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American Statistical Association 
Section on Teaching of Statistics in the Health Sciences 

Minutes of the January 2021 Executive Committee Meeting 
January 15, 2021 

 
Attendees: Ann Brearley (Chair), Laila Poisson (Past Chair), Bob Oster (Treasurer), Carol 
Bigelow (Portal Co-Director), Heather Hoffman (Publicity Officer), Jacqui Hicks (Chair-Elect), 
Brandon George (Program Chair-Elect), Doug Landsittel (Portal Co-Director), Jaya Satagopan 
(Program Chair), Amy Nowacki (ASA Fellows Nominations Chair), John Doucette (Blog Editor), 
Jesse Troy (Secretary) 
 
Not in Attendance: Jose-Miguel Yamal (Council of Sections Representative), Maria Ciarleglio 
(Past Program Chair), Ed Gracely (Webmaster), Travis Loux (Resource Review Editor) 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

• Ann called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM (Eastern). 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

• The committee’s newest members introduced themselves to the group. 

• Jesse Troy is at Duke University and is joining the committee as Secretary 

• Doug Landsittel is at the University of Pittsburgh and is joining the committee as 
Portal Co-Director 

  
REVIEW/APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 2020 MINUTES 

• Motion: To approve the minutes of the December 18 meeting. The motion was made 
and seconded. The motion was approved. 

 
TREASURY REPORT 

• Bob reported that the current treasury balance is $18,225. 

• One expense was paid for the Best Contributed Paper Award (Sujata Patil) for $100. 
There are no outstanding expenses to be paid.  

 
JSM UPDATE  

• Jaya updated the committee on proposals for JSM 2021: 
i. Panel discussion: “Assessing PhD Readiness in Biostatistics” 

o The topic is related to emerging trends in the format for qualifying 
examinations in biostatistics PhD programs. 

o The panelists include: 
1. Laura Le, Division of Biostatistics, School of Public Health, 

University of Minnesota 
2. Mark Van Der Laan, Departments of Statistics and Biostatistics, 

University of California 
3. Peter Hoff, Statistical Science 
4. Lu Wang, Department of Biostatistics, University of Michigan 

ii. 3 topic contributed sessions 
o Dr. Madhu Mazumdar of Mt Sinai: Engaging Minority and Underserved 

Populations in Health Science: Education and Training for Careers in 
Statistics and Data Science 
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o Dr. Philip Sedgwick of University of London: Teaching Statistics in the 
Health Sciences: Innovations, Updates, and Best Practice 

o Dr. Amy Laird of Oregon Health & Science University: Justice Equity 
Diversity and Inclusion Outreach Group 

 
FELLOWS NOMINATIONS UPDATE 

• Amy Nowacki reported that the next nominations will be for 2022 
o Two nominees have been identified 
o All 3 letter writers are already identified for 1 of the nominees 
o 2 of 3 letter writers have been identified for the 2nd nominee 

• Motion (by Ann): Form a nominating committee for ASA fellows. The motion was 
seconded. The motion passed. Discussion regarding the proposed committee 
membership is summarized below. No final decisions were made and these details 
continue to be discussed. 
  

Chair.  The standing member serving the second year of the 2-year term 
  
Membership. Two standing members and up to two annual members. Amy 
indicated that if any committee member is the official nominator, they cannot be 
letter writers.  
 
Term of membership.  The standing member and chair will serve 2-year terms. 
Initial terms for new members may be set by the Chair of the Section for one, 
two, or three years so that, one of two members shall be appointed each year. 
The annual members will serve 1-year terms and be selected to support the 
year’s nominations. 
  
Responsibilities. The Fellows Nominating Committee solicits nominations from 
the section membership in late spring. Up to two TSHS members are selected for 
ASA Fellow nomination. The standing members recruit annual members, two per 
nomination, to assist with the nomination packet development. The committee 
should solicit letters of support in early fall and assist the nominee with preparing 
the needed statements. The chair oversees the packet preparation and timeline 
to ensure submission (usually March). If the title of Fellow is awarded to the 
nominee(s), the Committee Chair, or a delegate, will introduce the new Fellow(s) 
at the JSM TSHS Business Meeting and will prepare a statement about their 
accomplishments for a post in the TSHS blog. 
 

 
YOUTUBE UPDATE 

a. Ed was not able to make the meeting but sent the following e-mail update and list of 
questions for discussion. 

o Ed’s email: 
 
“We now have a "TSHS" YouTube channel. I can assign others besides myself 
as managers (a good idea if we end up with much there). 
https://youtu.be/oOpyo4m1KBg  -- Doug's (copied) talk. 
I put it on the website in the News --> Educational activities tab, with the other 
public-access webinars. 
Since YouTube allows unlimited megabytes of total videos and I have now set up 
this account to allow several hours for each, we should easily be able to post 

https://youtu.be/oOpyo4m1KBg
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future webinars this way and not have to deal with the limitations of the ASA web 
site for such things.” 
 
o Items for discussion 

▪ Do we want to put our past webinars on YouTube as well? 
▪ Do we want to make the YouTube webinars public and findable by 

anyone (vs. only available to people with the link, as presently)? 

• Ed’s email: “These can be posted for universal viewing, with 
tags and key words so anyone who searches YouTube for 
"Teaching statistics" would find it.” 
 

b. Discussion on the above points was: 
o Ann: When presenters register, we tell them the webinar will be recorded and 

posted online for people to view later. Webinars are currently posted on the 
public part of the TSHS website. 

o Doug: we may need to make this clearer to presenters and offer them an 
opportunity to opt out of public posting. 

o Laila: If possible, we can make some videos on YouTube public and others 
accessible to a limited audience based on the presenter’s wishes.  

c. The group came to agreement that the general policy will be to put webinars on 
YouTube since they are already on the TSHS public website, but the presenter’s 
permission will be obtained before making the webinars publicly viewable on YouTube. 
 

WEBINARS UPDATE 
a. Ann updated the group on plans for the winter webinar, which she is currently 

scheduling. Jaya indicated a date in late March would be best.  
o  “Teaching Statistics Online during the Pandemic – Sharing Experiences from 

Multiple Continents”, panel discussion organized by Subha Nair (India) 
b. Laila proposed Tom Braun at the University of Michigan for the position of Webinar 

Coordinator. If Tom agrees to take the position, he can help flesh out the rest of the 
webinar schedule. 

 
SUGGESTIONS FOR WEBINARS, MENTORING, AND PROMOTING PROMOTIONS 

a. The committee discussed Sujata Patil at Cleveland Clinic as a possible chair for the 
mentoring committee. Ann will contact Sujata to gauge her interest. Laila will provide 
additional suggestions to Ann. 

b. The committee discussed combining the Promoting Promotions and Mentoring 
Committees into a single Career Development Committee and there was general 
agreement that this would be a good approach. Several committee members noted that 
the section’s mentoring program has had difficulty recruiting mentees in the past, and 
that re-focusing on career development rather than general mentoring might increase 
interest. 

 
CHARTER REVIEW UPDATE 

a. Ann will check with Rick Peterson regarding the due date for revisions.  
 
OTHER ITEMS 

a. No other business was discussed. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
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• The next TSHS executive committee meeting will take place on February 19th at 1pm 
(Eastern) on Zoom 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

• Ann adjourned the meeting at 2:00 PM (Eastern). 


