section.  
In my case, “teaching” means providing methods 
courses to graduate students from several health-
related disciplines at the University of Alabama 
and serving on their thesis and dissertation 
committees.  Although my appointment is in a 
School of Medicine (branch campus for third and 
fourth year students and family practice 
residents), I do not face the pressure of trying to 
teach statistics to medical students that many of 
you have.  My appointment in the Applied 
Statistics Program affords me collegial exposure 
to statistics faculty members and students, 
including occasionally directing a statistics 
dissertation. 

It may be somewhat difficult to chair the 
Section this year since I am doing it part of the 
year from afar.  Not that you should feel sorry for 
me.  I am on sabbatical for the spring semester, 
spending the majority of my time at James Cook 
University School of Medicine in Townsville, 
Australia, where their rural health emphasis is 
similar to that of my campus in Alabama. 

My “distractions” with APHA and 
sabbatical will hopefully become strengths as I 
chair the Section this year by bringing some 
external perspectives and possibly connections.  I 
have been a member of TSHS since its formation.  

I recall in the early years that it struggled to find its 
identity, which is quite natural.  Having not 
attended meetings for several years, I am very 
impressed with the progress I have witnessed 
over the past couple of years.  I am sure progress 
started earlier, but I did not observe it.  With your 
help and the help of the other TSHS officers, I 
pledge to try to continue that progress. 

I am personally very excited about the 
2003 Joint Statistical Meetings in San Francisco, 
not only because I have a daughter and many 
friends in the area, but because it is a lovely city.  
Cyndy Long is hard at work putting a wonderful 
program together for us.  Check out details, book 
accommodations, and register online at 
http://www.amstat.org.  Also, do not forget to 
check the Section website at 
http://www.bio.ri.ccf.org/ASA_TSHS/ for important 
information.  As always, we thank Ralph O’Brien 
for maintaining this website. 

I welcome your thoughts and suggestions 
to help our Section meet its objectives.  I will be 
back in the U.S. on May 1, but am monitoring my 
email at jleeper@cchs.ua.edu while I am away.  I 
look forward to serving you and seeing you in San 
Francisco.                 
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INTRODUCTION 
tudents choosing a course of graduate 
study in Biostatistics often do so with plans 
of pursuing a career in the pharmaceutical 

industry.  However, for many students, most of the 
practical experience gained in statistical 
consulting takes place in the academic setting.  
Understandably, relative to the number of 
students enrolled in graduate 
Statistics/Biostatistics programs, the number of 
students who are afforded the opportunity to 
participate in an industry-sponsored internship 
program is small indeed. Typically, graduate 
students assist faculty with statistical consulting 
tasks and work collaboratively with research 
teams on funded research projects. 

Upon completing my own graduate 
studies in Biostatistics, I joined the faculty of an 
established School of Public Health and engaged 
in teaching, research and service activities.  
However, after four years on the faculty, a family 
move propelled me into the pharmaceutical 
industry as a senior statistician overseeing the 
statistical activities of primarily clinical studies.  I 
have had the opportunity to work for two 
pharmaceutical companies and have now 
returned to an academic setting as a faculty 
member at another School of Public Health. Thus, 
I have had a unique opportunity to experience two 
sides of the same statistical coin, so to speak.   

It has been my personal observation that, 
while there are on the surface, distinct differences 
between industry and academia, there are many 
similarities when it comes to the role of the 
statistician.  However, while these commonalities 
exist in the broad definition of what a statistician 
does, there are also very distinct differences in 
the frameworks in which the statistician in each 
setting must operate.  In this article, I will share 
my personal observations of the similarities and 
differences between a statistician’s role in industry 
versus that in academia with regard to three key 
areas: mission, client and guidelines.  These 
address what the statistician will do, who will be 
the recipient of the resultant statistical analyses 
and how the statistician must go about 
accomplishing the task of making sense of the 
data.   

THE MISSION - WHAT 

In both the academic setting and the industry 
setting, the statistician must understand the 
project mission.  This necessitates an 
understanding of not only the technical and 
statistical aspects of a specific project, but an 

understanding of the overall goals and objectives 
of the team of individuals connected with the 
project.  The statistician must understand what 
the team is trying to accomplish. 

In the academic setting, it has been my 
experience that goals and objectives are rather 
easily discernable.  In the role of statistical 
consultant, the statistician is often called upon to 
provide study design guidance as well as the 
statistical analysis of data resulting from specific 
research efforts. A researcher seeks out the 
statistician in an effort to obtain biostatistical 
support.  The statistician may be called upon to 
assist in manuscript preparation and construct the 
statistical methods section as well as ensure an 
appropriate analysis and interpretation of study 
results. As a collaborating member of a research 
team, the statistician may be called upon to 
provide sample size and power estimates, along 
with a proposed statistical analysis approach for a 
research grant submission. Often, assistance with 
data management is requested and in nearly 
every instance, a statistical analysis of resultant 
study data is required.    In these instances, the 
mission is clear and tasks are clearly defined. 

In an industry setting however, the 
mission can prove to be a bit more difficult to 
quantify.  The statistician is a member of a multi-
faceted project team.  This team is directed by 
inputs from not only those colleagues in charge of 
the design and conduct of the clinical trials, but 
from members representing the regulatory, 
marketing, sales, and legal functions, as well as 
federal and international regulatory agencies, 
among others. Each statistical decision has far 
reaching implications. 

Very often, the effects of the statistical 
approach extend beyond the immediate mission.  
Calculation of the most appropriate sample size 
and the design of an appropriate analytical 
approach are inherently critical to the design and 
execution of an individual study.  However, the 
ultimate goals and objectives for the drug or 
device under study are much broader and far-
reaching than the immediate protocol under 
construction or any individual clinical trial 
underway.  Each individual protocol and trial is but 
a single component of a much broader and more 
complex product development program. Thus, 
statistical decisions made with the goal of 
executing an individual protocol can ultimately 
impact development costs, marketing strategies 
and regulatory and registration activities.  Yet, the 
statistician must be equipped to exercise foresight 
with respect to these concerns and incorporate 
these needs into the structuring of a unified 

S 
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approach to analysis. This makes the concept of 
“mission” critical and at the same time, more 
complex. 

THE CLIENT-WHO 

For the statistician working in an academic 
setting, the client is easy to recognize.  A clinical 
investigator or researcher actively seeks out the 
services or support of the statistician and the role 
of the statistician is readily apparent.  A specific 
grant needs statistical input.   Research projects 
need statistical analysis and interpretation of 
results.  Manuscripts under preparation require 
the expertise of the statistician in the construction 
of the methods and results sections of the 
document.  Thus, the statistician is fully aware of 
who will be the recipient of their expertise and 
guidance. The “decision makers” are in full view. 

In the industrial setting however, multiple 
decision makers will be dependant on and 
impacted by the analysis strategies put forth by 
the statistician.  Many of these individuals will 
undoubtedly remain faceless and/or nameless to 
the statistician over the course of the product 
development.  These “end-users” of the 
information provided by the statistician include a 
host of individuals, each key to the drug/device 
development process. 

Members of the clinical studies team 
responsible for the planning and execution of the 
studies that make up the development program 
rely upon the statistical input of the statistician in 
the planning, conduct and reporting phases of 
each clinical protocol or trial.  The statistician 
must provide input into the relevant sections of the 
protocol and final clinical study reports; develop 
randomization plans; and, ensure that the 
interpretation of the statistical results does not 
extend beyond what the applied study design and 
statistical methodology can support.  This aspect 
of the statistician’s role in industry is akin to that of 
the academic statistician.  However, as we move 
beyond the immediate clinical team, the challenge 
of identifying the “client” and meeting their needs 
becomes apparent. 

The Management in Regulatory Affairs 
department is responsible for liaising with federal 
and international regulatory bodies on behalf of 
the company and ensuring that any claims of 
efficacy made for a drug or device can be fully 
supported within the scope of the myriad of 
regulatory standards and guidelines that exist 
within and across continental boundaries.  The 
statistician is often called upon to lend support to 
the regulatory team in their efforts to build a 
defensible case for efficacy for a particular drug or 

device.  A working knowledge of various 
registration strategies on the part of the 
statistician can prove to be critical to the success 
of this group’s efforts.  Very often, the individuals 
in this department are one step removed from the 
detailed, day-to-day statistical issues that arise 
during the course of an individual clinical study.  
Thus, it is incumbent upon the statistician to keep 
the regulatory client’s goals and concerns in full 
view as the analysis strategies for a particular 
development program are being conceived and 
executed. 

Marketing departments rely on the 
outcomes of clinical trials to promote the drug or 
device in the marketplace.  This department has a 
firm grasp on the placement of the particular drug 
or device relative to competitor products and 
needs to be able to express the benefits of the  
particular drug succinctly and accurately when 
promoting the product.  This group answers to 
federal and international policymakers and 
lawmakers and must be adequately equipped to 
articulate the benefits of the product accurately 
and appropriately.  The statistician now has an 
additional client that will be utilizing the outcome 
of their analysis.  This relationship may or may not 
involve direct statistician-to-client communication.  
The statistician may be reporting information 
through the clinical or regulatory team members 
and it becomes even more critical that the 
communication of statistical results be carefully 
managed.   

Clinical studies are most often conducted 
at multiple study sites across the country and, 
sometimes, across the globe.  Investigators 
participate with industry in providing a patient 
base on which to measure the efficacy of new 
drugs or devices.  Thus, the broader community 
of investigators has a stake in the outcome of the 
development program.  The statistician must 
ensure that the dissemination of results to this 
group is couched in terms that are meaningful at 
the practitioner level.  Again, the statistician will 
most likely not be the person responsible for the 
direct communication of the statistical outcomes 
and interpretation of the results of the clinical 
studies.  Often, this communication takes the form 
of presentations given at professional meetings or 
manuscripts published at a future date.  
Therefore, the statistician has yet another, often 
unseen, client who will be making decisions 
based on the analysis strategies they develop and 
execute.   

The definition of the “client” can be 
markedly different in the academic and industry 
settings.  In either setting, the statistician must be 
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able to anticipate client needs and develop 
strategic and efficient analysis plans.  However, in 
an industry setting, the statistician has the added 
challenge of designing studies that have utility for 
clients that are often unseen.  
 

THE GUIDELINES - HOW 

In an academic research setting, the statistician 
must ensure that guidelines set forth by the 
governing human subjects review bodies (i.e. 
institutional review boards) are adhered to and 
statistical issues that may have an impact on 
study subjects are adequately addressed.  Sound 
statistical principals must be followed and, in the 
case of applications for funded research, must 
meet the standard of a rigorous statistical and 
content review by the funding agency review 
panel. The statistician is very often the one in 
charge of establishing the criteria by which the 
study design and statistical analysis will be 
assessed.  

In the industry setting, however, 
numerous guidelines must be adhered to and 
there is often little to no room for deviation from 
these established guidelines.  Internal guidance 
that includes standard operating procedures and 
working practices within the statistics unit must be 
followed.  In the case of studies that will be 
submitted in pursuit of U.S. regulatory approvals, 
there is specific guidance that will govern the 
statistical aspects of a regulatory submission.  
International guidelines regarding statistical 
analyses exist and must be considered in the 
larger development scheme when planning and 
analyzing clinical trials. 

Thus, while both academic and industry 
statisticians must follow sound statistical 
principles, the very nature of drug and device 
development dictates that uniform standards and 
practices be established to maintain the integrity 
of the development process.  International 
guidance regarding treatment of human subjects 
involved in clinical studies must be followed.  This 
adds an added level of complexity to the job of the 
statistician in industry. 

When the statistician in an academic 
research setting completes an analysis or a 
consult, the immediate deliverables often consist 
of a set of statistical outputs (graphical and/or 
tabular) and/or perhaps a brief report 
summarizing the results of the analysis 
performed.  The hope is that this analysis will 
result in the publication of a manuscript or 
development of a poster in which the results of 
the study are highlighted.  In the ideal situation, 

the statistician will work directly with the 
investigator in a collaborative manner to provide 
the specific text and formatting required for these 
outputs.  In the case of a funded study, the 
statistician contributes to the final reports 
summarizing report findings.  The responsibility 
for the communication of guidance governing the 
reporting and dissemination of study results falls, 
in large part, within the scope of the study team 
and/or the funding agency. 

Similarly, in an industry setting, there are 
deliverables associated with the statistical 
analysis efforts.  However, there are also strict 
internal and external guideline governing the 
format and contents of the statistical reporting.  
These guidelines are designed to provide a clear 
and complete picture of the clinical study.  
Regulatory agencies, as well as internal decision 
makers, require specific and complete information 
to enable them to make critical decisions 
regarding the approval of a specific drug or 
device.  Each patient must be fully accounted for 
and a full and complete profile and assessment of 
product safety must be disclosed.  This amounts 
to a heightened level of accountability for the 
statistician as well as the project team.  Here is 
yet another set of parameters defining how the 
statistician manages, analyzes and disseminates 
study data.   

The manner in which the statistician 
performs their job is extremely important in both 
settings.  However, in the industry setting, there is 
defined set of necessary parameters within which 
the statistician must operate.   

 
CONCLUSION 

The observations shared in this article are derived 
from my own personal experiences in both the 
academic and pharmaceutical settings.  
Admittedly, I have been afforded a unique 
opportunity to practice my craft in two very similar, 
yet very different settings.  With respect to a 
personal preference, I am not convinced I have 
determined that one setting rates above the other.  
As a statistician, my training enables and equips 
me to provide a valuable and necessary 
contribution across disciplines and environments.   

I would encourage those students who 
are considering where their place will be with 
respect to an academic career versus a career in 
industry to not focus solely on the setting in which 
they will work.  Rather, I would encourage young 
statisticians to focus on the unique contribution 
their training has equipped them to make to the 
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research process in general, regardless of the 
setting. 

Disclaimer 
The opinions expressed in this article are solely 
those of the author and are not meant to 
represent those of any specific corporate or 
academic entity. 

    
 

From the Book Review 
Column Editor 

 
Robert Oster, PhD 

University of Alabama at Birmingham  
 

Spring 2003 Update and Highlight of Book 
Reviews from Recent  

Issues of JASA 
 
Update on Book Reviews 

                       
nfortunately, I was not able to find anyone 
to write a full-length book review for this 
issue of the newsletter.  However, I have 

received a few suggestions for books that section 
members would like to see reviewed in this 
column.  Keep those suggestions coming!  In 
addition, if you would like to write a book review or 
know of another section member who is 
interested in writing a book review, please contact 
me.  Your participation in writing book reviews is 
encouraged!  Guidelines for book reviews 
appeared in the July 2001 and Fall 2001 issues of 
the TSHS newsletter.  All book reviews, 
suggestions of books for review, and suggestions 
for book reviewers should be sent directly to me 
via e-mail at oster@uab.edu or via fax at 205-975-
7453. 
 As I mentioned in my fall 2002 column, if 
you are considering adopting a book for a course, 
do not have a copy of that book in your 
possession, and are willing to write a book review 
for this newsletter and send a copy of the review 
to the book publisher, I may be able to have the 
publisher send you a complimentary copy of the 
book with no strings attached (other than writing 
the book review).  Most publishers are eager to 
have their books reviewed. 
 This month, I am highlighting book 
reviews appearing in recent issues of JASA 
(Journal of the American Statistical Association).  
In the Fall 2001 issue of this newsletter, I 

highlighted book reviews appearing in the 2000 
and 2001 issues of JASA (up through September 
2001).  For this issue of the newsletter, the issues 
of JASA that I looked at began with the December 
2001 issue and concluded with the March 2003 
issue.  In future issues of this newsletter, I will 
continue to highlight book reviews appearing in 
recent issues of statistical journals. 
 

Highlight of Book Reviews from Recent 
Issues of JASA 

 
This month, I am highlighting 14 detailed 

book reviews (and therefore, 14 books) that may 
be of interest to TSHS members.  These book 
reviews examine books that could be used either 
for teaching or consulting (or both) purposes.  
Note that I am not necessarily recommending that 
section members adopt these books for 
classroom or personal use; the decision on book 
adoption is left up to individual members.  I have 
added some of my own comments after listing the 
specific book reviews. 
 
1. Modeling Survival Data: Extending the Cox 
Model, by T.M. Therneau and P.M. Grambsch, 
Springer-Verlag, 2000, reviewed by R.J. Gray, 
March 2002, pp. 353-354. 
 
2. Statistical Methods for Clinical Trials, by M.X. 
Norleans, Marcel Dekker, 2001, reviewed by A.D. 
Horne, March 2002, pp. 356-357. 
 
3. Medical Biostatistics, by A. Indrayan and S.B. 
Sarmukaddam, Marcel Dekker, 2001, reviewed by 
J. Zalkikar, June 2002, pp. 650-651. 
 
4. An Introduction to Randomized Controlled 
Clinical Trials, by J.N.S. Matthews, Oxford 
University Press, 2000, reviewed by C.B. Borkowf, 
June 2002, p. 651. 
 
5. Analysis of the Pretest-Posttest Designs, by 
P.L. Bonate, Chapman and Hall / CRC, 2000, 
reviewed by R.V. Lenth, June 2002, pp. 654-655. 
 
6. The Theory of the Design of Experiments, by 
D.R. Cox and N. Reid, Chapman and Hall / CRC, 
2000, reviewed by R.V. Lenth, September 2002, 
p. 924. 
 
7. Applying and Interpreting Statistics, A 
Comprehensive Guide (2nd ed.), by G. 
McPherson, Springer-Verlag, 2001, reviewed by 
N. Rogness, September 2002, pp. 926-927. 
 

U 
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8. Analysis of Messy Data, Vol. III: Analysis of 
Covariance, by G.A. Milliken and D.E. Johnson, 
Chapman and Hall / CRC, 2002, reviewed by K. 
Koehler, December 2002, pp. 1206-1207. 
 
9. Observational Studies (2nd ed.), by P.R. 
Rosenbaum, Springer-Verlag, 2002, reviewed by 
P.C. Wollan, December 2002, p. 1207. 
 
10. Health & Numbers: A Problems-Based 
Introduction to Biostatistics (2nd ed.), by C.T. Le, 
Wiley, 2001, reviewed by M. Peruggia, December 
2002, p. 1217. 
 
11. Statistical Methods for the Analysis of 
Repeated Measurements, by C. S. Davis, 
Springer- Verlag, 2002, reviewed by M. L. 
Moeschberger, March 2003, pp. 248-249. 
 
12. Concise Handbook of Experimental Methods 
for the Behavioral and Biological Sciences, by 
J.E. Gould, CRC Press, 2002, reviewed by C.M. 
Anderson-Cook, March 2003, p. 249. 
 
13. Biostatistical Methods in Epidemiology, by 
S.C. Newman, Wiley, 2001, reviewed by S. Duval, 
March 2003, p. 251. 
 
14. Nonlinear Models in Medical Statistics, by J.K. 
Lindsey, Oxford University Press, 2001, reviewed 
by T. Gasser, March 2003, pp. 251-252. 
 
 I believe that each of these books 
appears to be oriented at those whom TSHS 
members teach or consult with.  In the table 
below, I have stated what the intended audience 
is for each book and my perception of the tone of 
the corresponding book review. 
 
Book     Intended Audience & Tone of Review 
 
#1         Practicing statisticians with experience in 

survival analysis; Mostly Positive 
 
#2         Primarily, non-statisticians; secondarily,  

applied statisticians and data analysts; 
             Mostly Negative 
 
#3 Medical and health professionals, medical 

and health science students;                
Mostly Positive 

 
#4 Clinical researchers, medical and health 

science students, statistics students; 
             Mostly Positive 
 

#5 Non-statisticians; Mostly Positive 
 
#6 Readers “concerned with statistics in 

experimental fields and with some 
knowledge and interest in theoretical 
issues”; Somewhat Positive 

 
#7        Practicing statistical consultants, graduate  

students, researchers; Positive 
 
 #8 Graduate students (of all types) with 
some 

background in statistics;                
Somewhat Positive 

 
#9 Practicing statisticians, “young” 

statisticians; Mixed (neither positive nor 
negative) 

 
#10 Health science students; Mixed (neither 

positive nor negative) 
 
#11      Graduate statistics students and graduate 

health science students with some 
background in statistics; Positive 

 
#12 Practitioners (researchers) who design 

experiments; Somewhat Positive 
 
#13 Epidemiology and biostatistics graduate 

students; Positive 
 
#14 Practitioners (researchers) with a good 

background in statistics;               
Somewhat Positive 

 
I hope that this table is helpful to you. 
 
 I am interested in hearing any 
experiences, positive or negative, that you may 
have had with any of the above books or with any 
books that I highlighted in previous issues of this 
newsletter.  I would like to summarize any such 
experiences in my column in future issues of this 
newsletter.                 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Due to an oversight on my part, the following 
column was inadvertently omitted from the Fall 
2002 issue of the newsletter.  It is presented 
here in its entirety, with a few minor changes. 
 

From the Book Review 
Column Editor 
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Robert Oster, PhD 

University of Alabama at Birmingham  
 

Fall 2002 Update and Highlight of Book 
Reviews from The American Statistician 
 
Update on Book Reviews 
 

n the Fall 2002 issue of this newsletter, I 
reviewed the book “Publishing Your Medical 
Research Paper: What They Don’t Teach 

You In Medical School”, authored by Daniel W. 
Byrne.  Mr. Byrne, who is a TSHS member, 
specifically asked that his book be reviewed in 
this newsletter; he was also kind enough to 
provide me with a copy of the book.  I encourage 
you to read this book review. 

In this issue, I will be highlighting book 
reviews appearing in recent issues of The 
American Statistician.  In future issues of this 
newsletter, I will continue to highlight book 
reviews appearing in recent issues of statistical 
journals. 
 
Highlight of Book Reviews from Recent Issues 

of The American Statistician 
 

 This month, I am highlighting 4 detailed 
book reviews (and therefore, 4 books) that may 
be of interest to TSHS members.  The number of 
highlighted books is smaller than that in prior 
issues of this newsletter due to the following:  
there are fewer book reviews appearing in The 
American Statistician than in Biometrics or JASA; 
and book reviews appearing in The American 
Statistician are generally more oriented to books 
for undergraduate students, and to books for 
engineering, behavioral, and social science 
students (undergraduate and graduate).  As 
usual, these book reviews examine books that 
could be used either for teaching or consulting (or 
both) purposes.  Note that I am not necessarily 
recommending that section members adopt these 
books for classroom or personal use; the decision 
on book adoption is left up to individual members.  
I will add some of my own comments after listing 
the specific book reviews. 
 
1.  The Statistical Sleuth, by F.L. Ramsey and 
D.W. Schafer, Duxbury Press, 1996, reviewed by 
G.W. Cobb, February 2000, pp. 78-81. 
 
2.  Revealing Statistical Principles, by J.K. 

Lindsey, Arnold / Oxford University Press, 1999, 
reviewed by A. Schaffner, August 2000, p. 225. 
 
3.  Introduction to Design and Analysis of 
Experiments, by G.W. Cobb, Springer-Verlag, 
1998, reviewed by R.V. Lenth, February 2001, pp. 
80-81. 
 
4.  A First Course in the Design of Experiments: A 
Linear Models Approach, by D.W. Weber and J.H. 
Skillings, Chapman & Hall / CRC Press, 2000, 
reviewed by R.V. Lenth, November 2001, p. 370. 
 
 I believe that each of these books 
appears to be oriented at those whom we (TSHS 
members) teach or consult with.  Note that one of 
these books, #2, was included in my most recent 
column with a review cited from Biometrics; it is 
included here with a review cited from The 
American Statistician because the tone of the 
book review is different than that which appeared 
in Biometrics. 
 In the table below, I have stated what the 
intended audience is for each book and my 
perception of the tone of the corresponding book 
review. 
 
Book     Intended Audience & Tone of Review 
 
#1        Graduate students in service courses and 

non-statisticians – text is intended for a 
second course in statistics; 

              Mostly Positive 
 
#2        Organizers of research studies who have 

little or no statistical knowledge;               
Mixed (neither positive nor negative) 

 
#3 Graduate students in service courses with 

no previous background in statistics; 
             Somewhat Positive 
 
#4 Graduate students in statistics or an 

experimental science; Somewhat 
Negative 

 
I hope that you will find this table helpful. 
 
 I am interested in hearing any 
experiences, positive or negative, that you may 
have had with any of the above books.  I intend to 
summarize any such experiences in my column in 
future issues of this newsletter.    
 
 
 

I 
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A Peek at JSM 2003 
 

Cynthia R. Long 
JSM 2003 Program Chair 

 
  

he JSM 2003 program is set. Our Section 
has one invited session, two contributed 
paper sessions, a couple of contributed 

posters, and we are sponsoring a CE course. The 
online program will be available on the ASA 
website in May. 

Our invited session includes Chuck 
McCulloch (UCSF), Dalene Stangl (Duke), Bob 
Stephenson (Iowa State University) and Skip 
Woolson (Medical University of South Carolina) 
discussing ways to incorporate modern methods 
into the courses we teach for health care 
professionals. Specifically, Chuck McCulloch will 
talk on “Challenges in a Modern Regression 
Course,” followed by Dalene Stangl on “Do's and 
Don'ts of Teaching Bayesian Methods to 
Healthcare Professionals” and Bob Stephenson 
on “Resampling Methods: Not Just for 
Statisticians Anymore.” Skip Woolson will 
summarize the overall recommendations of the 
speakers and facilitate discussion among the 
speakers and the audience.   

We have two full contributed paper 
sessions. “Issues and Opportunities in the 
Teaching of Statistics in the Health and 
Behavioral Sciences” includes topics such as an 
international perspective on this subject, 
restructuring courses within a medical curriculum, 
applications of historical health reports in 
epidemiology, and evaluating research reports in 
the health care literature. “Innovative Uses of  
Statistical Designs and Methods in the Health 
Sciences” covers many interesting applications 
including restricted cubic spline modeling, a 
Bayesian bridge between probability and 
fuzziness, comparison of parametric and non-
parametric approaches to bootstrapping a health-
related index, and design issues in ecological 
data studies.  

Finally, we are sponsoring the CE Course 
“Sample Size Analysis in Study Planning”  
taught by Ralph O’Brien (Cleveland Clinic  
 
Foundation) and John Castelloe (SAS). The 
course has been popular when offered in previous 
years. Although it will be in much the same 
format, material continues to be added. In 
particular this year, John Castelloe will present on 
using SAS tools to perform sample size analysis 
to complement the material presented by Ralph. 
JSM and CE registration begins on May 1. 

As you can see, we’ve got an exciting 
program. We have also co-sponsored several 
other invited and topic contributed sessions that 
biostatistical educators and consultants may find 
interesting. Look to the online program (and the 
summer newsletter) for further JSM information. 

              

 
 
From the Editor:  
Stephen Looney   
 

want to apologize to all of the members of 
TSHS for the 5-month delay in mailing the 
Fall 2002 issue of the newsletter to you.  For 

the first time, we tried to produce the newsletter 
entirely on our own (photocopying, addressing, 
mailing, etc.).  It turned out to be a comedy of 
errors, with the long delay resulting from a 
combination of several factors, including non-
cooperative copy machines, poor communication 
with the U.S. Postal Service, and 
misunderstandings about how to use postage 
paid permits.  I believe that we have now ironed 
out all the bugs.  I want to say a special thank-you 
to Rachel Cummins, my assistant at the University 
of Louisville, without whom the Fall 2002 issue 
would never have been distributed to our 
members.         ` 
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2003 Section Officers for TSHS 
 
Chair   James Leeper  (205) 348-1355  jleeper@cchs.ua.edu 
Past Chair  Todd Nick  (601) 984-6313  tnick@shrp.umsmed.edu 
Chair-Elect  Robert Oster  (205) 934-5165  oster@uab.edu 
Program Chair  Cynthia Long  (319) 884-5157  long_c@palmer.edu 
Program Chair-Elect Brent Shelton  (205) 934-4920  bshelton@uab.edu 
Publications Officer Richard Ittenbach (215) 590-5943              ittenbach@email.chop.edu 
Newsletter Editor Stephen Looney (504) 568-8083              sloone@lsuhsc.edu 
Secretary-Treas. Naomi Fineberg  (317) 274-4334  nfineber @ iupui.edu 
Council of Sections Rep. Ralph O’Brien  (216) 445-9451  robrien@bio.ri.ccf.org 
ASA Staff Liaison Madge Haven  (703) 684-1221  madge@amstat.org 
    William B. Smith (703) 684-1221  williambsmith@amstat.org 
 
 
 
 
 
A BIG pat on the back for these deserving statisticians . . . 
 
TSHS Chair – 2004: Bob Oster, University of Alabama - Birmingham 
TSHS Program Chair - 2004:  Brent Shelton, University of Alabama - Birmingham 
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