Minutes of Executive Committee of the Statistical Consulting Section, American Statistical Association 

The Joint Statistical Meetings in Washington, D.C., Sunday, Aug 2, 2009 at 6:30-8:30pm
Minutes by Brenda Gillespie, Secretary/Treasurer

CNSL section officers attending: Bruce Craig (Chair), Brenda Gillespie (Sec/Treas), Todd Nick (Chair-elect), James Grady (Chair-elect-elect), Stephan Ogenstad (Program Chair), Walter Ambrosius (Program Chair-elect), Richard Ittenbach  (Program Chair-elect-elect), Marlene Egger (COS rep), Ray Hoffman (at-large, newly elected), Cynthia Long (Publications Officer), Chuck Kincaid (webmaster),.
Minutes by Brenda Gillespie, Secretary/Treasurer  (For action items, the first letter of the sentence is highlighted.) 
Bruce Craig called the meeting to order.

The minutes from the 2008 meeting were approved with revisions.

Brenda Gillespie gave the Treasurer's report.  The section’s financial situation is stable. 
·  Membership has increased considerably, but the most of the increase is due to free memberships, which do not add to revenues.  Marlene asked if the $1 per member deducted by ASA was also deducted for the free members.  Brenda will check.  She also noted that people who purchase “lifetime” ASA memberships do not receive reminders to pay annual section dues.  

· There was a suggestion to send new members and free members a welcome letter, and give them an opportunity to tell us what they would like from the section, e.g., webinars.  

· Three suggestions were made for the treasurer’s report: (1) drop the current year budget numbers from the graph because the incomplete information is misleading, (2) compare membership for annual periods beginning August 1, so numbers across years could be compared more easily, and (3) download a “new members” file, and see how many of these were still section members a year later.
Short Reports:

· Stephan Ogenstad reviewed the CNSL sessions this year.  
· We had invited sessions (2), topic contributed sessions (3), luncheon roundtables, and oral posters.  Details can be found in the section newsletter.  Two travel awards of $750 each were given to organizers of topic contributed sessions (Richard Ittenbach and Christopher Schmidt).  
· Two travel awards to organizers of topic contributed sessions will also be given next year.  It was agreed that requiring section membership would help attract section members.  An email notice will be sent to section members this fall informing them of the travel awards.  Cindy will also put a notice about the travel awards in the Amstat News for November.  Topic contributed session ideas need to be approved by the Program Chair prior to submission of the abstracts.  After abstract submission, all topic contributed sessions will be reviewed by the Executive Committee, who will vote on awardees.
· Walter Ambrosius reported on plans for the 2010 program.  Several topics have already been suggested, including “certification of statisticians,” “how to define applied statisticians,” “’replication of analyses,” and “experiences of statistical consulting in lawsuits.”   Invited sessions must be submitted to ASA by September 8, 2009.  Walter will send out a request for proposals, to be evaluated via email by the Executive Committee by the end of August.  Bruce suggested that the topics should follow the theme for the 2010 meeting: “Statistics: A key to innovation in a data-centric world.”  The request for topic contributed sessions will be sent out this fall.  Richard Ittenbach requested topics for roundtable lunches.  
· Marlene Egger gave the report from the Council of Sections (COS) meeting.  
· JSM 2009 has set a record for attendance (~6100).  
· Voluntary accreditation for statisticians was approved.  
· A wiki platform is being developed to provide a forum for collaboration, informing and interacting.  
· Two new sections are being created (Statistical Learning and Data Mining, and Statistical Programming).  Some controversy over these sections led to a review of the process.  CNSL recommends that all section chairs be notified during the evaluation process.  Marlene will take this feedback to the COS. 
· Allocation of invited sessions to sections will be reviewed in the near future.  It was suggested that they use the percent of attendees at JSM who are members of each section.  Multiple section memberships would complicate this calculation, but it would still be useful.  Marlene will check to see if we can get data on JSM attendance by section. 
· A section officer’s manual is linked to our website.  We are encouraged to check it.

· Section Charter:  Bruce will submit revisions by the January deadline.

· Marlene will convey our agreement that New Investigator awards should be limited to one per person.

· Bruce gave the Newsletter report for Chris Holloman, who could not attend.  
· This past year there was a summer 2009 newsletter, but no newsletter for fall 2008.  The deadline for this fall’s newsletter is November, 2009.  The Executive Committee was encouraged to submit articles or notes for the Newsletter.  Two topics that should be covered are an encouragement of topic contributed sessions (and the incentive of travel awards), and a short bio on new officers.
· Chuck Kincaid gave the webmaster’s report.

· Among those who visit the CNSL website, about half open the Newsletter page.  More information on numbers of hits on each page would be welcome next year.

· All meeting minutes are also posted on the site.  Brenda will send the 2008 minutes to Bruce and Chuck.  

· Cindy Long gave the Publications report.  She posted two CNSL section items in the Amstat News in the past year.  She will put a notice in the November issue about the CNSL travel awards.
· Bruce gave the Nominations report for Brenda Gaydos.  Pat Omira(?) will chair the Nominations Committee.  There are three open positions for next year: Chair elect, Publications Officer, and ??.

Short Updates:

· Bruce will get contributions or will purchase gift certificates from Exhibiters for door prizes at the Business Meeting on Tuesday Aug 4, 2009.  

· Webinars:  The Executive Committee voted to provide $200 each to presenters for up to four webinars (approx one hour each) in the coming year.  Bruce and Todd will work together to set up a committee.  It was suggested to recruit authors of recent books, who might discuss their book on the webinar.
· The ASA Planning Committee is developing a conference focused on statistical practice to address the needs of statisticians working primarily on applications of statistics.  This proposed annual conference will begin in 2011 or 2012.  Bruce and Stephan are on the Planning Committee.  Pros and cons of this idea were discussed.
· The Membership committee will be re-energizing this year.  Jamie, Rick and Bruce will work on a survey of the membership.

· Short courses were discussed.  They can be money-making, but if not well attended can end up costing the section.  Suggested speakers included Frank Harrell (Todd will ask Frank), Terry Therneau, Steyerberg(?), and George Milliken.  The topic of Data Mining was also suggested.  Bill Venables was suggested, but Ray Hoffman mentioned that he had been in ill health.
Bruce reminded all of the Business Meeting on Tuesday in the Renaissance Hotel, Room 6 at  5:30 to 7:30pm.

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30pm.

