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he 2002 Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM) are 
only four months away. If you haven't reserved 
a room at the Hilton or Sheraton yet, I suggest 

booking accomodations online at ASA 
(http://www.amstat.org).  Beginning in May, don't 
forget to register online for the meetings.  The online 
program was made available April 1st and authors 
have until May 1st to make changes. 

The Program Chair, Walter Ambrosius, and 
Program Chair-Elect, Cyndy Long, have been busy 
planning an exciting agenda for the upcoming 
meetings.  (See their articles elsewhere in this 
newsletter.) Many thanks to all who contributed to 
planning the TSHS program.  If you would like to help 
out with the 2003 San Francisco meeting, please 
contact me or Cyndy.  Start thinking about potential 
topics for presentations and proposals for sessions.  

My top priorities as chair will be to abide by 
our charter and to fulfill the objectives listed in our 
mission statement.  Specifically, I would like to 
increase the exchanges of resources / ideas among 
the TSHS members.  The purpose of the Section is 
to facilitate communication and joint activities among 
professionals interested in teaching statistical 
methods and concepts to persons in the health 
sciences. Please see the section's web site for 
specific section functions listed in our charter and 
the objectives in our mission statement 
(http://www.bio.ri.ccf.org/ASA_TSHS/). I encourage 
all members to peruse our web site, which is 
considerately maintained by Ralph O'Brien.  Please 
send us your comments by either using the hyperlink 
"Feedback and Questions" or by contacting me or 
one of the other officers.  If you would like to be 
included in any future e-mails sent by our section, 
please add your e-mail address to the Members Only 
Section at Amstat Online.     

If you have any thoughts or suggestions to 
help our section meet its objectives, I invite you to 
share those with me.  I look forward to serving you, 

the members, and seeing you in New York City at 
our section's talks, luncheons, workshops, and the 
business meeting / mixer in August.            Ä 

              
 
 
 

Teaching Biostatistics in Sweden 

Harry Khamis 
Statistical Consulting Center 

Wright State University 
  

n calendar years 1999-2000 I arranged for a 
two-year leave of absence from Wright State 
University to assume a visiting professorship in 

the Department of Information Science, Division of 
Statistics at Uppsala University in Sweden.  The 
primary focus of the position was the teaching of 
biostatistics courses in a unique university-industry 
collaboration.  I would like to describe my 
experiences of these two years. 
 Uppsala is the fourth largest city in 
Sweden but feels like a small college town.  One 
can walk to most anywhere one wishes to go in 
Uppsala.  It’s a very historical city, with a castle 
built in the 1600s, a university built in the 1400s, 
and a cathedral built in the 1200s.  Uppsala 
University, the oldest university in the Scandinavian 
countries, was established in 1477.  Two familiar 
names of professors from Uppsala University are 
Carolus Linnaeus (father of taxonomy), 1707 – 
1778, and Anders Celsius (temperature scale), 
1701 – 1744.  Linnaeus’ gardens are still cared for 
and are open to the public every summer.  The 
building which housed Celsius’ observatory is 
located in a shopping area in the middle of Uppsala 
and is now a jewelry shop.  Two names from the 
Division of Statistics at the university which may be 
familiar to statisticians are Herman Wold (known 
for his work in time series analysis and partial least 
squares), 1908 - 1992 and Karl Jareskog (developer 
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of structural equation modeling), who retired just 
last year. 
 Uppsala and Stockholm Universities entered 
into an arrangement with Pharmacia-Upjohn and 
Astra-Arcus pharmaceuticals whereby one faculty 
member at each of the two universities would teach 
advanced undergraduate/graduate level courses in 
biostatistics and provide 50 hours per year per 
faculty member of consulting service to the two 
pharmaceutical firms.  In return, the pharmaceutical 
firms provided funding for the partial faculty positions 
(it should be mentioned here that students do not 
pay tuition at universities in Sweden).  I was the 
designated faculty member at Uppsala University, 
with responsibilities shared between (1) teaching 
biostatistics courses through the arrangement 
described above and (2) teaching other courses and 
performing consulting duties for the Department of 
Information Science, Division of Statistics.  Half of 
my salary was paid by the pharmaceutical firms and 
half by the Division of Statistics.  The basis of this 
arrangement was a desire on the part of the 
pharmaceutical firms to raise the general statistical 
expertise of their employees and potential future 
employees.   

I was hired to serve as the Uppsala contact 
faculty member for the first two years of the 
arrangement.  At the end of the two-year period the 
steering committee, composed of (1) a combination 
of Uppsala and Stockholm University faculty and (2) 
officials from the two pharmaceutical firms, would 
determine if they wished to continue the 
arrangement.  If they decided to continue, then 
Uppsala University would hire a permanent faculty 
member to replace me.  I can report now that the 
steering committee has decided to continue the 
arrangement, and considers the first two years to 
have been quite successful.  Only two changes were 
made after the first two years of the arrangement:  (1) 
elimination of the 50-hour-per-year consulting 
component because of under-use, and (2) 
replacement of one of the courses with another 
course.   
 The program consists of six biostatistics 
courses taught in a rotating fashion without overlap.  
The three courses taught at Uppsala University are 
Bayesian Methods, Survival Analysis, and Clinical 
Trials.  The three taught at Stockholm University 
are Epidemiology, Graphical Models, and Repeated 
Measures Design and Analysis.  At the time of my 
departure there was a decision to replace Graphical 
Models with a course in Generalized Linear 
Models.  Pamphlets in both English and Swedish 

were published and webpages were constructed.  
The English-language webpage is located at  

http://www.matematik.su.se/matstat/und/broschyr/eng.pdf 

If you cannot open this page, go to the site 
www.adobe.com and get Acrobat Reader.   

The actual teaching of the biostatistics 
courses was thoroughly enjoyable because of the 
motivation and interest on the part of the students.  
However, there was a challenge in presenting the 
material because the prerequisites for the courses 
were a bit vague and not rigidly adhered to.  I 
believe this is due to (1) the fact that these were 
new courses, and not part of the well-established 
course inventory, where prerequisites are well-
known and enforced, and (2) the desire to make 
these courses available to as many students and 
pharmaceutical employees as possible.  This made 
it a bit difficult to know where to pitch the course, 
however the students with weak backgrounds 
seemed to take it all in stride.  Generally, the 
courses were intended to be aimed at students 
who “have read at least 40 credits” in statistics – 
this loosely corresponds to 40 weeks of statistics 
courses.  However, as I indicated above, not all 
students had this background.  I taught one course 
each semester; the course met once a week for 
three hours (with breaks) for an eight-week period.  
A similar procedure was followed in Stockholm in 
such a way that the courses did not overlap.  This 
schedule was convenient given that Stockholm 
students had to take the train to Uppsala to attend 
my class (about a 40-minute trip), and similarly the 
Uppsala students had to travel to Stockholm for the 
courses offered there.   
 The courses typically consisted of lectures 
and homework, but the course grade for the 
student depended almost exclusively on the four-
hour final exam (“tentamen”), for which the student 
received a pass with distinction (väl godkänd), a 
pass (“godkänd”), or a failure (“underkänd”).  If a 
student fails the course, he/she may take another 
exam (“omtentamen”) without retaking the course.  
The average number of students who took and 
successfully completed these courses during my 
two-year stay was 15; this is higher than the 
average number of students who take other 
statistics courses at a comparable level at Uppsala 
University. 

During my stay there, the university paid 
for my membership in the Swedish Statistical 
Society and even for Swedish language lessons.  I 
taught in English, and felt that this might be a 
detriment to my teaching effectiveness because of 
the students’ inability to understand everything I 
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said.  However, all Swedes begin learning English 
at grade three or four and continue through high 
school.  That, in addition to the fact that many of 
the television programs and movies in Sweden are 
American (with Swedish subtitles), makes them 
truly bilingual.  In fact, many of the students 
enjoyed the opportunity to converse in “real” 
American English. 

The experience of living, teaching 
biostatistics, and engaging in other statistical 
activities in a foreign country was tremendously 
rewarding.  The kindness and generosity of my 
colleagues and others in Sweden played perhaps the 
biggest part in making the experience rewarding.  
But having the opportunity to teach biostatistics in an 
environment where the need is known and 
appreciated, and where the resources necessary to 
address the need are developed in a collaborative 
way between the universities and the pharmaceutical 
firms, was very gratifying.  Because of my 
experiences in Sweden, I have returned to Wright 
State University a better biostatistician than when I 
left.           Ä 
 

 
 

Basic & Clinical Biostatistics 
3rd Edition 

 
 Beth Dawson and 

Robert G.Trapp 
Lange Medical Books/McGraw-Hill  

2001 
 

Reviewer:  L. Jane Goldsmith, PhD Dept. 
of  Family & Community Medicine 

University of Louisville 
 

n spring 2001 I reviewed Basic & Clinical 
Biostatistics, 2nd Edition in this newsletter.  I 
was chagrinned to learn that the new 3rd 

Edition had just come out when we went to press.  
The 3rd Edition is also an excellent text.  Like its 
predecessors, its strength is in the authentic 
examples taken from the medical literature.  The 
examples are so important and real that, in this 
edition, the authors have felt compelled to add a 
disclaimer inside the front cover, warning readers to 
obtain the latest dosing information from the most 

recent medical literature or drug inserts rather than 
from this statistics text. 

The text is still a very good place to learn 
statistics, with the advantages I mentioned before: 
1. Small size (7” by 10” by .5”) and relatively low 
price ($44.95). 
2. Medically interesting examples, as described 
above. 
3. Diverse examples of graphs and guidelines for 
proper reporting of descriptive statistics in the 
medical literature. 
4. Bold highlighting of important terms, with a 
glossary in the back of the book. 
5. Somewhat self-contained chapters. 
6. Very strong treatment of diagnostic tests and 
medical decision making. 
7. Usage in many medical schools. 

Some of the few problems I found in the 
2nd Edition have been eliminated or alleviated: 
1. Typographical errors involving indexing in 
ANOVA formulas and hypotheses in regression 
have been corrected. 
2.  Sketchy material on comparing risks has been 
expanded in this edition.   
3.  Power analysis examples have been added. 

The most important enhancement is the 
inclusion of NCSS  (Number Cruncher 
Statististical Systems) and PASS (Power and 
Sample Size) software on a CD attached to the 
inside back cover of the book.  The CD also 
includes data for problems in the text.   

An improvement I appreciate is the re-
organization of some topics: 
Chapter 5 discusses one-group questions, Chapter 
6 covers two-group questions, and Chapter 7 treats 
k-group questions (k>2).  A web site 
(http://www.clinicalbiostatistics.com) is available for 
updates, errata, and other items of interest.  In 
“Why this text,” the authors offer an interesting 
summary of their philosophy and motivation.  They 
make particular mention of the improved discussion 
of evidence-based medicine, meta-analysis, and 
multivariate methods.  

I am sad to report that I found it impossible 
to incorporate usage of the NCSS  and PASS 
computer programs into our medical school course 
in Fall 2001.  I am hoping that this will become 
feasible in the future.  It will necessitate increased 
classroom hours devoted to biostatistics (an uphill 
battle sometimes), arrangements for increased 
computer access for all students, and a major 
reorganization of our course.  This will be a goal for 
us at our medical school if emphasis is placed 
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upon teaching data analysis rather than 
interpretation of the medical literature. 

In summary, Basic & Clinical Biostatistics,  
in its 3rd edition, remains an excellent text.  
Enhancements incorporate new ideas and 
methodologies and valuable computer software.  I 
enjoy using this book in the classroom and in my 
consulting practice.  I also enjoyed reviewing it and 
hope that my comments are helpful to my 
colleagues teaching statistics in the health 
sciences.                
Ä 

 

From the Book Review 
Column Editor 

 
Robert Oster, PhD 

University of Alabama at Birmingham  
 

Spring 2002 Update and Highlight of 
Book Reviews from Biometrics   

                         
n the spring 2001 issue of this newsletter, Jane 
Goldsmith reviewed the 2nd edition of “Basic & 
Clinical Biostatistics”, authored by Beth Dawson 

and Robert G. Trapp.  Shortly after completing her 
review, the 3rd edition of this book became available.  
Elsewhere in this issue, Jane updates her prior 
review for the 3rd edition of this book. 
 If you would like to write a book review, know 
of another section member who is interested in 
writing a book review, or have suggestions on books 
that you would like to see reviewed, please contact 
me.  Guidelines for book reviews appeared in the 
Summer 2001 and Fall 2001 issues of the TSHS 
newsletter.  All book reviews, suggestions of books 
for review, and suggestions for book reviewers should 
be sent directly to me via e-mail at oster@uab.edu or 
via fax at 205-975-7453. 
 This month, I will be highlighting book 
reviews appearing in recent issues of Biometrics.  In 
a future issue, I will highlight book reviews appearing 
in recent issues of The American Statistician.   

 
Highlights of Book Reviews from 

Recent Issues of Biometrics 
 
 This month, I am highlighting 13 detailed 
book reviews (and therefore, 13 books) that may be 
of interest to TSHS members.  These book reviews 

examine books that could be used either for 
teaching or consulting (or both).  Note that I am not 
necessarily recommending that section members 
adopt these books for classroom or personal use; 
the decision on book adoption is left up to individual 
members.  I will add some of my own comments 
after listing the specific book reviews. 
1. Revealing Statistical Principles by J.K. Lindsey, 
Arnold, 1999, reviewed by C.D. Kemp and A.W. 
Kemp, March 2000, p. 323. 
2. Statistical Methods for Health Sciences, 2nd 
edition, by M.M. Shoukri and C.A. Pause, CRC 
Press, 1999, reviewed by D. Howel, June 2000, pp. 
647-648. 
3.  Statistics in Medicine by R.H. Riffenburgh, 
Academic Press, 1999, reviewed by R. G. 
Newcombe, September 2000, pp.  963-964. 
4.  A Course in Categorical Data Analysis, by 
Thomas Leonard, Chapman & Hall / CRC, 2000,  
reviewed by C.B. Borkowf, December 2000, pp. 
1285-1286. 
5. Basic Statistics and Pharmaceutical 
Applications, by J.E. De Muth, Marcel Dekker, 
1999, reviewed by R.E. Kempson, December 2000, 
pp. 1290-1291. 
6. Statistical Analysis of Medical Data: New 
Developments, by B.S. Everitt and G. Dunn, 
Arnold, 1998, reviewed by P.J. Solomon, March 
2001, pp. 327-328. 
7. Models for Repeated Measurements, by J.K. 
Lindsey, Oxford, 1999, reviewed by J.S. Fenlon, 
March 2001, pp. 319-320. 
8. An Introduction to Medical Statistics, 3rd ed., by  
M. Bland, Oxford, 2000, reviewed by M.S. Ridout, 
March 2001, pp. 329-330. 
9. Statistical Questions in Evidence Based 
Medicine by M. Bland and J. Peacock, Oxford, 
2000, reviewed by M.S. Ridout, June 2001, pp. 
649-650. 
10. Medical Statistics at a Glance by A. Petrie and 
C. Sabin, Blackwell Science Ltd., 2000, reviewed 
by M.S. Ridout, June 2001, p. 652. 
11. Modeling Survival Data: Extending the Cox 
Model by T.M. Therneau and P.M. Grambsch, 
Springer, 2000, reviewed by V. Farewell, June 
2001, pp. 652-653. 
12. An Introduction to Randomized Controlled 
Clinical Trials, by  J.N.S. Matthews, Arnold, 2000, 
reviewed by M.S. Ridout, June 2001, p. 655. 
13. Analysis of Pretest-Posttest Designs, by P.L. 
Bonate, Chapman & Hall / CRC, 2000, reviewed by  
A.P. Grieve, September 2001, p. 985. 
 A few of these book reviews are more 
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negative than positive.  However, I believe that we 
should not separate ourselves from books aimed at 
those whom we teach or consult with, since we 
need to understand the approaches which are 
being proposed in these books.  Thus, we need to 
be informed about books that are aimed at those 
whom we teach or consult with, even if some of 
these books are not well written, contain errors, or 
provide overly simplistic or overly complex 
explanations. 
 In the table below, I have stated what the 
intended audience is for each book and my 
perception of the tone of the corresponding book 
review. 
 
Book     Intended Audience & Tone of Review     
#1 Organizers of research studies who 

have little or no statistical knowledge;                               
Positive 

 #2 Non-statisticians, applied health scientists, 
epidemiologists;                                                           
Somewhat Negative 

 #3      Part I of book - health science students 
Part II of book - clinicians;                                              
Mostly Negative 

#4 Upper-level undergraduate or Master’s 
(health science) students who are not 
statistics majors;              
Mostly Positive 

 #5 Students, scientists, and practitioners in 
medicine and in the pharmaceutical industry;              
Somewhat Positive 

 #6      Graduate students with a solid statistical 
background and practicing applied 
statisticians;             
Mostly Positive 

#7 Graduate students and applied statisticians;                         
Positive 

#8 Non-statisticians interested in the collection 
and analysis of medical data;                                                      
Positive 

#9 Same as for #8 - this book is intended to 
supplement an introductory course in 
medical statistics;                     
Mostly Positive 

#10 Primarily non-statisticians who need to 
access statistical material only 
occasionally;                                  
Positive 

#11 Primarily medical statisticians;                                              
Positive 

 #12 Upper-level undergraduate and graduate  
statistics students;                                                            

Mostly Positive 
#13 Researchers (non-statisticians);                                    

Somewhat Negative 
I hope that you will find this table helpful. 
 I am interested in hearing any experiences, 
positive or negative, that you may have had with 
any of the above books.  I would like to summarize 
these experiences in my column in future issues of 
this newsletter.                
Ä 

 
 

From the Inside Looking Out: 
A Native’s Picks of the Apple 

 
Renee Stolove, M.A., P.T. 

New York Medical College Program in 
Physical Therapy 

 
s JSM is in my hometown this year, I am 
offering my services as a guide to TSHS 
section members. Like many native New 

Yorkers, I am totally unfamiliar with the ‘must see’ 
tourist attractions.  For example, I have never set 
foot in the Empire State Building. The major art 
museums are certain to be listed in your hotel 
room guidebooks so they will not be discussed 
here. They are all very worthwhile to see. 

To follow are some of the places where I 
like to entertain my out of town guests that often do 
not make the Top 10 “must see” lists: 

For those of you who are bringing your 
children, the Bronx Zoo (www.bronxzoo.com) is a 
must see and worth staying an additional day if 
your time allows.  It is a very close second to the 
San Diego Zoo and well worth the one-hour subway 
ride. Located on 256 wooded acres, it features 
outdoor and naturalistic exhibits such as Wild 
Asia, Jungle World, the Himalayan Highlands, 
World of Birds, African Plains, the Baboon 
Reserve, World of Reptiles and World of  Darkness.  
Have dinner at a restaurant in the nearby Arthur 
Avenue neighborhood, which is the Bronx’s Little 
Italy. The Central Park Zoo is more conveniently 
located but pales in comparison. In the event of 
inclement weather, take your children (as well as 
your inner child) to the Museum of  Natural History 
located at 79th Street and Central Park West 
(www.amnh.org).  

A 

JSM 2002 IN NEW YORK  



 6 TSHS 
 

Anyone can find great things at Saks or 
Bloomies for a price, but diehard bargain hunters 
frequent the outlet malls of nearby Secaucus, NJ or 
Woodbury Commons, NY. (My last ‘acquisition’ 
was a Sigrid Olsen cashmere/silk sweater-coat for 
$20!). Secaucus is only 20 minutes west of 
midtown Manhattan by car, but it is a far less 
pleasant place to shop than Woodbury Commons. 
While driving to Secaucus, one can get a good 
whiff of New Jersey’s drug and chemical industries, 
while Woodbury Commons is situated in the 
foothills of New York’s scenic Catskill Mountains. 
Woodbury Commons also has about five times as 
many stores. You really can shop till you drop 
here. I will personally escort as many people as 
can fit into my Integra. Public bus service is also 
available (www.premiumoutlets.com) . 

Located just a short walk from the 
conference (55 west 52 Street), The Museum of 
Television and Radio features an extensive 
collection of audio and video tapes.  It’s a great 
place to spend a few hours viewing the TV shows of 
your “Wonder Years” (www.mtr.org). 

For dinner with entertainment, Café Taci is 
a 10 minute subway or Taxi ride uptown. Located 
near Columbia University at 2841 Broadway and 
110 Street, this bistro features Italian cuisine and a 
good wine bar.  A Jazz quartet is featured on 
Thursday night; Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
are opera nights.  There is no cover or minimum. 
Expect to spend $100 per couple if you are very 
frugal and $150 per couple if you like the wine to 
flow. This is very inexpensive by NYC standards.  

If I may be of further assistance, feel free to 
e-mail me at Renee_Stolove@nymc.edu. See you 
in August!      Ä 
 
 
 
 

PREVIEW OF TSHS PROGRAM 
FOR JSM 2002 

 
Walter  Ambrosius 

Program Chair 2002 
Wake Forest University 

School of Medicine 
   

ur section will have a tremendous presence 
at the upcoming Joint Statistical Meetings.  
We will have one invited paper session, a 

topic contributed panel, a topic contributed paper 

session, a contributed paper session, five 
contributed posters, and six roundtable luncheons.  
This will be, I believe, the largest presence that our 
section has ever had at the JSM.  At this point, I 
want to give you a short preview of our section’s 
sessions. 

Our invited session is entitled “Teaching 
Outside of the Classroom” and will feature three 
talks focusing on the teaching done while advising 
students (Anna Barón, University of Colorado 
Health Services Center), in consulting (Reena 
Deutsch, University of California at San Diego), and 
in training professional scientists (Donna Kowalski 
and Robert Dillard, Pharmacia). 

The topic contributed panel is entitled 
“Leading a Biostatistical Unit at an Academic 
Medical Center: The Good, The Bad, and The 
Ugly.”  Todd Nick (University of Mississippi Medical 
Center) organized this session that features ASA 
Past-President W. Michael O’Fallon (Mayo Clinic).  
Ralph O’Brien (Cleveland Clinic Foundation) and 
Barbara Tilley (Medical University of South 
Carolina) will be discussants. 

Mark Martin (Bayer Diagnostics) organized 
a topic contributed paper session entitled 
“Teaching People to Reason with Numbers in 
Health Care Settings.”  Speakers include Rick 
Ittenbach (The Children's Hospital of Philadephia), 
Lisa Sullivan and Ralph D’Agostino (Boston 
University), Mike Colopy (GlaxoSmithKline), Mark 
Martin, and Fred Djang (Bristol-Myers Squibb). 

We will also have a contributed paper 
session entitled “Issues in Teaching Statistics in 
the Health Sciences.”  The speakers are Harry 
Norton and George Divine (Carolinas Medical 
Center and Henry Ford Health System), Dana 
Quade (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill), 
Gloria Caldito (Louisiana State University Health 
Sciences Center-Shreveport), Stephen Looney 
(University of Louisville School of Medicine), 
Cynthia Long (Palmer Center for Chiropractic 
Research), and Tzu-Cheg Kao and David Cruess 
(Uniformed Services University). 

There are five TSHS posters that will be 
presented in a session of 22 posters.  The TSHS 
presenters are Daniel Byrne, Patrick Arbogast, 
Shiva Gautam, and Robert Dittus (Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center); Andrea Berghold 
(University of Graz); Margaret Peterson (Hospital 
for Special Surgery); L. Jane Goldsmith (University 
of Louisville School of Medicine) and Elizabeth 
Goldsmith (Swarthmore College); and Mark 
Fulcomer (Richard Stockton College and University 
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of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ)), 
Adrienne Headley (UMDNJ), Marcia Sass (Restat 
Systems, Inc.), S. Kriska (Restat Systems, Inc.), 
Katherine Chung (UMDNJ), Jenny Clayton (Richard 
Stockton College), Michelle LaRue (UMDNJ School 
of Public Health), and Michael Holton (Richard 
Stockton College). 

Finally, there will be six roundtable 
luncheons sponsored by TSHS.  Cyndy Long is the 
2003 TSHS Program Chair and organized the 
luncheons. (See her article below.) Topics include 
“Teaching Entry-Level Statistics to Multidisciplinary 
Health Science Graduate Students” (James 
Leeper, University of Alabama), “Teaching 
Statistical Decision-Making to Health Scientists” 
(Robert Hirsch, The George Washington 
University), “The ‘Statistical Considerations’ 
Section for Research Proposals” (Ralph O’Brien, 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation), “Explaining 
‘Bayesian’ to Clinicians: What Should They Know? 
(Dalene Stangl, Duke University), “Teaching 
Statistics in a Biomedical Manufacturing Setting” 
(Wayne Taylor, Taylor Enterprises, Inc.), and 
“Teaching Statistical Methods to Biologists and 
Informaticists in the Genomic Sciences” 
(Emmanuel Lazaridis, International Agency for 
Research on Cancer).   

I would like to thank the organizers of these 
sessions and all of the presenters.  This could not be 
done without all of their hard work.  I hope that you 
and many others will attend the TSHS sessions.  
One final reminder-TSHS will have an award for the 
best invited talk, one for the best contributed paper, 
and one for the best poster.  The audience will be 
asked for an evaluation of the speakers to help make 
these decisions.       Ä  

 

ROUNDTABLE LUNCHEONS AT 
2002 JSM  

 
Cyndy Long 

Program Chair 2003 
Palmer Center for 

Chiropractic Research 
 

he TSHS Section will sponsor 6 Roundtable 
Luncheons at this summer’s JSM. We have a 
variety of roundtable leaders for a variety of 

topics. This is a great opportunity for you to share 

experiences, brainstorm, and learn from colleagues 
with similar interests to your own. In addition, these 
discussions just may provide seeds that will lead to 
ideas for topic contributed paper and panel 
sessions to submit for next summer’s JSM. Three 
roundtable luncheons will be offered on Tuesday, 
August 13 from 12:30 – 2:00 pm and three on 
Wednesday, August 14 from 12:30 – 2:00 pm. 

On Tuesday, Ralph O’Brien will lead a 
session on “The ‘Statistical Considerations’ 
Section for Research Proposals.” Dr. O’Brien is 
in the Department of Biostatistics, Cleveland Clinic 
Foundation, and is familiar to many of us through 
his leadership in the TSHS Section, as well as for 
his collection of SAS macros for sample size 
calculations, “UnifyPow.” His roundtable will focus 
on the ‘Statistical Considerations’ section of 
research proposals. Topics of discussion include: 
What goes into this section? What can you do to 
make it better? How can it be used to foster 
effective collaborations with study investigators? 
This discussion will facilitate session participants 
in recognizing ways they can help help drive 
excellence into the research plan. 

Another Tuesday roundtable is “Teaching 
Entry-level Statistics to Multidisciplinary Health 
Science Graduate Students,” led by James 
Leeper. Dr. Leeper is Professor at the University of 
Alabama (UA) School of Medicine - Tuscaloosa 
Program, Department of Community and Rural 
Medicine. He is also on the faculty of the UA 
Program in Applied Statistics and the UA at 
Birmingham School of Public Health. His teaching 
includes a variety of graduate level courses in 
applied statistics and he is clerkship director for 
rural medicine for third year medical students. He 
has also been very active in the Statistics Section 
of the American Public Health Association.  His 
roundtable will consider the statistical “service” 
courses. Although these are common at both the 
undergraduate and graduate student level, and may 
be offered by faculty from a Department of 
Statistics or by statistically trained faculty in the 
home department of the discipline that the students 
are studying, they are also offered in more complex 
settings. For example, graduate students from a 
variety of health-related majors (e.g., health 
education, nutrition, social work, medical 
anthropology, biology, and medicine/nursing) may 
be pooled together into a single Biostatistics 
course,  This provides additional challenges to the 
instructor in terms of keeping students with varying 
subject backgrounds and level of experience 

T 

JSM 2002 IN NEW YORK  



 8 TSHS 
 
interested in course examples and topics. 
Discussion at this roundtable will focus on 
approaches to these challenges. 

The third Tuesday roundtable is “Teaching 
Statistical Decision-Making to Health 
Scientists,” led by Robert Hirsch. Dr. Hirsch is 
Professor of Epidemiology and Biostatistics at The 
George Washington University. He has been 
teaching statistical methods to health scientists for 
nearly 25 years, including the graduate school at 
NIH, where he has developed a two-semester 
course designed for health researchers, and 
training FDA reviewers and medical officers. As a 
result of this teaching, Dr. Hirsch has authored a 
number of textbooks, including the popular 
Studying a Study and Testing a Test, which 
features flowcharts representing the process of 
selecting appropriate statistical methods. His 
roundtable will deal with the two aspects of 
analyzing research data with which health 
scientists need to become familiar: how to perform 
(or get the computer to perform) and interpret the 
results of a particular method, and how to select 
the appropriate method to analyze a particular set 
of data. Many statisticians are more comfortable 
teaching the former than the latter. One approach 
that has been employed by some teachers is to 
present this process in the form of a decision tree 
or flowchart. The goal of this roundtable is to 
discuss this and other methods for including 
statistical decision-making in courses for health 
scientists. 

On Wednesday, Dalene Stangl will lead a 
roundtable on “Explaining 'Bayesian' to 
Clinicians: What Should They Know?” Dr. 
Stangl is Associate Director of the Institute of 
Statistics and Decision Sciences and Professor of 
the Practice of Statistics and Public Policy at Duke 
University. Her professional interests are Bayesian 
methods and statistical education.  She won ASA's 
1995 Youden Award, teaches in the ASA LearnStat 
program, and serves as Executive Editor for ASA's 
outreach magazine, Chance. She has co-edited 
two books: Bayesian Biostatistics, 1996, Marcel 
Dekker, and Meta-Analysis in Medicine and Health 
Policy, 2000, Marcel Dekker.  
A few of the questions to be addressed at her 
roundtable are: When explaining 'Bayesian' to 
clinicians, where should you begin? How much do 
they really need to know? Is subjective probability 
on the list of concepts to be explained? How about 
conditional probability? How about parameters as 
random variables? Which concepts are crucial and 

which are not? What resources are available to 
help explain the crucial concepts? What works and 
what does not work when teaching clinicians with 
little statistical training? 

Another Wednesday roundtable is “Teaching 
Statistics in a Biomedical Manufacturing 
Setting,” led by Wayne Taylor. Dr. Taylor is the 
founder and chairman of Taylor Enterprises, Inc., 
where he consults and provides training on 
statistics, experimental design, the Six Sigma 
approach and tools, tolerance analysis, SPC, and 
acceptance sampling.  Until he retired in 2000, he 
was Director of Quality Technologies at Baxter 
Healthcare Corporation and was responsible for  

 
Baxter's Six Sigma Engineering program. He is 
also the author of Optimization and Variation  
Reduction in Quality and Guide to Acceptance 
Sampling. His roundtable will focus on the unique 
aspects of teaching statistics in a biomedical 
manufacturing setting, while recognizing how much 
it can draw on from other industries.  Some specific 
issues to be discussed in this roundtable are: 
What topics must be covered that are not 
traditionally taught in other industries? How can 
programs used in other industries, like Six Sigma, 
be adopted to the biomedical industry? What 
structure and resources are needed to support 
such training? 
 The third Wednesday roundtable is 
“Teaching Statistical Methods to Biologists 
and Informaticists in the Genomic Sciences,” 
led by Emmanuel Lazaridis. Dr. Lazaridis has 
recently accepted a position as Chief of the Unit of 
Biostatistics at the International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC), a division of the World 
Health Organization, in Lyon, France. His 
roundtable will deal with statisticians increasingly 
being called upon to participate in collaborative 
projects at the intersection of analysis, 
computation, and molecular biology. The growth of 
such studies – using microarrays, proteomics, and 
other recent laboratory technologies – is resulting 
in new opportunities for instruction and learning, as 
students and researchers of many disciplines are 
seeking to acquire statistical know-how.  
Participants in this roundtable will discuss their 
teaching experiences in such settings with the goal 
of improving the educational outreach of the 
biostatistical field to this interdisciplinary 
population. 

Each Roundtable Luncheon is limited to 
the first 9 registrants, so reserve your spot early!  Ä 
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