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The section Mixer began at 5:30 PM with 20-25 people enjoying food, beverages, conversation, 
and networking. Walter Ambrosius, Section Chair, began the Business Meeting at approximately 6 PM by 
collecting business cards for the upcoming raffle. He announced that there were six books, a clock, and 
two t-shirts to be raffled during the meeting. Then, everybody present introduced themselves. Ambrosius 
presided at the meeting. He checked with attendees about the new Monday schedule for this 
mixer/meeting, and a short discussion followed.

Bob Oster, Chair of the Nominating Committee, announced that there will be elections this year 
for Chair-Elect and Council of Sections Representative and that anyone interested in nominating or 
running for either of these offices should let him know. He also mentioned that the revised TSHS Charter 
is now on the section website and will be the governing document for the section. Oster, also the section’s 
Past Chair, announced the winner of the TSHS Distinguished Achievement Award for outstanding service 
to the section for many years, Stephen Looney from the Louisiana State University Health Sciences 
Center. This is the highest award this section can give. Looney’s service was highlighted by Oster: active 
in TSHS 10-15 years, formerly the Section Chair, Program Chair, Publications Officer, Newsletter Editor 
for six years. Oster continued by describing how Looney inspired us all by his great service to the section, 
giving great advice, and leading by example. Looney accepted the plaque and check which went with the 
award in his understated and humble way, although he stated he was overwhelmed, “did it all for fun,” 
and said his service to the section wasn’t work, it was a group effort and he worked with a really good 
group of officers.

Ambrosius recognized Janet Tooze as the Program Chair for 2006. Tooze asked for volunteers to 
give a talk or a topic contributed panel for JSM in Seattle in 2006, the first time the meeting will be held 
there. Ambrosius announced that Patrick Tarwater was to be the Program Chair for 2007 as well as 
organizing the roundtable luncheon program, which includes both ideas and presenters, for JSM 2006.

Next, Ambrosius introduced Bob Riffenburgh who was on the Committee on nominations for 
ASA Fellows. He requested input from the section for future fellow nominees and then recognized and 
congratulated TSHS’s Ralph O’Brien for his President’s Award and new ASA Fellow status. O’Brien told 
us it was “a huge, huge honor,” especially because he comes from a background where he did not have a 
degree in statistics. He also thanked TSHS for sponsoring his short course which gave him visibility. He 
told us “Thanks, it’s a big deal.” O’Brien then enthusiastically acknowledged Stephen Looney as the 
reason why the section is here in the first place, as well as Todd Nick.

All door prizes were awarded (Stephen Looney, Ed Gracely, Janet Tooze, Ralph O’Brien, Jim 
Godbold, and Renee Stolove were among the lucky winners who selected a book, Bob Riffenburgh took 
the clock, and Marlene Egger and Deborah Dawson each took home a t-shirt).

The meeting was adjourned for additional “mixer” time at 6:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Reena Deutsch, Ph.D.
TSHS Secretary 2004-2005


