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Carol Bigelow welcomed attendees and provided an overview of the Section’s current activities 
and future plans.  She noted that a portal for educational resources would represent a major 
initiative for the section in the near future.  She announced that there would be drawings for 
books as a door prizes at the mixer immediately following the business meeting.

Jeri Harwood (Program Chair) reviewed the TSHS sponsored sessions and announced that 
there would be a competition for best contributed paper.

Felicity Enders (Program Chair Elect) solicited suggestions for invited sessions for JSM 2013.

Deborah Dawson (Secretary/Treasurer) provided a membership and financial report.

Bob Oster (Publications Officer) noted that the Section Newsletter was a primary means of 
communication for TSHS members.   He solicited comments and suggestions regarding the 
web site and its content.

Ed Gracely (Newletter Editor) asked that he be notified if TSHS members were not receiving 
their newsletter and encouraged members to submit brief discussions of interesting sessions or 
things that they had learned at JSM for inclusion in the newsletter.

Cyndy Long (Council of Sections Representative) reported on COS activities.  She indicated 
that ASA is requesting section involvement in activities related to the International Year of 
Statistics (2013) and the 175th Anniversary of ASA (2014).  She reported concerns centering 
around the large number of concomitant sessions at JSM and that Marie Davidian (COS 
President Elect) was soliciting ideas for innovative approaches and new formats.  She described 
the computer-based poster session model, which might be particularly effective for 
demonstrating graphical / interactive components of presentations.  ASA has purchased 20 
laptops and 20 large screens to pilot this approach.  Proposals for topic contributed paper 
sessions were also encouraged.  Jeri Harwood noted that the Topic Contributed Poster format 
was another possibility.  A further alternative format was the “soft boiled egg” session, where 
presenters in a topic-defined group each give a 2-3 minute presentation of their work before 
reversion to a standard poster session.

The formation of the new Section on Imaging was announced, and it was indicated that a new 
section focused on Mental Health was being put forward for consideration.  

Miranda Kroehl discussed a new ASA community for students and recent graduates, called 
“Teaching Statistics in Practice.”

It was announced that the new TSHS web site was up and running and that Constantine 
Daskalaskis would serve as the section’s Web Master.  It was noted that attendees should go to 
the new site through the ASA community page to access the new web site.



D. Keith Williams of the University of Arkansas was selected to receive the Outstanding 
Teaching Award for 2012.  His travel from Europe caused him to be unable to receive the award 
in person, and a representative from the University of Arkansas, Paula Roberson, accepted the 
award from Tomi Mori, who described Dr. Williams’ strong history of teaching, research and 
publication.  

It was announced that awards to be given by the section in 2013 included the Outstanding 
Teaching Award, the Distinguished Achievement Award, and the Young Investigator Award.

Carol Bigelow and Steve Grambow discussed the proposed portal for educational resources, 
envisioned as a portal for the navigation of existing resources, specifically for teachers.  Those 
interested in contributing were invited to attend a dinner at the Athens Market immediately 
following the mixer to continue the discussion, with a goal of developing endpoints for the next 
six months.  

The business meeting was followed by a drawing for door prizes and the social mixer.

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah V. Dawson
Secretary/Treasurer


