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Happy Spring from Kentucky! Spring is an exciting time; everything that was old appears to have a fresh start. In 

Kentucky, spring is additionally exciting because it is tournament time! As the UK Wildcats move through the 

tournament, anticipation and excitement grows. There is something unique about being out at a restaurant or just 

around town and joining in with others (complete strangers), as they celebrate the latest win with you. In 
Lexington, conversations are pretty easily started with, “How about those CATS?” and it is pretty easy to figure 

out who the supporters are. 

 
If only it was this easy professionally. What if you could identify potential mentors based on some face-paint? 

What if you could strike up that un-easy first conversation with some phrase guaranteed to give both of you 

something to talk about? What if you could find people who had the same challenges just by the color they wore? 
This is exactly what I would wonder, as I somewhat aimlessly attended JSM. This is what I wished for when I 

admitted to my chair (and myself) that networking was not something I really wanted to do and that I really did 

not think there were a lot of people who understood what I did. That is when my chair said, “Aren’t you a 

member of Teaching Statistics in the Health Sciences (TSHS)?” No I was not, and no I had not submitted a paper 
there, and no I had never considered that belonging to a section of ASA would matter.  

 

I got a lot of advice as I started out my career, but the advice to participate in the Section on TSHS made the 
biggest personal difference. “It’s not a sprint, it’s a marathon” was great, too, but is a little hard to remember 

when you are pulling all-nighters and getting yourself addicted to coffee so that you can finish grading, develop 

the next set of lectures, and finish up the analysis plan for a couple of grants. Suggestions on how to do it all (be 

excellent in research, teaching, and service) usually included a strategy for combining the courses you teach and 
the service you do so that you are really doing your own research. The strategy to “work smarter, not harder” is 

great advice, until you realize that your teaching load consists of introductory courses for health professionals and 

a significant part of your position and goals involve statistical consulting. 
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So, following advice, the next JSM, I submitted a paper to the section and made a plan to attend the sessions and 

mixer. My experience attending those first sessions/meetings is best described with an analogy, as someone who 

is completely decked out in team-gear, sitting with the other team who finally finds the right side of the arena to 
sit on; this is where everyone was! The talks were engaging; the experiences were similar; and many were 

tackling the same issues of balancing a multi-faceted workload. As I continued my participation in TSHS, I 

realized that I had seen these same people before, even knew them from other projects. I just did not know that we 
shared so much in common. In the absence of team mascots and colors, membership in the TSHS does a great job 

of helping to recognize the mission and values of our members. 

 
Now, I am no longer at the start of my career, but I am still seeking advice as I grow into other areas. I am more 

aware of gaps that exist in leadership and spend time reading about leadership gaps. Sheryl Sandberg suggests 

that we must Lean-In (2013); Mika Brzezinski tell us to Know Your Value (2010). One key piece of advice from 

both of these authors is that you can be so much more effective when you are not alone. The TSHS helped me to 
embrace the things I loved to do and helped me to see where it fit within the mission of my own institution and 

larger community of statisticians, biostatisticians, and epidemiologists. The old advice is really the same, “It’s not 

a sprint. It’s a marathon.” But now I understand that the marathon cannot be completed without the right support. 
“Don’t work harder, work smarter” is still true, but now I understand that working smarter means to make the 

thing you love to do be your work. Within the TSHS you will find a community of people working towards 

excellence in something that they love to do and value, which gives us support so that we can all proudly wear our 

colors and cheer loudly! 
 

I look forward to seeing you in Seattle, where we will be cheering on the accomplishments and initiatives of our 

members (face-paint optional). If you have been considering whether or not this section is a good place for you, I 
would encourage you to lean-in, take on some roles, bring in your new ideas, and come join us! 

If you would like to know more about the section or ways to get more involved in the community, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. 
 

A special thanks to our current team: 

Constantine Daskalakis (Past Chair) and Felicity Enders (Chair-Elect) 

Jeff Szychowski (Current Program Chair) and Amy Nowacki (Program Chair-Elect) 
Bob Oster (Publications Officer) 

Deborah Dawson (Secretary/Treasurer) 

Ed Gracely (Photographer, Documenter, Newsletter Editor) 
 

And congratulations to Jodi Lapidus (Council of Section Representatives) who was recently elected ASA fellow. 

 
Thanks for your willingness to serve as leaders and for all you do to grow our community. 
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Book Review 

 

 

 

 
Title: Big Data Now: 2012 Edition 

Authors: O'Reilly Media Inc. 
Publisher: O'Reilly Media; 2 edition 

Year of Publication: October 2012 

Number of Pages: 149 
ASIN: B0097E4EBQ 

Price: $0 eBook  

Formats: eBook (available on Nook and Kindle) 

Amazon url: http://www.amazon.com/Big-Data-OReilly-Media-Inc-ebook/dp/B0097E4EBQ 
 

If you want to get a bunch of statisticians all riled up, have a reading group for Big Data Now by O'Reilly Media. 

Big Data Now is an excellent introduction to many aspects of the big data movement. It has a great introduction to 
the many computing tools that have been instrumental in handling the large volume, velocity, and variety of data 

we see today. It follows with sections on contemporary examples of big data, visions for the future of big data, 

and a special section on big data in health care. The vision of big data is more measured than some other books, 

though still contains plenty of statements to get a group of statisticians worked up. I suspect this reflects an 
accurate depiction of the worldview of the big data community. There is a sense of the belief that quantity of data 

can overcome the need for careful modeling and study design. This is not to say the statistical community is 

completely free of this misconception itself, but it is one we are continually being dissuaded of. As an 
introduction to the ideas and tools of big data, Big Data Now is one of the best I have read. It is an excellent 

resource currently being distributed for free by O'Reilly Media via Amazon and Barnes and Noble.  

Robert Alan Greevy, Jr, PhD 
Associate Professor of Biostatistics 
Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 

Return to contents  

Don't forget to visit our TSHS website! 

 

http://community.amstat.org/tshs/home 

 

The newsletters are under the "News" tab, as are a variety of reports and the new "Member 

Spotlight" section. 

 

Check out our award winners in the "Awards" tab. 

 

Bookmark us! 

http://community.amstat.org/tshs/home
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From the Publications Officer 

 

Robert A. Oster, Ph.D., University of Alabama at Birmingham 

Publications Officer 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT ON TSHS PUBLICATIONS DURING 2014 

 

Here is the 2014 update of TSHS-sponsored publications and information on selected articles appearing in TSHS 
publications. I have presented this type of update each year since 2007 (Oster 2007 – 2014). 

 

Table 1 contains the following annual and cumulative totals for the years 2000-2014: 
 

 TSHS newsletter articles describing teaching methods, consulting methods, and the history of TSHS 

 TSHS newsletter book reviews 

 TSHS-sponsored JSM and ENAR proceedings papers 

 

Table 1 does not include: 

 

 Counts of columns or other types of articles that have appeared in the TSHS newsletter 

 JSM or ENAR/WNAR proceedings papers based on presentations given in TSHS co-sponsored sessions 

where TSHS was not the primary sponsor 

 

Our section sponsored 4 publications in the selected categories during 2014. 
 

Using the “Total” column in Table 1, the mean number of publications from 2000-2014 is 8.1 (SD = 3.0) and the 

median number is 7.  
 

This indicates that our section is the primary sponsor of approximately 7-8 publications per year.  

A big “thank you” goes to all of our contributors for making these publications happen! 

 
Please note that TSHS sponsors JSM proceedings papers each year. If you present a paper or poster in a TSHS-

sponsored session at the JSM (or other statistical meeting such as ENAR or WNAR), please consider publishing 

your work in the JSM proceedings, making sure to list TSHS as the sponsor. You can also publish the paper in a 
peer-reviewed journal if you like since you will retain the copyright. 

Return to contents  
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Table 1. Number of Selected Articles in TSHS-Sponsored Publications from 2000-2014 

 

                                                                        JSM/ENAR/WNAR 
Year         TSHS Newsletter Pieces           Proceedings Publications         Total 

 

             Topic Articles     Book Reviews           
  

2000               3                        2                            5                                      10 

2001               2                        0                            2                                        4 
2002               2                        2                            5                                        9 

2003               1                        2                          10                                      13 

2004               1                        5                            5                                      11 

2005               1                        4                            7                                      12 
2006               0                        3                            4                                        7 

2007               0                        3                            8                                      11 

2008               3                        2                            2                                        7 
2009               0                        3                            2                                        5 

2010               0                        2                            3                                        5 

2011               2                        3                            5                                      10 

2012               1                        3                            3                                        7 
2013               0                        3                            3                                        6 

2014               0                        3                            1                                        4 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Total             16                      40                          65                                    121 

 
 

Here is a list of the 4 articles referred to in Table 1 for 2014. 

 

1. “Teaching of Multiple Regression Should Reflect the Way It Works”, by David C. Hoaglin, appearing in the 
2014 JSM proceedings (pages 643-649) as a paper presented at the 2014 JSM. 

 

2. Review of “OpenIntro Statistics: Second Edition” by Robert A. Greevy, appearing as a book review in the 
spring 2014 issue of the TSHS newsletter (page 3). 

 

3. Review of “Big Data: A Revolution That Will Transform How We Live, Work, and Think” by Robert A. 
Greevy, appearing as a book review in the summer 2014 issue of the TSHS newsletter (pages 4-5). 

 

4. Review of “Think Like a Freak: The Authors of Freakonomics Offer to Retrain You” by Robert A. Greevy, 

appearing as a book review in the fall 2014 issue of the TSHS newsletter (page 10). 
 

 

Please consider contributing an article to this newsletter or a paper to the JSM 2015 proceedings (if you give a 
presentation during the meeting). 

 

You will hear from me again in the summer 2015 issue. 
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Freeway Park, Seattle 2006   Monorail, Seattle    Space Needle, Seattle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Puget Sound (Guess where!) 
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JSM Preview! 

Dear TSHS Section Members, 

 

We are very excited to announce a diverse lineup of presentations and discussions at JSM 2015.  Our 

section is the primary sponsor for two invited sessions, three topic-contributed sessions, one regular 

contributed session, two roundtable discussions and three posters covering a variety of topics.  An 

overview of session times and titles are listed below.  Please sign up for the roundtables early since they 

tend to fill up quickly.  We look forward to seeing you in Seattle! 

 

Jeff Szychowski 

 

Date Time Session 

Type 

Topic/Title Main 

Sponsor 

Sun 8/9 

 

2:00-3:50 Invited 

Papers 

Undergraduate Curriculum – the Pathway to 

Sustainable Growth in our Discipline 

Stat Ed 

Sun 8/9 

 

4:00-5:50 Topic 

Contributed 

Papers 

Statistics with Computing in the Evolving 

Undergraduate Curriculum 

Stat Ed 

Mon 8/10 8:30-10:20 Topic 
Contributed 

Panel 

Using “Real Data” for Teaching in the Health 
Sciences: Benefits, Challenges, Opportunities 

TSHS 

Mon 8/10 10:30-12:20 Contributed 

Papers 

Strategies, Issues, and Examples for Teachings 

Statistics in the Health Sciences 
TSHS 

Mon 8/10 2:00-3:50 Invited 

Papers 

Teaching Statistics for Better Decision Making in 

the Health Sciences 
TSHS 

Tue 8/11 8:30-12:20 Topic 

Contributed 
Papers 

Dose uncertainty and risk estimation in radiation 

epidemiology 
TSHS 

Tue 8/11 12:30-1:50 Roundtable Statistical Training for Residents, Fellows, and 

Staff: How, What, and How Often? 
TSHS 

Tue 8/11 2:00-3:50 Invited 
Panel 

Statistics Education through Online Education TSHS 

Tue 8/11 2:00-3:50 Contributed 

Posters 

Contributed Oral Poster Presentations TSHS 

Wed 8/12 7:00-8:15 Roundtable Teaching Statistics in a Hybrid or Online Format TSHS 

Wed 8/12 10:30-12:20 Topic 

Contributed 

Panel 

Statistical Competencies for TSHS Learners: 

Evolution & Evaluation 
TSHS 

Wed 8/12 2:00-3:50 Topic 
Contributed 

Panel 

Strategies for the Recruitment, Retention, and 
Successful Career Development of the 

Collaborative Biostatistician in an Academic 

Health Center 

Stat 
Consulting 

Wed 8/12 2:00-3:50 Invited 

Papers 

Expanding the Statistics Curriculum: Exciting 

Electives for Modern Undergraduates 

Stat Ed 

Thu 8/13 10:30-12:20 Invited 

Paper 

Professionalism, Professional Identity, and 

Training for Ethical Statistical Practice 

Ethics 

Thu 8/13 10:30-12:20 Invited 

Paper 

Statistical Methods and Learning from Electronic 

Health Records 

WNAR 
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TSHS Member Spotlight: Interview with Greg Fegan 
November 2014 

[Member Spotlight is a series featuring interviews with members of the TSHS Section. This interview was 
conducted through emails, in November 2014. The text is based on Greg Fegan’s own words, with minimal 
editing by Edna Ogada and Constantine Daskalakis.] 

  

 

      

 

Greg Fegan has a PhD in Epidemiology from Tulane University, New Orleans, LA, and a MSc in Information 

Systems Engineering from the Polytechnic of the South Bank, London, UK. He is Head of Statistics, KEMRI-

Wellcome Trust Research Programme, in Kilifi, Kenya. 

http://www.kemri-wellcome.org/index.php/en/profile/31  

https://www.linkedin.com/pub/greg-fegan/11/2b1/546 

Constantine: Greg, what has been your trajectory so far? It seems you went from the UK to the US and back, and 
for the past few years you have been living in Kenya. 

Greg: After a small stint of work in London doing research on people with disabilities, I went to the London 

School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) which exposed me to sub-Saharan Africa which I first 

visited in 1989 and led to my first publication (Lancet 1991;337(8756):1499-502). Pedro Alonso, the first author 
of that paper, is now the Director of the Global Malaria Programme at WHO. After failing to get the Head of 

Computing and Statistics job at UK Medical Research Councils’ (MRC) The Gambia, I was contacted by the 

USAID-funded DHS program with an offer to work for them, which led me to Maryland where I stayed for about 

http://www.kemri-wellcome.org/index.php/en/profile/31
https://www.linkedin.com/pub/greg-fegan/11/2b1/546
http://www.dhsprogram.com/
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a year and a half. MRC The Gambia, came calling again, which led to me working at the MRC’s labs in the 

Gambia as the Head of Computing and Statistics for a little over two years. The period in the Gambia was directly 

prior to my starting the PhD at Tulane.  

I’ve lived in the US three times: once during a year off from college in 1982/3 (when I hung out in Southern 

California, near Venice Beach, as a tourist), then again in 1989/90 (on an H-1 visa, when I worked for  DHS, 

living in Baltimore), and then most recently from 1994-2003 (during which time I attended Tulane School of 
Public Health and Tropical Medicine, living in New Orleans). Until about 2008 we used to take our annual home 

leave in the US, as both my wife and I were then permanent residents. 

Constantine: You were originally trained in Information Systems, right? How did you get interested in Statistics?  

Greg: Yes, I worked in computing for about 7-8 years, mainly with data entry and data management systems, 

rather than with the hardware. At some point in the early 1990s I was asked to closely manage the data for a 

malaria vaccine safety trial, and when playing around with a simple cross-tab on blinded data, I discovered 

something that was important for a related ongoing high-profile trial that we were also conducting at the time. 
Back then, I was primarily a computer/database guy, but stumbled upon a real finding by a simple, but 

appropriate, analysis. 

Constantine: What is your job and what does your ‘typical’ workday involve? 

Greg: I am Head of Statistics for the KEMRI-Wellcome Trust Research Programme, in Kilifi, Kenya. Kenya 

Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) is a parastatal organization that is charged by the Kenyan Ministry of Health 

to produce research of relevance to the health situation in the country. Wellcome Trust is an independent 

charitable foundation based in the UK. The KEMRI-Wellcome Trust Programme (KWTRP) is an independent 
entity formed as a partnership between KEMRI and Wellcome Trust, with a main site in Kilifi and a secondary 

site in Nairobi. The KWTRP has just celebrated its 25th anniversary, and is supported by a core grant from the 

Wellcome Trust, funneled through Oxford University. So, technically, I am employed by Oxford University, but 
I’m actually working full-time at the KWTRP at Kilifi. Our staff here number about 650, including about 20 

expatriates (all British bar two Dutch and one New Zealander). By the way, there are a number of other KEMRI 

centers like ours, where there is a largely expat-directed and funded research program embedded within a KEMRI 
center, including KEMRI-CDC, KEMRI-Walter Reed, and KEMRI-JICA (which is the Japanese equivalent of 

USAID, I believe).  

Regarding my day-to-day activities, to paraphrase and Anglicise Tukey a little, I mess around in a lot of other 

peoples’ gardens. A typical kind of day will usually involve activities such as reading proposals, commenting on 
manuscripts for publication, consulting with scientists about study designs, maybe reviewing a paper for PLoS 

One, where I am one of their many Statistical Advisors. Once in a while I get to open a stats package but far from 

daily. Each day, I usually will have a chat with junior colleagues, interns, or attachment students whom we host. I 
also attend protocol development meetings, data management meetings, and scientific review meetings. On a less 

frequent basis, I meet with PhD students whom I co-supervise or whom I assist with specific technical aspects of 

their work. 

Constantine: You have been a member of TSHS for a few years now. Do you consider TSHS your primary 

section or is it secondary? 

Greg: I would say primary. 

Constantine: What is your reason for participating in TSHS? 

Greg: I’m keen to know how to do my job better and to learn from others. 

Constantine: Do you go to JSM? If not, why not? If yes, what do you get out of it? 

Greg: I have never attended JSM. My post is funded by the core grant for the KEMRI-Wellcome Trust 
Programme and there really isn’t any money set aside for me to attend conferences just to attend. However, 

should I get a paper or poster accepted to a conference, then the Programme will usually fund such a trip. For 

http://www.kemri.org/
http://www.kemri.org/
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/
http://www.kemri-wellcome.org/
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/Funding/International/Major-Overseas-Programmes/Kenya/index.htm
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example, I attended the ASA’s Conference on Statistical Practice in New Orleans in 2013, where I had an e-poster 

on display.  

Constantine: Do you consider yourself an “isolated statistician”? If you even think of yourself primarily as a 
statistician (many of us seemed to have a lot broader scientific consultation and training roles, rather than just 

traditional statistical functions). 

Greg: I don’t really see myself isolated as a statistician, as we have at least 6 other people who have master-level 
training in statistics. I also have a good buddy and colleague in Tanzania, Jim Todd, with whom I regularly 

consult and whom I’ve known for over twenty years (going back to the time we were in The Gambia, where he 

was employed as the senior statistician at the MRC). I do see myself as a statistician, but maybe more as a 
statistical epidemiologist. However, it was partly my slight insecurity about not having a “stats” degree that I 

decided to get the PStat accreditation. Kenyans are very particular with, and arguably over influenced by, 

qualifications and I was concerned that my not having a formal qualification in Statistics could be a problem in 

the future. 

Constantine: What are your thoughts about statistics in the future? About statistics education? 

Greg: In my specific setup in Kenya I work for a research institute that happens to sponsor and host PhD level 

training, but we don’t do classical teaching/training per se, as most of our PhDs have no coursework 
requirements. However, Kenya is undergoing a massive expansion in tertiary-level education, with the number of 

degree granting institutions having expanded almost tenfold within the past few years. We have a number of 

arrangements, both formal and informal, to try and assist local universities with improving their training of their 

students. I believe that the only way that Kenya can meet this new demand is by reusing a lot of the very useful 
MOOC material that is coming out of the West. The young people here are becoming more and more tech-savvy 

and they are thirsty to show off what they can do. They are also ambitious, hard-working, entrepreneurial, and 

determined to learn and contribute.  

I am also a big believer and fan of Open Science. Nowadays, I always put my name to the stats reviews I do for 

PLoS One because I feel that is the right thing to do. I always cyberstalk the authors of papers I review and I think 

it is only fair that they can do likewise.  

I think that journals should start to also ask for data and code as supporting material to publications, and that we 

should be training the next generation to make this the norm. Tools such as R with Rstudio and GitHub make the 

ability to do that global and I am keen to promote such things. As I have often said to my younger colleagues, “I 

am old enough and ugly enough not to have to do reproducible research, but you aren’t, and I suspect that in your 
careers it is almost inevitable that the game will require this.”  

Constantine: Tell us a little bit about where you live and your life in Kenya. 

Greg: I have been in Kenya since 2003, coming here just after finishing my PhD. Kilifi is a beautiful spot on the 
Indian Ocean. The town itself has about 50,000 people and is located 65 km north of Mombasa, the second-largest 

city in Kenya. It is growing rapidly, especially since the inauguration of the local Pwani University, which has 

more than 5,000 students. A large and growing population of Kenyans who originate from other regions of the 
country have made Kilifi their permanent residence, investing both in the real estate and business markets. There 

is a long-established white Kenyan population that has been here since the mid-1970s, and there are also various 

other expatriates who have settled here. For example there are quite a few Italians who are either permanently 

here or own holiday homes. 

My non-work time is taken up with my family for the most part. The kids like to swim, bike, snorkel, and mess 

around on boats—when they’re not playing games on tablets. They go to a local school that is completely run on 

solar and is about 5 km from our house, which we built in 2012. Basically, we drew the plans and my wife project 
managed the whole thing—she is very organized. The school which the kids attend grew out of a bunch of us here 

at KWTRP who had kids of a similar age. It started as a small nursery near our work and has now grown to a 

school with over 100 kids in it.  

http://www.amstat.org/accreditation/
http://www.pu.ac.ke/
http://kivukoni.co.ke/
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TSHS Member Spotlight: Interview with Maria Ojeda 
November 2014 

[Member Spotlight is a series featuring interviews with members of the TSHS Section. This interview was 
conducted through emails and a follow-up telephone conversation, in November 2014. The text is based on Maria 
Ojeda’s own words, with minimal editing by Constantine Daskalakis.] 

 

  

 

Maria Ojeda has background in Psychology (BA), Epidemiology (MPH), and Nursing (BSN & MSN). She is 
currently pursuing a dual doctorate in Nursing (DNP/PhD) at the Goldfarb School of Nursing at Barnes-Jewish 

College. She completed her DNP in June 2014, and is a PhD candidate, hoping to graduate in 2015. She is Nurse 

Scientist at Baptist Health South Florida, Inc, in Miami, FL. 

http://www.linkedin.com/pub/maria-m-ojeda-arnp-msn-mph-dnp-phd-c-np-c/72/891/451  

 

Constantine: Maria, how did you get interested in statistics? 

Maria: I became interested in statistics during my undergraduate coursework for a Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology, for which three courses in statistics were required. I had no idea of what to expect since I did not 

know anyone else who had taken a statistics course! I also found “math” to be too abstract for my taste. However, 

I was pleasantly surprised by statistics. I actually liked it because it made sense to me. In other words, I could 
understand the logic behind it and envision its application right-away. Since then, I’ve completed about 9 courses 

in statistics, mostly at the graduate level.  

Constantine: What is your job and what does your ‘typical’ workday involve? 

Maria: My current position is as a Nurse Scientist at Baptist Health South Florida, Inc, in Miami, FL. I really feel 
lucky to be there and have the opportunity to get to do what I love. My main task is to assist nurses and other 

allied health professionals in the development/design of research projects, evidence-based practice change-

projects, and performance/quality improvement. The folks I mentor might range in experience from none to 
having served as the principal investigator on several projects.  

My work varies greatly from day to day. One day, I might spend my time brainstorming a new project in a 

problem-focused workgroup. On another day, I might present an introductory healthcare statistics course to a 
novice audience and then assist a principal investigator with the completion of IRB paperwork. The next day 

might be spent on data analysis for a research study, the development of graphic representations of data for a 

performance improvement project, the development of a new survey, etc. Just think of the full range of activities 

one might engage in, from inception through dissemination of a project, and that’s what I do.  

http://www.linkedin.com/pub/maria-m-ojeda-arnp-msn-mph-dnp-phd-c-np-c/72/891/451
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Constantine: You have been a member of TSHS since 2010. Do you consider TSHS your primary section or is it 

secondary?  

Maria: I would have to say yes, that TSHS is my primary section. 

Constantine: What is your reason for participating in TSHS? 

Maria: Well, part of my job is to teach research skills, including statistics, to health care professionals with little 

or no prior experience. It can be a tough audience. Many of them have negative preconceived notions regarding 
statistics, or as it is often referred to “the ‘S’ word.” It’s exciting when you teach a class and you hear feedback 

that you have helped alleviate someone’s anxiety about working with and understanding data, or when they tell 

you that “you are actually making me like statistics.” 

I chose to join the TSHS community because I am always looking for expert advice on new teaching strategies… 

what works, ways to simplify the learning process and translate statistical concepts using real-world examples. I 

have found that is the only way to engage the healthcare workforce… answer the question “how can I apply this 

to the practice setting?” 

Constantine: Do you go to JSM? If not, why not? If yes, what do you get out of it? 

Maria: I went to JSM in 2011 but I have not been able to attend since. I did not know what to expect. I was able 

to attend a few sessions presented by folks in the academic world. The focus was on how to engage students in the 
health professions in their statistics courses, which was interesting, although not readily applicable to my role. 

Since I do not have a degree in statistics, my statistical knowledge beyond graduate school is gained through self-

learning. So, I also attended sessions on specific statistical methods that I wanted to learn more about. I even took 

a brief course in R that was offered and found very informative. 

Constantine: What are your thoughts about statistics in the future? About statistics education? 

Maria: I really think that it is extremely important that statisticians engage the content experts in the fields in 

which they are providing statistical education. For example, they should work together in the development of 
courses, books, and materials that translate statistical concepts in ways that are meaningful to people who will be 

using them (such as relevant examples, implications for practice and research, etc.). We also need greater access 

to online statistical learning. While there are some providers of such content, the cost is relatively high. For 
example, anyone can learn a computer programming language practically for free online, but statistics courses are 

usually offered through formal academic institutions or professional organizations that charge hundreds, 

sometimes thousands of dollars. More and more, statistical knowledge has become a valuable skill within the 

workforce, and we need to improve access to different learning options. 

Constantine: Tell us something about your life and your interests in your free time. 

Maria: Spending time with my family is most precious. I also like to read good fiction, especially horror, do 

yoga, cross-stitch, and… ponder the mysteries of the universe (does this count as a pastime?). 
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From the editor; 

 

Looking forward to revisiting Seattle (I was there for JSM in 2006). With Google 
maps to help with public transit, lots to do in the TSHS and other sessions, good 

fellowship, and a beautiful city (not much rain yet in August) it should be a 

wonderful meeting.  Hope to see a lot of you there. 

 
Ed 
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