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James Leeper, Section Chair, presided at the meeting. His “state of the section” report indicated that our 
current membership is stable at approximately 600 members. He sought volunteers for Publications 
Officer. He thanked Cyndy Long for a great program and Stephen Looney for his great work producing 
and distributing the section newsletter. 
 
Naomi Fineberg presented the Treasurer’s report and was thanked for her service during the past three 
years. 
 
Cyndy Long reported on the program. She thanked Ralph O’Brien for the course on sample size and the 
individuals who worked on the invited program. We did not give an award for posters since we only had 
two posters. She mentioned that section officers are not eligible to win awards for papers or posters. The 
two Best Contributed paper winners were Rossi Hassad and Patrick Tarwater. Brent Shelton will chair the 
program next year but was unable to be present. Cyndy reported for him that an invited session was 
planned and he was looking for roundtable and contributed session ideas. 
 
We decided to give an award to the organizer of the best topic contributed session.  The Executive 
Committee will determine the award winner.  Members of the Executive Committee are not eligible to 
win this award. 
 
Stephen Looney reported on the Section newsletter and problems that occurred with it. He led a 
discussion about switching the newsletter to email. 
 
Council of Sections Representative Ralph O’Brien reported that ASA has a new building, there is a new 
ASA journal Inference, and that we can consult the ASA website for information about strategic planning 
and $100,000 for a strategic initiative. Also, he reported that ASA is soliciting proposals for Special 
Topic conferences and that some funds exist to support them. The ASA Education Section has re-
organized (Continuing Education, K-16, Research and Graduate Education). The page limits for the JSM 
Proceedings are now 8 (up from 6) pages for Contributed papers and 10 (up from 8) pages for Invited 
papers. 
 
We discussed increasing the links from our web site to teaching material. Peter Imrey mentioned an 
Epidemiology Supercourse, which is a collection of 7-800 lectures on epidemiology available on the web. 
He suggested that we consider doing something similar for statistics. 
 
James Leeper spoke of his hopes for the future and notified everyone of the increase in dues to $7. 
 
Chair-Elect Robert Oster asked for suggestions for next year. Walter Ambrosius, Chair-Elect-Elect, was 
introduced. Other future officers were also introduced. 
 
Several door prizes were distributed and we adjourned for a social hour. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Naomi S. Fineberg, Secretary/Treasurer, 2002-2003 
Reena Deutsch, Secretary/Treasurer, 2004-2005 


