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The Latest TSHS News 
Jeffery M. Szychowski, PhD, University of Alabama Birmingham, 2018 Chair 

It is a great time to be a member of the Section on the Teaching of Statistics in the Health 

Sciences!  Between the TSHS Resources Portal, online Webinars, TSHS blog, and the upcoming 

JSM presentations (just to name a few things) we have so much to offer our nearly 600 

members.  

 

This month we successfully hosted our first-ever Webinar, Using the R Commander in Basic 

Statistics Courses, and we thank John Fox for sharing his time and expertise with us.  If you were 

unable to attend the Webinar in person, TSHS members can access the recording for free – a 

benefit of membership! Simply login at amstat.org and visit the TSHS eGroup in the ASA 

Community.  The link is on the right hand side, with the presentation audio starting roughly at 

the 5 minute mark. 

 

ASA elections are underway and we have 2 positions to fill.  I encourage you to review the 

profiles of our very accomplished nominees for Chair-Elect, John Gatta and Laila Poisson, and 

for Council of Sections Representative, Constantine Daskalakis and Jose-Miguel Yamal.  But 

before you submit your ballot, please be sure to review and vote on the revised Section 

Charter.  Thanks to the efforts led by Carol Bigelow, our current TSHS Council of Sections 

Representative, we have simplified and reformatted the document to follow the 

ASA standardized template.  The updated version clearly states objectives and functions of the 

Section; defines the functions, elections/appointments, and terms of the officers; explains the 

composition and roles of committees; and outlines procedures for meetings and 

amendments.  An official vote is required for approval, so please do not skip this item on the 

ballot.    

 

The Program Chair, Kendra Schmid, and Program Chair-Elect, Jacqui Milton, have assembled an 

impressive lineup of presenters for the TSHS-sponsored and co-sponsored sessions at this year’s 

JSM.  See details of those events in their Blog entry.  I thank everyone contributing a talk, poster, 

panel discussion or roundtable.   

 

While at JSM, please be sure to attend the TSHS mixer.  It is an open event and we invite you to 

bring your colleagues along.  It is a great opportunity to meet the Section’s officers and network 

with fellow educators in a relaxed setting.  I hope to see you in Vancouver! 

 

Finally, if you have any suggestions for how to increase TSHS membership, please share them 

with me.  You can reach me at jszychow@uab.edu or through the TSHS general email account 

tshs.asa@gmail.com. 
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Know an awesome teacher? 
Jose-Miguel Yamal, PhD, The University of Texas, Past-chair/Awards Committee Chair 

 

 

It's time to recognize these awesome teachers with one of the two annual TSHS Section awards.  

Nominations are being accepted until May 15 for: 

 The annual Young Investigator Award of $500 recognizes a young investigator who 

shows promise as a statistics educator or in conducting statistics education research in the 

health sciences. 

 The annual Outstanding Teaching Award of $250 recognizes an outstanding statistics 

educator and mentor in the health sciences. 

 

More information, including past recipients, nomination procedures and deadlines, can be found 

on the TSHS website. 

 

Please consider nominating someone (or yourself). The awards will be presented at the TSHS 

Section’s annual business meeting and mixer at JSM in Vancouver in August. 
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Report on TSHS Publications During 2017 
Ann M. Brearley, PhD, University of Minnesota, Publications Officer 

 

The TSHS section-sponsored 

publications since 2000 are 

summarized in the figure above. The 

median over the time period of 

2000-2017 was 7 publications per 

year. 

 

Thank you to all of our contributors 

this year! The 2017 publications are 

listed below.  

 

 

 

 

 

2017 papers from TSHS-primary-sponsored sessions in the JSM Proceedings (2) 

 Deborah Dawson (University of Iowa). “Pacing Through History: Vignettes to Inform, 

Refresh and Motivate.” In JSM Proceedings, Teaching Statistics in the Health Sciences 

Section. Alexandria, VA: American Statistical Association (2017). 

 John A. Dawson (Texas Tech University). “Using a ‘Flipped Classroom’ Approach to 

Teach Applied Statistics to Nutrition and Biotechnology Students Using Blackboard 

Learn™ and R.” In JSM Proceedings, Teaching Statistics in the Health Sciences Section. 

Alexandria, VA: American Statistical Association (2017). 

2017 TSHS newsletter/blog book reviews (1) 

 Melissa Pittard (University of Kentucky), book review of Robert Talbert’s “Flipped 

Learning: A Guide for Higher Education Faculty” (Stylus Publishing, 2017), in the Fall 

2017 issue of the TSHS newsletter (page 8). 

 Want to volunteer? Contact Katy Wright, our book review editor, if you have ideas! 

2017 TSHS newsletter/blog topic articles (0) 

 These articles are written by section members and may describe teaching methods, 

consulting methods, the history of TSHS, or any other topic you think would interest 

other section members. None were published this last year. 

 Want to volunteer? Contact Laila Poisson, our newsletter/blog editor if you have ideas! 
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TSHS Has Something for Everyone at 
JSM2018 
Kendra Schmid, PhD, University of Nebraska Medical Center, 2018 Program Chair 

We are very excited about JSM 2018 in Vancouver, and are glad to be able to provide you with a 

quick look at the great sessions the section will be sponsoring! We will have two invited 

sessions, three topic contributed sessions, one contributed sessions, three round-table 

discussions, as well as speed and poster presentations and several other sessions we are 

cosponsoring. There should be something to fit everyone’s interests and we look forward to 

seeing you at a session (or several)! 

 

Invited Sessions: 

 Building a Computing Age #StatisticsCurriculm for Biomedical Scientists 

 Educational Tools for Causal Inference in the Health Sciences 

 Collaborative Biostatistics: Finding a Happy Medium in Bridging the Gap between 

Theory and Practice (cosponsor) 

 Innovations in Teaching Undergraduate Probability (cosponsor) 

 Staying Statistically Relevant: Keeping your Skills Sharp (cosponsor) 

Topic Contributed Sessions: 

 Leading to Quantitative Literacy 

 Innovative Approaches to Teaching Biostatistics Partially or Fully Online 

 Educating the Government Workforce to Lead with Statistics 

Contributed Session: 

 Challenges and Approaches to Teaching Statistics in the Health Sciences 

Round Table Discussions: 

 Teaching Meta-analysis for Health Scientists 

 Career Advice for Statistics Educators in the Health Sciences 

 DataFests for Reinforcing Concepts, Challenging Students and Creating Community in 

the Health Sciences 
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Secretary/Treasurer's Report (Spring 2018) 
Robert A. Oster, Ph.D., University of Alabama at Birmingham, Secretary/Treasurer 

Following is a brief summary of the November, January, February, and March TSHS executive 

committee meetings (all were conference calls). No conference call was held in December. 

 

Topics discussed during the November 20 meeting included the following: an update on 

potential webinars that TSHS could sponsor; potential topics for TSHS topic contributed sessions 

for JSM 2018; an update on a potential TSHS blog, including the form of this and the logistics 

that are needed to establish this and keep it up to date; the annual section report; the forthcoming 

review of the TSHS charter, which will be voted on by the section members in the 2018 ASA 

elections; a discussion of the 2018 TSHS budget; and an update on the TSHS website. 

 

Topics discussed during the January 8 meeting included the following: the official list of TSHS 

officers for 2018; an update on the TSHS annual report (for 2017) and on the proposed charter 

revisions; an update on a forthcoming TSHS-sponsored webinar; an update on nearly final topics 

and presenters for TSHS topic contributed sessions for JSM 2018; and an announcement of the 

winners of the 2017 Best Contributed Presentation Awards as well as the logistics of getting the 

certificates and cash awards to these award winners. 

 

Topics discussed during the February 12 meeting included the following: an update of the 

logistics of the forthcoming TSHS-sponsored webinar (“Using R Commander in Basic Statistics 

Courses”, to be presented by John Fox); a detailed update of budget and treasury issues, which 

included the clarification of charges from JSM 2017 to our treasury, sponsorships that Stata and 

R Studio agreed to provide to TSHS, and the notifications sent to our Best Contributed 

Presentation Award winners as well as the logistics involved with the award presentations; and a 

detailed update of the TSHS JSM 2018 sessions (invited, topic contributed, and regular 

contributed) and roundtable discussions. 

 

Topics discussed during the March 19 meeting included the following: the TSHS Google/Gmail 

account and specifically the purposes of this account; a recap of the recently completed TSHS-

sponsored webinar, which included a review of the webinar, lessons learned from sponsoring the 

webinar, including the logistics, and costs associated with the webinar; an update on the section 

treasury, including income and expenses; an update on the TSHS JSM 2018 sessions, all of 

which are now finalized; and updates on the spring issue of the newsletter as well as the section 

blog. 

 

Remember, complete sets of all meeting minutes can be found on the TSHS website. 
 

 

  



TSHS News -- Spring 2018    https://tshsblog.wixsite.com/main/blog/tag/Spring2018news 

 Page 6 of 7 

It's a Tie! Best Contributed Presentation 
Award Winners 
Robert A. Oster, Ph.D., University of Alabama at Birmingham, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

The Section on Teaching of Statistics in the Health Sciences is pleased to announce the winners 

of the section’s Best Contributed Presentation Awards for JSM 2017. They are as follows: 

 Kari Lock Morgan, Penn State University, for her presentation titled “Redesigning 

Introduction to Biostatistics” 

 Leah Welty, Northwestern University, for her presentation titled “StatTag: a New Tool 

for Conducting Reproducible Research in Clinical and Translational Science” 

Kari is an Assistant Professor in her university’s Department of Statistics. Her research interests 

include statistics education and causal inference. Leah is an Associate Professor in her 

university’s Department of Preventive Medicine. Her research interests include the application of 

biostatistics to psychiatry and environmental research, and the development of reproducible 

research tools for clinical and translational science. Both of them will receive an award 

certificate and a cash award. They will also be recognized at the TSHS mixer this year in 

Vancouver. 

 

Congratulations to Kari and Leah! 
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A Welcome From the Editor 
Laila M. Poisson, PhD, Henry Ford Health System, Newsletter Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the TSHS Blog! If you were one of the few who read through to the end of the Fall 2017 

TSHS Newsletter then you knew this was coming... eventually. And here it is!  

This blog page will be the new face of TSHS news. We hope that this format will be easy to read on all of 

your devices, be easy to share with your 

colleagues, and will give us the opportunity 

to chat more frequently. With that said, 

please make sure to take a moment to 

subscribe to this blog page so that you get 

a notice in your email when there is new 

content. Look to the bottom of the main 

pages, it looks like this:  

 

Great! Thanks! Now per our section 

guidelines, there are key features that should 

be included in the regular newsletters. So if 

you are looking for these specific newsletter 

pieces you can use the tags at the right side of 

the blog page to pull them up. Have a try, it 

looks like this: 

See, when you select "Spring2018News" the newsletter articles pop up and you can read all the great 

news you expect. You can also find tags for other things you may want to search - like awards or 

JSM2018. 

Say, did you get the calculator "hello" picture? My tween needed me to explain it, so I drew an emoji 

saying "hello." See, I'm not too old to learn new tricks. I'm looking forward to learning to serve my role 

as newsletter editor through this blog.  Please let me know if there are features you'd like to see or 

articles you'd like to share. I want to make this a useful resource for you as Teachers of Statistics in the 

Health Sciences.  


