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American Statistical Association 
Section on Teaching of Statistics in the Health Sciences 

Summary of Business Meeting and Mixer at JSM 
August 9, 2021 

 
Attendees from the TSHS Executive Committee:  
 
Ann Brearley (President), Carol Bigelow (Portal Co-director), Bob Oster (Treasurer), 
Ada Youk (Career Development Chair), Doug Landsittel (Portal Co-director), Maria 
Ciarleglio (Chair-Elect-Elect), Brandon George (Program Chair-Elect), Heather Hoffman 
(Publicity Officer), Ed Gracely (Webmaster), Jose-Miguel Yamal (Council of Sections 
Representative), Amy Nowacki (COS Representative Elect), John Doucette (Blog Editor), 
Jacqui Hicks (Chair-Elect), Jaya Satagopan (Program Chair), Jesse Troy (Secretary). 
 
Other Attendees:  
 
Steve Grambow (Duke University), Matt Hayat (Georgia State University), Samantha 
Seals (University of West Florida), Alexandra Hanlon (Virginia Tech), Codruta Chiuzan 
(Columbia University), Zhili Tian (Coastal Carolina University), Terrie Vasilopoulos 
(University of Florida), Summer Frank-Pearce (Oklahoma University), Carol Blumberg 
(Winona State University and The Department of Energy; Retired), Ananda Sen 
(University of Michigan), Mary Sammel (University of Colorado), Cyndy Long (Palmer 
College of Chiropractic), Robert Podolsky (Beaumont Health), Wenyaw Chan 
(University of Texas Health Science Center), Xiaoming Sheng (University of Utah), 
Felicity Enders (Mayo Clinic). 
 
Meeting Summary 
 
The meeting was held virtually using Zoom on August 9, 2021. The TSHS President, 
Ann Brearley, opened the meeting at 6:05pm EST and presented an overview of the 
TSHS section, including the section’s mission and major accomplishments from 2020-
2021. She then introduced the TSHS officers and invited section members to contact 
her if they are interested in any of the following open positions for 2022: Section Chair-
Elect, Program Chair-Elect, and TSHS Resource Editor. Ann also invited section 
members who are interested in participating in the Webinars and Career Development 
committees to contact either Tom Braun or Ada Youk, respectively. The following are 
highlights of the discussion that followed Ann Brearley’s presentation.  
 

• Felicity Enders spoke briefly to encourage junior faculty to pursue one of the 
currently open positions with TSHS as an opportunity for networking and career 
development, and she offered help to anyone interested in becoming program 
chair elect.  

• Laila Poisson asked that the meeting attendees contact her if they had an 
interest in judging presentations at the TSHS Innovations and Best Practices 
topic contributed session on Thursday from Noon-2pm.  

• The TSHS Treasurer, Bob Oster, announced that the budget will be due at the 
end of October and that section members should submit requests to him and he 
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will bring these requests to the executive committee for discussion. Bob also 
announced that the TSHS bank balance is coming close to $20k and that 
expenditures have been lower than anticipated because the section didn’t have 
to pay for mixers the last two years due to JSM being virtual. 

 
After this discussion, the group separated into the following breakout rooms. Meeting 
attendees were free to visit multiple breakout rooms of their choice.  
 

• Webinars (host: Tom Braun) 

• Career development (host: Ada Youk) 

• Resources Portal (host: Carol Bigelow) 

• Blog and Resource Reviews (hosts: John Doucette, Travis Loux) 

• Program chair/chair-elect (hosts: Jaya Satagopan, Brandon George) 

• General socializing 

• Main room: General section discussion (host: Ann Brearley) 
 
The group reconvened at 7pm EST and Laila Poisson presented the following awards. 
 

• The Best Presentation 2020 was awarded to Sujata M Patil, of Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center for “Developing and Implementing a Statistics 
Curriculum for Pre-Clinical Scientists at a Free-Standing Cancer Center”  
in the session in the session Addressing Challenges in Teaching Statistics in the 
Health Sciences. 

• The Council of Sections Outstanding Service Award was awarded to Amy 
Nowacki, Department of Quantitative Health Sciences, Lerner Research Institute, 
Cleveland Clinic, for her generous contributions of time and talent to the section 
through ongoing service as Program Chair, Section Chair with initiation of the 
ASA Fellows nomination team, and TSHS Resources Portal founding board 
member and resource contributor. 

• The Young Investigator Award was given to Mine Dogucu, PhD, Assistant 
Professor of Teaching, Department of Statistics, University of California Irvine for 
her paper “Web Scraping in the Statistics and Data Science Curriculum: 
Challenges and Opportunities” published in the Journal of Statistics and Data 
Science Education, volume 29, with co-author Mine Çetinkaya-Rundel. The 
paper presents not only the task of automated web scraping for data collection, 
but expands on the many opportunities it provides to learners, from data 
cleaning, to analysis, to ethics discussions. We also acknowledged her varying 
responsibilities to teaching and education research. 

• The Outstanding Teaching Award was awarded to Mary Sammel, Department of 
Biostatistics and Informatics, Colorado School of Public Health, University of 
Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus. Dr. Sammel has demonstrated her 
teaching in the classroom, through mentorship, and guiding program curriculum. 
Her most recent initiative brings students currently under-represented in the field 
into the education statistics pipeline through undergraduate work study and 
graduate collaborative experiences. 

• The Distinguished Achievement Award was awarded to Felicity Enders, Division 
of Biomedical Statistics and Informatics, Department of Quantitative Health 
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Sciences, Mayo Clinic. Felicity has a long history of service to TSHS with a 2-
year program chair cycle (2012-2013), 3-year chair cycle (2015-2017), and 
subsequent service as the Promoting Promotions Committee chair (2018-2020), 
and she has made an impact nationwide on the teaching of statistics in the health 
sciences through multiple publications. 

 
After the awards presentation the group separated into breakout rooms again for a 2nd 
round of socializing after which the meeting adjourned at 8pm EST. The slides from the 
presentation are available on the TSHS Forum. 
 


