
 1 

American Statistical Association 
Section on Teaching of Statistics in the Health Sciences 
Minutes of the February Executive Committee Meeting 

February 19, 2021 
 

Attendees: Ann Brearley (Chair), Bob Oster (Treasurer), Carol Bigelow (Portal Co-Director), 
Heather Hoffman (Publicity Officer), Jacqui Hicks (Chair-Elect), Brandon George (Program 
Chair-Elect), Doug Landsittel (Portal Co-Director), Jaya Satagopan (Program Chair), Amy 
Nowacki (ASA Fellows Nominations Chair), John Doucette (Blog Editor), Jesse Troy 
(Secretary), Ed Gracely (Webmaster), Tom Braun (Webinars), Maria Ciarleglio (Past Program 
Chair) 
 
Not in Attendance: Jose-Miguel Yamal (Council of Sections Representative), Travis Loux 
(Resource Review Editor), Laila Poisson (Past Chair) 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

• Ann called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM (Eastern). 
 
NEW MEMBER INTRODUCITON 

• Tom Braun from University of Michigan joined the committee and will help with setting up 
Webinars 

 
REVIEW/APPROVAL OF January 2020 MINUTES 

• Motion: To approve the minutes of the January 15 meeting. The motion was made and 
seconded. The motion was approved. 

 
CHARTER REVIEW UPDATE 

• Ann reported that the revised charter has been sent to Rick Peterson at ASA and will be 
on the ballot for Spring 2021. 

• Ann will discuss revisions to the handbook at the next meeting.  
 
TREASURY REPORT 

• Bob reported that this month’s financial report is not available from ASA yet but that he 
expects the account balance to have increased ~$300-$400 since last month from 
collection of dues and accrual of interest. There have been no expenditures yet this 
year.  

 
JSM UPDATE  

• Jaya reported that there has been no change to the plans for the 3 contributed topic 
sessions that were discussed at the January Executive Committee meeting.  

• Brandon presented the following proposal for roundtable sessions. The group discussed 
that the most likely format for these sessions will be online, but the exact details are yet 
to be worked out. 
 
Morning Session 
o ID: 317417  
o Sponsor: Section on Teaching of Statistics in the Health Sciences  
o Title: Developing Pathways for Entrance into Biostatistics Programs  
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o Abstract: "Success in a Biostatistics program often requires students to enter the 
program with prerequisite health-related domain knowledge and strong quantitative 
skills. Students with non-stem undergraduate degrees may have strong health-
related domain knowledge but not the essential quantitative skills. The potential lack 
of quantitative skills is especially true of those students in minority groups 
underrepresented in STEM fields. Traditionally students joining a Biostatistics 
program need three semesters of calculus and a course in linear algebra. These 
prerequisites would require students to take three semesters of post-bachelorette 
work before entering a program. 

 
Further, these courses are traditionally aimed at engineering students and may feel 
like a hurdle into joining the program. This roundtable will discuss pathways for those 
students with robust health-related domain knowledge that lack the prerequisite 
quantitative skills to enter a biostatistics program. Examples include the infusion of 
prerequisite knowledge into the program's curriculum and accelerated courses 
specifically designed to cover prerequisite material in a targeted manner and in 
context to Biostatistics."  
 

o Contact: "Amanda Rae Ellis, University of Kentucky 657 Bishop Dr, Lexington, KY 
40505 United States arelli4@uky.edu  

o Keywords: Teaching Biostatistics, Applied Biostatistics, education, health-sciences 
 

Afternoon Roundtable 
o ID: 317469  
o Sponsor: Section on Teaching of Statistics in the Health Sciences  
o Title: Best Approaches to Teaching Statistics Online  
o Abstract: We will have a lively discussion on the approaches to teaching statistics 

online. What works and what doesn't, as well as tips and tricks to engage a wide 
variety of students from different background (nurses, physicians, researchers).  

o Contact: "Hoang  Nguyen, University of Texas Medical Branch at Galveston 301 
University Blvd, Galveston, TX 77555-1132 United States hnguyen@utmb.edu  

o Keywords: Virtual Classroom, Lesson Plans, Blackboard, SAS, Mobile devices (eg 
iPad, iPhone), Video editing 

 
PUBLICITY UPDATE 

• Heather informed the group that the call for awards was published in the February issue 
of Amstat News (see page 36). The deadline for nominations is May 15, 2021. 

• Heather also reported that the next survey for the publications report will be released 
within the next two months. John said he would write a blog post about the call for 
awards. 

 
BLOG UPDATE 

• John asked whether the Blog should have a combined Secretary/Treasurer’s report as 
the old format newsletter used to do. Bob responded that the newsletter report was 
mainly based on the secretary role and didn’t include much from the treasurer. John and 
Jesse will be in touch about writing this section of the blog. Ed asked John and Jesse to 
consider innovative ways to make this report short but interesting for the membership.  
 

  

https://magazine.amstat.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/FEBRUARY21_archive.pdf
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WEBSITE/YOUTUBE UPDATE 
 

• Ed reminded the committee that future webinar hosts should be approached prior to the 
webinar to get permission for recording and posting of the webinar on the Youtube 
channel.  

• Tom Braun will contact our previous speakers and obtain permission to post their 
recorded Webinars on Youtube. 
 

WEBINARS UPDATE 

• Ann reported that she is in the process of scheduling the next webinar with Subha Nair 
(see January 2021 meeting minutes for details) with the hope that the webinar will be 
schedule in March.  

• Ann also reported that she received a proposal for a webinar on how to teach flipped 
classrooms from Michael Swartz at the University of Texas Health Sciences Center and 
will follow up with him for more details. The goal is to do four webinars every year (Fall, 
Winter, Spring, and Summer). 

• Tom Braun reported that he is discussing with Laila Poisson the possibility of finding 
someone to do a webinar on how to design anti-racist statistics curricula in the health 
sciences.  

 
COUNCIL OF SECTIONS UPDATE 

• No update. Jose-Miguel could not attend the meeting today.  
 
FELLOWS NOMINATIONS UPDATE 

• Amy reported that two nominees have been identified for 2022 and 3 letter writers were 
identified for each of the nominees. The committee membership is now complete with 
Doug Landsittel agreeing to serve in the last unfilled position. 

 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 

• Ann reported that she is still working on tasks from the last meeting related to finding a 
new chair for the Career Development Committee  

 
PORTAL UPDATE 

• Doug and Carol reported they are in the process of putting the next meeting agenda 
together and are working on new ideas about where to get fresh datasets and 
considering a possible dedication to Roslyn Stone. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

• Ann will contact Laila and Amy about setting up a reception at JSM. Carol suggested the 
section’s handbook might be helpful in this regard.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

• Ann adjourned the meeting at 1:45 PM (Eastern). 
 
NEXT MEETING 

• The next meeting is scheduled for March 19, 2021 at 1:00pm EST 

o%09https:/community.amstat.org/tshs/announcements/educationalactivities

