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The Section mixer started at 5:30 PM with about 20 attendees enjoying
conversation and the fine hors d’oeuvres, wine and beverages served. The business 
meeting presided by Cyndy Long, Section Chair, began at around 6 PM. She announced 
that 7 statistics books purchased by the section, 3 t-shirts and a travel pouch donated by 
Wiley and Company would be raffled off as door prizes. She collected business cards for 
the raffle. Everybody present introduced themselves. She announced that the $100 prize 
for best contributed paper went to John McGready of Johns Hopkins University. His talk 
was on Basic Biostats: Online Learning vs. Onsite Learning.

Lynn Ackerson (Council of Sections or COS  representative) gave her report on 
matters discussed at the COS meeting, namely: ASA seeking recommendations or 
applications for the position of ASA Executive Director as the current director is stepping 
down; the SPAIG (Statistical Partnerships among Academe, Industry, and Government) 
award available to organizations which have shown strong collaboration with one or two 
of these areas; ASA’s “member get a member” program; recommendations for improving 
the quality of posters presented at the JSM poster sessions; and our Section having a hard 
time getting contributed papers at the JSM because most department chairs do not give 
credit or funding for a faculty person giving a talk on teaching as opposed to statistical 
issues.

Gloria Caldito (Secretary-Treasurer) gave a summary of her Treasurer’s Report 
that she presented at the Executive Committee meeting earlier. As of 31 July 2006, we 
have a fund balance of $11,845.25, an increase of $987 over last year’s (on 8/1/2005) 
balance of $10,858.09. She mentioned Lynn Ackerson’s earlier remark that rather than 
accumulating our money, ASA recommends that we spend some of it on projects that 
would benefit the section members. Gloria also mentioned that Scott Evans had 
suggested a one-day conference during the year. A discussion followed about other ideas
and suggestions. Todd Nick suggested that the Section increase the amount of the “Best 
Paper” awards as they have been $100 per paper for the past 5 years. Ralph O’Brien 
recommended that we give out Young Investigator travel awards. These awards could 
solve our problem of having a hard time attracting contributed papers.

The value of our Section sponsoring continuing education (CE) courses was also 
discussed. Ralph O’Brien who will offer his power and sample size course at the 2007 
JSM is considering delivering an update of his course. He suggested that we invite Tom 
Lang to deliver another course on communication with non-statisticians.

Walter Ambrosius announced that our Section’s invited session at the 2007 JSM 
will be on the Summer Institute for Training in Biostatistics (SIBS) program supported 
by the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI) at Boston University, North 
Carolina State University, and the University of Wisconsin. Speakers will be 



representatives from the three universities and NHLBI. As Chair of our Section’s 
Nomination Committee, he announced that there will elections this year for TSHS 2009
Chair and 2008-2009 Secretary-Treasurer. There should at least be two running for each 
position. He asked that anybody who wants to run or has recommendations for either 
position contact him.

Cyndy recognized Jodi Lapidus as the 2008 Program Chair. Ed Gracely solicited 
materials for inclusion in the next TSHS Newsletter.

Ralph O'Brien asked as to who makes sure that the content on the TSHS website 
is up-to-date.  Bob Oster stated that this is now his responsibility as the newly appointed 
Publications Officer.  He will e-mail Rui Wang (the TSHS webmaster) and copy Ralph 
O'Brien on new material that should be added to the website as well as changes to current 
links and material that are already posted on the website.  Bob Oster also stated that he 
would ask Cyndy Long, Marlene Egger, and Scott Evans to look over any new material 
or changes prior to sending them to Rui Wang.

Door prizes were awarded during the meeting. Among the winners were Bob 
Riffenburg, Ed Gracely, Gloria Caldito, Todd Nick, Jodi Lapidus, Bob Oster, Ralph
O’Brien, Scott Evans and Sunil Dhar.

The meeting was adjourned at around 6:30 for extra “mixer” time.

Respectfully submitted,

Gloria Caldito, Ph.D.
TSHS Secretary-Treasurer 2006-2007


