Minutes of Executive Committee Conference Call 

Statistical Consulting Section




      Friday, July 14, 2006

Minutes by Larry Haugh, Secretary/Treasurer

Members attending call: Phil Chapman, Karen Copeland, Susan Devlin, Harold Dyck, Philip Dixon, Stuart Gansky, Brenda Gaydos, Larry Haugh, Chris Holloman, Anamaria Kazanis, Ed Rothman 
Philip Dixon distributed a three item agenda on July 14 by email, and this is copied as an appendix after these minutes and can be referred to for details. Stuart Gansky also distributed an email in advance of the conference call adding “charter revision” to the agenda and included some history on the past planning and experiences of expenses with the JSM section meetings.
We will be looking for articles for our next section newsletter. This could possibly include summaries of our sessions at JSM; and we need another academic group to summarize its consulting experiences.

The question arose as to whether all of our section members received the latest web cast announcement. 77 attended it, but we would have expected more from our section.

There was some discussion of the Purdue student-run STATCOMM program, but they appear able to move forward on their own.
Susan noted that our section web pages are behind on listing the most recent officers.

Susan discussed the Consultant Directory web site, and noted that the data base part of it is not working now. The site needs further minor work. She would like more members for a committee to deal with this and dealing with the advertising work for the site once done, and Ed Rothman volunteered and was appointed by Philip. More feedback from everyone would be appreciated on the site. A legal disclaimer needs to be added to the site also; and we would like a better list of expertise areas. 

Suggestions were sought for a restaurant to hold the executive committee meeting in Seattle.
Stuart discussed the need for us to pursue charter revisions, which the ASA wants to see considered. There was a committee to consider this last year, and a draft was prepared. He would like us to consider a possible reduction of the size of the executive committee while this revision is being done. These changes will eventually require a mail ballot at the time of usual ASA elections. Philip will get a list of the current executive committee membership, with their roles, so that this can be discussed at the Seattle meetings.
Philip would like to use last year’s section business meeting/mixer as the model for this year’s. He will circulate by email a draft agenda. (Phil Chapman will seek a substitute for a program planning meeting to be held Tuesday morning meeting at the JSM.) Philip led a discussion of selection of food and drink items, as well as door prize selections. The door prizes last year were solicited by a committee of 3, and the 3 at large executive committee members volunteered to do this again for this year. 
Anamaria asked about liability insurance for professional practice, which other organizations help provide (at a cost) for their memberships. Such an option for the ASA may be considered for development, but, realistically, wouldn’t be available any time soon.

Appendix:
Stat Consulting Section Executive Committee, Conference Call 14 July 06

Agenda:
1) Updates on Section activities
     Newsletter: Congratulations to Karen and Chris (PMD)
     Status of ASA contact person (PMD)
     ASA Strategic Initiatives funded (PMD)
     Consultant Directory Web Site (Susan Devlin, or PMD)
          
2) Planning for JSM 06 (PMD)
     congratulations to Todd!
     who will be there?
     will share agendas from last year, 
       will need reports from lots of folks
     Executive Committee Meeting / Dinner: Sunday, 6:30-8:30     
     Business Meeting / Mixer: Tuesday 5:30 - 7:30
       format: propose the same as last year
       who solicits door prizes?

3) Other business     

---------------------------------------------------
     
Agenda with details:

1) Updates on Section activities
     Newsletter (PMD)
     Status of ASA contact person (PMD)
     
       Our contact on the ASA staff has been Monica Clark.  
       She went on maternity leave 3 months ago and was expected back a few weeks ago.  She has had recurring problems and probably will not be back until October at the earliest.  Other staff are continuing to cover her responsibilities.  Her e-mail reply lists who does what.  
     ASA Strategic Initiatives funded (PMD)
     
       Web Conferences on the practice of statistics, with Committee on Applied Statistics
       The first was held last month, with Don Berry as the speaker.
       Planning 2-3 more this year.  Open to 100 people, 25 specifically
       from the Stat Cons section.  Did folks get the e-mail announcement?    
       
       STAT COMM, with group from Purdue
       Public Service Consulting, organized by students
       ASA money is to develop resources to export the model to other places.
       They're taking full responsibility.  Meeting at ASA to discuss progress.
       
    Consultant Directory Web Site (Susan Devlin, or PMD)
       Test site up:           For searching for a consultant:
           http://gill.amstat.org/development/ryan/consultantdirectory/

       Feedback given to ASA staff.  Waiting for site update
       Need to start working on advertising plan.
       
2) Planning for JSM (PMD)
     Congratulations to Todd:   The program is wonderful!
       
     will share agendas from last year, 
       will need reports from lots of folks
       
       If you won't be there, we need to arrange for a substitute
       
     Executive Committee Meeting / Dinner: Sunday, 6:30-8:30 at offsite restaurant.  Seafood?  Suggestions?
       
       share information in advance of Business meeting
       
        Business Meeting / Mixer: Tuesday 5:30 - 7:30
       format: propose the same as last year

       who solicits door prizes?
     
       food: expensive even for ordinary stuff!  Here's what I ordered:

       Menu:
25 - Warm Pretzels with mustard (minimum 25 guests)
     Warm Oversize Pretzels with Assorted Mustards (minimum 25 guests)

20 - Assorted Soft Drinks
     Assorted Soft Drinks. Billed on consumption for quantities over 25 per room.

200 - Hot or Cold Hors D'oeuvres (minimum 50 pieces, price per piece)
     Beef Satay with spicy Szechwan dipping sauce. (50 pieces)
     Chicken Phyllo Cups, southwestern chicken in phyllo dough. (50 pieces)
     Pissaladiere, puff pastry triangles with garlic, roma tomatoes and fresh basil. (50 pieces)
     Wild Mushroom Bouchee, fine northwest mushrooms sautéed with shallots served in a crisp bouchee cup. (50 pieces)

25 - CC-Roasted Grilled Vegetables
     Marinated grilled assortment of seasonal vegetables. Price per person.

2 - Charge per bartender, per hour, four hour minimum
    There is no bartending charge if sales exceed $131.25 per hour. If sales fall below that amount, there will be a charge of $26.25 per bartender, per on-hour shift, with a minimum of four hours.

35 - CC-Host Bar (per person)
    Includes house wine, beer, soft drinks and water

Total Amount: $1,702.95

   For comparison:
   2002 total (mixer + executive comm. dinner): $5,372
   2003 total (mixer + executive comm. dinner): $1,857
   2004 total (mixer + executive comm. dinner): $1,788
   Thoughts / comments?
