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There is no other season I enjoy more than Fall. I love the crisp air, the colors of the leaves, the activities 

in our community, festivals, and of course the food that accompanies the season. Most of all, I enjoy Fall 

because it provides a time to reflect and be thankful. So, I would like to take the opportunity to say some 

public thanks.  

Many people have made this section possible from the founding members to those who help keep it 

going. However, there are some people who made my experience as Chair wonderful, and I would like 

to make mention of them here.  

 

First, I would like to say a special thanks to Felicity Enders. She is your Chair-Elect and takes over as 

Chair in January. She has been fabulous to work with, helping me out when I just did not have enough 

hours in the day. Felicity is such a hard worker and I continue to be amazed by her commitment to this 

section and love for its mission and members. Thank you, thank you, Felicity.  

 

Special thanks also goes to Jeff Syzchowski. One of my first duties as Chair-Elect was to identify 

someone to be the program chair. Being new to the leadership of this section, I did not fully grasp all the 

work that Program Chairs do. Jeff, you just took this on without question – thank you so much for all 

your hard work and just being willing to roll up your sleeves and do what needed to be done. 

 

Amy Nowacki, thank you for also taking on this important role for next year; you have such enthusiasm 

for what you do and I am so thankful that this section gives you a place to shine.  
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Constantine Daskalakis, as past chair, thank you for all the work you did – it is only now that I am 

finishing up this year that I truly understand all of your thoughtful comments, direction, and leadership – 

thank you!  

 

Deborah Dawson (Secretary/Treasurer: 2012-2015), Jodi Lapidus (Council of Sections: 2013-2015), and 

Bob Oster (Publications Officer: 2006-2015) are leaving their posts at the end of this year. Deborah, I 

was so worried about working with the budget and how to manage expenditures, but you were so helpful 

to me. I really appreciate what you have contributed in this year and all of your years in leadership. 

Thank you. Jodi, thanks so much for your insights and ideas. I am thankful for your continued interest in 

growing the next generation and am excited that you will be sharing your energy and enthusiasm as new 

initiatives are planned for career development. Bob Oster will now be transitioning from Publications 

Officer to take on Secretary/Treasurer, the only position in TSHS he has yet to serve. Bob, you always 

make me smile, and I am so thankful for your kind and thoughtful contributions to this section.  

 

Ed Gracely, thank you for all of the work you do to put these newsletters together. It is no small feat to 

gather the different elements together - Ed has been very patient with me as I have not always had these 

to him on time. Ed, thanks for your tireless service to improving the communication of and for the 

section (Newsletter Editor: 2005-2016).  I am very glad that you are continuing on as webmaster in 2016 

(Thanks, Constantine for your work here, too!).  

 

Finally, thank you Steve Grambow – if you did not approach me about running for Chair, I would not 

have spent so much time with these exceptional people. Thank you all! Although I should be used to it 

by now, I continue to be surprised at the work that people do behind the scenes for this section, and I am 

very thankful to all who serve in leadership roles and support the section through submission of 

materials and ideas and membership.  

 

It is very easy to get absorbed in the things that you need to accomplish, to be overwhelmed by the many 

projects (teaching, research, service, home) that need to be done, sometimes so much so that you feel 

like the only way through is to put your head down and ignore everyone/thing around you. What a 

difference it makes to approach those tasks with a team - knowing that you are not responsible for 

everything alone but that you are surrounded by talented individuals who care about the success of what 

you do as much as you do! I am so thankful for this TSHS team.  

 

In this season where we get to pause and be grateful, I hope that you will take the opportunity to say or 

send a word of thanks to those who make your work-life just a little bit better. It may be that some of 

them are listed as members in TSHS! 

 

If you have not yet joined the TSHS team (or participated in a leadership role), we are planning some 

exciting new opportunities for our members, ways that we can all come together to support, mentor and 

engage each other as we continue our multi-faceted roles as teachers of statistics in the health sciences. 

Keep a look out for future newsletters and posts with more information. 
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JSM 2015 and 2016! 
Amy Nowacki, PhD, Cleveland Clinic 

2016 Program Chair 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The TSHS section had an incredibly successful JSM 2015 in Seattle with 2 

invited sessions, 3 topic-contributed sessions, 1 regular-contributed session, 3 

posters, and 2 roundtable discussions. Couple this with a fun-filled TSHS mixer 

and you have an amazing week of learning, idea sharing and networking. I want 

to thank and recognize our past Program Chair Jeffrey Szychowski for all of his 

hard work in putting together such a wonderful program.  

 

We are busy planning JSM 2016 in Chicago and I hope you consider joining us. The invited program is finalized 

and we now turn our attention to contributed sessions. Do you have an idea for a talk related to teaching statistics 

in the health sciences? If so, consider a topic-contributed session. These consist of five participants and are 

organized around a common theme. Several formats are available: 5 papers, 4 papers with discussant, or 3 papers 

with 2 discussants. The organizer would need to select a theme, invite speakers, secure commitments and contact 

me (nowacka@ccf.org) prior to submission of the session proposal. Have a single idea? Consider submitting a 

contributed paper or poster. All you need is a title and abstract. 

Online submission of topic and regular contributed abstracts opens December 1, 2015. The deadline for topic-

contributed session proposals is January 14, 2016 and the deadline for regular contributed abstracts is February 1, 

2016. Be part of the JSM program and submit an abstract today! To learn more about the process, visit 

http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/.  

Additionally, are you attending the 2016 JSM and are willing to serve as a Contributed session chair? This is a 

great (and simple) way to get involved and meet new people. If interested, please contact me (nowacka@ccf.org). 

I hope to see you in Chicago! 

Amy Nowacki 

 

Return to contents  

mailto:nowacka@ccf.org
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/
mailto:nowacka@ccf.org
http://www.amstat.org/meetings/jsm/2016/index.cfm
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From the Publications Officer 

 

Robert A. Oster, Ph.D., University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Publications Officer 
 

 

 

 

 

This is my final column as your Publications Officer. I have served in this position for 

nearly ten years, first being appointed in 2006. I have enjoyed each year of service to 

TSHS in this position, and hope that I have done my part to promote TSHS. It is time 

for me to step down and turn the position over to another capable member. As of 

January 1, Ann Brearley will be the section’s new Publications Officer. I am sure that 

Ann will do a fine job. Please express your support for her, much as you expressed 

your support for me in this position. 

 

But wait! I am not going away from the TSHS leadership quite yet. The Executive Committee has asked me to 

serve as Secretary/Treasurer, beginning on January 1. I will be succeeding Deborah Dawson, our current 

Secretary/Treasurer, in this position. I have big shoes to fill, but will try to maintain the standards of excellence 

set by Deborah. 

 

I had a great time at JSM 2015 in Seattle. The presentations were interesting and informative, and the social 

activities were enjoyable. Once again, time passed quickly, and the JSM was over before I knew it! Seeing many 

of you at our sessions and during our business meeting and mixer was a pleasure. Our section had an outstanding 

program (sessions, posters, and roundtables) this year. We also sponsored more sessions than we have in the past. 

I thought that our sessions were well-attended, and that the floor discussions for each were very helpful. Thanks 

to Jeff Szychowski, our Program Chair, for putting together such a successful and outstanding program. 

 

We will publish an article in the December issue of Amstat News. In this article, we will announce our major 

section awards (refer to the following paragraph) for 2016. We had one award winner this year. Our Best 

Contributed Paper Award winner, who was selected after the conclusion of the JSM, is recognized elsewhere in 

this issue. 

 

TSHS will offer up to three awards during 2016. These include the Young Investigator Award, the Outstanding 

Teaching Award, and the Best Contributed Paper Award. The announcements for the first two awards appear 

elsewhere in this newsletter. These announcements are also posted on the TSHS website 

(http://community.amstat.org/TSHS/Home/). In addition, you should receive these award announcements via e-

mail (from the ASA Community - http://community.amstat.org). 

 

If there are any materials that you would like to see posted on our website, such as documents and links to other 

webpages, please send these to me or Ann or any member of the Executive Committee. 

 

I hope that you are making initial plans to attend JSM 2016 in Chicago. This JSM promises to be an interesting 

one that will be worth attending! Our 2016 TSHS Program Chair, Amy Nowacki, is hard at work putting together 

our section’s program. She will be happy to answer any questions that you may have about the proposed TSHS 

JSM program.     Enjoy the fall weather and have a happy, wonderful, and safe holiday season. 

Return to contents  

http://community.amstat.org/TSHS/Home/
http://community.amstat.org/
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TSHS Awards – Call for Nominations   

2016 OUTSTANDING TEACHING AWARD 
 
The Outstanding Teaching Award is intended as an annual award. This award recognizes an outstanding 

statistics educator and mentor in the health sciences. A nominee must be a member of the ASA (and preferably of 

the Section) at the time of the nomination. Prior recipients of either this award or the Section’s Distinguished 

Achievement Award are ineligible. All nominations must be made with the consent of the nominee and self-

nominations are allowed.  

 

Consideration for this award requires the following: 

 

 Nomination letter summarizing the nominee's teaching/training and mentoring record in the health 

sciences (maximum of 1 double-spaced page). 

 Copy of the nominee's curriculum vitae, with particular emphasis on activities related to 

teaching/training and mentoring in the health sciences (maximum of 7 pages). 

 Statement of the nominee's philosophy of teaching (maximum of 1 double-spaced page). 

 Three letters of reference submitted by colleagues of the nominee summarizing his/her 

teaching/training and mentoring accomplishments (maximum of 1 page each). 

 

Review criteria include: (i) the length and extent of teaching/training activities; (ii) formal metrics of 

teaching/training effectiveness (student evaluations, awards, etc.); (iii) diversity of types of formal classes taught 

(introductory, advanced, seminars, etc.); (iv) diversity of audiences taught (biostatistics, public health, social 

sciences, etc.; undergraduates, graduates, professionals, etc.); (v) supervision of student projects, theses, and 

dissertations; (vi) mentoring outside formal training activities (and accomplishments of students/mentees); and 

(vii) involvement in training program development and implementation (graduate programs, summer programs, 

etc.). 

 

The recipient will receive a certificate and a cash award, and will be recognized at the Section’s annual Business 

Meeting and Mixer, which will be held at JSM 2016. 

 

Please direct any inquiries and submissions (all material should be submitted as a single packet, with PDF file 

being preferable) to Heather Bush, Awards Committee Chair (Heather.Bush@uky.edu) by March 7, 2016. The 

award recipient will be notified in April 2016. 

 
2016 YOUNG INVESTIGATOR AWARD 

 
The Young Investigator Award is intended as an annual award. This award recognizes a promising "young 

investigator" for his/her promise as a statistics educator or in conducting statistics education research in the health 

sciences. Young investigator is defined as (i) a current graduate student, OR (ii) a recent graduate who has 

received his/her terminal degree no more than 7 years ago and who is in position with rank below Associate 

Professor and does not hold tenure (or equivalent classification). A nominee must be a member of the ASA (and 

preferably of the Section) at the time of the nomination. Prior recipients of either this award or the Section’s 

Distinguished Achievement Award are ineligible. All nominations must be made with the consent of the nominee 

and self-nominations are allowed. 

 

Consideration for this award requires the following: 

 Nomination letter certifying that the nominee meets eligibility criteria (1 double-spaced page). 

mailto:Heather.Bush@uky.edu
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 Copy of an abstract submitted to the JSM for the year the award nomination is submitted (include title 

and author(s); the nominee must be the first author). 

 Accompanying full paper for the submitted abstract (6-15 double-spaced pages; include title and 

author(s)). The topic must be related to the use of effective methods in statistics education or 

innovative statistics education research in the health sciences. 

 Copy of the nominee's curriculum vitae, with particular emphasis on activities related to teaching or 

statistics education research in the health sciences (maximum of 7 pages). 

 Statement of the nominee’s philosophy of teaching or summary of the nominee’s program in statistics 

education research (maximum of 1 double-spaced page). 

Review criteria include: (i) the strength and relevance of the submitted abstract and paper (organization and 

clarity, the use of creative methods to effectively teach statistical concepts/methods or the development of 

innovative statistics education research, and the potential utility to others in teaching statistics in the health 

sciences); and (ii) the promise of the nominee as a statistician-educator or as statistics education researcher. 

 

The recipient will receive a certificate and a cash award, and will be recognized at the Section’s annual Business 

Meeting and Mixer, which will be held at JSM 2016. 

 

Please direct any inquiries and submissions (all material should be submitted as a single packet, with a PDF file 

being preferable) to Heather Bush, Awards Committee Chair (Heather.Bush@uky.edu) by March 7, 2016. The 

award recipient will be notified in April 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Heather.Bush@uky.edu
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TSHS Member Spotlight: Interview with Kirk Anderson 
May 2015 

[Member Spotlight is a series featuring interviews with members of the TSHS Section. This interview was 
conducted through emails, in May 2015. The text is based on Kirk Anderson’s own words, with minimal editing by 
Constantine Daskalakis.] 

 

 Kirk Anderson and his wife Sara Markman at Arches National Park 

 

Kirk Anderson has a PhD in Applied Statistics from the Western Michigan University (2002). He is Associate 
Professor at Grand Valley State University in Michigan. 
https://www.gvsu.edu/stat/module-directory-detail.htm?siteModuleId=A8CDFEA0-C397-5A50-
48E0B975B674976F&entryId=641477B6-C187-6229-2E5717C0A081217F  

 

Constantine: Kirk, how did you get interested in statistics? 

Kirk: I entered college (Western Michigan University) as an engineering major, but struggled with chemistry and 
mechanical drawing. I felt that math was the only subject I had any talent for, but was under the false impression 
that math majors all go on to teach high school, which I didn’t want to do.  I was lamenting my current “undecided” 
status to my older sister Lisa, who was also attending WMU. She was working on a master’s degree in Applied 
Statistics, and suggested I take a statistics course. This was new to me, having no exposure to the subject in high 
school. I enrolled in MATH 364, Statistical Methods, taught by Dr. Michael Stoline (now retired). Dr. Stoline’s 
enthusiasm for the subject and the life experience he brought into the classroom won me over right away. I 
declared a statistics major and went on to earn a MS and PhD in Applied Statistics from WMU.   

Constantine: So is your sister also working as a statistician today? 

Kirk: Lisa is Program Director for Math and Science at Baker College, where she has both teaching and 
administrative duties. 

Constantine: Describe your job. What does your ‘typical’ workday involve? 

Kirk: I am now an associate professor of statistics at Grand Valley State University (GVSU). In a typical workday, 
I teach one or two sessions of a traditional (face-to-face) course in statistics, manage an online or hybrid course, 
and do committee work. Two of the courses I regularly teach satisfy general education requirements at GVSU and 
are taken by students in any major. The course I teach in an online or hybrid format is taken by graduate students 
in the health sciences. Daily tasks include monitoring discussion boards where articles from the medical literature 

https://www.gvsu.edu/stat/module-directory-detail.htm?siteModuleId=A8CDFEA0-C397-5A50-48E0B975B674976F&entryId=641477B6-C187-6229-2E5717C0A081217F
https://www.gvsu.edu/stat/module-directory-detail.htm?siteModuleId=A8CDFEA0-C397-5A50-48E0B975B674976F&entryId=641477B6-C187-6229-2E5717C0A081217F
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are explored, and grading online homework (this interview is providing a break from grading, actually). On 
occasion, I update course materials by recording new screencasts to post online. My committee work is mainly as 
chair of the general education committee at GVSU. Prior to this role, I served as statistical consultant to GVSU 
faculty in the health sciences, which included collaborations on many interesting research projects.   

Constantine: You have been a member of TSHS for a decade. Do you consider TSHS your primary section or is 
it secondary?  

Kirk: I would rank TSHS and the section on Statistical Education equally. Both allow me to connect with peers 
engaged in work that forms the heart of what I do. In terms of email lists, workshops and sessions at conferences, 
and general networking, these sections are invaluable to me. 

Constantine: What is your reason for participating in TSHS? 

Kirk: Teaching statistics to students in the health sciences is one of my niches, so it’s natural to participate in this 
section. I have the ability to pose a question to all TSHS members, and follow discussions among this group. On 
more than one occasion, I have been contacted by a TSHS officer, encouraging me to participate in JSM by 
leading a roundtable discussion, presenting a poster, or chairing a session. TSHS officers have been helpful to 
me in this regard. 

Constantine: You mentioned graduate students in the health sciences. What types of programs? 

Kirk: A range of programs and degrees, including Medical Dosimetry (MS), Nursing (MSN and DNP), 
Occupational Therapy (MS), Physical Therapy (DPT), Physician Assistant Studies (MPAS), Public Health (MPH), 
and Speech-Language Pathology (MS) (http://www.gvsu.edu/acad-index.htm?search=health). On occasion, I 
have had students from other institutions, mainly ones seeking a PhD in Nursing from Michigan State University.  

Constantine: Do you attend JSM or other conferences? If not, why not? If yes, what do you get out of it? 

Kirk: Yes, I attend JSM most every year, and am very much looking forward to this year’s meeting in Seattle. I 
also try to attend USCOTS, and was fortunate to have support to travel to State College, PA, for it this year. The 
“off-year” virtual conferences for USCOTS (e-COTS) are always worthwhile too. I was able to attend ICOTS last 
year, and may consider attending other conferences in the future, especially those devoted to teaching online. 
The JSM program is always a bit overwhelming, so I try to focus on talks that have the potential for immediate 
impact on what I do. I find that smaller gatherings like USCOTS are more conducive to meeting colleagues you 
have shared interests with. 

Constantine: What are your thoughts about statistics in the future? About statistics education? 

Kirk: Statistics is a discipline that has always responded to changes. As data become more plentiful and interest 
in finding meaning in them increases, statistical methods will evolve to solve these problems. Likewise, as 
medicine becomes more focused on the genetic details of an individual patient, statisticians will adapt to the new 
challenges in health research. There is much talk lately about statisticians being left behind in the wake of big 
data, but there will always be a need for thoughtful analysis. Regarding statistical education, we will likely see 
more online instruction, including the “flipped” approach. Another interesting development is the use of simulation-
based methods when introducing students to concepts of statistical inference. 

Constantine: What are some of your interests outside work, statistics, etc.? 

Kirk: In no particular order, I enjoy reading, gardening, working on and riding bicycles, hiking in national parks, 
working on home improvement projects with my wife, enjoying my vinyl record collection, drinking beer, and 
petting my three cats. 

http://www.gvsu.edu/acad-index.htm?search=health
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JSM 2015 – pictures 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      A fine TSHS panel 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

At the Mixer 

Exec. Committee 
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Section Officers and Officers-Elect for TSHS  

Past Chair 2014, Webmaster Constantine Daskalakis (215) 955-5695  constantine.daskalakis@jefferson.edu 

Chair, 2015 Heather Bush  (859) 218-2080  Heather.Bush@uky.edu 

Chair Elect, 2015 Felicity Enders  (507) 538-4970  Enders.Felicity@Mayo.edu 

Chair Elect 2016 Jose-Miguel.Yamal  (713) 500-9566  Jose-Miguel.Yamal@uth.tmc.edu 

Program Chair 2015 Jeffery M. Szychowski (205) 975-9135  jszychow@uab.edu 

Program Chair Elect 2015 Amy Nowacki  (216) 444-3773  nowacka@ccf.org 

Program Chair Elect 2016 Wenyaw Chan  (713) 500-9321  Wenyaw.Chan@uth.tmc.edu 

Secretary-Treasurer 14-15 Deborah V. Dawson (319) 335-7189  deborah-dawson@uiowa.edu 

Publications Officer 14-15 Bob Oster  (205) 975-0539  roster@uabmc.edu 

Coun. of Sections Rep. 13-15Jodi Lapidus  (503) 494-1167  lapidusj@ohsu.edu 

Newsletter Editor 14-15 Ed Gracely  (215) 991-8466  egracely@drexelmed.edu 

Book Review Editor open - volunteer! 

ASA Staff Liaison Rick Peterson  (703) 684-1221 x1864 rick@amstat.org 

 
 

From the editor; 

 

Another successful year for TSHS. I enjoyed JSM in Seattle, as always with my 

camera in tow! The Sculpture Gardens were piles of dirt under construction when 

JSM was last in Seattle, so I was glad to be able to visit the resulting product. I still 

haven't heard the Puget "sound" but one day I will. And I have now (after 2 visits) 

figured out which direction to look to see Mount Rainer (I always assumed it was 

west of the city, but it's not!) 

 

Public transit (with numerous apps to help) makes city visits interesting -- Chicago 

should be cool next year as well, if we don't get a week of rain or a heat wave. 

Maybe next year the JSM app will also work flawlessly… Ya think? 

 

Ed 

 

American Statistical Association 

TSHS Newsletter 

Ed J. Gracely, Ph.D. Editor 

Family, Community, and Preventive Medicine 

Drexel College of Medicine 

2900 Queen Lane 

Philadelphia, PA 19129 

215-991-8466 (phone) 

215-843-6028 (fax) 

egracely@drexelmed.edu 

 
American Statistical Association 

http://www.amstat.org/ 
 
Section on Teaching Statistics in the Health Sciences 

Section web page: http://community.amstat.org/TSHS/Home/ 
Links to all newsletters: http://community.amstat.org/TSHS/Announcements/Newsletters/ 

Return to contents  

mailto:nowacka@ccf.org
http://www.amstat.org/
http://community.amstat.org/TSHS/Home/
http://community.amstat.org/TSHS/Announcements/Newsletters/

