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Summer 2016 Section of the American Statistical Association 
 

TEACHING of  STATISTICS in the 

HEALTH SCIENCES 
  

From the Section Chair 

Felicity T. Enders, PhD, Mayo Clinic 
2016 Section Chair 

Are you ready for JSM??  
We hope you’ll join in our TSHS discussions and activities. We’re 
expecting this to be a great conference. Also, we hope you’ll bring your 
friends along. Here’s why: 
 
Membership Matters to TSHS 
Your official membership in TSHS matters a lot. It’s not just that your 
dollars help fund TSHS activities; the ASA uses membership numbers 
to choose how many JSM sessions each section receives each year. 
That’s why we’d like you to bring along your friends to TSHS activities 
and encourage them to follow through by signing up.  

 
Membership Matters to Members 
Because we recognize membership is vital to the section, we’re working to increase the 
benefits of your TSHS membership. In addition to sponsoring the TSHS Resources Portal 
(https://www.causeweb.org/tshs/), we’re starting a new TSHS mentoring program this year. 
We’re hoping this new initiative will help some of our junior folks find the best path to promotion 
while teaching in the health sciences. We will be looking for your suggestions for how to further 
engage our membership during the TSHS Mixer at JSM. 
 

Thanks to Stata! 
Our mixer this year was generously funded by the Stata Corporation. Thanks to them, we will 
have lots of food and drink on hand, so please bring folks along! Also, Stata will be offering 
some of the door prizes this year. You must 
be present to receive a door prize.  
 
Come for the food, stay for the fun! 
 

TSHS Mixer 
Monday, 6-7:30pm,  

in H-PDR4 

https://www.causeweb.org/tshs/
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Strengthening the TSHS Community 
I firmly believe that by strengthening the TSHS community, we can support one another in not 
only improving education in the health sciences but also in the careers of TSHS educators. 
Many of us on the TSHS Executive Committee (myself included!) have greatly benefited from 
the career advice and support of others in our section. In my case, that enabled me to stay in 
education rather than transitioning to focus exclusively on research in order to get promoted. 
We are also in the midst of a time of great interest in research on statistics education in the 
health sciences. By working together, we can improve our students’ understanding and 
improve the way we teach. 

JSM 2016! 

Amy Nowacki, PhD, Cleveland Clinic 
2016 Program Chair 

Dear TSHS Section Members, 
We have a very exciting collection of speakers and topics planned 
for JSM 2016. The TSHS Section is the primary sponsor for 1 invited 
session, 3 topic-contributed sessions and 1 regular contributed 
session. Below I provide details of our invited session and then list a 
number of other sessions sponsored or co-sponsored by TSHS or 
that may be of interest to TSHS members. Be sure to add these 
sessions to your personal program schedules! 
 
Find out more on  
https://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/index.cfm. 
 
Hope to see you in Chicago!  
Amy Nowacki 
 

TSHS Invited Session: 
Journal Clubs as a Teaching Venue for Health Sciences Students 

Date Times, Titles and Presenters 

Tuesday 8/2 
2:00 - 

3:50pm 

CC-W176a 

2:05 Formal Programs Teaching Critical Appraisal in Evidence-Based 
Medicine 
Stephen David Simon, University of Missouri - Kansas City 

2:20 Transdisciplinary Fellowship Level Journal Club 
Judy-Anne W. Chapman, National Cancer Institute (Retired) 

2:35 Using a Journal Club to Review and Reinforce Concepts for 
Medical Researchers 
Brian Healy, Massachusetts General Hospital 

2:50 Journalism in a Journal Club: The Art of Writing About Science 
Nancy Pfenning, University of Pittsburgh 

3:05 The Professional Melting Pot: Statisticians, Data Scientists, and 
Health Researchers Talk Shop to Improve Public Well-Being 
Nicholas Beyler, Mathematica Policy Research 

3:20 Discussant: Peter B. Imrey, Cleveland Clinic 

Return to contents  

https://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/index.cfm
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TSHS sponsored activities at JSM 2016 
 

Date/Place 
Session 

Type 
Title 

Main 
Sponsor 

Sunday 7/31 
2:00 - 3:50pm 

CC-W176c 

Topic-
Contributed 

Distinguishing Between Statistics Education for 
Undergraduate and Graduate Non-statistics Major 

Students 
Stat Ed 

Panel 

Sunday 7/31 
Contributed 

Papers 
Alternative Classroom Strategies: Flipped, Blended, and 

Others 
Stat Ed 4:00 - 5:50pm 

CC-W185a 

Monday 8/1 
8:30 - 10:20am 

CC-W183a 

Topic-
Contributed What's Wrong with P-Value? ENAR 

Papers 

Monday 8/1 
Contributed 

Papers 
Advancing Statistical Literacy Stat Ed 8:30 - 10:20am 

CC-W178b 

Monday 8/1 
10:30 - 12:20pm 

CC-W194b 

Topic-
Contributed 

Biostatistical Literacy: How Best to Teach Medical and 
Public Health Professionals What They Need to Know 

About Statistics 
TSHS 

Papers 

Monday 8/1 
12:30 - 1:50pm 

CC-W375a 

PM 
Roundtable Training Statisticians to Teach Statistics TSHS 

Discussion 

Monday 8/1 
Contributed 

Papers 
Motivating and Teaching Advanced Biostatistical Topics TSHS 2:00 - 3:50pm 

CC-W177 

Monday 8/1 
 TSHS Business Meeting & Mixer 

(All are welcome to attend!) 
TSHS 6:00 - 7:30pm 

H-PDR4  

Tuesday 8/2 
AM 

Roundtable 
Utilizing Technology Tools Without Detracting Focus 

from Statistical Concepts 
TSHS 7:00 - 8:15am 

CC-W375a 

Wednesday 8/3 
AM 

Roundtable 
Learning Bayesian Update via Shiny: Understanding 

Bayesian Methods Through Visualization 
TSHS 7:00 - 8:15am 

CC-W375a 

Wednesday 8/3 
AM 

Roundtable 
Online Teaching of Advanced Statistics Courses TSHS 7:00 - 8:15am 

CC-W375a 

Wednesday 8/3 
8:30 - 10:20am 

CC-W192c 

Topic-
Contributed 

Panel 

The Challenge of Keeping Introductory Biostatistics 
Interesting and Fun 

TSHS 

Thursday 8/4 Topic-
Contributed 

Papers 

Working with Statistically Trained Non-statistician 
Scientists: Conflicts and Possible Resolutions 

TSHS 10:30 - 12:20pm 

CC-W193b 

 

Return to contents  

Try using the Online Program: https://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/onlineprogram 
Or, look for the JSM 2016 App on your favorite App Store 

https://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/onlineprogram
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TSHS Awards 

2016 Outstanding Teaching Award  

 

Congratulations to Michael D. Swartz, PhD, of the University of Texas Health Science Center 

at Houston, as our 2016 winner of the Outstanding Teaching Award. Dr. Swartz is a dedicated 

teacher and mentor. He serves as a mentor for two training grants and has directed, mentored, 

or participated in over 60 student advisory committees. Additionally, he has recently chaired 

the committee to re-design biostatistics course offerings at his institution. Based on the 

success of his curriculum re-design efforts, he is currently working on developing the 

Biostatistics and Critical Thinking course (competency-based online course) to be used by all 

UTHealth Schools. His colleagues write this:  

 

“Michael is an outstanding teacher to these students. He has remarkable patience 

working with each of them one-on-one. His style is very interactive – he first learns 

about the mathematical ability of each student to assess the best way to communicate 

with them about statistics. Then he works with each student as they design their study, 

collect data and then analyze the data. Rather than taking the data from the students 

and analyzing it for them, he works with each student so at a minimum, they understand 

what he is doing and why. He also guides some students so they can run the statistics 

in Stata themselves.  

 

Michael is also an outstanding communicator and is able to clearly communicate the 

statistics that were run and their interpretation to the clinicians in the room. His 

mentoring and success as a researcher has earned him respect from our clinical faculty, 

who now tend to think of him first when they need statistical support for a project. Junior 

clinical faculty unrelated to the study now request his guidance with performing and 

reporting statistics in their research publications. Michael’s skills in statistics and his 

ability to clearly communicate statistics are an irreplaceable asset to our center.” 

 

Thank you to Dr. Swartz for his dedication to statistics education in the health sciences fields 

over the years. Please join us in congratulating him at the JSM Mixer and Business meeting. 

  

Thank you also to all of the applicants for this award. 

Though we can only choose one recipient each year, it 

is great to hear of the continued efforts and dedication 

from our members. If you know an outstanding teacher 

that you would like to nominate for 2017, please see the application details on the TSHS page.  

Return to contents  

TSHS Mixer 
Monday, 6-7:30pm,  

in H-PDR4 

http://community.amstat.org/tshs/awards/outstandingteachingaward
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Book Review 

 

 

 

 

 
Two-book review. "The basics of regression modeling: picking the right 
book to fit your class" (part 2). 
Title: Regression Methods in Biostatistics: Linear, Logistic, Survival, 
and Repeated Measures Models, 2nd Ed. 
Authors: Vittinghoff, Glidden, Shiboski, and McCulloch 
Publisher: 2012, Springer 
ISBN-13: 978-1-4665-1748-6 
Price: $119.00  
Formats available: Hard cover, paperback, e-textbook, rental 
 

For those of you who missed the April book review, let me recap the scenario. A couple of 
years ago, I was in search of a graduate-level text book to support an elective course in 
regression modeling for ‘non-majors.’ Ideally the book would cover ANOVA, linear models, 
logistic regression, and survival regression. After one-time through the course, I wasn’t 
convinced our book was a good fit.   
 
Already in its second edition, perhaps Regression Methods in Biostatistics: Linear, Logistic, 
Survival, and Repeated Measures Models, 2nd Ed. (Vittinghoff, Glidden, Shiboski, and 
McCulloch, © 2012, Springer) is a classic now, but it was new to me. They start at the very 
beginning with data prep and essentially a review of Biostatistics 1. Then, linear, logistic, and 
Cox modeling are each presented as separate units with complete assessment of covariate 
issues. Each unit ends with a set of questions and learning objectives. Many more complex 
topics are available for those who have time, interest, or a second semester. The text is more 
verbose and there are few equations. Stata output is presented for worked examples, though 
with the text description it was less necessary to convert the examples to SPSS. My class has 
not yet made the “flip,” but we are project centered so this worked well as a solid reference. I 

like to start at the very beginning each semester, connecting y=mx+b to y=0+1x+, so the 
slow lead-in worked. Further, I found that spending the first 40% of class on basic concepts 
and linear regression set a strong foundation for modeling. Revisiting concepts of confounding, 
interaction, and non-linearity for each model type reinforced those concepts. To my delight, 
there was significant improvement in fit with this second book. So, I will keep it, as long as 
observations continue to show the fit is good.  
 
Got a good book for teaching special topics to health professionals? Perhaps clinical trials? Or, 
statistical literacy in medicine? We’d love to have your review in the winter issue. Contact 
laila.poisson@hfhs.org. 

Laila M. Poisson, PhD, Henry Ford Health System  
 & Wayne State University 
2016 Book Review Editor 

 

Return to contents  

http://www.springer.com/us/book/9781461413523
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From the Publications Officer 

Ann M. Brearley, PhD,  
University of Minnesota 

 

The Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM) in Chicago are approaching. I 
look forward to seeing many of you there. 
 
Our TSHS Program Chair, Amy Nowacki, and Program Chair-Elect, 
Wenyaw Chan, have been busy putting together a great program for 
JSM. Details can be found in this issue of the newsletter as well as in 
the JSM online program on the 
ASA website.  
 
In addition, you are invited to 
attend the TSHS section’s 

annual section meeting and mixer at JSM: it will be held 
on Monday August 1, 2016, from 6-7:30pm in the Hilton Chicago, Room PDR4. There will be 
good food, good company, awards announcements, and even door prizes! We will also 
announce the winner of the TSHS Resources Portal 2016 Innovation Challenge. See 
https://www.causeweb.org/tshs/ for more about the TSHS Resources Portal. 
 
There has been some interest in putting together a listing, perhaps on the TSHS section 
website (which can be found at http://community.amstat.org/tshs/home), of recent publications 
by section members related to teaching statistics in the health sciences. If you have any 
suggestions about the best ways to do this, please contact me. And if you have recently (let’s 
say, in the last five years or so) published articles related to teaching statistics in the health 
sciences, please send me the citations for inclusion in the listing. You can reach me at 
brea0022@umn.edu.  
 
I would also like to publicize, again perhaps on the TSHS section website, any awards that 
have been won by section members. So if you have recently (again, let’s say, in the last five 
years or so) received an award related to teaching statistics in the health sciences… or if you 
know of a fellow section member who has received such an award… please send me the 
information to publicize. 
 
As you browse our section website (at http://community.amstat.org/tshs/home), if you see any 
changes that should be made or additions that are needed, please let me or the webmaster 
(Ed Gracely) know.  
 
Hope to see you at JSM! 
 

Return to contents  

TSHS Mixer 
Monday, 6-7:30pm,  

in H-PDR4 

https://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/program.cfm
https://www.causeweb.org/tshs/
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JSM 2017: Baltimore, MD 

Though JSM 2016 is just around the corner, it is already time to start the big plans for JSM 

2017, to be held in Baltimore, Maryland from July 29 - August 3, 2017.  

 

Beginning in mid-July, the JSM 2017 website will begin to accept proposals for invited 

sessions, professional development courses, and workshops. Find a link through the 2016 

JSM website which promises more details soon.    

 

While you are visiting with your teaching friends at JSM 2016, think about 

how the issues that you are facing or the challenges that you’ve overcome 

might make a good session at JSM next year. We usually get one invited 

session each year, but now’s a great time to start forming groups for tpic 

contributed sessions too.  

 

Our 2017 Program Chair is Wenyaw Chan of the University of Texas, 

Houston. If you have ideas or have questions, look for him at JSM 2016 or 

contact him by email at: wenyaw.chan@uth.tmc.edu 

 

Images of downtown Baltimore 

and the Baltimore Convention 

Center from VisitBaltimore at  

baltimore.org 

Return to contents  

https://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/participate2017.cfm
mailto:wenyaw.chan@uth.tmc.edu
baltimore.org


8 Summer 2016 TSHS 
 

 8 

 

Section Officers and Officers-Elect for TSHS  

Past Chair, 2016 Heather Bush  (859) 218-2080  Heather.Bush@uky.edu 

Chair 2016 Felicity Enders  (507) 538-4970  Enders.Felicity@Mayo.edu 

Chair Elect 2016 Jose-Miguel.Yamal  (713) 500-9566  Jose-Miguel.Yamal@uth.tmc.edu 

Chair Elect 2017 Jeff Szychowski (205) 975-9135  jszychow@uab.edu 

Program Chair 2016 Amy Nowacki  (216) 444-3773  nowacka@ccf.org 

Program Chair Elect 2016 Wenyaw Chan  (713) 500-9321  Wenyaw.Chan@uth.tmc.edu 

Secretary-Treasurer 16-17 Bob Oster  (205) 975-0539  roster@uabmc.edu 

Publications Officer 16 Ann Brearley  (612) 624-4586  Brea0022@umn.edu 

Coun. of Sections Rep. Carol Bigelow.  (413) 545-1319  cbigelow@schoolph.umass.edu 

Newsletter Editor 15-16 Ed Gracely  (215) 991-8466  egracely@drexelmed.edu 

Book Review Editor Laila Poisson  (313) 874-5999  laila.poisson@hfhs.org  

Newsletter editor 17-18 Laila Poisson  (313) 874-5999  laila.poisson@hfhs.org  

ASA Staff Liaison Rick Peterson  (703) 684-1221 x1864 rick@amstat.org 

 
 

 

From the editor; 

This issue is being jointly created by me (outgoing editor) and Laila Poisson 

(incoming editor). I look forward to seeing what Laila does with the newsletter when 

she is the sole editor (not that I'll disappear -- always willing to help). 

 

Looking forward to JSM in Chicago -- lots of good TSHS sessions to attend, plus we 

hope to see you at our Mixer. You've heard this before, but it bears repeating -- get 

involved! JSM and ASA are lonely places for people who don't know anybody. 

Come to our meeting. Introduce yourself. Maybe take on a role with us -- we have an 

ongoing need for workers on our Portal for example. Plus our officers rotate off 

rather quickly and need to be replaced. Get to know the section and the ASA from 

the inside. You'll be glad you did. 

 

Ed 

 

American Statistical Association 

TSHS Newsletter 

Ed J. Gracely, Ph.D. Editor 

Family, Community, and Preventive Medicine 

Drexel College of Medicine 

2900 Queen Lane 

Philadelphia, PA 19129 

215-991-8466 (phone) 

215-843-6028 (fax) 

egracely@drexelmed.edu 

 
American Statistical Association 

http://www.amstat.org/ 
 
Section on Teaching Statistics in the Health Sciences 

Section web page: http://community.amstat.org/TSHS/Home/ 
Links to all newsletters: http://community.amstat.org/TSHS/Announcements/Newsletters/ 

Return to contents  

http://www.amstat.org/
http://community.amstat.org/TSHS/Home/
http://community.amstat.org/TSHS/Announcements/Newsletters/
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