Minutes for Executive Committee Conference Call of Nov. 16, 2006
11-12 am EST
Minutes drafted by Larry Haugh

Participants: Philip Dixon (Chair), Larry Haugh (Sec/Treasurer), Phil Chapman (2007 Program Chair), Chris Holloman (Asst Newsletter Editor), Stuart Gansky (Chair-elect), Chuck Kincaid (Webmaster), Karen Copeland (Newsletter Editor), Harold Dyck (Member at large), Todd Nick (2006 Program Chair), Ed Rothman (Sections Council rep), Anamaria Kazanis (Member at large), Susan Devlin (Past Chair) 

Minutes:

Philip emailed an agenda on Nov. 15 (15:00 CST), which also provided some background material on the agenda issues.

The minutes of the 2005 Executive Committee meeting held at the MN Joint Statistical Meetings were approved, with no questions raised. They should be posted on the section web site.

As to my question of any outstanding expenses for 2006, it appears that there will be one more travel award to be paid from the 2006 WA Joint Statistical Meetings.

I gave a summary of our budget/expenses standing:


As of the end of Oct 2006 we have a $6363. balance (but note the above expected JSM expense not taken out yet). That compares to $8391 last year (end Oct), and compares to $8896 at the start of 2006. Last year in the last two months (Nov/Dec) a net increase of $504 occurred, primarily due to incoming dues of $665. Similarly we can expect additional dues to arrive in Nov/Dec to increase the year-end balance.

Further information not given in detail on the call that compares our 2006 experience with 2005 is given below, as of the end of Oct in each case:
Telephone expenses are $962 lower this year, only $45 so far.

An Honorarium expense at the JSM was $1250 this year, none last year.

The food functions at the JSM were $1935 higher.

Travel awards thus far are $501 lower, but an additional award needs to appear yet.
Editorial services for the newsletter are zero this year, so saved $1375 from last year.

Karen has 3 articles for the next newsletter. This newsletter is planned for early Dec. 
I asked if the correct section email list is now available for such distributions, given the recent server failure at the ASA, and that will be checked prior to emailing it out.

Philip summarized the officer nominations for 2008, to be elected in 2007; thanks to Susan for the Nominating Committee.

Philip announced that Strategic Initiative proposals are due, so that ideas should be given to him. We received two such awards this year.

Phil discussed the status of the 2007 JSM program, with 3 invited sessions to be given. Phil is interested in getting proposals for topic contributed paper sessions. The idea of one based on web-based consulting was discussed, and it was noted that Ed has experience in that area.

Roundtable sessions for 2007 were discussed, with 3 coffees and 3 lunches being available. More leaders are needed for these. An announcement about this could be included in the newsletter.

Discussion was held on the potential of liability insurance (and other business aspects of consulting) as a topic for a roundtable session. Also, the idea was discussed of including a survey item on liability insurance for our membership (or ASA in general), so that interest in the topic could better be assessed.
Discussion on the number and size of Travel Awards to be made in 2007 was discussed. We need to get the deadline for such topic contributed paper session travel awards into the newsletter. Also, a separate email to the membership could be made asap. Note these awards can be for panel sessions as well. The date of Jan 10, 2007, was discussed as reasonable for a deadline for proposal submissions. The proposals would be sent out to the Exec Committee for an award vote. Agreement was made on having 3 awards again of $500 each plus JSM registration for each.

We have a Dec 15 deadline for charter revisions to be given to the ASA. Discussion occurred on the Publications Officer position, as to its need and specific duties. The idea of a Steering Committee, as a subset of the Exec Committee was mentioned.  Also a reduced Exec Committee was discussed, to consist of the elected officers; but there would still be a larger group of officers that could participate in conference calls, etc. A suggestion was made to make the charter easier to read. We need to hold another conference call on charter revisions, later in Nov.
Susan discussed the e-directory for consultants (who are members of our section), and its current availability to be launched soon. We should continue a committee to monitor this, and possible members were mentioned. They would coordinate with Ryan Bell of the ASA.
