Minutes from ASA Statistical Consulting Section Conference Call


Date/Time: 
March 16, 2010/3:00 P.M. EST
Attendee’s



Unable to Attend
Todd Nick



Walter Ambrosius

Chuck Kincaid



Larry Haugh

Cyndy Long



Maria Lourdes Padilla

Clinton Brownley

Christopher Holloman

James Grady

Rick Ittenbach

Sarah Butler

Ray Hoffman

Bruce Craig

Brenda Gillespie

Marlene Egger
1. Update on 2010 and 2011 JSM programs- Update by Rick Ittenbach

Program: Sessions for the JSM 2010 Program are included in Appendix. There will be 1 invited panel and 2 invited sessions. The Statistical Consulting Section was granted an extra invited session. There will be 3 contributed sessions.  These will be advertised on the Section’s Listserve and Cyndy will publish them in Amstat News, all prior to the beginning of JSM.

Travel Awards: last year there were 2 travel awards given for $700 each. These were given after the conference was over. This year, the goal is to present the travel award checks before hand and to give the plaques at the conference. The two awards will go to the two organizers of the topic contributed sessions (note there were only two organizers so no need to rank and vote on the best two). Also, all were in favor of awarding plaques this year instead of the paper certificates.  Walter will make the arrangements for the travel awards and order the plaques.  

2. Newsletter and Publications- Updates by Chris Holloman and Cyndy Long

Newsletter: last one was sent in early February. The next newsletter will come out prior to JSM with a target date of end of May or early June, and this will include information on the JSM Program. Chris expressed concern with people contributing to the newsletter, so far he has had none. Cyndy suggested posting a call for submission on the social network. This brought up the topic of restricting the use of the social network, which will need to be addressed with Amstat.

Pulbications: Cyndy will publish the 2010 JSM Section Program in the May issue of Amstat News, and will publish the travel awards in the issue after that. Like Chris, Cyndy has not received many submissions from other members to publish in Amstat News.

3. Website- Update by Chuck Kincaid

Chuck can update website with new information. Todd will provide something for the front page.

4. Minutes from open and closed meeting at 2009 JSM and Budget  Questions- Update by Brenda Gillespie

Minutes: Brenda emailed out the minutes to all the members of the Section and they were unanimously approved by all on the conference call. The minutes will be posted on the website as a draft and corrections can still be made prior to 2010 JSM.

Free members:  At the last meeting, it was agreed to send out letters to all new and free members welcoming them to the section. It was agreed that this was a good idea and that perhaps Monica Clark at ASA can advise us as to the technical details. 

5. Select slots for closed executive business meeting and open business meeting- Update by Todd Nick

Sunday 6:00-8:00  closed meeting (moved forward 30 minutes to allow people to attend mixer afterwards). 12 people usually attend. We need a final head count soon to arrange the dinner.

Tuesday 5:30-7:30 is the open business meeting. 

The above time slots were approved and Todd and his assistant, Hannah Feild, will inform everyone once the location is determined. The topic of private room vs. sitting in the restaurant was discussed and everyone was in agreement that a private room is more conducive to discussion.  Also it was agreed to spend $1,500 on the closed meeting and $2,000 on the open meeting. Marlene may not be able to attend the open business meeting.
Webinars: Brenda brought up the $800 in the budget for webinars. Todd will contact a few people and ask if they would be willing to be a presenter of a webinar.  The goal is to have at least 2 webinars. Chuck will find out information on setting up the webinars. 

6. Appointment of program chair for 2012 -Update by James Grady 

Program Chair 2012: James has someone in mind for 2012 Program Chair, and will let the section know soon when it is official. There’s a deadline in April for naming the Program Chair. 

Nominating Committee:  Bruce will be responsible for nominating new officers for next year elections.  We need a Chair-Elect at least. 
7. Membership Survey- Update by Bruce
Bruce, Rick, and James will develop the actual survey of the membership.  Brenda requested that the survey be as short as possible in order for people to be more willing to respond. Ray expressed concern about the importance of the survey and whether or not it could be incorporated in a larger membership survey but this will likely not get a good response rate.  Todd stated that the goal of the survey is to find out how to get more members involved in the Section and what services the section can provide to its members. Other possible questions: Why did they join the Section? Do they have a free or paid membership? Why did they decide to stay after the first free year? Also, could collect information on salary and wages for outside consulting. 

8. Other

Section Charter: Bruce stated that the charter was revised in January and is being voted on now in the election process.  ASA made adjustments to the charter. They wanted them to be more flexible. Marlene stated that the changes were listed on the website and when you push the approval button you can see the changes.
ASA’s Statistical Consultant Directory: Marlene and Ray will work together to improve this directory.  

Call ended at 4 PM EST. 
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