ASA Statistical Consulting Section Executive Committee

Section Executive Committee Meeting

Sunday, August 3, 2003, 6:00 - 9 PM.

Zingari Restaurant, Donatello Hotel, 501 Post St, San Francisco, CA

Members in attendance:

Matilde Sanchez, Chair 01/03-12/03

Jane Pendergast, Chair Elect (Chair 01/04-12/04)

Susan Devlin, Chair Elect Elect (Chair Elect 01/04-12/04)

Barbara Mann, Past Chair 01/02-12/02

Stuart Gansky, Secretary / Treasurer 01/00-12/03

David Daniel, Program Chair (JSM 2003) 01/03-12/03

Shirlene Pearson, Program Chair Select  (JSM 2004)

Elaine Allen, Webmaster and Secretary/Treasurer Elect 01/03-12/03

Uwe Koehn, Publications Officer 01/02-12/03

Tom Loughin, Executive Committee Member At-Large 01/01-12/03

Jim Colaianne, Executive Committee Member At-Large 01/02-12/04

Tim Max, Executive Committee Member At-Large 01/03-12/05

Harold Dyck, Executive Committee Member At-Large Elect 01/04-12/06

Roy Tamura, Council of Sections Representative 01/02-12/03

Keith Muller, Council of Sections Representative, 01/03-12/05

Brenda Gaydos, Council of Sections Representative Elect, 01/04-12/06

Christina Gullion, Editor 01/99-12/03

1) Introductions and thank yous.  Chair Matilde Sanchez welcomed new Exec members and thanked outgoing members for their efforts over the last year.  Exec members introduced themselves.

2) Chair’s Report. Matilde Sanchez announced that certificates for travel awards are signed and ready to be picked up.  She will be soliciting door prizes starting tomorrow.  

3) Secretary/Treasurer
a) Distribution of minutes from JSM 2002.  Stuart Gansky distributed the Exec and business meeting minutes from JSM 2002 in NYC.  They were approved via email in July. 

b) Finances – Stuart distributed the financial update and noted that the Section is on track with budget.  We will have come close to balancing revenue and expenses in 2003.  We have the ability for real time updates on the Section on the ASA website for membership numbers and revenue & expense information. We should consider reducing the number of travel awards from 3 to a smaller number.  The Final 2004 Budget is due by Sept 30, 2003; Steve Porzio suggested that sections use this as an opportunity for priority setting.  Susan & Elaine will work on this with Matilde & Stuart.  

4) JSM Program
a) Program for JSM 2003 – David Daniel reported on the Section activities at the current conference.

i. Invited Session was well attended today (~60 at data mining even though room was hard to find).  Monday’s Roundtable lunch is not yet sold out.  Tuesday’s lunch is sold out.  Wednesday’s lunch has been cancelled due to low pre-registration.  

ii. More Invited Sessions Tuesday and Wednesday. 

iii. There are 3 topic contributed sessions – travel awards will be given to Karen Copeland, Daniel Thorpe, Dean Johnson.

iv. There was 1 regular contributed session.

v. There was 1 cosponsored topic contributed panel.

b. Program for JSM 2004 (Shirlene Pearson)

i. Mon lunch, Tues lunch is sold out, Wed was cancelled due to low pre-registration

ii. 2 organizers:  Statistics in the courtroom – litigation support and expert testimony: Charles Mann; Stat Cnsl in the academic environment emphasizing supporting other academic endeavors: Linda Young

iii. Travel awards

i. We will again have up to 3 travel awards of $500 each plus JSM registration for special topic contributed session organizers.

ii. We need to have more people involved and will talk it up at the open business meeting and mixer.

iii. David Daniel explained that the Section tries to concentrate on the “how-to” consulting rather than applied statistics.  Keith Muller suggested a session on sample size and mentioned Bob Parker and Nancy Berman. Jane suggested consulting tools.  Jane suggested general methodology.

c. Program Chair for JSM 2005. will be 2005 program chair.
5) Publications
a) Web site – Elaine announced that Chuck Kincaid will be the new webmaster in 2004; we should capitalize on his enthusiasm, but should think about what we really want.  The idea of a consultant forum was discussed.  Barbara said that Steve Porzio of ASA said that the legal issue is not a problem. Tom said that Peter Bruce has worked on this computer programming issue.  

b) Newsletter –Chris announced that a new editor has been selected and will be Tzu-Cheg Kao.

c) Publication Officers & Editors Meeting –Uwe reported that the Proceedings CD process has been slightly modified to make the process better.

6) Council of Sections Representatives Roy Tamura reported that the JSM registration fee will increase $50 next year.  ProCDings price will increase from $25 to $35.  They will add the full program with links to the papers as well as page numbers.  The issue of “core” courses offered as CE courses resurfaced again and will be discussed at the open CE meeting on Wednesday.  Barbara wants ASA to host the Section Executive Committee listserv since we must leave the Univ Wisconsin listserv soon.

7) Outreach – Matilde distributed the “How to Work with a Consultant” Brochure; publication was generously provided by Merck..  They are available at the Council of Sections booth.

8) Membership 

More information about new members and lapsing members (1. only our section and 2. both ASA and our section) is now being provided by ASA.  Last year Ron proposed to have a Membership Retention Committee having responsibilities to review the list annually and send letters, but not much has been done.  Section membership is pretty stable (1465).

9) Charter revisions – Elaine distributed the charter and noted that it needs minor changes.  The charter is on the ASA website.  Jane suggested a committee of Jane, Elaine and another person to revise the charter which will then be placed on the 2004 ballot.

10) Nominations Committee –Barbara chairs the committee.  She needs to fill the slate for Chair Elect, Council of Sections Representative, and an At-Large position (i.e. 6 people are needed).  Turn in nominations to Barbara by mid Sept.   

11) Miscellaneous

a) Inquiries about consultants

b) Ideas for additional member services – to be discussed in breakout session Tuesday

c) Member survey – Chris has a poster with some results

d) CNSL EXEC listserv from Univ Wisc -> ASA

e) CE topic feedback due by Oct 15; all CE courses made money at JSM 2003

f) For JSM 2004 the deadline to send in names of award winners is June 2004

12) Business Meeting & Mixer on Tuesday 5:30-7pm  Carmel, Hilton

a) Stuart Gansky contacted David Giltinan at Genentech which agreed to sponsor the mixer at the JSM 2003 business meeting with a $1000 contribution; Elaine Allen also contacted Smith Hanley, which is considering sponsoring the business meeting. 

b) Agenda for Business Meeting

i) Finances

ii) 2003 Program & Travel award winners

iii) 2004 Program & Travel award announcement

iv) 2005 Program Chair

v) Nominations

vi) Newsletter

vii) Website

viii) Charter

ix) Breakout groups

(1) Session & Roundtable topics

(2) Business side of consulting. 

(3) Member services outside JSM

13) The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm

