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Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting 
January 21, 2022 

 
 

Executive Committee  

Elected Officers (Voting) Present? 

Jacqueline Hicks Chair (2022) ☒ 

Ann Brearley Past-Chair (2022) ☒ 

Maria Ciarleglio Chair-Elect (2022) ☒ 

Amy Nowacki Council of Sections representative (2022-2024) ☒ 

Appointed Voting Officers   

Jesse Troy Secretary (2022-2023) ☒ 

Bob Oster Treasurer (2022-2023) ☒ 

Brandon George Program Chair (2022) ☒ 

Amanda Ellis Program Chair-Elect (2022) ☒ 

Ed Gracely Webmaster ☒ 

Heather Hoffman Publicity Officer ☒ 

John Doucette Blog Editor ☒ 

Appointed Non-Voting Officers   

Travis Loux Resource Review Editor ☐ 

Carol Bigelow Portal co-director ☒ 

Doug Landsittel Portal co-director ☐ 

Amy Nowacki ASA Fellows Nominations chair ☐ 

Tom Braun Webinar coordinator ☐ 

Ada Youk Career Development chair ☒ 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

Jacqui opened the meeting at 1:03pm Eastern. 
 

REVIEW/APPROVAL OF December 2021 MINUTES 

 
● Motion: To approve the minutes of the December 17, 2021 meeting. The motion was 

seconded and approved. 
 

WELCOME NEW OFFICERS 

● Jacqui Hicks, the new Chair for 2022, welcomed the following new officers to the TSHS 
Executive Committee: 

o Maria Ciarleglio (Chair-elect in 2022) 
o Amy Nowacki (new COS rep 2022-2024) 
o Amanda Ellis (new Program Chair elect in 2022) 

 



TREASURY REPORT 

 
● Bob reported that no new information on the bank balance has been received from ASA 

since last month. The ASA is revising section financial reports for 2021 and that won’t be 
done for a couple weeks.  

● Bob estimated the bank balance should be ~$20k.  
 
JSM UPDATES 

● Brandon reported the following: 
o Contributed abstracts are open until Feb. 1. Advert went out to the section on 

January 2nd. No submissions have been received yet. 
o Pandemic fatigue: 

▪ Submissions seem low across the board this year. For comparison, 
SSDSE only has one abstract at the last check. 

▪ The word from ASA is that JSM will be live, but they seem aware that 
some speakers may not want to travel and are being vague about 
whether it could be a hybrid conference. Other ASA conferences, e.g., the 
Conference on Statistical Practice (CSP) have gone from being 
postponed to going virtual with a runway of only a few weeks so we might 
expect that plans for JSM will continue to evolve. 

▪ The annual program chair meeting is also up in the air. It is supposed to 
be in-person at ASA HQ in Alexandria, VA in February/March, but we 
have gotten no info about it. 

o One roundtable abstract has been submitted to our TSHS. 
 
AWARDS COMMITTEE UPDATE 

● Ann will meet with Laila to get up to speed about what needs to be done and take over 
control of the TSHS Gmail account. 

 
WEBINARS UPDATE 

● Tom is on sabbatical this semester and has requested to step down as Webinar Chair. 
Discussion about a replacement for Tom is ongoing. 

● Jesse suggested a webinar committee to solicit ideas based on the theme “This is How I 
Teach…” 

 

CAREER DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE UPDATE 

● Ada reached out to some people who expressed interest in the committee at the JSM mixer. 
She is interested in working with the committee to develop a webinar on career 
development.  

● Ann is doing a similar session on career development at JSM in August. Ann and Ada will 
talk about aligning these two presentations.  

 
PUBLICITY UPDATE 

o Heather reported that the fall webinar summary posted on the blog 
 
BLOG UPDATE 

● John discussed the report that and Travis provided in advance of the meeting:  
 



“The blog improvement committee (Jacqui, Ed, John, and Laila) met and made 
significant progress in refining our Wix experience. Laila successfully put a general 
search function into the page that works nicely. She also added a subscribe button.  
 
The sense of the committee was that Wix seems actually able to do what we want. 
 
The biggest issues are two – (1) to be sure the content is covered that is needed. 
Towards that end, Ed sent John a structure for things that used to go in the newsletter, 
and John will use that to create a version for blog posts to be sure that topics like awards 
(given ones as well as deadlines for nominations), notice of JSM sessions, various 
relevant reports, and so on, are provided in a regular way.  
 
(2) Ensuring that the blogs reach their intended audience. There are currently only 70 
subscribers, and many of those are duplicates, so perhaps only 40-50 different names. 
And some of them (notably Laila, but others as well) aren’t getting the blog notices.  
 
We considered an opt out policy (rather than the current opt in) that would allow John to 
import all the TSHS member names.  We also considered sending notices of new blog 
posts via the ASA community (but that only reaches members, and we may have blog 
subscribers who are not). We need to figure out why some people are not getting 
notices.  John will do a more structured test (like letting the Exec Board know when one 
is coming so we can all watch for it).” 
 

● After some discussion the Executive Committee decided to switch to an opt-out policy. 
Jesse will send the membership list to John so he can make sure everyone is signed up. 

 
WEBSITE/YOUTUBE UPDATE 

o No updates 
 
PORTAL UPDATE 
o Carol reported that she is still looking for co-director of portal to replace Doug and asked 

that recommendations be sent to her directly. Carol is considering a blog post to advertise 
the position. This could be part of a larger invitation to become involved with the section 
(e.g., we need a webinar committee also). Carol will work with Heather on this. 

o A proposal was sent to the submitter of the scurvy dataset (Peter Higgins at University of 
Michigan) to use this as a teaching resource on abstracting data rather than as a dataset 
resource. 

o Carol will work with Heather on an announcement of the funding for preparing dataset 
submissions. 

 
COUNCIL OF SECTIONS UPDATE 

● No updates 
 
FELLOWS NOMINATIONS UPDATE 
● Amy gave the following update on the two nominees. The deadline for submission is March 

1, 2022. 
o Nomination #1: Received all 3 letters of support, draft supporting statements and 

nomination team (Ann/Jacqui) is now working on finalizing supporting statements 
before submission 



o Nomination #2: Received all 3 letters of support, draft supporting statements and 
nomination team (Amy/Bob) is now working on finalizing supporting statements 
before submission 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
● New Member Welcome Process: announce new members monthly (or with some other 

frequency).  Automatically add them to the blog? 
o The discussion centered around a welcome email to new members every month. 

A form letter. 
o The secretary could do the following every month: 

● Download the new members every month 
● Send form letter to the new members 
● Send list to John for the blog 

o Jesse will report next month on how many new members do we get every month. 
Jacqui will draft the form letter. 

● Nominations for ASA President (must come from academia), VP (must come from industry) 
and Treasurer positions should be sent to elections@amstat.org or to ron@amstat.org with 
some background information about the candidate.  The deadline is Feb 1. 

 
NEXT MEETING 

Next meeting: Friday, February 18, 2022, 1pm Eastern via Zoom 
 
Jacqui adjourned the meeting at 1:39pm Eastern. 
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