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American Statistical Association 
Section on Teaching of Statistics in the Health Sciences 

Minutes of the September 2020 Executive Committee Meeting 
September 18, 2020 

 
Attendees: Laila Poisson (Chair), Amy Nowacki (Past Chair), Ann Brearley (Chair-Elect), Jacqui 
Hicks (Chair-Elect-Elect), Maria Ciarleglio (Program Chair), Jaya Satagopan (Program Chair-
Elect), Jose-Miguel Yamal (Council of Sections Representative), Bob Oster 
(Secretary/Treasurer), John Doucette (Communications Officer), Heather Hoffman (Publicity 
Officer), Ed Gracely (Webmaster) 
 
Unable to attend: Carol Bigelow (Portal Representative), Travis Loux (Resource Review Editor) 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

• Laila called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM (Eastern). 
 
REVIEW/APPROVAL OF AUGUST 2020 MINUTES 

• Motion: To approve the minutes of the August 14 meeting. The motion was made and 
seconded. The motion was approved. 

 
TREASURY REPORT 

• Bob provided a brief treasurer’s report. He noted that our current treasury balance is 
$17,173.77. There was a $510 decrease in the balance due to an accounting error on 
the part of ASA. There were no expenses paid during the past month.  

• Steve Porzio (at ASA) is now sending Bob monthly financial reports for TSHS. 
 
JSM 2020 FOLLOW-UP 

a. 2020 follow-up 
i. Slides for TSHS repository – Ed will find out what TSHS sessions that he already 

has slides for. Maria and Laila will determine which of the remaining TSHS 
sessions that they can find slides for. 

ii. Blog posts – John noted that there are no new blog posts. 
iii. Thank you to Stata and Cambridge University Press – Jaya received her prize 

from Stata, and sent Stata an email to thank them for this. Jaya will follow up with 
Jeff Syzchowski to see if he received his prize from Cambridge University Press. 

iv. Birds of a feather chat – Jaya reported that Doug Landsittel or Michael Swartz 
would be willing to do their presentations as TSHS webinars. 

v. Best presentation award – The winner of this year’s award is as follows: 
o Sujata M. Patil, for the presentation titled 

“Stats curriculum for pre-clinical scientists” 
Laila will notify this individual about the award, and will then send Bob this 
individual’s contact information. 

b. 2021 start-up 
i. There is one submission for our JSM invited session. The session organizer is 

Ananda Sen and the session chair is Tom Braun. There are four panelists. 
 
COS NEWS 

• Jose-Miguel noted that it is okay with the COS for us to arrange for section members to 
opt out of our blog rather than opting in. However, we may get asked about why we are 
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hosting our own blog instead of using the ASA (TSHS) website. Perhaps we should see 
whether we can use the ASA website for our articles instead of the blog that we have 
been using. 

• Jose-Miguel sent Laila the link that contains the new member welcome. 
 
EDUCATION COUNCIL 

a. Comments on 2020 report from TSHS 
o Laila circulated the slides that she had prepared. 
o The executive committee reviewed the draft report, including the following 

sections: Mission, 2020 Plans, 2020 Accomplishments, 2021 Plans, and Issues 
in Health Sciences Statistics Education for 2021. 

b. Add 2018, 2019, and 2020 reports to the TSHS website 
o The 2018 report can be obtained from Jeff and the 2019 report can be obtained 

from Amy. 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE POSITIONS FOR 2021 

a. Next program chair-elect – Ann suggested, and the exectutive committee supported, the 
appointment of Brandon George of Thomas Jefferson University as the TSHS Program 
Chair-Elect for 2021, pending Brandon’s acceptance. 

b. Review our executive committee roster 
o Ed agreed to extend his term as Webmaster. 
o Heather agreed to extend her term as Publicity Officer. 
o John agreed to extend his term as Communications Officer. 
o Laila will reach out to Carol to see if she wants to extend her term as TSHS 

Portal Representative and to Travis to see if he wants to extend his term as 
Resource Review Editor. 

o Laila will also try to identify new chairs for the Promoting Promotions Committee 
and the Mentoring Committee. 

o Executive committee members were asked to send sugggestions for potential 
nominees for vacant position to Laila. 

c. Need to identify people for 2021 ballot (Chair and COS Representative) 
o We need to identify two candidates for each of these positions. 
o Maria was nominated as a candidate for Chair. 
o Amy was nominated as a candidate for COS Representative. 
o The Nominating Committee will search for one additional candidate for each 

position. Executive committee members were asked to send sugggestions for 
potential nominees for Chair and COS Representative to Laila. 

 
NEXT MEETING 

• The next TSHS executive committee meeting will take place on October 16, 2020. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

• Laila adjourned the meeting at 2:00 PM (Eastern). 
 


