ASA Section on Teaching of Statistics in the Health Sciences (TSHS)
Business Meeting at JSM 2025
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19 September 2025 / 2:30-3:30pm EST

Zoom Link: 
https://rutgers.zoom.us/j/92068069816?pwd=Jpab0frXmEG8VwJ7xGd0Jvkcab5jBv.1 
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1. [bookmark: _heading=h.ncc2m3567p97]Call to Order (Jaya) – Start recording 

Meeting started at 2:32 PM ET. 


2. [bookmark: _heading=h.bvfqle3ux3ot]Review/Approval of August 2025 minutes (Angelo)

	Minutes approved at 2:33 PM ET. 

3. [bookmark: _heading=h.tsoerlrr4gd7]JSM 2025 Program – Best Contributed Presentation Award (Mingzhao, Melinda + input from Alex)

· We had a brief meeting after JSM to discuss the best contributed presentation. 
	
· 6 votes received for the award. 5 votes for paper titled Replication, Replication - Creation of a Biostatistics Capstone Course – by Lynette Smith, University of Nebraska Medical Center. This is the winning paper. 


4. JSM 2026 Program (Alex)  

· Updates on invited session submissions
· We ultimately had 3 submissions that selected TSHS as 1st sponsor
· Selected a submission that had the broadest application across teaching statistics in the health sciences from students to trainees to post-graduate settings
· Other two submissions will be submitted to the “competition” period where each section can provide 2 submissions to be considered across all sections for an additional number of limited spots
· Call for topic contributed session proposals: November 13 – December 10, 2025
· Will send out announcements in early November
· Call for contributed paper/poster submissions: December 2, 2025 – February 2, 2026
· Will send out announcements in early November

5. Program Chair-Elect – (Amanda)

Dr. Kristen McQuerry will be Program Chair-Elect for 2026. 

6. Article for Blog and Amstat News (Jaya)

Suggestion: 
· We can prepare a short summary about award winners. 
· A sample from a prior TSHS submission to Amstat News is here: https://magazine.amstat.org/blog/2022/06/01/tshs-2/ 
· A sample from our Blog is here: https://tshsblog.wixsite.com/main/blog-1/archive/2024/10 
· Ming can add to this the Best Contributed Presentation Award info. 
· We submit this to Amstat News and Blog – or a short version to Amstat News and a detailed version (with JSM sessions) to Blog. 
· Ed will add the link to the blog to the website.
· Jaya to reach out to Melinda and Ming with bullet points for Blog after this meeting. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.ahdnqryjrhpe]
7. [bookmark: _heading=h.xhr74g32dx7s]Treasury Report (John)

Will have third quarter figures next Month. Budget for next year due on Oct 31, 2025. 

Expenses for awards given out at JSM 2025 have been posted. 

8. [bookmark: _heading=h.d6kq62p7k5k]Webinar Coordinator
· Darsy steps down due to health reasons. We wish Darsy the best and a speedy recovery. 
	
	Email from Darsy (Wednesday, September 17, 2025, 7:13pm EST): 
Dear Jaya,
I am writing to formally resign from my role as Webinar Coordinator for TSHS, effective September 18, 2025.
Since taking on this role in June 2022, I have greatly valued the opportunity to contribute to TSHS’s mission by organising and facilitating webinars that have fostered knowledge-sharing and engagement within our teaching statistics in the health sciences community. However, due to health conditions, I find myself unable to continue in this capacity.
I am deeply grateful for the support and collaboration from the TSHS team during my time. To ensure a smooth transition, I am happy to help with handing over any outstanding tasks or documentation to a successor, as needed. 
Thank you for the privilege of serving in this role, and I wish TSHS continued success in its endeavours.
Regards,
Darsy.

· Discuss ideas for new webinar coordinator. 

	Jaya will reach out to Keith Lohse to gauge his interest in taking this position. 

Darsy will provide a brief description of the position responsibilities. 

9. Portal Update (Carol, Jenna)

Carol to send an announcement notice to Heather about the new dataset recently posted via Amy. Currently working on obtaining another dataset through UMASS. 

Carol is planning to request that the editorial board do a meeting sometime in the fall to map out what we'd like to accomplish in the coming year, and how people are feeling about the portal, and whether they recommend some improvements. 
 
10. Education Council Meeting update (Jaya)
Jaya attended the Education Council meeting at JSM. 
Sections can highlight any key initiative (not routine or expected initiative) to ASA Board to get feedback on ways to increase visibility of the initiative and any other ideas. We can reach out to Ji-Hyun Lee or Bonnie Ghosh Dastidar for this. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.586sa5q94hur]Consider including a short mission or vision statement regarding the portal. Also possibly include a description of the webinar series. Put together some bullet points and have a discussion amongst the committee to discuss the strongest points. E.g., share the publication by Amy and Carol on the portal. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09332480.2021.2003638

11. [bookmark: _heading=h.uhddyap85zxj]Blog Update (Charlotte)
TSHS JSM 2025 post - Information from JSM 2025 to be compiled and posted on the blog. 
	 

12. [bookmark: _heading=h.hpctc7rrym6b]Publicity Update (Heather)

No current updates. 

13. [bookmark: _heading=h.6sl864e7vpi4]Website/YouTube Update (Ed)
 
Awardees have been added, with pictures, to the Website. I have the paper for young investigation and such, but a blog post, especially for Distinguished Achievement, would be very helpful.

Add something regarding program chair-elect. 

14. [bookmark: _heading=h.i5tcbbdri0v5]Council of Sections Update (Jacqui) 

Below from JSM discussion – we can discuss ideas if we have time today or bring it to top of agenda in the next or a future meeting. 
Council of Sections meeting held yesterday. Any possible changes to dues by August 13th. No changes to our section dues. 

Section budget due by October 31 from Treasurer (John). Budgetwise we are doing well. The median balance of money in the bank of all sections is $25,000. 

TSHS doing well in section engagement. New member engagement is good. 39% of sections publish newsletters. 36% have new member initiatives. 71% of sections do student awards but TSHS does not. Is it possible to think about a way to include students. 

Member communication has been low even with engagement on social media. 

Only 25% of sections offer courses. Need to ensure sufficient enrollment. Encouraged sections to have mentoring programs since only 25% of sections have it. 

30% of sections have declining membership. JSM registration was lower this year. 

Will receive a formalized document on section fundraising to better clarify what we can and cannot do for fundraising. 

COS met in September.  A few updates:
-COS is working to finalize fundraising policies for sections and interest groups.  Interests groups cannot fundraise, if they need funds they should get funding through ASA’s budget.  For all sections, they are asking that we reach out to ASA Development Office prior to soliciting corporate support.

-”ASA Section Showdown”  For ASA Giving Day (Nov 21) sections will battle for MVP (Most Valuable Percentage), given to the section with the greatest percentage of section members who donate. The winning section will receive $500 towards a JSM Mixer. 

-Section fund balances: Section leadership should maintain a section balance that 1) keep an amount needed to protect the section’s core programs during potential revenue shortfalls, 2) spend funds required to support new section activities.

15. [bookmark: _heading=h.5mrqxfdroglv]Fellows Committee Update (Amy)

Amy was beginning to put together a team to work on one nomination this year, but the individual contacted Amy and said they would actually like to delay 1 or 2 years. 

Amy will also attend a webinar on how to put a nomination package together. Shared in chat by Melinda: Fellows town hall, Meeting Registration - Zoom
16. [bookmark: _heading=h.7amxapesca5e]New Member Welcome (Angelo)

Quarter 3 ends on 9/30. Will reach out to Moira Skelley to get information on new members and reach out in early October to Jaya for text regarding the new member welcome message. 
	
17. [bookmark: _heading=h.65xtjwa6v8zq]Section Handbook/Operations Manual (Jacqui)
· Jaya has reviewed (and will work to post edit version before the meeting). 


18. [bookmark: _heading=h.yrj0m6vpoa9z]Other Business
[bookmark: _heading=h.xwl75j03w0s]
[bookmark: _heading=h.58wgtaj0mlfb]Volunteer request (Jaya)
[bookmark: _heading=h.gqd34qd1uf2y]Keith Lohse of Washington University School of Medicine reached out to Ron Wasserstein expressing interest in volunteering in a teaching-related section. Ron connected Keith with TSHS and StatEd sections. Do we have any volunteer opportunities in which Keith can engage? Any other ideas? Email from Keith to Ron below. Jaya informed Keith that we will reach out to him after our discussions.

Hello! 
My name is Keith Lohse and I am an associate professor at Washington University School of Medicine. I am also accredited as a Professional Statistician (PStat) and have been an ASA member since 2018. I am writing to inquire about potential service opportunities within the ASA.
 
Working as an applied statistician in a medical school and regularly teaching students about statistics in clinical and research-driven doctoral programs, I have greatly valued my ASA membership and the work that the ASA does. With some of my other professional commitments coming to an end this year, I am interested in service/volunteer opportunities within the ASA. 
 
In particular, I think I would be well suited to service opportunities in the Section on the Teaching of Statistics in the Health Sciences or Section on Statistics and Data Science Education. I would be excited to contribute wherever help is needed most and wherever I might be a good fit. I have been somewhat isolated in my role at WashU - being embedded in a clinical department - so I am eager to establish more connections within the ASA community. 
 
Thank you very much and please redirect this email as needed,
Keith 
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